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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN PARK COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING
      Tuesday, September 9, 2025, 4:30pm
                  Town Hall - Televised


REGULAR MEETING – 4:30PM

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER
A. Chair called the meeting to order at 4:35 PM. 

2. ROLL CALL
A. Present: Chair Nardo-Farris, Commissioners, McDonald, Rambo and Stephens were present at roll call.
B. Commissioner Lick arrived at 4:44 PM. 
C. Staff present: Director Wisinski, Administrative Assistant Pachuki, and Parks and Land Superintendent Adams
D. Guest: Richard Miksicek, Environmental Commission liaison

3. PUBLIC COMMENT
A. There was no public comment. 

4. PRESENTATION 
A. Parks and Recreation Land Management and Maintenance 
1. Parks and Land Superintendent Kati Adams presented a Parks, Preserves, and Pathways Maintenance Report. The DPW Utility Workers assigned to the Parks & Recreation department maintain 30 parks, 25 land preserves, 20 miles of trails within the parks, and 86.5 miles of pedestrian-bicycle pathways. There are currently 6 FTE (full-time employees) and 5 seasonal staff that perform all of this work for the township. 
2. The Park Commission expressed their appreciation of the work that the Parks and Recreation utility workers are able to accomplish, and the necessity of the additional seasonal crew. 
3. Commissioner Lick asked how prioritization worked, and how the community let the crew know about problems, and Superintendent Adams explained the current process. Commissioners McDonald, Rambo, and Stephens suggested a wider public information campaign to inform residents about the maintenance report, utilizing social media and the website. Chair Nardo-Farris inquired how the Parks and Recreation Utility workers, and their work, was funded, and Director Wisinski and Land Superintendent Adams explained the different revenue streams (general fund, Parks millages, Pathways millages, etc.). 

5. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
A. Commissioner Rambo motioned to approve the agenda. Commissioner Lick seconded. 

VOICE VOTE: Motion carried unanimously. 

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. August 11, 2025 Park Commission Regular Meeting Minutes
1. Commissioner Rambo moved to approve the minutes of the August 11, 2025 meeting as presented, Commissioner Stephens seconded. 
	
	VOICE VOTE: Motion carried unanimously. 

7. COMMUNICATIONS
A. September Stewardship Calendars
1. Director Wisinski acknowledged the work that the stewardship part-time staff did while Land Stewardship Coordinator Emma Campbell was out on FMLA and bereavement leave over the last few weeks. Seed collection is starting, and the staff will be completing native plantings using those seeds in the fall and spring. The Volunteer Thankquet will be held on Friday, September 26th, and celebrates all of the volunteers that work with the Parks and Recreation department to give back to our community. 
B. Meridian Township Deer Management Program 2025 and Michigan State University Deer Targeted Anti-Tick Project Collaboration Memos
1. Director Wisinski shared these deer management notification memos with the Park Commission and reminded the Park Commission that the amount of tags increased from 300 in the previous year to 350 for the 2025-2026 season. Michigan State University will continue research effective ways for oral delivery of tick medication. Director Wisinski shared that Land Stewardship Coordinator Campbell receives inquiries from other communities in Michigan about the deer management program, and has presented nationally at conferences about the program. Commissioners discussed the research being done by MSU, and asked if the research team at MSU could present some of their initial findings at a future televised meeting. 
C. Commissioner Stephens motioned to place the communications on file, Commissioner Lick seconded.

VOICE VOTE: Motion carried unanimously. 

8. DISCUSSION ITEMS
A. There were no discussion items. 

9. ACTION ITEMS
A. There were no action items. 

10. DIRECTOR’S REPORT
A. Budget Updates
a. Director Wisinski shared that there had not been much movement on the budget report since the previous Park Commission meeting. The preliminary Natural Resources Trust Fund (NRTF) grant scoring came back, and Director Wisinski will provide some supplemental information to the NRTF by October 1. 
b. Towner Road and Ottawa Hills Inclusive Playgrounds have been delivered, and the installation is planned for this fall. These playgrounds are poured-in-place, and will not require the safety surfacing of other playgrounds. Marshall Park was a turf, these two will be our first poured-in-place. Director Wisinski explained the different types of surfaces for playgrounds. 
c. Director Wisinski explained that $10,000 that the Park Commission set aside for the Red Cedar Waterway project was in addition to the funding that the Parks department has received from Ingham County. The funding from Ingham County for this year has almost all been expended.  At this time, the Park Commission funding has not been spent, but Director Wisinski will work with the partner communities in the multi-jurisdictional grant to see if there are any projects that can be completed before the end of the year. Commissioner Lick expressed an interest in going out on the river with the other park commissioners. 
d. Director Wisinski shared that Superintendent Adams has found some maintenance-free picnic tables for Marshall Park to be included with the amenities, and the Parks department is still waiting to hear back on sunshades. There has been no further feedback from the residents who live near Marshall Park. 
e. Director Wisinski informed the Park Commission that she is still waiting for the results of the wetland report from the consulting company for North Meridian Road Park. 
f. Towner Road Baseball Field Restoration is complete, and baseball tryouts are starting for our club teams already. 
g. Commissioner Lick moved to place the budget report on file, Commissioner Stephens seconded. 

				VOICE VOTE: Motion carried unanimously. 

B. Senior and Community Center Updates 
a. Township staff is continuing to explore parcels with available space. Staff is also reaching out to developers to see if there are any parcels that are not publicly listed, but may be available soon. If there are any viable spaces after the site visits, a recommendation will be made to the Township Board. 
b. Commissioner Lick asked Director Wisinski how this process differentiated from the previous task forces, and Director Wisinski explained. The Park Commission discussed millage costs, and alternatives. 
C. Red Cedar Water Trail Updates 
a. Director Wisinski shared that the kayak launches are awaiting EGLE permits, and the project continues to move forward. The Haslett and Okemos Rotary Clubs have ordered signage to be installed, and they are working to have the signage installed upon delivery. 
b. Commissioner Lick suggested that the Parks department and Park Commission work together to thank donors in real-time instead of waiting for a once-a-year recognition event. 
D. Famer’s Market Gleaning Program Updates
a. The Gleaning Program at the Farmers’ Market has donated seventy four hundred pounds this season, and an additional home garden donation program has supplied an additional five hundred pounds. 
E. Staff Updates
a. Alex Zegarzewski started as a new Parks and Recreation Specialist on Monday, August 18th. Alex has previous experience at Meridian Township, Delta Township, the City of Pontiac, and Eaton County. He has hit the ground running, and the whole team is excited to see his contributions.  
F. Volunteer Thankquet – September 26, 2025
a. The Volunteer Thankquet was discussed in Communications. 


11. PUBLIC COMMENT
A. There was no public comment. 

12. OTHER MATTERS AND COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS AND LIAISON REPORTS
A. Commissioner Lick did not have an update on Nokomis Cultural Center, but commented on the Eastgate Pump Track and pavilion. She also shared her appreciation of being a Park Commission member and serving her community. 
B. Commissioner Stephens did not have an update to report on the Land Preservation Advisory Board.
C. Commissioner McDonald did not have an update to report on about the Environmental Commission, but commented on the signage at the Township’s pickleball courts. 
D. Commissioner Rambo did not have an update on the Historical Village. 
E. Chair Nardo-Farris updated the Park Commission on the Township Board, including the upcoming Listening Session scheduled for September 30th at St. Luke’s, Township Treasurer Deschaine’s and Deputy Clerk Gordon’s resignation, and that applications for the Youth Commission were open. She also reminded the commissioners that the next regular meeting for the Park Commission will be on Tuesday, October 14th at 4:30 PM at the Service Center.

13. ADJOURNMENT
A. The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 PM. 

    All comments limited to 3 minutes, unless prior approval for additional time for good cause is obtained.

Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact Parks & Recreation Director, Courtney Wisinski: 2100 Gaylord C. Smith Court, Haslett, MI 48864 or 517.853.4600 - Ten Day Notice is Required.
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