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AGENDA 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN  

PLANNING COMMISSION – REGULAR MEETING 

July 11, 2022 7PM 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
2. ROLL CALL 
3. PUBLIC REMARKS 
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

A. June 27, 2022 Regular Meeting 
 

6. COMMUNICATIONS 

A. Email from Mr. Lack re: SUP #22-071 
B. Email from Ms. Ruonavaara re: SUP #22-071 
C. Email from Ms. Brown re: SUP #22-071 

 
7. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

A. Special Use Permit #22-071 – Butterflies Group Childcare 
 

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. None 
 

9. OTHER BUSINESS 

A. Text Amendment – RRA Deletion Discussion 

 
10. REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A. Township Board update. 
B. Liaison reports. 

 
11. PROJECT UPDATES 

A. New Applications 
B. Site Plans Received   
C. Site Plans Approved  

 
12. PUBLIC REMARKS 

 
13. ADJOURNMENT  
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN  
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

July 11, 2022 7PM 

 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact: Director of Community Planning and Development 
Timothy R. Schmitt, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864 or 517.853.4506 - Ten Day Notice is Required.  
Meeting Location: 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864 
 
Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

 

TENTATIVE PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA 
July 25, 2022 

  
1. PUBLIC HEARINGS  

A. None 
 

2. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Special Use Permit #22-071 – Butterflies Group Childcare 
B. Text Amendment – RRA Deletion 

 
3. OTHER BUSINESS 

 
A. None 
 

 
   



CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 

PLANNING COMMISSION  

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 

June 28, 2022 

5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864-1198 

853-4000, Town Hall Room, 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

PRESENT: Chair Blumer, Vice-Chair Trezise, Commissioners McConnell, Premoe, Richards, 
Shrewsbury, Snyder 

 

ABSENT: Commissioner Cordill 
 

STAFF:  Senior Planner Brian Shorkey 
 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
 
Chair Blumer called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
Chair Blumer called the roll of the Planning Commission, all are present except Commissioner Cordill. 
 
3.  PUBLIC REMARKS 
 
Chair Blumer opened public remarks at 7:01 pm. 
 
NONE 
 
Chair Blumer closed public remarks at 7:01 pm. 

 

4.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Commissioner McConnell moved to approve the agenda.  
Seconded by Commissioner Richards. 
 
VOICE VOTE:  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
5.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. June 13, 2022 Regular Meeting 
 

Vice-Chair Trezise moved to approve the Minutes of the June 13th, 2022 Planning Commission 
Regular Meeting as amended. Seconded by Commissioner Premoe. 
 

Commissioner Shrewsbury noted a typo under Item 7.B, paragraph six, “waive” is spelled 
“wave”. She also noted the motion under Item 9.A reads, “Vice-Chair Trezise moved Move to 
adopt”. Should read, “Vice-Chair Trezise moved to adopt”.  

 

DRAFT 
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Commissioner McConnell noted on page two, the third to last paragraph reads, “Commissioner 
McConnell asked storm water runoff and retention.” Should read, “Commissioner McConnell 
asked about storm water runoff and retention.” 

 
VOICE VOTE:  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
6. COMMUNICATIONS-NONE 
 
7. PUBLIC HEARINGS-NONE 
 
8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 

A. Planned Unit Development #22-014 – 3560 Hulett Road 
 
Senior Planner Shorkey outlined Planned Unit Development #22-014, 3560 Hulett Road. 

 
Commissioner Richards moved to adopt the resolution recommending approval of Planned 
Unit Development #22-014. Seconded by Commissioner Premoe. 
 

Commissioner McConnell asked if condition seven on page two of the resolution is a 
universal condition. 
 
Senior Planner Shorkey replied it is. 
 
Chair Blumer stated he found the presentation by the citizen with the historic family 
connection to this property was very beneficial to the discussion.  

 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Commissioners Richards, Shrewsbury, Premoe, McConnell, Snyder, 

_________Vice-Chair Trezise, Chair Blumer 
 

NAYS:  
 
Motion carried: 7-0 

 
B. Text Amendment 2022-8 – Traffic Impact Study Standards 

 
Senior Planner Shorkey outlined Text Amendment 2022-8, Traffic Impact Study Standards. 
 

Vice-Chair Trezise moved to adopt the resolution recommending approval of Zoning 
Amendment #2022-08 in accordance with the revised draft ordinance language. Seconded 
by Commissioner McConnell. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Chair Blumer, Commissioner Snyder, Vice-Chair Trezise, 

_________Commissioners Shrewsbury, Richards, Premoe, McConnell 
 

NAYS:   
 
Motion carried: 7-0 

 
C. Text Amendment 2022-12 – Refuse/Storage Container Regulations 
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Senior Planner Shorkey outlined Text Amendment 2022-12, Refuse/Storage Container 
Regulations. 
 

Commissioner McConnell moved to adopt the resolution recommending approval of Zoning 
Amendment 2022-12 in accordance with the revised draft ordinance language dated June 
13, 2022. Seconded by Commissioner Snyder. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Commissioner Shrewsbury, Richards, Premoe, McConnell, Snyder, 

_________Vice-Chair Trezise, Chair Blumer  
 
NAYS:   
 
Motion carried: 7-0 

 
9. OTHER BUSINESS - NONE 
 
10. REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

A. Township Board update 
 
Senior Planner Shorkey reported there is nothing new to report from the Township Board. 
 
Chair Blumer asked for information about the water main break. 
 
Commissioner Premoe reported there is roadwork on Haslett Rd. and Park Lake Rd. and a water 
main was hit. 
 
Vice-Chair Trezise noted the road being worked on collapsed onto a 24 inch water main 
impacting water across roughly two-thirds of the township.  
 

B. Liaison reports  
 
Commissioner Premoe 

• Attended June 15th Zoning Board of Appeals meeting where the board denied a variance 
from an applicant on East Lake Dr. 
 

Commissioner McConnell 
• Attended June 16th Transportation Commission meeting where the Traffic Impact Study 

Draft Ordinance was discussed and there was a discussion to apply to become a bicycle 
friendly community and participated in an informal audit for a potential application for 
“safe route to school funding” 

 
11. PROJECT UPDATES 

 
A. New Applications  

 

 
  

B. Site Plans Received  
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NONE 
 

C. Site Plans Approved   
 
NONE 
 

12. PUBLIC REMARKS  
 
Chair Blumer opened Public Remarks at 7:21 PM. 
 
NONE 
 
Chair Blumer closed Public Remarks at 7:21 PM. 
 
13. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Commissioner Premoe moved to Adjourn. Seconded by Commissioner McConnell. 
 
VOICE VOTE:  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Chair Blumer adjourned the regular meeting at 7:21 pm. 
 









 

 

To:  Planning Commission  
 
From:  Brian Shorkey, Senior Planner 
 
Date:  July 8, 2022 
 
Re: Special Use Permit #22071 (Al Saedi), establish group child care home for up 

to twelve children at 2149 Quarry Road. 
 
 
Murooj Al Saedi (applicant) has requested a special use permit to operate a group child care home 
for up to twelve children at 2149 Quarry Road, East Lansing (subject site).  The 0.29 acre, or 12,632 
square foot, site is zoned RA (Single Family–Medium Density). The applicant currently operates a 
family child care home on the property for a maximum of six children. The license from the State of 
Michigan is effective retroactively to January 3, 2022. The Code of Ordinances allows group child 
care homes as a non-residential use in a residential zoning district subject to special use permit 
approval.  
 
In accordance with the Child Care Organizations Act (Public Act 116 of 1973), the Department of 
Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA), Child Care Licensing Division, regulates child care facilities 
based on the number of children under supervision. A facility caring for less than six children is 
called a family child care home and is not subject to local zoning laws. Facilities with greater than 
six children, with a maximum of 12, are called group child care homes and are subject to local zoning 
approval. The applicant currently holds a family child care home license and is requesting to expand 
it to a group child care home license.  
 
Zoning and Future Land Use 
The 2017 Master Plan designates the subject site in the R2 – Residential 1.25 – 3.5 du/acre category. 
This designation covers all of the properties 
surrounding the subject property. The 0.29-
acre subject site is located in the RA (Single 
Family – Medium Density) zoning district, as 
shown here. All of the properties surrounding 
the subject property are similarly zoned. 
 
Physical Features 
The subject property is developed with an 
1,867 square foot single family house with 
landscaping around the side and rear yards. 
The rear yard is completely fenced in. There 
are no wetland or floodplain issues. 
 
Streets & Traffic 
The site has frontage and access on Quarry 
Road.  Quarry Road is two lanes wide and 
classified as a local street. Five-foot sidewalks 
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Special Use Permit #22071 (Al Saedi) 
Planning Commission 
Page 2 

 

  

Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

 

 

are present on both sides of the street. The daily process for pick-up and drop-off traffic at the 
subject site starts at 7:00 am and ends at 5:00 pm. A typical morning drop-off extends from 7:00 am 
to 9:00 am.  A typical afternoon pick-up extends from 3:30 pm to 5:00 pm. 
 
Staff Analysis 
The Township’s Code of Ordinances allows a group child care home as a nonresidential use in a 
residential zoning district, subject to special use permit approval. The proposed group child care 
home will operate between the hours of 7:00 am and 5:00 pm, Monday through Friday. According 
to the applicant, two staff members, the owners of the subject site, will be on-site at all times during 
operation. According to the applicant, no further employees are going to be hired. 
 
The applicant has applied for a license from the State of Michigan to operate a group child care home.  
Prior to issuing a license, LARA inspects the property for such items as outdoor play area and 
equipment, water hazards, home maintenance and safety, utility service, ventilation, lighting, exit 
and escape requirements, smoke detectors, and emergency plans. An inspection report, dated March 
7, 2022, reported that three violations had been found. A corrective action plan, dated March 8, 
2022, was approved. No further violations have been reported and LARA issued an updated family 
child care home license, retroactive to January 3, 2022.    
 
The Michigan Zoning Enabling Act (the “MZEA,” Public Act 110 of 2006) requires the Township to 
issue a special use permit for a group child care home if it meets all the following standards  
 
1. The group child care home is located no closer than 1,500 feet, as measured along a public street, 

to a) another licensed group child care home b) an adult foster care small group home or large 
group home licensed under the adult foster care facility licensing act c) a facility offering 
substance abuse treatment and rehabilitation service to 7 or more people d) A community 
correction center, resident home, halfway house, or other similar facility which houses an inmate 
population under the jurisdiction of the department of corrections 

 
Staff researched the State’s online database and found none of the uses listed above within 1,500 feet 
of the subject property. 
 
2. Has appropriate fencing for the safely of the children in the group child care home as determined 

by the local unit of government. 
 
As noted, the back yard is completely fenced in and enclosed. Most of the fence consists of six-foot tall 
vinyl fencing. The vinyl fence connects to adjacent cedar fence. 
 
3. Maintains the property consistent with the visible characteristics of the neighborhood.   
 
Based on a search of Township records, there are no unresolved property violations for the subject 
property. A visual inspection of the site confirms the property is well maintained. 
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4. Does not exceed 16 hours of operation in a 24-hour period.  The local unit of government may 
limit but not prohibit the operation of a group child care home between the hours of 10:00 pm 
and 6:00 am. 

 
The application documents submitted indicate the hours of operation to be less than 16 hours.  The 
group child care home will operate Monday through Friday between the hours of 7:00 am and 5:00 pm 
for a total of 10 hours per day. 
 
5. Regulations governing signs used by a group child care home to identify itself. 
 
The application documents do not indicate a sign will be installed at the subject site and no sign existed 
on the site. If a sign is later proposed, it must meet the sign standards for a home occupation, which 
allow one non-illuminated wall sign no more than two square feet in size.   
 
6. Meets regulations, if any, requiring a group child care home operator to provide off-street parking 

accommodations for his or her employees. 
 
The Township does not have any parking requirements for a group child care home operating in a 
residential zoning district. However, the Township does require a single-family residence to have two 
parking spots, which the subject site complies with. It is anticipated parking will be limited to 
temporary stops for picking up and dropping off of children. 
 
While the MZEA compels the Township to issue a special use permit if it meets the above 
requirements, it also allows the Township to issue a special use permit with conditions if not all 
criteria are met. Special land use standards that apply to this application are found in Sec. 86-654, 
subsections (e) and (f). Staff has reviewed those standards and have the following comments: 
 
(e) Site location standards 
 
1. Any permitted nonresidential structure or use should preferably be located at the edge of a 

residential district, abutting a business or industrial district, or a public open space. 
 
Only two properties separate the subject property from Okemos Road to the east. The subject property 
is close to the edge of the neighborhood. 
 
2. All means shall be utilized to face any permitted nonresidential use on a major street. 
 
The existing home on the subject property faces Quarry Road. As noted, the subject property is only 
separated from Okemos Road by two properties. 
 
3. Motor vehicle entrance and exit should be made on a major street or as immediately accessible 

from a major street as to avoid the impact of traffic generated by the nonresidential use upon the 
residential area. 
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The subject property’s driveway is 278 feet from Okemos Road and only separated from Okemos Road 
by two properties. 
 
4. Site locations should be preferred that offer natural or manmade barriers that would lessen the 

effect of the intrusion of the nonresidential use into a residential area. 
 
The backyard is completely enclosed with opaque fencing that visually blocks any outdoor activity. No 
inside activity is visible and there is no signage on the subject property. 
 
5. Any proposed nonresidential use will not require costly or uneconomic extensions of utility 

service. 
 
No extensions of any utilities are necessary. 
 
(f) (2) Group child care homes 
 
1. Lot area and width shall be not less than that specified for the district in which the proposed use 

is to be located. 
2. No building shall be erected to a height greater than that permitted in the district in which the 

proposed use is to be located. 
3. All buildings shall be harmonious in appearance with the surrounding residential area and shall 

be similar in design and appearance to any other buildings on the same lot. Exposed equipment 
shall be screened. 

4. Parking spaces shall be provided in accordance with the requirements of Article VIII of this 
chapter. 

5. Structures and sites meet all current building, residential, fire and property maintenance codes 
as adopted by the Township. 

 
The subject property meets the dimensional standards for the RA zoning district. The house on the 
property meets all development standards for single-family residential homes. Parking complies with 
the requirements of Article VIII. No concerns have been raised by township fire or building officials and 
there are no open violations for the subject property. 
 
Planning Commission Options 
The Planning Commission may approve, approve with conditions, or deny the special use permit.  A 
resolution will be provided at a future meeting. 
 
Attachments 
1. Special Use Permit Application and supporting documents 
2. Home floor plans 
3. Sec. 125.3206 from the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act 
4. Pictures of the subject site 

https://ecode360.com/28784006#28784006
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To:  Members of the Planning Commission  
 
From:  Brian Shorkey, AICP, Senior Planner 
 
Date:  July 8, 2022 
 
Re: Proposed Rezoning – RRA to RA 
 
 
Planning staff began analyzing the residential zoning districts for potential streamlining earlier this 
year. During the analysis, it was discovered that the RRA – One-Family Suburban Estate zone only 
applies to seven parcels in the township. Staff is proposing that the Township administratively 
rezone the parcels to RA – One-Family Medium Density and delete Section 86-370 – RRA District 
and all references to it throughout the ordinances.  
 
Six of the subject parcels are all in one development, north of the northeast corner of Van Atta Road 
and Grand River Avenue, and range in size between 6,800 square feet and 29,000 square feet. The 
last parcel is an approximate one-acre parcel located on the northwest corner of Cornell Road and 
Ethel Street, south of Grand River Avenue. 
 
Deleting the RRA district would comply with one of the 2017 Master Plan’s recommendations to 
simplify and consolidate the one-family residential districts and help to uncomplicate the zoning 
ordinance. The proposed rezoning would bring five of the six Van Atta parcels into lot size 
conformity. The rezoning would not materially affect any of the subject parcels and would not result 
in any non-conformities.  
 
If the Planning Commission is interested in pursuing this issue, then Staff will finalize the ordinance 
and schedule a public hearing at a future Planning Commission meeting. Staff will also reach out to 
the seven affected property owners to make sure that they are comfortable with the proposed 
changes. 



RENTAL REGISTRATION

  Enforcement Totals By Category 

BUILDING PERMIT/CODE Total  Entries: 3

EXTERIOR BUILDING MAINTENANCE Total  Entries: 1

MOTOR VEHICLE Total  Entries: 12

NOISE Total  Entries: 1

NUISANCE Total  Entries: 41

OCCUPANCY Total  Entries: 1

OUTDOOR STORAGE Total  Entries: 4

PARKING LOT MAINTENANCE Total  Entries: 1

PARKING ON GRASS Total  Entries: 1

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Total  Entries: 2

RENTAL COMPLAINT Total  Entries: 4

Total  Entries: 1



  Enforcement Totals By Category 
RENTAL REGISTRATION

SIDEWALK OBSTRUCTION Total  Entries: 11

SIGHT TRIANGLE Total  Entries: 1

STREET NUMBERS Total  Entries: 2

TALL GRASS/VEGETATION Total  Entries: 166

VACANT OR ABANDONED BUILDINGS Total  Entries: 8

ZONING Total  Entries: 7

Total Records: 267
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