
 

 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact: Director of Community Planning and Development 
Timothy R. Schmitt, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864 or 517.853.4506 - Ten Day Notice is Required.  
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AGENDA 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN  

PLANNING COMMISSION – REGULAR MEETING 
April 24, 2023 6:30 PM 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
 

3. PUBLIC REMARKS 
 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
A. April 10, 2023 

 
6. COMMUNICATIONS 

A. None 
 

7. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
A. SUP #23010 – MSU to Lake Lansing Pathway – Phase II 
B. SUP #23011 – Haslett Gallery (Herbana) 2119A Haslett Road 

 
8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. SUP #23004 – Schultz Veterinary Clinic Expansion 
 

9. OTHER BUSINESS 
A. None  

 
10. MASTER PLAN UPDATE 

A. Goals and Objectives  
 

11. REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
A. Township Board update. 
B. Liaison reports. 

 
12. PROJECT UPDATES 

A. Project Report  
 

13. PUBLIC REMARKS 
 

14. ADJOURNMENT  
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN  
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

 April 24, 2023 6:30 PM 

 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact: Director of Community Planning and Development 
Timothy R. Schmitt, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864 or 517.853.4506 - Ten Day Notice is Required.  
Meeting Location: 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864 
 
Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 
 

TENTATIVE PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA 
May 8, 2023 

  
1. PUBLIC HEARINGS  

A. SUP #23013 – Green Peak Innovations (Skymint) – Vacant Northwind parcel 
 

2. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. SUP #23010 – MSU to Lake Lansing Pathway – Phase II 
B. SUP #23011 – Haslett Holdings (Herbana) – 2119A Haslett Road 

 
3. OTHER BUSINESS 

 
A. None 
 

 
   



CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 

PLANNING COMMISSION  

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 

April 10, 2023 

5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864-1198 

517.853.4000, Town Hall Room, 6:30 P.M. 

 

 

PRESENT: Chair Blumer, Vice-Chair Trezise, Commissioners Brooks, McConnell, McCurtis, 
Scales, Shrewsbury, Snyder 

 

ABSENT: Commissioner Richards 

 

STAFF:  Director of Community Planning and Development Tim Schmitt, Senior Planner 

Shorkey, Community Planning and Development Intern Joey Emery 

 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
 

Chair Blumer called the regular meeting to order at 6:29 pm.  
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 

Chair Blumer called the roll of the Planning Commission. Commissioner Richards is absent, all 
others present. 

 
3.  PUBLIC REMARKS 
 

Chair Blumer opened public remarks at 6:30 pm. 
 
NONE 
 
Chair Blumer closed public remarks at 6:30 pm. 

 
4.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Vice-Chair Trezise moved to approve the agenda. Seconded by Commissioner Shrewsbury. 
 
VOICE VOTE:  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
5.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. March 27, 2023 Regular Meeting 
 
Commissioner Scales moved to approve the minutes of March 27, 2023 as amended. 

Seconded by Commissioner Shrewsbury. 
 
Commissioner McConnell noted a correction on page 4 sentence 7, “Commissioner McConnell 
noted the multi-residential status of the building compared to the single-residence housing in 
the neighborhood.” Should Read “Commissioner McConnell noted the multi-residential nature 

DRAFT 
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of the envisioned development compared to the single residence zoning in the surrounding 
neighborhood.” 
 
Commissioner Shrewsbury noted that Section 10, Subsection H would have been better suited 
under project updates.  
 
Director Schmitt noted that Section 7, Subsection A should be changed to SUP #23007. 
 
Commissioner Shrewsbury noted that Section 8, Subsection A should be changed to REZ 
#23006. 
 
Commissioner Scales Accepted the friendly amendments. 
 
VOICE VOTE:  Motion approved unanimously 
 
6. COMMUNICATIONS 

A. NONE 
 

7. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

A. SUP #23004 
 

Senior Planner Shorkey outlined SUP#23004 – Schultz Veterinary Clinic Expansion for public 
hearing. 

 
Senior Planner Shorkey noted that staff had two concerns. One being the wetland on the 
property, which will not be disturbed by the expansion. The other pertaining to the 2006 SUP 
Approval for the previous expansion of the building. This approval had a condition that the 
property owner would expand the township pathway across the property, but this condition 
was never met. The applicant has worked with township DPW to meet this condition, and 
planning division staff are satisfied that this condition has now been met. 
 
Commissioner Scales asked if this was a state or a township regulated wetland. 
 
Senior Planner Shorkey replied that this was a state regulated wetland, however, there would 
need to be wetland permits from both the state and township levels as the township 
regulations are more stringent than the state’s regulations.  
 
Director Schmitt noted that this does meet the definition of a wetland, and that they would 
follow up next meeting with the size of the wetland in question. 
 
Commissioner Scales asked why this hadn’t been done previously.  
 
Director Schmitt responded this was an item that hadn’t been followed up on by the previous 
director, and his team has taken the steps to follow up on it now. 
 
Commissioner Scales asked if there had ever been a previous state permit that had been 
denied. 
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Senior Planner Shorkey replied there is no evidence that the permit had ever been applied for. 
He also noted that this wetland is showing under 3 acres, so it is township regulated. 
 
Chair Blumer asked why this wasn’t charged as a code violation years ago, as the previous 
building conditions had not been met. 
 
Director Schmitt stated that there was no record in the files why there was no follow up, but 
they are in a position now to address it. 
 
Chair Blumer asked if this had been in violation for more than 10 years. 
 
Director Schmitt replied it has. 
 
Commissioner McCurtis asked when construction on the trail would begin. 
 
Senior Planner Shorkey stated that he doesn’t have a date at this time. 
 
Commissioner McCurtis asked about the potential of negative disturbances to the wetlands on 
this property. 
 
Senior Planner Shorkey stated, according to the Township’s Wetland Ordinance, if there is 
disturbance to the wetlands during construction, the township will mitigate that disturbance 
to a 1.5 time factor.  
 
Commissioner McCurtis asked about the safety and access of the walkway due to the 
wetlands. 
 
Senior Planner Shorkey noted that this has been discussed with the applicant, and they are 
aware of the requirements and challenges associated with this project. 
 
Commissioner Scales summarized the topic in total, and questioned if we are fixing the 
original noncompliance for the applicant in this new SUP. 
 
Senior Planner Shorkey noted the township is not fixing the original noncompliance. The 
applicant has worked with township engineering and DPW to get a cost. While the township 
will be constructing the trail, the applicant has paid over $67k to the township for this 
construction and to become compliant. Senior Planner Shorkey gave the floor to the applicant 
for public comment. 
 
Applicant Ingrid Schultz of 1280 Sebewaing Rd, Okemos, stated that she has spoken to the 
township engineers and had raised concerns about proper railings and walkways, but she 
directed all concerns relating to that matter back to the engineers, as she wasn’t aware of how 
they’d proceed with construction.  
 
Commissioner McConnell commented on the other successful wetland construction projects 
the township has undertaken. 
 

Chair Blumer called for a straw vote on the approval of this special use permit #23004. By 
unanimous consent, the Planning Commission indicated support for SUP #23004. 
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8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. SUP #23007 – 1502 River Terrace Drive 
 
Senior Planner Shorkey summarized the public hearing for this Special Use Permit. He noted 
that there were no further board nor public comment.  
 
Commissioner Shrewsbury noted that the word “construct” was missing in the resolution. 
 
Chair Blumer suggested using different terminology, such as “establish” or “operate”. 
 
Senior Planner Shorkey agreed. 
 

Commissioner Shrewsbury moved to adopt Special Use Permit #23007 with the amendments 
to the resolution as noted. Vice-Chair Trezise seconded.   
 
ROLE CALL VOTE: YEAS: Commissioners Shrewsbury, McCurtis, Brooks, Scales, ________  
    McConnell, Snyder; Vice-Chair Trezise; Chair Blumer 
 

NAYS: None 
 

Results: 8-0 
 
9. OTHER BUSINESS 

A. Lighting Ordinance – Presentation 
 
Director Schmitt introduced the Community Planning and Development’s intern, Joey Emery 
for this presentation. Director Schmitt spoke on the outdated ordinances in the township, many 
of them being written in 1974. The lightning ordinance was written in 2007, but at the time it 
was drafted, it was already close to functionally obsolete. 
 
Intern Emery spoke on the current ordinance and it’s outdated components. He stated that the 
proposed ordinance would update those old features and bring it to a modern standard.  

 
Commissioner McCurtis asked if using LED lighting would be the updated standard going 
forward. 
 
Director Schmitt confirmed that for the most part, any future lighting ordinances would involve 
replacing existing lights with LEDs lighting. Director Schmitt also mentioned that any feedback 
should go to him as this project goes forward. 
 
Commissioner McCurtis raised concern over the time restraints of the lights, specifically 
concerned about the safety of those who are walking late at night. 
 
Vice-Chair Trezise questioned if this ordinance should be in another ordinance or in front of 
another committee, or if it should stay where it’s at currently.  
 
Director Schmitt stated that he suspects that this is not in another ordinance due to the 
technical nature of the regulations. 
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Commissioner Brooks mentioned low-income neighborhoods being targeted for higher 
amounts of lighting, which he noted wasn’t always a just method of deploying lighting. He also 
mentioned concern over Home Owners Associations and their curfew on lighting, including 
holiday (“Christmas”) lights. He also questioned if there would be different applications for this 
ordinance along the rural-urban boundary. 
 
Commissioner Snyder asked if this would connect with the sign ordinance. 
 
Director Schmitt stated that the sign ordinance has a provision that all sign illumination is 
approved solely by the Director of Community Planning and Development.  
 
Commissioner Shrewsbury asked if there were any other townships or cities in Michigan that 
have adopted this, or similar, ordinances. 
 
Intern Emery stated that the city of Ann Arbor has a similar ordinance, as well as Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. He also noted that this is an upward trending topic for lighting ordinance reform. 
 
Chair Blumer asked if Michigan State University is currently following similar ordinances, or 
plan on implementing any. 
 
Intern Emery stated that he doesn’t believe they have any regulations, but he wasn’t sure. 
 
Commissioner Scales asked if the ordinance would apply to holiday (“Christmas”) lights. 
 
Intern Emery stated that temporary lighting would be allowed in noncommercial areas for 90 
consecutive days during the year, but the lighting curfew would still be implemented for these 
temporary lights. 
 
Chair Blumer stated that he believes that this ordinance should remain in the miscellaneous 
ordinances section, as it would exist in its own terms and be more enforceable.  
 

10. MASTER PLAN UPDATE 
 

Director Schmitt outlined the Master Plan updates. 
 

A. Goals and Objectives – Handout  
Director Schmitt stated that they have 5 overarching goals that his team will be discussing at 
the next meeting, but wanted to present them to the Planning Commission via handout to 
review prior. 
 

B. Urban Service Boundary – Discussion  
Director Schmitt noted the three sections of the Urban Service Boundary: North, Central & 
Southern. He stated that there were no recommendations for the southern third. In the 
northern third, he had a minor recommendation to fix a split on Green Road, which separated 
6121 & 6117 Green Road. 

 
Commissioner Scales asked if these properties would be required to pay for sewer hookups. 
Commissioner McConnell asked if the properties are already served with the utilities that the 
urban service boundary is meant to limit. 
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Director Schmitt stated that they would not be required to pay for sewer hookup, and that 
these properties are not served. 
 
Commissioners Scales and Shrewsbury raised questions about informing the residents 
affected by this change. 
 
Director Schmitt stated that he will reach out to the two properties affected. He continued to 
speak on the central third of the Urban Service Boundary. His staff would recommend taking 
the line from Georgetown down to Grand River Avenue, including multiple vacant properties 
& the MAC Legends Golf Center. 
 
Commissioner Brooks asked if this change was made, would it continue the belief that the 
Urban Service Boundary is just expanding eastward.  
 
Director Schmitt stated that he doesn’t subscribe to that belief, and this is functionally the 
only change that would be made to the boundary. 
 
Commissioner Scales stated that residents have raised concerns about moving the boundary 
eastward, as well as concerns over future development in that area. 
 
Commissioner McConnell questioned if this would always be a hard boundary or if this would 
be moved out eventually.  
 
Director Schmitt replied this conversation is to make the line more defensible. This is a 
conversation that will come up every time the Master Plan is discussed as long as he was the 
Director. 
 
Commissioner Snyder questioned why the central portion of the Urban Service Boundary was 
being looked at as a potential area of change. 
 
Director Schmitt stated that the area in question was the only section with a questionable 
boundary from Staff’s perspective, but discussion can occur on any portion. 
 
Vice Chair Trezise was generally supportive of moving the line to the rear of the properties 
fronting on Powell Road.  

 
11. REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

A. Township Board Update 
 

Director Schmitt reported that the Township Board has taken up the Cade Street rezoning 
project. The Township Board will also be voting to adopt the sign ordinance at their next 
meeting. 

 
A. Liaison Reports 

  
Chair Blumer 

• Attended the April 3rd meeting of the Downtown Development Authority where new 
officers were elected. 
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Commissioner Scales 
• Attended Economic Development Corporation meeting, where they announced the 

Juneteenth event will take place from June 17th to the 19th. 
 

12. PROJECT UPDATES  
 

A. NONE  
 
13. PUBLIC REMARKS  
 

Chair Blumer opened public remarks at 7:50 pm. 
 
NONE 
 
Chair Blumer closed public remarks at 7:50 pm. 

 
14. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Chair Blumer moved to adjourn. 
 
VOICE VOTE:  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Chair Blumer adjourned the regular meeting at 7:51 pm. 
 



 

 

To:  Planning Commission  
 
From:  Brian Shorkey, Senior Planner 
 
Date:  April 21, 2023 
 
Re: Special Use Permit #23010 (Meridian Township Engineering Department), to 

construct Phase II of the MSU to Lake Lansing Connector Trail. 
 
 
The Township Engineering staff has submitted a Special Use Permit (SUP) application for the 
construction of Phase II of the MSU to Lake Lansing Connector Trail. This segment of the trail is being 
constructed from the end of Campus Hill Drive to the northeast until it intersects with Okemos Road 
and connects with the existing Township Pathway. The SUP is required because sections of the trail 
are being constructed in floodplains. No wetlands are affected by Phase II. 
 
The proposed construction is the 
second phase of a larger, 5.5-mile 
extension of the Lansing River Trail 
and will provide immediate 
benefits to the adjacent properties 
by creating a direct, safe, and 
desirable connection to the MSU 
Campus. Likewise, this connection 
will allow local non-motorized 
users to reach across campus to 
access into both Lansing and East 
Lansing, benefiting the entire 
community. The construction is a 
mix of 10-foot HMA pavement and 
14-foot timber construction. Phase 
II connects Phase I, which received 
floodplain approval from the 
Planning Commission in 2022, to 
the existing Township Pathway on 
the west side of Okemos Road. This 
project is identified on the 
Meridian Township Pathway/Bicycle Master Plan.  
 
Staff Analysis 
Section 86-436 – CV District includes regulations for developments in floodplains. Pedestrian and 
bicycle pathways are allowed as a special use in the CV district when inside of a floodway. As such, 
the standards for SUPs within the floodway were used. Based on those standards, Staff has the 
following comments: 
 

 

LOCATION MAP 
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Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 
 

 

1. Structures shall not be designed for human habitation and shall have a low flood damage 
potential. 

 
Comment: The trail is not used for human habitation, so this standard does not apply. 
 
2. Structures, if permitted, shall be constructed and placed on the site so as to offer the minimum 

obstruction to the flow of floodwaters and whenever possible shall be constructed with the 
longitudinal axis parallel to the direction of flood flow. 

 
Comment: Floodwater is not meaningfully obstructed due to the improvements. A Letter of Floodplain 
Amendment (LOMA) will be required prior to site plan approval. In addition, Township Engineering 
has applied for floodplain approval from the EGLE. 
 
3. No special use permit shall be issued for the development of new structures, the substantial 

improvement or relocation of old structures, or development of any kind within the floodway 
area when such development, construction, improvement, or relocation would cause any 
increase in flood level associated with the base flood elevation. 

 
Comment: Based on the calculations included on the concept plan, no increase in flood level is expected. 
 
4. Excavation and shaping of the floodway shall be conducted in such a manner as to maintain or 

improve the flow of the base flood elevation. In no case shall the flow or impoundment capacity 
of the floodway be reduced. Excavation of soil, sand, gravel, and other materials for the sole 
purpose of providing a compensating excavation in the floodway for the placement of fill in the 
floodway fringe is prohibited. 

 
Comment: The plans show that the required compensating cut is included and will be constructed at 
the time of the construction of the trail.  
 
Planning Commission Options 
The Planning Commission has the option to approve, approve with conditions, or deny Special Use 
Permit #23010. A resolution will be provided at a future meeting. 
 
Attachments 
1. Special use permit application dated December 12, 2022. 
2. Letter of description dated December 9, 2022. 
3. Final plan set, prepared by Township Engineering.  
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

5151 MARSH ROAD, OKEMOS, MI  48864 
PLANNING DIVISION PHONE: (517) 853-4560,  FAX: (517) 853-4095 

 
SPECIAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION 

 

Before submitting this application for review, an applicant may meet with the Director of Community Planning 
and Development to discuss the requirements for a special use permit and/or submit a conceptual plan for 
review to have preliminary technical deficiencies addressed prior to submittal of the application. If the 
property or land use is located in the following zoning districts RD, RC, RCC, RN then the applicant must meet 
with the Planning Director to discuss technical difficulties before filing a formal application.  
 

Part I 
A. Applicant   
 Address of Applicant   
 Contact:  Work   Home   Cell   Email   
 Interest in property (check one):  Owner  Tenant  Option  Other   
 (Please attach a list of all persons with an ownership interest in the property.) 
 
B. Site Address / Location / Parcel Number   
 Legal Description (please attach if necessary)   
 Use for which permit is requested / Project Name   
 Corresponding Ordinance Number   Current Zoning   
                                                                                                                          
C. Developer (if different than applicant)   
 Address   
 Contact:  Work   Cell   Email   
 
D. Architect, Engineer Planner or Surveyor responsible for design of project (if different from applicant): 
 Name   
 Address   
 Contact:  Work   Cell   Email   
 
E. Acreage of all parcels in the project: Gross   Net   
 
F. Explain the project and development phases: (attach) 
 
G.  

Total # Structures Bedrooms Offices Parking Spaces Carports Garages 
Existing       
Proposed       

     
H. Square Footage:  Existing Buildings   Proposed Buildings   
 Usable Floor Area:  Existing Buildings   Proposed Buildings   
 
I. If employees will work on the site, state the number of full time and part time employees working per shift and 

hours of operation: (attach) 
 
J. Existing Recreation: Type   Acreage   
 Proposed Recreation: Type   Acreage   
 Existing Open Space: Type   Acreage   
 Proposed Open Space: Type   Acreage   
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K. If Multiple Housing: 
 Total Acres of Property   
 Acres in Floodplain   Percent of Total   
 Acres in Wetland (not in floodplain)   Percent of Total   
 Total Dwelling Units   
 Dwelling Unit Mix: Number of Single Family Detached: for Rent   Condo   
  Number of Duplexes: for Rent   Condo   
  Number of Townhouses: for Rent   Condo   
  Number of Garden Style Apartments: for Rent   Condo   
  Number of Other Dwellings: for Rent   Condo   
 
L. The following support materials must be submitted with the application: 
 

 1. Nonrefundable Fee.  

 2. Legal Description of the property.  

 3. Evidence of fee or other ownership of the property.  

 4. Site Plan containing the information listed in the attachment to this application.  

5. Architectural sketches showing all sides and elevations of the proposed buildings or structures, 
including the project entrance, as they will appear upon completion.  The sketches should be 
accompanied by material samples or a display board of the proposed exterior materials and colors.   

6. A Traffic Study, prepared by a qualified traffic engineer, based on the most current edition of Evaluating 
Traffic Impact Studies: A Recommended Practice for Michigan Communities, published by the State 
Department of Transportation.  

 a. A traffic assessment will be required for the following: 

1)   New special uses which could, or expansion or change of an existing special use where 
increase in intensity would, generate between 50 to 99 directional trips during a peak 
hour of traffic. 

2)  All other special uses requiring a traffic assessment as specified in the Township Code 
of Ordinances, Chapter 86, Article IV, Division 2. 

 b. A traffic impact study will be required for the following: 

1) New special uses which would, or expansion or change of an existing special use where 
increase in intensity would, generate over 100 directional trips or more during a peak 
hour of traffic, or over 750 trips on an average day. 

2)  All other special uses requiring a traffic assessment as specified in the Township Code 
of Ordinances, Chapter 86, Article IV, Division 2. 

7. Natural features assessment which includes a written description of the anticipated impacts on the 
natural features at each phase and at project completion that contains the following: 

a. An inventory of natural features proposed to be retained, removed, or modified.  Natural 
features shall include, but are not limited to, wetlands, significant stands of trees or individual 
trees greater than 12 inches dbh, floodways, floodplains, waterbodies, identified groundwater 
vulnerable areas, slopes greater than 20 percent, ravines, and vegetative cover types with 
potential to sustain significant or endangered wildlife. 

  b. Description of the impacts on natural features. 

  c. Description of any proposed efforts to mitigate any negative impacts. 

The natural features assessment may be waived by the Director of Community Planning and 
Development in certain circumstances.   
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M. Any other information specified by the Director of Community Planning and Development which is deemed 
necessary to evaluate the application. 

 
N. In addition to the above requirements, for zoning districts, RD, RC, RCC, RN, and CV and Group Housing 

Residential Developments the following is required: 

1. Existing and proposed contours of the property at two foot intervals based on United States Geological 
Survey (USGS) data. 

2. Preliminary engineering reports in accordance with the adopted Township water and sewer standards, 
together with a letter of review from the Township Engineer. 

3. Ten copies of a report on the intent and scope of the project including, but not limited to: Number, size, 
volume, and dimensions of buildings; number and size of living units; basis of calculations of floor area 
and density and required parking; number, size, and type of parking spaces; architectural sketches of 
proposed buildings. 

4. Seven copies of the project plans which the Township shall submit to local agencies for review and 
comments. 

 
O. In addition to the above requirements, a special use application in zoning district RP requires the following 

material as part of the site plan: 

1. A description of the operations proposed in sufficient detail to indicate the effects of those operations 
in producing traffic congestion, noise, glare, air pollution, water pollution, fire hazards or safety hazards 
or the emission of any potentially harmful or obnoxious matter or radiation. 

2. Engineering and architectural plans for the treatment and disposal of sewerage and industrial waste 
tailings, or unusable by-products. 

3. Engineering and architectural plans for the handling of any excessive traffic congestion, noise, glare, air 
pollution, or the emission of any potentially harmful or obnoxious matter or radiation. 

 
P. In addition to the above requirements, a special use application for a use in the Floodway Fringe of zoning 

district CV requires the following: 

1. A letter of approval from the State Department of Environmental Quality. 
2. A location map including existing topographic data at two-foot interval contours at a scale of one inch 

representing 100 feet. 
3. A map showing proposed grading and drainage plans including the location of all public drainage 

easements, the limits, extent, and elevations of the proposed fill, excavation, and occupation. 
4. A statement from the County Drain Commissioner, County Health Department, and Director of Public 

Works and Engineering indicating that they have reviewed and approved the proposal. 
 
Q. In addition to the above requirements, a special use application for a use in the Groundwater Recharge area or 

zoning district CV requires the following: 

1. A location map including existing topographic data at two-foot interval contours. 
2. A map showing proposed grading and drainage plans including the location of all public drainage 

easements, the limits and extent of the proposed fill, excavation, and occupation. 
3. A statement from the County Drain Commissioner, County Health Department, and Director of Public 

Works and Engineering indicating that they have reviewed and approved the proposal.  
 
R. In addition to the above requirements, the Township Code of Ordinances, Article VI, should be reviewed for the 

following special uses: group housing residential developments, mobile home parks, nonresidential structures 
and uses in residential districts, planned community and regional shopping center developments, sand or 
gravel pits and quarries, sod farms, junk yards, sewage treatment and disposal installations, camps and clubs 
for outdoor sports and buildings greater than 25,000 square feet in gross floor area. 
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Part II      SUP REQUEST STANDARDS 
Township Code of Ordinances, Section 86-126 

 
Applications for Special Land Uses will be reviewed with the standards stated below. An application that 
complies with the standards stated in the Township Ordinance, conditions imposed pursuant to the Ordinance, 
other applicable Ordinances, and State and Federal statutes will be approved. Your responses to the questions 
below will assist the Planning Commission in its review of your application.   
(1) The project is consistent with the intent and purposes of this chapter. 

(2) The project is consistent with applicable land use policies contained in the Township's Master Plan of current 
adoption. 

(3) The project is designed, constructed, operated, and maintained so as to be harmonious and appropriate in 
appearance with the existing or intended character of the general vicinity and that such a use will not change 
the essential character of the same area. 

(4) The project will not adversely affect or be hazardous to existing neighboring uses. 
 
(5) The project will not be detrimental to the economic welfare of surrounding properties or the community. 
 
(6) The project is adequately served by public facilities, such as existing roads, schools, stormwater drainage, 

public safety, public transportation, and public recreation, or that the persons or agencies responsible for the 
establishment of the proposed use shall be able to provide any such service. 

 
(7) The project is adequately served by public sanitation facilities if so designed. If on-site sanitation facilities 

for sewage disposal, potable water supply, and storm water are proposed, they shall be properly designed 
and capable of handling the long-term needs of the proposed project. 

 
(8) The project will not involve uses, activities, processes, materials, and equipment and conditions of operation 

that will be detrimental to any persons, property, or the general welfare by reason of excessive production 
of traffic, noise, smoke, fumes, glare, or odors.  

 
(9) The project will not directly or indirectly have a substantial adverse impact on the natural resources of the 

Township, including, but not limited to, prime agricultural soils, water recharge areas, lakes, rivers, streams, 
major forests, wetlands, and wildlife areas. 

 
Part III 
I (we) hereby grant permission for members of the Charter Township of Meridian’s Boards and/or Commissions, 
Township staff member(s) and the Township’s representatives or experts the right to enter onto the above described 
property (or as described in the attached information) in my (our) absence for the purpose of gathering information 
including but not limited to the taking and the use of photographs.  
 
     Yes      No  (Please check one) 

 
By the signature(s) attached hereto, I (we) certify that the information provided within this application and 
accompanying documentation is, to the best of my (our) knowledge, true and accurate 
 
__________________________________________________   ________________ 
Signature of Applicant      Date                          
 
__________________________________________________     
Type/Print Name 
 
Fee: __________________    Received by/Date: _____________________________ 
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Special Use Permit Application Attachment 
Site Plan Requirements Per Section 86-124(c)(4) 

 
 
A site plan, drawn to a legible scale, containing the following information where applicable: 
 
a. Boundaries of the subject property. 
 
b. Total area of the subject property. 
 
c. Location of all existing and proposed structures. 
 
d. Approximate location and distance of all structures within 100 feet of the subject property. 
 
e. Uses of existing and proposed buildings, on the subject site. 
 
f. Proposed means of vehicular and pedestrian ingress and egress to the subject property. 
 
g. Public and private roads and streets, rights-of-way, and easements, indicating names and widths, which abut or 

cross the site. 
 
h. Existing and proposed parking spaces, and vehicular and pedestrian circulation patterns. 
 
i. The buildable area of the subject property indicating all required setbacks, yards and open space. 
 
j. Zoning classification of the subject and adjacent properties. 
 
k. Existing and proposed fencing, screening, landscaping, and buffers. 
 
l. Location and sizes of existing utilities including power lines and towers, both above and below the ground. 
 
m. Amount and location of all impervious surfaces. 
 
n. The verified boundaries of all natural water features and required setback lines. 
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12/9/2022 
 

Mr. Brian Shorkey 
Senior Planner 
Community Planning & Development 
Meridian Township 
5151 Marsh Road, 
Okemos, MI 48864 
 
Dear Mr. Shorkey: 
 
Subject: MSU to Lake Lansing Connector Trail, Phase II – SUP Application 
 
33-02-02-16-326-003: M16-17-3 COM AT SW COR OF SEC 16- S 88 DEG 54' 30" E 133 FT- N 01 
DEG 43' E 152.25 FT TO S'LY R/W LINE OF GTRR- ALONG RR N 55 DEG 11'20" E 500 FT TO POB 
OF PCL- CONT ALONG SAID RR N 55 DEG 11' 20" E 2622.8 FT TO N-S 1/4 LINE- S 01 DEG 38' W 
1414 FT TO N BANK OF MUD LAKE DRAIN- ALONG SAID DRAIN S 71 DEG 58' W 252.9 FT-- S 86 
DEG 21' W 550 FT- N 75 DEG W 110 FT- S 60 DEG W 500 FT- S 0 DEG 45' 30" W 213 FT- N 88 
DEG 54' 30" W 300 FT- N 150 FT N 30 DEG 31' 24" W 357.81 FT- W 300 FT TO BEG, SEC 16, 
T4N R1W. 
Contact: LuAnn Maisner, Charter Township of Meridian, Parks & Recreation Department 
2100 Gaylord C. Smith Ct., Haslett, MI 48840 
 
33-02-02-20-102-004: M20-18 COM @ THE N 1/4 COR SEC 20 -N 01 DEG- 14'W ALONG NS 1/4 
LN SEC 17 A DIST OF 113.83 FT TO THE S'LY R/W LN GRAND RIVER AVE -N 63 DEG 36'W 
ALONG R/W 1421.95 FT TO THE E LN OF SUPERVISORS REPLAT OF LOTS 105 THRU 107 
SUPERVISORS PLAT NO 2 -S ALONG SD E LN 589.80 FT TO THE SE COR LOT 107 SD SUB & POB. 
-S 10 57'10"E 69.86 FT -S 22 DEG 25'05"E 74.30 FT -S 19 DEG 06'40"E 53.64 FT -S 06 DEG 
31'50"E 76.24 FT -S 33 DEG 34'10"E 55.24 FT -S 42 DEG W 230 FT -N 48 DEG W 390 FT -N 89 
DEG 35'W 410 FT TO A TRAVERSE LN ALNG RED CEDAR RIVER 3 FT FROM WATERS EDGE -N 
01 DEG 44'36"E 222. .26 FT TO N LN SEC 20 -S 89 DEG 35'E 748.54 FT ON N SEC LN NTO THE 
POB INCLUDING LANDS BETWEEN TRAVERSE LN & RIVER SEC 20 T4NR1W 6.03 AC M/L 
Contact: LuAnn Maisner, Charter Township of Meridian, Parks & Recreation Department 
2100 Gaylord C. Smith Ct., Haslett, MI 48840 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 
 

Part II Responses: 

(1) The project is consistent with the intent and purposes of this chapter. 

This project will create universal access to these natural areas while both improving safety for non-motorized 
users and increasing the capacity of the floodplain. 

(2) The project is consistent with applicable land use policies contained in the Township's Master Plan of current 
adoption. 

This project has long been identified on Meridian Township’s Pathway/Bicycle Master Plan. Additionally, it 
strongly supports the Township’s goals of non-motorized transportation, walkability, and recreational 
opportunities. Moreover, this project will significantly enhance the safety for local and regional non-
motorized users by moving them off of a state trunkline (M-43/Grand River Ave). 

(3) The project is designed, constructed, operated, and maintained so as to be harmonious and appropriate in 
appearance with the existing or intended character of the general vicinity and that such a use will not change the 
essential character of the same area. 

The existing areas to be improved are woodlands and will remain so with the proposed trail. This project will 
create a low-impact addition to this trail system, allowing access to a desirable area which was previously had 
limited accessibility. Additionally, by increasing the capacity of the floodplain, the community as a whole will 
benefit. 

(4) The project will not adversely affect or be hazardous to existing neighboring uses. 

All existing uses will remain the same with this project.  

(5) The project will not be detrimental to the economic welfare of surrounding properties or the community. 

The proposed trail, the second phase of a larger, 5.5-mile extension of the Lansing River Trail, will provide 
immediate benefits to the adjacent properties by creating a direct, safe, and desirable connection to the MSU 
Campus. Likewise, this connection will allow local non-motorized users to reach across campus to access into 
both Lansing and East Lansing, benefiting the entire community. 

(6) The project is adequately served by public facilities, such as existing roads, schools, stormwater drainage, public 
safety, public transportation, and public recreation, or that the persons or agencies responsible for the 
establishment of the proposed use shall be able to provide any such service. 

As enhancement to an existing trail system, the only facilities which are utilized by this project are those for 
stormwater drainage. By increasing the floodplain capacity this project is increasing the drainage facilities. 

(7) The project is adequately served by public sanitation facilities if so designed. If on-site sanitation facilities for 
sewage disposal, potable water supply, and storm water are proposed, they shall be properly designed and capable 
of handling the long term needs of the proposed project. 

There are no sanitary sewer or potable water systems involved in this project. The stormwater requirements 
for both the Ingham County Drain Commissioner and the Michigan Department of Energy, Great Lakes, and the 
Environment are being met. The appropriate permits are being obtained from each agency. 

 



  

 

Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 
 

(8) The project will not involve uses, activities, processes, materials, and equipment and conditions of operation that 
will be detrimental to any persons, property, or the general welfare by reason of excessive production of traffic, 
noise, smoke, fumes, glare, or odors. 

This project involves standard construction practices with the minimum necessary equipment. Such practices 
and equipment are commonplace in the proposed areas and throughout the community. 

(9) The project will not directly or indirectly have a substantial adverse impact on the natural resources of the 
Township, including, but not limited to, prime agricultural soils, water recharge areas, lakes, rivers, streams, 
major forests, wetlands, and wildlife areas. 

This project will have a positive impact on the Township’s natural resources by increasing the capacity of the 
floodplain. Moreover, by supporting the Township’s priority of non-motorized transportation, this project 
strives to reduce the impact of automotive congestion in the community. 

 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nyal Nunn, CFM 
Senior Project Engineer/DPW 
nunn@meridian.mi.us 
W 517.853.4468 | F 517.853.4095 
5151 Marsh Road | Okemos, MI 48864 
meridian.mi.us 

mailto:nunn@meridian.mi.us
http://www.meridian.mi.us/
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MSU TO LAKE LANSING CONNECTOR TRAIL, PHASE II
CONSTRUCTION PLANS

for
MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP

INGHAM COUNTY, MICHIGAN
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RRECOMMENDED CONSTRUCTION
SCHEDULING & SEQUENCING

MSU TO LAKE LANSING CONNECTOR TRAIL, PHASE II

SOIL EROSION & SEDIMENTATION CONTROL NOTES

1. All soil erosion and sediment control (SESC) work shall conform to the standards and specifications of the
Ingham County Drain Commissioner's Office and Meridian Township.

2. Daily inspections shall be made by the contractor for effectiveness of SESC measures. Any necessary
repairs shall be performed without delay.

3. Erosion of any sediment from work on the site shall be contained on-site and not allowed to collect on any
off-site areas or in waterways. Waterways include both natural and man-made open ditches, streams,
storm drains, lakes, ponds, and wetlands.

4. The Contractor shall apply temporary SESC measures when required and as directed on these plans. The
Contractor shall remove temporary measures as soon as permanent stabilization of slopes, ditches, and
other changes have been established.

5. Staging the work shall be done by the Contractor as directed in these plans and as required to ensure
progressive stabilization of disturbed earth.

6. Soil erosion control practice shall be established in the early stages of construction by the Contractor.
Sedimentation control practices shall be applied as a perimeter defense against any transporting of soil off
the site.

7. The Contractor shall preserve natural vegetation as much as possible.

8. Vegetative stabilization of all disturbed areas shall be established within 15 days of completion of the final
grading.

Call before you dig.

SHEET 1 OF 6

PATHWAY NOTES

1. Pathways and sidewalks shall be four (4) inch thick concrete except at driveways where they shall be six
(6) inch (residential) or seven (7) inch (commercial) thick concrete.

2. Three (3) inches of compacted sand base shall be placed under all pathways and sidewalks.

3. All bituminous aprons shall be two and one-half (21
2) inches thick, unless otherwise noted.

4. Property irons shall be maintained by the Contractor.

5. All existing concrete and bituminous to be removed shall be sawcut. All bituminous removal shall be
considered incidental to construction.

6. All aggregate base material shall be four (4) inches of 22A.

7. All tree (less than 6") and shrub removal shall be considered part of subgrade preparation.

8. Location of new plant material shall be as directed by the Engineer, and shall be installed in accordance
with guidelines established by the A.N.L.A.

9. All plant material not marked for removal shall be protected.

10. Bituminous drives shall be sawcut 18" on either side of proposed pathway.

11. The maximum longitudinal slope is 5% (up to an absolute maximum of 81
3% at the direction of the

Engineer) and the maximum cross slope is 2%.

13. Expansion joints shall be placed at approximately 100' intervals and shall be 12" thick. Contraction joints
shall be sawcut to a depth of 14 of the depth of the concrete.

14. All lumber to be pressure treated (Osmose 33 or equal) to 0.4 retention.

15. All items not covered under a specific pay item shall be considered incidental.

STANDARD CONSTRUCTION NOTES

1. The Contractor shall notify the Charter Township of Meridian, Department of Public Works, Office of
Engineering 517-853-4440 a minimum of 72 hours prior to the start of construction of public utilities or
of construction within the public right-of-way.

2. All construction shall conform to the current standards and specifications of the Charter Township of
Meridian which are included as part of these plans in effect at the time of construction.

3. After the completion of construction of public utilities or construction within public right-of-way, the
contractor must request a final inspection. Any punchlist items resulting from the final inspection must
be resolved prior to final release and acceptance.

4. The existing utilities indicated on the plans are in accordance with available information. It shall be the
contractor's obligation to verify the exact location of all existing utilities, which might affect this job.

5. The contractor shall notify "MISS DIG" 1-800-482-7171 at least 72 hours prior to the start of
construction.

6. The contractor shall at all times be aware of inconvenience caused to the abutting property owners and
the general public. Where the contractor does not remedy undue inconveniences, the Charter Township
of Meridian, upon four hours notice, reserves the right to perform the work and deduct the cost therefore
from the money due the contractor.

7. A Registered Land Surveyor provided by the contractor at the contractor's expense shall replace all
property irons and monuments disturbed or destroyed by the contractor's operations.

8. Contractor shall provide Owner and Township Engineer a copy of written permission to use private
property for storage of equipment and materials or for his construction operations.

9. Trench backfill under existing or proposed roadways, driveways, and parking areas, shall be sand or
gravel, placed in 12" layers (maximum) and consolidated to 95% of maximum density as measured by
modified proctor unless otherwise noted.

10. Trees and shrubs are to be protected during construction and bored where necessary.

11. Existing fences shall be removed and restored to their original condition or better where in conflict with
construction.

12. Driveways, culverts, ditches, drain tile, tile fields, drainage structures, etc., that are disturbed by the
contractor's operations shall be immediately restored.

13. All established lawn areas disturbed by the contractor's operations shall be resodded with matching sod.
All other areas shall be seeded and mulched. Seeding and mulching shall be done in accordance with the
General Specifications.

14. All ditch slopes shall have established vegetation and be protected from erosion.

15. All utility poles in close proximity to construction shall be supported in a manner satisfactory to the
utility owner.

16. Onsite parking and sanitary facilities shall be provided for construction workers. The facilities shall be
constructed and operated (with minimal impact to the surrounding area) to the satisfaction of the
Township.

INSTALL SESC MEASURES
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Meridian Charter Township
   Ingham County, Michigan
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1
4

EMBANKMENT & BERM CROSS SECTION

FENCE PLAN

NOTE: FENCE POSTS CAN BE ANCHORED TO THE PATHWAY; THEN PATHWAY MUST BE WIDENED TO EIGHT FEET

FENCE CROSS SECTION D-D

SEE ABOVE

        4" MIN. TYPICAL EXCEPT

MIN. 1/4 OF THICKNESS OF SLAB

6" MIN. @ RESIDENTIAL DRIVE APPROACHES
7" MIN. @ COMMERCIAL APPROACHES

1
2"

1
2" MIN.

7" MIN. @ COMMERCIAL APPROACHES
6" MIN. @ RESIDENTIAL DRIVE APPROACHES

        4" MIN. TYPICAL EXCEPT

SPACE 100' APART

TYPICAL EXPANSION JOINT L-L

TYPICAL CONTROL JOINT K-K

D

D

CURB & GUTTER APPROACH
5'/7' CONCRETE

DRIVEWAY

E

E

F

F

7" THICK 

 MANHOLE, GATE VALVE OR CURB STOP

TYPICAL SAWED JOINT 

24"

AA

BB

5'

SLOPE 5% MAX.

PAVEMENT
EDGE OF

6" CONCRETE RAMP W\O CURB

RAMP TYPE R

APPROACH

DRIVEWAY

CURB & GUTTER

TYP. COMMERCIAL DRIVEWAY PLAN

CROSS SECTIONS E-E; F-F

TYP. RESIDENTIAL DRIVEWAY PLAN

CROSS SECTIONS J-J

VARIES

5'/7'

3'

TYPICAL SAWED JOINT DETAIL

18"

CROSS SECTION A-A

DETAIL G

(SEE DETAIL K-K)

5'/7'

5'/7'
1'-2'

SWALE CROSS SECTION

5'/7'

J

12" TO 18"

6"

TYPICAL CROSS SECTION

VARIES5'/7'
BERM IF REQ'D.

1'-2'

SLOPE 5% MAX.

CROSS SECTION B-B

2'
CURB

1'-2' VARIES

1'-2'5'/7'1'-2'

6"

VARIES

DRIVEWAY10% MAX. SLOPE

RESIDENTIAL DRIVEWAY SLOPES

CURB & GUTTER

APPROACH 6" THICK 
PATHWAY/SIDEWALK

2% MAX. SLOPE

APPROX. 10'

1' TO 2'

5'

5'/7'

DOME ALIGNMENT

DOME SPACINGDOME SECTION

50% TO 65%

0.9" TO 1.4"

0.2"

OF BASE
1.6"-2.4" 0.65" MIN.

0.65" MIN.

1.6"-2.4"

24"

DETECTABLE WARNING DETAILS

RAMP
5% MAX

SECTION J-J

RAMPS LOCATED IN RADIUS RAMP LOCATED IN RADIUS

JJ

 GENERAL NOTES
1. SIDEWALKS/PATHWAYS SHALL BE 4" THICK CONCRETE EXCEPT AT DRIVEWAYS.
2. SIDEWALKS/PATHWAYS THRU DRIVES SHALL BE: 6" (RESIDENTIAL); 7" (MULTI-RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL)
3. 3" OF COMPACTED SAND BASE SHALL BE PLACED UNDER ALL SIDEWALKS/PATHWAYS.
4. ALL BITUMINOUS APRONS SHALL BE 2 1/2" THICK, UNLESS NOTED OTHERWISE
5. PROPERTY IRONS SHALL BE MAINTAINED BY THE CONTRACTOR.
6. ALL EXISTING CONCRETE AND BITUMINOUS TO BE REMOVED SHALL BE SAWCUT.ALL CONCRETE AND BITUMINOUS REMOVAL SHALL

BE CONSIDERED INCIDENTAL TO CONSTRUCTION.
7. ALL AGGREGATE BASE SHALL BE 22A, 4" THICK.
8. ALL TREE AND BUSH REMOVAL SHALL BE CONSIDERED PART OF SUB-GRADE PREPARATION.
9. LOCATION OF NEW PLANT MATERIAL SHALL BE AS DIRECTED BY THE ENGINEER, AND SHALL BE INSTALLED IN ACCORDANCE WITH

GUIDELINES ESTABLISHED BY THE A.A.O.N.
10. ALL PLANT MATERIAL NOT MARKED FOR REMOVAL SHALL BE PROTECTED.
11. BITUMINOUS DRIVES SHALL BE SAWCUT 18" ON EITHER SIDE OF PROPOSED PATHWAY.

VARIES PER WALK WIDTH

E.J.I.W. 7005 DETECTABLE WARNING PLATE
SIZES AVAILABLE 12", 18" & 24"

PLATES MUST BE ASPHALTIC COATED

>5'

CURB & GUTTER

<5'

5'/7'

SLOPE 2% 
SLOPE 5% MAX.

LANDING

5'/7'

LANDING SIZE
7' PATHWAY = 7' SQ.
5' SIDEWALK = 5' SQ.

LONGITUDINAL

LANDING SIZE
7' PATHWAY = 7' SQ.
5' SIDEWALK = 5' SQ.

5'/7'

SLOPE 2% 
LANDING

5'/7'

6'-1 34" w/2 12" POST O.C.

3 34" PICKET SPACING (F-F)
1 18" X 1 34"
HORIZONTAL
RAIL

3
4" X 34" PICKETS
.050 WALL

2 12" X 2 12" .100
WALL POST

36 12"4'+/-

6"

PATHWAY

3" SAND BASE

BLOCK RETAINING WALL PER
MANUFACTURER'S SPECIFICATIONS
(IF REQUIRED)

FENCE DETAIL

4" MIN

NEW CONCRETE

4" MIN

EX CONCRETE

1
2" (#4) EPOXY
COATED RE-ROD
@16" ON CENTER

CONCRETE PINNING DETAIL
CROSS SECTION- (NO SCALE)

1
2" (#4) EPOXY
COATED RE-ROD
@16" ON CENTER

RAMP PERPENDICULAR
TO TANGENT CURB

GRADE BREAKS AT THE TOP AND BOTTOM OF
PERPENDICULAR CURB RAMPS SHALL BE
PERPENDICULAR TO THE DIRECTION OF
TRAVEL. AT LEAST ONE END OF THE BOTTOM
GRADE BREAK SHALL BE AT THE BACK OF CURB.

PAVEMENT

DRAWN BY: JG 08/01/05 CHECKED BY: YI 08/01/05

Meridian Charter Township
Ingham County, Michigan

REVISIONS:
COMMENTS:BY:DATE:
ADD REBAR TO CURB & GUTTERJG04/30/03

ENGINEERING

5' SIDEWALK & 7' PATHWAY
DETAIL SHEET SCALE:

NONE
PAGE:

6 OF 6

CLARIFY RAMP DETAILSJG08/01/05
FENCE POST IN PVC PIPE W/SANDJG12/20/06
RAMPS W/ DETECTABLE WARNING PLATESJG12/29/08
LANDING CROSS SECTIONSNN08/14/09
DOWEL DETAIL FOR NEW/EX CONCRETEJG03/18/16
SPEC & DETAIL SHEET OVERHAULNN01/22/18

PAGE:
PATHWAY DETAIL
SHEET 2021.DWG

#4 DOWELS EMBEDDED 9" INTO
ADJACENT CURB & GUTTER

LONGITUDINAL SLOPE
5% MAX (8.33% MAX)

POUR RAMP SEPARATE FROM C&G;
PLACE EXPANSION JOINT AT BOC;
DOWEL RAMP TO C&G  WITH #4,
EPOXY COATED RE-ROD @ 16" O.C.

RAMP SLOPE MAX

5% MAX

EPOXY COATED #5 BARS
(18" LONG) AT 24" CENTERS

SECTION E-E SECTION F-F

1.5% MAX (HIGH VOLUME)
8% MAX (NO SIDEWALK)

12% MAXIMUM CHANGE
IN SLOPE AT 10 FOOT

INTERVALS (SAG)

8% MAXIMUM CHANGE
IN SLOPE AT 10 FOOT

INTERVALS (CREST)

*

*

MAX SLOPE 14" PER FT

MAX SLOPE 14" PER FT

MAX SLOPE 14" PER FT

TOPSOIL, SEED, FERTILIZER, & MULCH

EXISTING GRADE

4" CONCRETE

3" SAND BASE

14' SINGLE
20' DOUBLE

J

REPLACE EARTH DRIVE WITH
2.5" BIT. ON 4" GRAVEL BASE

6" CONCRETE IN DRIVEWAY

4" CONCRETE

6" CONCRETE; OR 3" BIT. APPROACH
CURB & GUTTER

6" CONCRETE IN DRIVEWAY

TYPICAL EXPANSION JOINT
(SEE DETAIL L-L)

4" CONCRETE

3" SAND BASE

DETAIL G

4" CONCRETE
W/3" SAND BASE

6" CONCRETE
W/3" SAND BASE

#4 DOWELS - EMBED 9" MIN

DETECTABLE WARNING PLATES

6" CONCRETE
W/3" SAND BASE

4" CONCRETE
W/3" SAND BASE

EXISTING GRADE

4" CONCRETE
W/3" SAND BASE

SWALE IF P/W IS BELOW CURB4" CONCRETE
W/3" SAND BASE

2% MAX

24" DETECTABLE WARNING PLATES 6" CONCRETE
W/3" SAND BASE

LANDING
SLOPE 2% MAX

RAMP
SLOPE 5% MAX

(8.33% MAX)

SAWED JOINT: 9' SPACING ON 7' PATHWAYS;
5' SPACING ON 5' SIDEWALKS

42" MIN

FENCE & RET. WALL REVISIONNN04/12/19

6" MIN

FENCE REVISIONNN12/03/20

CONC FTG

OPTIONAL - BRACKET
MOUNT DIRECTLY
ONTO CONC



 

 

To:  Planning Commission  
 
From:  Brian Shorkey, Senior Planner 
 
Date:  April 21, 2023 
 
Re: Special Use Permit #23011 (Herbana), to construct a medical marijuana 

provisioning center at 2119A Haslett Road, Haslett, MI  48840. 
 
 
Haslett Holdings Inc. (Applicant) has submitted a Special Use Permit (SUP) application for the 
construction of a 4,000 square foot medical marijuana provisioning center at 2119A Haslett Road, 
Haslett, MI  48840 (Subject Property). The Subject Property is approximately 1.92 acres in size and 
is zoned C-1 – Commercial.  
 
Sec. 40-30 (e)(3) of the Township Code of Ordinances requires a successful medical marijuana 
applicant to apply for a special use permit, as provided in Sec. 86-124, within 60 days or issuance of 
a conditional approval for a medical marijuana facility permit. This SUP application fulfills that 
requirement and is identical to the 
SUP application that the Planning 
Commission reviewed and 
recommended for approved in 2019 
(SUP #19131). Construction started 
and stopped after SUP #19131 was 
approved and the approval expired 
before Covid19 affected the 
community. 
 
The Applicant is planning on 
finishing the remodel to the existing 
suite on the commercial strip on the 
southeast corner of Haslett and 
Okemos Roads. 
 
Zoning and Future Land Use 
The Subject Property is located in 
the C-1 – Commercial zoning 
district. The same zoning 
designation applies to the adjacent 
properties and the west, east, and 
south. The property to the north is 
zoned PO – Professional Office. The property to the east of the commercial strip center is zoned RR 
– Rural Residential. 
 
 
 

 

ZONING MAP 
 



 
Special Use Permit #23011 (Herbana) 
Planning Commission (April 24, 2023) 
Page 2 

 
  

Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 
 

 

 
The 2017 Master Plan designates 
the subject site as Commercial. This 
designation applies to the 
properties adjacent to the north, 
west, and south. The remainder of 
the strip center is designated as 
Commercial as well, but the 
property adjacent to the strip center 
to the east is designated as R2 – 
Residential.  
 
Staff Analysis 
Applications for special land use 
permits are reviewed under Sec. 86-
126 in the Zoning Ordinance. Based 
on that review, Staff has the 
following comments: 
 

1. The Subject Property lies 
within Medical Marijuana 
Overlay Area 1. This has 
been approved of one of only seven areas in the Township where medical marijuana 
facilities are allowed. The proposed use conforms with this.  

2. The proposed medical marijuana dispensary conforms with the Subject Property’s zoning 
and Future Land Use designations.  

3. The material attached to the medical marijuana application, approved on January 23, 2023, 
detailed the safety and odor control that was being proposed by the Applicant. The safety 
and odor control systems meet the Township’s requirements. 

4. The Subject Property is adequately served by water and sewer. An attached traffic 
assessment verifies that the existing roads are capable of handling the traffic and no traffic 
study is required.  

5. A sign plan was submitted as required by Sec. 40-30. The proposed signage meets the 
requirements of the Township sign ordinance. 

 
Based on the information provided by the Applicant, Staff has identified no major concerns that would 
negatively impact surrounding properties or the Township at large while reviewing the proposed 
Special Use Permit. If the project is approved by the Planning Commission and the Township Board, 
the applicant will be required to submit for Site Plan Review before work on the project can begin. Site 
Plan Review is a detailed staff-level analysis of the project which includes reviews of storm water, 
utilities, landscaping, grading, and other issues to ensure compliance with all applicable ordinances as 
well as confirmation of approvals from local agencies such as the Ingham County Drain Commissioner’s 
Office and Road Department. 
 

 

FUTURE LAND USE MAP 
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Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 
 

 

Planning Commission Options 
The Planning Commission has the option to recommend approval, approval with conditions, or denial 
of Special Use Permit #23011. A resolution will be provided at a future meeting. 
 
Attachments 
1. SUP permit application with attachments, dated March 20, 2023 and received by the Township 

on March 20, 2023. 
2. Sign permit and attached sign plan, dated March 20, 2023 and received by the Township on 

March 20, 2023. 
 









3/20/23

James Daly
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Attachment F - Natural Features Assessment 

7a. There will be no changes to the natural features on the parcel. Due to this 

circumstance this question is not applicable to this application. Natural features are also 

included on the site plan 

7b. There will be no changes to the natural features on the parcel and therefore 

there will be no impacts on the natural features. 

7c. There will be no changes to the natural features on the parcel and no mitigation 

will need to take place to shield the natural features 





Attachment G - SUP Request Standards 

1. A provisioning center at the proposed location aligns with the intent and purposes of

Meridian Township Code of Ordinances Chapter 86. Among the Chapter 86 listed and

applicable purposes to this project are fostering "harmonious relationships among land

uses" , and promote stability of the townships commercial areas; this project does both.

The project is a consumer facing business which anticipates interactions with customers

can take around 10 minutes, similar to those interaction times that are taking place at

other nearby businesses including salons, professional services, and targeted retail

establishments. This project is the exact same type of land use as the current retailors in

this area and its addition will promote stability in the area by adding an anchor type

consumer serving business to the corner mall. Finally, the planning commission and

township board have endorsed the location by including this parcel as part of the

medical marihuana overlay district.

2. The project is consistent with the Meridian Master Plan. The project is in a commercially

zoned parcel of a Mixed-Use Core Area with multiple types of available transportation. It

promotes pedestrian use a it is situated on the Haslett Road bike lane (road diets)

portion with an existing pedestrian pathway. There is also public transit located on the

adjacent roadway. This project, along with the surrounding businesses, is accessible by

foot and vehicular traffic, which will help create a small community of consumer facing

businesses for the nearby residents of the municipality.

3. This will have no change on the existing or intended character of the general vicinity

because the project contains minimal changes to the parcel's currently constructed

building. It is appropriate to conclude that the area's essential character will remain

unchanged.

4. The project will compliment existing neighboring uses. The project includes a small

consumer facing business consistent with those types of organizations in the immediate

vicinity. The project also includes a robust surveillance system addressing the interior

and exterior of the project. The addition of exterior surveillance cameras results in

additional security for surrounding organizations and a potential resource for local

authorities. Finally, the project also includes odor mitigation elements to make sure

there is no potential nuisance to the surrounding neighbors. See Legalizing Marijuana

Could Give Michigan Home Values A Boost, available at

h ttps://www.forbes.com/sites/afyya I e /2018/12 /06/1 eqa! izi nq-marii ua na-cou I d-qive-

m ich iqan-home-va I ues-a-boost/# 17 ac9d 5140e4 and Contact High: The External Effects

of Retail Marijuna Establishments on House Prices, available at:

hUps;//paoers.ssrn.com/so/3/papers.cfin ?abstract id=2885017

5. This project will likely increase the economic welfare of the surrounding properties and

community. They type of project contemplated for this parcel has been shown to





SIGN PERMIT APPLICATION 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 

5151 MARSH ROAD, OKEMOS, MI 48864-1198 
 BUILDING DIVISION PHONE: (517) 853-4500 FAX:  (517)853-4095 

  meridian.mi.us    PLEASE PRINT 

Site Address/Location Zoning District 

Applicant (If different than Contractor) 

Address of Applicant 

Telephone Fax Email 

Contractor Contractor License # 

Address of Contractor 

Telephone  Fax Email 

Type of Sign  Number of Signs  New  or  Replacement of Existing 

___  Freestanding   _____________      ____     ____ 

___  Wall    _____________  ____        ____ 

___  Other (describe)   _____________  ____        ____   

The following materials must be submitted with the application: 

• A drawing of the sign to scale showing dimensions and total square footage.

• A drawing of the support structure (base) and footing to scale showing dimensions & total height including the sign.

• A site plan to scale showing location of freestanding sign and setbacks.

• Building elevation to scale showing location of wall sign and lineal dimension of the building or tenant space

• Permit fee $_______________     FEE RECEIVED $_______________    RECEIPT #_____________    DATE _____________________

I agree this application is only for the work described and does not grant permission for additional or related work which requires separate 

permits. I understand the permit may become null and void if work is not started within 180 days, or if work is suspended or abandoned 

for a period of 180 days at any time after work has commenced; and that I am responsible for assuring all required inspections are 

requested in conformance with the applicable code. 

I hereby certify that the proposed work is authorized by the owner, and that I am authorized by the owner to make this application as his 

authorized agent.  I agree to comply to all applicable laws of the State of Michigan and the local jurisdiction. All information provided on the 

permit application and accompanying documentation is to the best of my knowledge true and accurate. 

Applicant/Contractor Signature ________________________________________________________________    Date ___________________________ 

Federal I.D Number                                                                   Insurance Name/Policy Number 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 
____Existing Sign   ____Conforming     _____Non Conforming  

If Non Conforming  Assessed Value of Sign  $ 

____Proposed Sign  ____Conforming   ____Non Conforming 

Variance Granted/Date  _____________________ 

Application   ___ Approved    ___ Denied    

Building Official ___________________________   

Date Approved: Permit Number 

NOTE:  Separate application must be completed for Electrical permit.  

This is not a permit and does not authorize any sign(s) to be installed or any other work or construction associated with this 
application until a permit has been issued. 

3/20/23

Ari Goldstein




23'-0" SUITE WIDTH

6'-2"

3'
-8

"
EXISTING METAL FACADE TO
REMAIN.

ILLUMINATED SIGN TO REPLACE
EXISTING AT BUILDING FACADE.
SIGN NOT TO EXCEED 23
SQ.FT.

NEW INSERT WITHIN EXISTING
STREET STREET POLE SIGN.

EXISTING STOREFRONT TO
REMAIN.

EXISTING COLUMNS TO
REMAIN.

EXISTING METAL FACADE TO
REMAIN.

ILLUMINATED SIGN TO REPLACE
EXISTING.

EXISTING STOREFRONT TO
REMAIN.

EXISTING COLUMNS TO
REMAIN.

the

group

peabody

ARCHITECTS & DESIGNERS

4740 Marsh Road
Okemos, Michigan  48864
Phone: (517) 349-0902
Cell: (586) 243-5945

Copyright 2019 the peabody group
www.tpgarch.com

2119 Haslett Road., Suite 'A' - Signage
Meridian RE Ventures

Building Elevation

Partial Building Facade Street Pole Sign



 

 

 

Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 
 

To:  Planning Commission  
 
From:  Brian Shorkey, Senior Planner 
 
Date:  April 20, 2023 
 
Re: Special Use Permit #23004 (Schultz Veterinary Clinic), to construct a 650 

square foot addition to an existing business. 
 
 
The Planning Commission held the public hearing for Special Use Permit #23004 at its meeting on 
April 10, 2023. The Planning Commission raised questions about the required pathway on the 
Subject Property’s frontage on Bennett Road. 
 
Staff has discussed the pathway with Township Engineering and Public Works staff. While no date 
has been confirmed for the pathway’s construction, it has been confirmed that the pathway will be 
constructed during the 2023 construction season. The pathway will meet the Township’s 
construction standards, meaning that it will not exceed a 3 to 1 grade and therefore does not require 
any railing to be constructed. Further information will be provided when the Township applies for 
the required wetland permit for the pathway’s construction. 
 
No other major concerns were raised and the Planning Commission agreed to consider a resolution 
to approve the special use permit to construct 650 square foot addition on the existing business at 
2770 Bennett Road at its next meeting. 
 
Planning Commission Options 
 
The Planning Commission may approve, approve with conditions, or deny the special use permit.  
Staff recommends approval of the Special Use Permit to construct 650 square foot addition on the 
existing business at 2770 Bennett Road, with the conditions listed in the resolution. 
 
• Move to adopt the resolution approving Special Use Permit #23004 to construct 650 

square foot addition on the existing business at 2770 Bennett Road. 
 
Attachment 
1. Resolution to approve SUP #23004. 
2. April 10, 2023 meeting packet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION TO APPROVE Special Use Permit #23004 
 Schultz Veterinary Clinic 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
 At a regular meeting of the Planning Commission of the Charter Township of Meridian, 
Ingham County, Michigan, held at the Meridian Municipal Building, in said Township on the 
24th day of April, 2023 at 6:30 p.m., Local Time. 
 
PRESENT:   
 
ABSENT:  
 
 The following resolution was offered by Commissioner ________________ and supported by 
Commissioner ________________. 
 

WHEREAS, Schultz Veterinary Clinic has submitted a request to construct a 650 addition 
to an existing veterinary clinic at their property at 2770 Bennett Road, identified as Parcel 
I.D.# 33-02-02-29-300-014; and 
 

WHEREAS, the subject property is zoned RR – Rural Residential; and 
 
WHEREAS, according to Sec. 86-368 of the Zoning Ordinance, veterinary clinics are 

allowed as a special use in  the Rural Residential zone; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing at its regular meeting on April 

10, 2023, and has reviewed staff material forwarded under a cover memorandum dated April 6, 
2023; and 
 

WHEREAS, the proposed project is consistent with the general standards for granting a 
special use permit found in Section 86-126 of the Code of Ordinances. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CHARTER 

TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN hereby approves Special Use Permit #23004, subject to the 
following conditions: 
 

1. A final site plan is required to be submitted and approved prior to the issuance of 
building permits for the proposed addition. 

 
ADOPTED: YEAS:  
                                                                                             
  NAYS:   
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
    ) ss 
COUNTY OF INGHAM ) 
 
 I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Chairperson of the Planning 
Commission of the Charter Township Meridian, Ingham County, Michigan, DO HEREBY 



Resolution to Approve 
SUP #23004 (Schultz Veterinary Clinic) 
Page 2 
 
CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and a complete copy of a resolution adopted at a regular 
meeting of the Planning Commission on the 24th day of April, 2023. 
 
 
       ______________________________   
       Mark Blumer 
       Planning Commission Chairperson 
 



 

 

To:  Planning Commission  
 
From:  Brian Shorkey, Senior Planner 
 
Date:  April 6, 2023 
 
Re: Special Use Permit #23004 (Schultz Veterinary Clinic), to construct a 650 

square foot addition to an existing business. 
 
 
Mayberry Homes (Applicant) has submitted a Special Use Permit (SUP) application for the 
construction of an addition of an existing business, Schultz Veterinary Clinic, at 2770 Bennett Road 
(Subject Property). The approximate 2.8-acre subject property is zoned RR (Rural Residential). The 
Clinic was originally approved in 1989 (SPR #89-10) and was last added on to in 2006 (SPR #06-
02). As a veterinary clinic is a special land use in the RR district, it was determined that further 
expansion of the building requires an amendment to the previously approved SUP (#06-89071).  
 
This application was introduced to 
the Planning Commission at their 
regular meeting on February 27, 
2023. At that time, Staff informed 
the Planning Commission about a 
previous condition for SUP #06-
89071 that required the installation 
of the Subject Property’s segment of 
the Township Pathway along 
Bennett Road. The Pathway was 
never installed, meaning that 
installation of the Pathway segment 
is still required for approval. Since 
that meeting, Township Engineering 
has worked with the Applicant to 
work out a path to comply with that 
condition and the Pathway segment 
will be constructed in 2023. As a 
result, this application is being 
reheard.  
 
Zoning and Future Land Use 
The Subject Property is located in the RR – Rural Residential zoning district. The same zoning 
designation applies to the properties to the east. The property to the west is zoned PO – Professional 

 

ZONING MAP 
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Office. The property to the north is 
part of the Silverleaf Planned Unit 
Development and is zoned RAA – 
Single-Family Residential. The 
property to the south is under a 
Cooperative Agreement with the 
City of Lansing and is the College 
Fields golf course. 
 
The 2017 Master Plan designates 
the subject site as R2 – Residential. 
This designation also applies to the 
property to the west and north. The 
property to the east is shown as 
Institutional and is owned and 
operated by Okemos Schools. The 
property to the south is under a 
Cooperative Agreement with East 
Lansing.  
 
Staff Analysis 
Applications for Special Use Permits must comply with the standards as found in Sec. 86-126. The 
standards are listed here for the Planning Commission’s review, followed by Staff comments in 
italics.  
 

1. The project is consistent with the intent and purposes of this chapter.  
The existing use is a veterinary clinic. The use has been compatible with the surrounding land uses. 
 

2. The project is consistent with applicable land use policies contained in the Township's 
comprehensive development plan of current adoption. 

As noted, the property is designated as R2 – Residential in the Future Land Use map and the property 
is zoned RR – Rural Residential. Veterinary clinics are allowed as an SUP in the RR district and conforms 
with the Comprehensive Plan. 
 

3. The project is designed, constructed, operated, and maintained so as to be harmonious and 
appropriate in appearance with the existing or intended character of the general vicinity and 
that such a use will not change the essential character of the same area. 

The proposed addition is consistent with the existing structure. The proposed addition is on the north 
side of the building and unobservable from the Bennett Road, so the appearance of the area is not 
expected to change. 
 

4. The project will not adversely affect or be hazardous to existing neighboring uses. 
No adverse or hazardous effects are expected from the proposed addition. 
 

5. The project will not be detrimental to the economic welfare of surrounding properties or the 
community. 

 

FUTURE LAND USE MAP 
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No changes in surrounding economics are expected. 
 

6. The project is adequately served by public facilities, such as existing roads, schools, 
stormwater drainage, public safety, public transportation, and public recreation, or that the 
persons or agencies responsible for the establishment of the proposed use shall be able to 
provide any such service. 

All existing public facilities are adequate for the proposed SUP and no improvements are necessary, 
except that there is a requirement that the segment of the Township Pathway for the Subject Property 
be constructed. The Applicant has come to an agreement with Township Public Works about the 
Pathway segment. Public Works will construct the Pathway segment on behalf of the Applicant later in 
2023. 
 

7. The project is adequately served by public sanitation facilities if so designed. If on-site 
sanitation facilities for sewage disposal, potable water supply, and stormwater are 
proposed, they shall be properly designed and capable of handling the long term needs of 
the proposed project. 

All existing public facilities are adequate for the proposed SUP and no improvements are necessary. 
 

8. The project will not involve uses, activities, processes, materials, and equipment and 
conditions of operation that will be detrimental to any persons, property, or the general 
welfare by reason of excessive production of traffic, noise, smoke, fumes, glare, or odors. 

It is not expected that any additional traffic, noise, smoke, fumes, glare, or odors will be produced. 
 

9. The project will not directly or indirectly have a substantial adverse impact on the natural 
resources of the Township, including, but not limited to, prime agricultural soils, water 
recharge areas, lakes, rivers, streams, major forests, wetlands, and wildlife areas. 

The proposed SUP will not have any effects on the Township’s natural resources. There is a regulated 
wetland on the south side of the Subject Property, but the proposed addition is on the north side of the 
existing building and will not affect the wetland. As noted, the Township Public Works Department has 
agreed to construct the required segment of the Township Pathway. The Pathway segment may have 
an effect on the regulated wetland. If it does, Township Public Works will apply for a Wetland Permit 
as required.  
 
In addition, non-residential special uses under Sec. 86-654(e) have specific site location standards 
that must be met. Based on that review, Staff has no additional comments. 
 
If the project is approved by the Planning Commission, the applicant will be required to submit for Site 
Plan Review before work on the project can begin. Site Plan Review is a detailed staff-level analysis of 
the project which includes reviews of storm water, utilities, landscaping, grading, and other issues to 
ensure compliance with all applicable ordinances as well as confirmation of approvals from local 
agencies such as the Ingham County Drain Commissioner’s Office and the Ingham County Road 
Department. 
 
Planning Commission Options 
The Planning Commission has the option to approve, approve with conditions, or deny Special Use 
Permit #23004. A resolution will be provided at a future meeting. 
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Attachments 
1. SUP permit application and attached material, dated January 30, 2023. 
2. Building Drawings and Site plan prepared by Farhat Design, dated September 6, 2022 and 

received by the Township on January 30, 2023. 
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To:  Members of Planning Commission 
 
From:  Timothy R. Schmitt 
 
Date:  April 20, 2023 
 
Re: 2023 Master Plan – Goals and Objectives DRAFT 
 
Based on the feedback Staff has received from the public, the Planning Commission, and the language 
in the existing Master Plan, the following is the current working draft of the Goals and Objectives. We 
are providing this to the Planning Commission now to give Commissioners an opportunity to review 
them, prior to discussing them in more detail at the next PC meeting on April 24th.  
 
The five ‘top line’ headings are a mix of new language and direct carryovers from the current Master 
Plan. With the individual items, Staff is attempting to create language that is more direct than the top 
line, but not hyper specific. We are proposing to add a third piece to the plan, an Implementation 
Matrix, which will include the hyper specific items, along with timeframes to look into them. 
Additionally, this Matrix will act as a sort of roadmap for the Planning Commission’s work over the 
next five years.  
 
We welcome input on this piece of the Master Plan as we move closer to a draft document yet this 
Spring. Please note, these are in no particular order at this time.  
 
Goal: Preserve and Strengthen Residential Neighborhoods 

- Encourage the development of new mixed-use developments to direct residential density 

towards existing development nodes. 

- Help to create better engagement between residents and neighborhoods by strengthening 

coordination with existing and future homeowner associations. 

- Continue the restoration of housing and neighborhoods in the Lake Lansing area by 
designating the area surrounding Lake Lansing as a special land use area and adopting zoning 
standards specific to conditions in the Lake Lansing area. 

- Support the increasing work-at-home population by evaluating the home business standards 

to ensure that the increasing work-at-home population is properly supported. 

- Ensure that the Future Land Use Map and Zoning Ordinance allow for a range of residential 

densities that will ensure diversity of housing to meet the needs of residents of all household 

types of income levels. 

- Evaluate the potential for inclusion of accessory dwelling units on owner occupied, single 

family properties. 

- Determine whether or not minimum house sizes continue to be a necessary requirement for 
new construction, specifically outside of new subdivisions.  

- Evaluate potential programs to help keep existing homeowners in their existing homes, 

allowing them to age in place. 

- Work towards increasing affordability of housing for both new and existing residents.
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Goal: Enhance the Viability of Township Businesses 
- Work with Michigan State University Corporate Research Park to ensure that any potential 

expansion or relocation of the Van Camp Incubator + Research Labs occurs within Meridian 
Township.  

- Working with the Meridian Township Brownfield Redevelopment Authority, identify 
potential targets for use of the growing Brownfield Revolving Loan Fund. 

- Implement walkable design principles in redevelopment projects to help change the auto 
dominated nature of the Township’s commercial corridors.  

- Partner with the private sector to provide opportunities for public art throughout the 
Community.  

- In partnership with the Corridor Improvement Authority, implement necessary process and 
ordinance changes to better achieve the goals of the Authority and Community along the 
Grand River Avenue corridor. 

- Evaluate the M-78 corridor for more detailed analysis of future land use, given market 
changes since the Covid19 pandemic.  

- Analyze the impact the Michigan State University campus master plan on the Hagadorn 
corridor and make potential changes to the future land use and zoning of the area as 
necessary. 

 
Goal: Maintain Outstanding Public Services 

- Work with Haslett and Okemos Public Schools on the construction, reconstruction, or 
rehabilitation of their buildings and properties throughout the Township. 

- Continue to eliminate inflexible or obsolete zoning regulations to further streamline the 
Zoning Ordinance and make it more easily used by the public.  

- Coordinate with the Capital Area Transit Authority to determine appropriate locations for 
new and relocated transit stops in conjunction with major new developments.  

- Pursue pedestrian/bicycle/pathway linkages that best connect parks and facilities to 
residential neighborhoods. 

- In coordination with the Haslett and Okemos Public Schools, help implement Safe Routes to 
Schools principles that are identified for the districts’ buildings.  

- Create greater accessibility in all aspects of Township operations to ensure that every 
resident can participate in civic life.  

- Collaborate with the Ingham County Drain Commissioner’s office on future projects to ensure 
that public input is incorporated into drainage plans.  

- Work to ensure that planning and land use decisions consider equity and inclusion. 
- Implement the Parks and Recreation Master Plan in land use decisions, where appropriate.  

 
Goal: Balance Environmental Preservation and Strategic Growth in the Township 

- Focus growth onto previously developed sites to ensure efficient land use patterns within the 
Urban Service Boundary.  

- Continue to expand opportunities for cluster developments to preserve environmentally 
significant areas.  

- Promote infill development along the main vehicular corridors in the Township, reusing 
existing developed land for new uses.  

- Update the Township’s 2004 Greenspace Plan to be a more effective tool.  
- Evaluate the potential to utilize Land Preservation funding in a Purchase of Development 

Rights program.  
- Review the wetland setback requirements, which has created a two tiered system of land 

ownership in the Township.  
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- Continue to support efforts from the Environmental Commission to educate the public on 
wetland regulations and benefits.  

- Incorporate Low Impact Design standards into the Zoning Ordinance wherever possible. 
- Investigate the possibility of developing a woodlands ordinance to protect woodlots. 

 
Goal: Further Analyze Potential Intensity Change Areas (PICAs) in the Township 

- Add the Meridian Mall and surrounding areas as a PICA, through the development of a small 
area plan. 

- Develop Small Area Plans, as addendums to the Master Plan, for each of the PICAs, in 
anticipation of future development.  

- Work with the property owners of the Carriage Hills shopping center to determine how the 
Township can support jumpstarting redevelopment in that area.  

- In conjunction with the Economic Development Corporation, Brownfield Redevelopment 
Authority, and Corridor Improvement Authority, conduct a market study to support future 
commercial redevelopment of the PICAs.  

- Coordinate with the Ingham County Drain Commissioner’s office on potential stormwater 
management enhancements in the area between the Downtown Okemos PICA and the 
potential Meridian Mall PICA.  

- Update the Downtown Development Authority’s Integrated Plan for the post Great Recession 
and post Covid Pandemic atmosphere.  
 

Implementation Matrix Items: 
- Update landscape ordinance to provide more opportunity for low impact design.  
- Amend the zoning ordinance to allow for an increase in missing middle housing development, 

such as duplex units.  
- Analyze the entire Township to align the Future Land Use map with the existing, established 

land uses, outside of potential redevelopment areas.  
- Consolidate Future Land Use categories in the next Master Plan update.  
- Increase the Township’s Bike Friendly Community status to at least Bronze level.  
- Develop a formal process to consider amendments to the Urban Service Boundary.  
- Develop standards to require electric car charging stations in new commercial development.  
- Update alternative energy generation ordinances to address changes in technology.  
- Create a bicycle/pedestrian plan to complement and help implement the Pathway Master 

Plan. 
- Eliminate split zoned parcels in the Township. 
- Develop a more robust build out analysis, taking natural features and unique shaped lots 

more into account.  
- Support the development of broadband service throughout the Township.  
- Improve coordination with outside agencies during the plan review process.  
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