
Moving toward a  

Sustainability &  
Climate Action Plan 



Greenspace Plan 



! {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ϧ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ ŎŀƴΧ 

Åprovide a framework and blueprint  for 
continuing and expanding these initiatives 
 

Åshed light on energy, water, climate, & waste 
(often invisible and overlooked ς but with significant impact 
on our economy, environment, and quality of life) 

 

Åhelp nurture a culture of energy efficiency and 
environmental stewardship/appreciation 

 



The Meridian Energy ¢ŜŀƳΧ 

Å Is interested in the  connections between energy and 
sustainability,  

Åsees opportunities to improve our health, well-being, 
environment, and economy  by reducing waste and reducing 
dependence on fossil fuels,  

ÅǿŜƭŎƻƳŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇ όŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎύΣ  

Å is looking for ideas and guidance to create and implement a 
Sustainability and Climate Action Plan 



Annual Energy Expenditures 
in Meridian 

Å$100,000,000 (annually twp wide) 

Å$350,000 annually on streetlighting 

Å$300,000 on electricity and natural gas ς 
buildings and pumps 

Å$100,000 on fuel (vehicles) 

Å~5000 metric tons of C02 annually  
(not including embodied energy in materials and waste disposal/recycling) 

 



History 
Å 2007:  Energy Team created 

Å 2007:  Meridian joined 1060 communities in signing the U.S. Mayors Climate 
Protection Agreement (30 Mayors/Managers in MI) 

Å 2009:  Energy Strategy Developed ς EECBG Grant 

Å 2010:  Technical Energy Assessments 

Å 2011-12:  Phase 1 Energy Improvements & Demonstration Projects 

Å 2012-15:  Mid-MI Program for Greater Sustainability & Sustainability 
Assessment, Sustaining our Future Series, Demonstration Projects & more. 

Å 2014: Phase II Energy Assessments 

Å 2015: Parking Lot Lighting, Fire Station Improvements, Community Solar/Solar 
Garden Research 

Å 2016:   Sustainable Home Tours, Sustainability & Climate Action Plan, Master 
Plan Input, MI Green Communities Climate Work Group, Benchmarking 
Initiative with Consumers, etc. 

 
More at http://recycle.meridian.mi.us/energy/  

 

http://usmayors.org/climateprotection/newsroom.asp
http://usmayors.org/climateprotection/newsroom.asp
http://usmayors.org/climateprotection/newsroom.asp
http://recycle.meridian.mi.us/energy/


Phase 1 Energy Improvements 



Energy Savings 

Å$256 K over 6 years 

Å9ǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ōƛƭƭ 
(pumps and buildings) 

Å80% of estimated savings (conservative 
estimate) returned to a Revolving Energy 
Fund 



Lƴ ŀŘŀǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜΧ 
local governments are leading by example 

Photo Credit: Dan Brown 



Climate Action Plans 
-complete(11) or in the works(2) 

 
ÅAnn Arbor 
ÅDearborn 
ÅDetroit 
ÅEast Lansing 
ÅFarmington Hills 
ÅGrand Rapids 
ÅHazel Park 
ÅHolland 
ÅMeridian Twp 
ÅNorthport 
ÅSouthgate 
ÅTraverse City 
ÅYpsilanti 

 
www.miclimateaction.org/michigan_cities_ta

king_action_on_climate  
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http://www.miclimateaction.org/michigan_cities_taking_action_on_climate





