
 
 

 
 
 
All comments limited to 3 minutes, unless prior approval for additional time for good cause is obtained from the Supervisor. 
Appointment of Supervisor Pro Tem and/ or Temporary Clerk if necessary.  
 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the Meridian Township Board by contacting:  
Township Manager Frank L. Walsh, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864 or 517.853.4258 - Ten Day Notice is Required.  
Meeting Location: 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Ml 48864 Township Hall 
 
 
Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

 
 

AGENDA 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN  
TOWNSHIP BOARD – REGULAR MEETING 

May 15, 2018 6:00 pm 

 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER* 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INTRODUCTIONS 

3. ROLL CALL 

4. PRESENTATION 

A. Haslett and Okemos Libraries Annual Report-Ann Chapman and Betsy Hull 

B. ISO Rating Update-Chief Cowper 

 

5. CITIZENS ADDRESS AGENDA ITEMS AND NON-AGENDA ITEMS* 

6. TOWNSHIP MANAGER REPORT 

7. BOARD MEMBER REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

8. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

9. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Communications 

B. Minutes 

(1) April 26, 2018 Joint Meeting of Local Governments and Schools 

(2) May 1, 2018 Regular Meeting 

C. Bills 

D. School Tax Collection Agreements 

E. Resolutions for Receipt of Electronic Credit Card and ACH Payments 

 

10. QUESTIONS FOR THE ATTORNEY 

11. HEARINGS (CANARY) 

12. ACTION ITEMS (PINK) 

A. Zoning Amendment #18020 (Downtown Okemos and Downtown Haslett)-Final Adoption 

B. Rezoning #18030 (Haslett Holding, LLC)-Final Adoption 

C. Rezoning #18010 (Giguere Homes) 

D. Extension of Special Use Permit # 16051 (New Hope Church) 2170 Saginaw 

E. 1st Quarter Budget Amendments 
F. Outdoor Assembly License-New Hope Church 

 

13. BOARD DISCUSSION ITEMS (ORCHID) 

A. Winslow Mobile Home Park Private Water System 

 

14. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC* 

15. OTHER MATTERS AND BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

16. ADJOURNMENT 

17. POSTSCRIPT-RONALD J. STYKA 



9.A 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CLERK'S OFFICE 
BOARD COMMUNICATIONS 

May 15, 2018 



TOWNSHIP BOARD REGULAR MEETING COMMUNICATIONS - MAY 15, 2018 

 

BI-1 Karla Hudson;  RE Board discussion and CATA presentation regarding Redi-ride 

 

BI-2 Donna Rose;  RE:  Redi Ride 

 

BI-3 Tom & Kathy Wolff;  RE:  Robins Way Rezoning 
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Robert Cwiertniewicz

From: Brett Dreyfus
Sent: Thursday, May 10, 2018 1:59 PM
To: Robert Cwiertniewicz
Subject: Board discussion and CATA presentation regarding Redi-ride 

From: Karla Hudson [mailto:hudson.kc@live.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, May 02, 2018 9:47 AM 
To: ronstyka@gmail.com; Frank Walsh; Derek Perry 
Cc: Brett Dreyfus; Dan Opsommer; Patricia Herring Jackson; Kathy Ann Sundland; Julie Brixie; Phil Deschaine 
Subject: board discussion and CATA presentation regarding Redi-ride  
 
Dear Township Board and staff, 
 
I want to address items that came up during the Redi‐ride presentation by CATA at the May 1 board meeting.   
School Issues: 
Although Mr. Styka and Mr. Opsommer made an attempt to address the school children issue seems as though nothing 
was accomplished. Let me make a suggestion for the Okemos schools in dealing with extra‐curricular activity needs. In 
East Lansing schools we have what is known as the “late bus” and students who want to engage in after school activities 
use this bus. I suspect that if East Lansing schools can afford such a concept than Okemos can do the same given their 
tax base. 

 
Appears as though we have several students being dropped by Redi‐ride in the Club Meridian apartments. If parents 
want their children to receive bus service than why not ask the district to make a change to where the school bus 
drops and picks up. I have learned that school buses travel right past that complex. I have been involved in such 
advocacy with my own school district in the past as I had a similar situation given my homes location to Donley 
elementary. Even though the school bus went past my home to pick up children at the north end of my street my 
child was not eligible given how near my home is to the school. When my daughter began kindergarten I needed her 
to take the bus as walking with her small baby brother in the cold was not going to be a workable solution and 
having a five year old walking down lake Lansing road alone would not have been safe. I Never thought to use Redi‐
ride for this purpose and this could have been done as Donley is in the township. Seems as though the school district 
needs to be more sensitive to these family’s needs for school transportation and make changes to the policy where 
there is high usage by students who are required to walk and where there might be a safety issue such as crossing 
extremely busy roads.   
 
Alternative options for Funding: 

In early March I presented materials on grants that townships might apply for offsetting the cost of 
transportation. I never heard from one board member nor one staff person if any research was conducted on if 
we might obtain these funds. Yes, CATA may only have grants that they can obtain but our township has 
opportunities as well for securing funds. I also suspect that in all the communications and exposure to the topic 
of transit that CATA probably encounters grants that they might not be eligible for but our township can obtain 
and should be passing that information along. If I the general citizen can locate information on transit grants I 
bet CATA gets these sources sent to them as well. Unfortunately, I believe these needed to be applied for by 
May as I indicated in the correspondence I sent to both staff and board back in March. A missed opportunity for 
sure as these might have reduced the costs associated with the new expanded hours. I believe Mr. Perry knows 
of grants associated with Safe Routes to school for obtaining funds for pathway dollars so might he do such 
research on transit grants?   
   

     A presentation of ways to fund the school bus issue did arise from the Redi‐ride committee. Both Mr. Norkin and 
Mr. Sharp came up with a financial solution to the problem. However, seems as though some political challenges 
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between school and township board at that time prevented the idea from going any further than the Redi‐ride 
committee. I would encourage board members to request that information from the Redi‐ride committee packet 
just to see what creative alternatives might be developed. 

 
Misleading information: 
The concept of Redi‐ride and the reason individuals who are unable to drive wanted the service as it had the potential 
for “same day” service. The idea is that you can call four hours in advance to obtain a ride. As I have mentioned this is 
rarely the situation that a rider can obtain a same day ride by phoning four hours in advance. You must call days in 
advance given the popularity of the service. An answer to a board members question by CATA staff came across as 
misleading. If an individual with a disability is denied a ride the call taker offers them SpecTran. This means the user has 
to wait until the next day to travel as SpecTran is not “a same day” reservation service. So one is denied a ride and then 
must wait until the next day to achieve their transportation needs. 
 
General comments: 

Seems as though our supervisor and our trustee are willing to hear that the school district can do nothing about 
this and allow the challenges to just continue even though creative solutions as noted above exist. The 
supervisor contradicts his thinking as he supports unionized trained school bus driving staff but is willing to allow 
school aged children to use the public CATA services with CATA bus operators who are not trained in 
transporting school aged children and with adult passengers riding alongside small children. Again, a huge 
liability for the township and one that is being ignored.  
 
The largest percentage of individuals needing the services are seniors and persons with disabilities as CATA 
demonstrated. These populations have the greatest need for the service and are unable to use the transit in the 
afternoons to run errands and meet medical appointments. I myself have a need at this time of day as I have 
school aged children and all appointments need to be scheduled in the afternoon. Given the high use of school 
aged children using the service those who really need access are most often denied. Even though the board has 
passed the contract and raised the fare I encourage you to address the school age children issue with ideas I 
brought forth above by working as a team with the various parties involved.  
 
As mentioned before there are times when Redi‐ride is just sitting empty of passengers. These rides are not 
used as they are within the four hour window. For example, I phone at 11:00Am to look for a ride at 3:00. There 
is no ride at 3:00. In the current model even if there was a ride open at 2:45 I do not get access to that ride. 
Something needs to be done about such waste. /the bus is also sitting for at least a half hour at the Okemos 
schools. The township needs to request that CATA analyzes this issue and does more efficient scheduling if we 
are going to continue with the school bus approach by CATA and the township.  
 
One long standing board member indicated that these issues with Redi‐ride have gone on for years. Yes, they 
have gone on for “years” as politics by the board and lack of creativity have prevented progress. Over three 
years ago a large group of concerned citizens packed the township room asking for extended hours, cross 
township boundary lines for efficiency, need to address the demand in afternoon around school system busing 
issues, potential change of service provider to reduce cost, need for a contract with specifications, ETC. If politics 
had been put aside these goals might have been achieved sooner and the citizens of the township might be 
experiencing a smoother transportation program. The individuals needing to use the service have been made 
victims of leadership issues at CATA and political agendas by some board members at the township level. 
 
Thanks Ms. Jackson for asking the question about “alternatives” for funding as you are on the right track. Mr. 
Dreyfus we will continue to look to you to help keep the politics out of this issue as you appear to not be 
influenced by others thought processes. Ms. Sunland thank you for recognizing the communities concerns over 
the high percentage of school age children dominating the service in the afternoons and the interest of the 
public to name a “service provider.”  The school situation will continue to be an issue if our township takes “no” 
as the only answer from the schools. I know Mr. Opsommer thinks he did a good thing here for the citizens by 
giving us a small amount of increased service for twice the price. I guess if doubling the fare for such a small 
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amount of service is a good thing is something you will all need to decide. Personally I think we could do better 
and that missed opportunities and political power struggles have prevented real quality from happening for the 
Redi‐ride service and the citizens of Meridian township.  
 
Regards,  
 
Karla Hudson   
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Robert Cwiertniewicz

From: Brett Dreyfus
Sent: Thursday, May 10, 2018 2:01 PM
To: Robert Cwiertniewicz
Subject: For May 15 Board Packet Regarding Redi Ride

From: Donna Rose [mailto:wild‐rose@sbcglobal.net]  
Sent: Thursday, May 03, 2018 1:17 PM 
To: Ronald Styka; Brett Dreyfus; Kathy Ann Sundland; Patricia Herring Jackson; Julie Brixie; Dan Opsommer; Phil 
Deschaine; Frank Walsh; Derek Perry 
Cc: BFUNKHOUSER@CATA.ORG; Andrew Brieschke 
Subject: For May 15 Board Packet Regarding Redi Ride 
 
Greetings, 
 
It is my understanding that CATA actually provides funds to Downtown Development Authorities to enhance 
development of downtown areas to make it more conducive to public transportation. I am also aware of our Corridor 
Improvement Authority. And then there is also the EDC. Couldn't these entities split the amount of matching funds so 
we wouldn't need to raise the fare on vulnerable citizens? What better cause could there be for our citizens? In a 
township like ours this is chump change! 
 
I was very grateful for the awesome public comments of Fred Wurtzel who, once again discussed the particular situation 
of people who live in our township on just $750 per month. Please don't ignore this fact. It is important. It isn't just 
people who are blind, but anyone who receives Supplemental Security Income SSI. Eligible individuals are seniors, 
people with disabilities and those who are blind who did not work enough to earn benefits on their own Social Security 
record. They comprise a lot of individuals living at places offering subsidized housing in our township. I served many of 
them in my social work position at CMH. And, yes, we do have a lot of lower income single parents as well. People rent 
apartments that are subsidized where they are available. Shouldn't these individuals be able to secure a ride which is 
just as inexpensive as using the bus since buses are not always available to residents of our township? I thought this was 
the initial purpose of the Redi Ride service.  
  
Yes, I want people to be able to live a quality life which comes from being paid well, but there has got to be a way to pay 
people well and still provide affordable service to our residents. I love our Redi Ride drivers, but I equally love our 
Spectran drivers who are contract employees. I feel they all do a great job, and sometimes under some very stressful 
circumstances. It just seems to me, somehow there would be room for everyone at the Redi Ride table. Riders and tax 
payers have to be our first concern.  
 
We have a new culture at CATA. Brad says CATA cares about every ride. CATA is made up of union and non‐union 
employees and lots of sub contracted employees working for Transdev. Both union and nonunion operators usually offer 
high quality service. I can speak from experience. They all want their customers to find the service runs smooth, even 
when unavoidable glitches happen. Our township needs to do its best to tell CATA what we need so all of our Redi 
Riders can get the rides they need without pitting the needs of one group over another. That will be a challenge for 
CATA operators, but they need to understand the playing field for transit is rapidly changing and our township 
population is growing. All of these groups need to be involved. It is not acceptable for a couple of individuals to single 
handedly negotiate aspects of the service they themselves will not use. For too long riders have allowed this to happen 
and have often been short‐changed as a result. Just look at Detroit. It is a prime example of some of the worst public 
transit in the country. It wasn't always that way, but SMART and DDOT have a history of not involving the common rider. 
That region has difficulty getting regional transit because communities feel as though they have little say as to how it will 
be operated and where. It is an awful dilemma for those who need to depend on such service. I find a lot of Detroiters 
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walk and ride bikes very long distances to get where they need to go to compensate for the lack of public transit service, 
but if you can't do that you are pretty much stuck at home. 
 
We need to aspire to the best service possible at the cheapest price for riders depending on the service.  
 
Donna Rose 
6207 Cobblers Drive 
East Lansing, MI 48823  
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Robert Cwiertniewicz

From: Brett Dreyfus
Sent: Thursday, May 10, 2018 2:04 PM
To: Robert Cwiertniewicz
Subject: Robins Way Rezoning.

From: Thomas F. Wolff [mailto:tfw48864@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, May 09, 2018 4:38 PM 
To: Board 
Subject: Fw: Re: Robins Way Rezoning. 
 
Honorable Board Members, 
 
With the action vote coming next Tuesday, we are writing to simply again go on record with our 
opposition to rezoning the property along Robins Way. We fully understand that present zoning would 
permit 7 homes to be built. That alone would significantly change the characteristics of the site, 
removing stately trees (some over 100 years old) and providing more dense zoning than that in the 
adjacent cul-de-sac to the east and wetlands to the west. 
 
Re-zoning to permit 12 or more homes would benefit no one but the property owner and the 
developer, and is opposed by nearly everyone in the two adjacent subdivisions. 
 
Respectfully, 
Tom and Kathy Wolff 
2595 Robins Way 

 
 
On Wednesday, March 14, 2018, 7:21:06 PM EDT, Thomas F. Wolff <tfw48864@yahoo.com> wrote:  
 
 
To members of the Board, 
 
We are writing to express our opposition to the proposed rezoning of land at the northeast end of 
Robins Way. 
 
We are Thomas and Kathleen Wolff. We live at 2595 Robins Way. 

At an earlier zoning board meeting, we heard a statement to the effect that “the same process led to 
the development of the subdivision we live in.” This is true with regard to process, but we see a 
significant difference in the presently propsed action. The Sanctuary was developed on what 
previously was open farmland, with Loon Lane and Robins Way aligned along the highest portions of 
the plat to avoid environmentally sensitive areas. The current action involves development on one of 
the last small woodlots in the immediate area. It is true that Phase II of The Sanctuary, around the 
cul-de-sac, involved clearing part of a woodlot, but the zoning there was and remains much lower 
density than that now proposed, resulting in large lots that left a fair number of trees. 

Secondly, there was a statement to the effect that we cannot stop this, as owners have a right to 
develop their property. True, but that right exists now, without rezoning. The property in question is 
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zoned to permit seven houses. It is not clear to us why the owner would have a right to have this 
changed to a denser zoning, when there is no benefit to anyone other than the owner and the 
developer.  

We favor retaining the current zoning, which would permit larger lots consistent with those in the cul-
de-sac, and preserving a maximum number of trees.  

Thomas and Kathleen Wolff 
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PROPOSED MOTION: 
 
Move to approve and ratify the minutes of the April 26, 2018 Joint 
Meeting of Local Governments and Schools and the Regular Meeting of 
May 1, 2018 as submitted. 

 

ALTERNATE MOTIONS: 
 
Move to approve and ratify the minutes of the April 26, 2018 Joint 
Meeting of Local Governments and Schools with the following 
amendment(s): [insert amendments]. 
 

 
Move to approve and ratify the minutes of the May 1, 2018 Regular 
Meeting with the following amendment(s): [insert amendments]. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROPOSED BOARD MINUTES 



CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 
TOWNSHIP BOARD REGULAR MEETING - DRAFT - 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL & SCHOOL DISTRICT MEETING 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864-1198 
853-4000, Town Hall Room 
THURSDAY, April 26, 2018 6:00 P.M. 
 
 
PRESENT: Supervisor Styka, Clerk Dreyfus, Treasurer Brixie, Trustees Deschaine, Jackson, 

Opsommer 
ABSENT:  Trustee Sundland 
STAFF: Township Manager Frank Walsh, Director of Public Works Derek Perry 
 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Supervisor Styka called the meeting to order at 6:12 P.M. 
   
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INTRODUCTIONS 

Supervisor Styka led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. ROLL CALL 

The secretary called the roll of the Board. 
 

4. CITIZENS ADDRESS AGENDA ITEMS AND NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
Supervisor Styka opened Public Remarks. 
 
Supervisor Styka closed Public Remarks. 

 
5. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Treasure Brixie moved to approve the agenda as submitted.  Seconded by Trustee Deschaine.  
 
6. INTRODUCTION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS PRESENT  
 

Township Board members, local governmental units, local school districts, and public bodies 
introduced themselves. 
 

Chris Thelen – Consumers Energy 
Brad Funkhouser – CATA 
Andrew Brieschke – CATA 
Josh Holliday –LEAP 
Deb Stuart – City of Mason 
Russell Whipple – City of Mason 
Dori Leyko – East Lansing Schools 
Mark Meadows – City of East Lansing 
Rachel Piner – City of Williamston 
Steve Cook – Haslett Schools 
Chris Coady – Haslett Schools 
Dean Bolton – Okemos Schools 
Wanda Bloomquist – Williamstown Township 
Greg Talberg – Williamston Schools 
Deb Nolan – Ingham County 
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7.  REPORTS OF JOINT ACTIVITIES  
 

• Ingham County: millage for a new jail and possible courthouse 
• Haslett Schools: millage (safety and security), election day security, CADL collaboration 
• East Lansing: income tax, millages /bonds / school restructuring, joint building inspection, 

share assessor with Meridian Township, flood plain management with Lansing  
• Williamston Schools: security, millages, parks and recreation collaboration 
• Okemos Schools: security, growing technology needs, Meridian Senior Center 
• Roads within the local units and school districts  
• Police and Fire collaboration within communities  
• City of Mason: collaborates with 3 municipalities for mutual aid including Meridian Township,  

school bond & restructuring, roads and infrastructure collaboration 
• CATA: new CEO, reestablishing the public’s trust, 2 new Directors and one customers service 

manager, inspection of fleet, transparency, regionalism, transit app coming 
• LEAP: annual report, job creation, partnerships with Ingham County and Meridian EDC / BRA  

 
8.  DISCUSSION OF ISSUES OF JOINT INTEREST  

 
Trustee Deschaine left the meeting at 7:21 P.M. 
 

• Sidewalks – Pathway completed on Lake Lansing between EL and MT 
• Regionalism 
• Red Cedar River cleanup, log jams, and low water levels 
• DNR Grand River Trail Designator 
• Attorney General seminars for citizens 
• Regional Sexual Assault Prevention Training for Police 
• Recreational Agreement between East Lansing and Meridian Township for schools 
• Shared Fire and/or Police service  

 
 
9. PROPOSED JOINT PROJECTS  
 
10.  COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 
Supervisor Styka opened Public Remarks. 
 
Supervisor Styka closed Public Remarks. 
 

11. OTHER MATTERS AND BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Supervisor Styka adjourned the meeting at 7:51 P.M. 
 
 
 

_________________________________    ___________________________________ 
        RONALD J. STYKA          BRETT DREYFUS, CMMC 
  TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR             TOWNSHIP CLERK 
 
 
 
Maggie Rogers-Sanders, Recording Secretary 
 



CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 
TOWNSHIP BOARD REGULAR MEETING- DRAFT- 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos MI 48864-1198 
853-4000, Town Hall Room  
TUESDAY, MAY 1, 2018 6:00 P.M. 
 
PRESENT: Supervisor Styka, Clerk Dreyfus, Treasurer Brixie, Trustees Deschaine,    
  Jackson, Opsommer, Sundland 
ABSENT:   
STAFF: Township Manager Frank Walsh, Director of Public Works Derek Perry, Finance 

Director Mariam Mattison, Director of Community Planning Mark Kieselbach, 
Economic Development Director Chris Buck, Police Chief Dave Hall, Police Captain 
Greg Frenger, Fire Chief Lori Schafer, Principal Planner Peter Menser. 

 
1.  CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
 
 Supervisor Styka called the meeting to order at 6:01 P.M. 
 
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INTRODUCTIONS 
 
 Supervisor Styka led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3.  ROLL CALL 
 
 The Secretary called the roll of the Board.  
 
4.  PRESENTATION  
 
 A. Capital Area District Library – Sandy Drake (MT Representative for CADL) 
 
 B.  CATA Presentation – Brad Funkhouser & Andrew Brieschke 

 
Provided overview of CATA services, including fixed ride and demand response service. 
Comparison with other service areas, funding, future growth.  Breakdown of Redi-Ride rider 
demographics.  Okemos school policies and student usage of Redi-Ride. 
 

5.  CITIZENS ADRESS AGENDA ITEMS AND NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Supervisor Styka opened public remarks at 7:06 P.M. 
 
Leonard Provencher, 5824 Beuna Parkway, Haslett; voiced opposition to Zoning Amendment 
#18030 – cited problems with increased height and density in Haslett area, especially for 
businesses.  Questions usefulness/appropriateness of including the shopping plaza on north side of 
Haslett Rd (west of Marsh) as part of proposed redevelopment – businesses are new and successful, 
no need for ordinance change.  Favors expansion of Redi-Ride hours. 
 
Fred Wurtzel, 1212 N Foster Ave, Lansing; National Federation of the Blind of Michigan, spoke 
regarding Redi-Ride agreement.  Fare increases burden people with disabilities.   
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Ody Norkin, 3803 Sandlewood, Okemos; a new contract is a first step, excited about new leadership 
at CATA, concerns about fare increases, must resolve technical issues with student transportation 
and Okemos schools by “untying” the hands of professionals and not with brief presentations at 
Board meetings. 
 
Supervisor Styka closed public remarks at 7:15 P.M 
 
6.  TOWNSHIP MANAGER REPORT  
 
Township Manager reported updates on CSC review, upcoming EDC meeting May 3 at 7:30am,  Fire 
Chief Selection Committee, police swear-in May 7th at 3:30pm, treated 21 administrative 
professionals to lunch for Administrative Professional Day, audit results ready in June. 
 
Director Perry reported that water tests were taken in 2015 to test for PFAS and associated 
chemicals, and MT water had no detectable amounts in the sample.  Likely to test again in 2018.  
Will look into other compound(s)to see if these had been tested previously. 
 
7.  BOARD MEMBER REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Trustee Deschaine reported: 

• Attended Michigan Townships Association Annual Conference, MT Intergovernmental 
Meeting last week, Form Based Code session through Planning Commission, Love Your 
Parks Day coming up May 19th 
 

Treasurer Brixie reported: 
●     Attended Tri-County Regional Planning Commission (TCRPC) meeting, group voted to not  
       change membership structure 
●    Attended first Sexual Assault Prevention Training meeting, discussed working with  
        schools, will provide public input session for next meeting June 22, flyer being developed 

 
Trustee Jackson reported: 

• Attended MTA Conference, Sexual Assault Prevention Meeting, Form-Based Codes meeting 
 
Trustee Opsommer reported: 

• CATA Board of Directors met last month, he was unable to attend due to family 
commitment, brief meeting with consent agenda adopted  
 

Trustee Sundland reported: 
• Attended MTA Annual Conference, enjoyed “Listening” session 

 
Supervisor Styka reported: 

• Memorial honoring Virginia White on April 22 
• Joint Intergovernmental meeting last week brought out many entities:  Consumers Energy, 

CATA, LEAP, City of East Lansing, City of Mason, City of Williamston, Williamstown 
Township, and the East Lansing, Haslett, Okemos, and Williamstown School Districts, 
partnership opportunities 

• May is Older Americans Month 
 
8.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
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Trustee Opsommer moved to approve the agenda. Seconded by Treasurer Brixie.   

 
 VOICE VOTE: YEAS: Supervisor Styka, Clerk Dreyfus, Treasurer Brixie, Trustees   

    Deschaine, Jackson, Opsommer, Sundland 
     
    NAYS:   
     
    Motion carried 7 – 0 
    
9.  CONSENT AGENDA (SALMON) 
  
 Supervisor Styka reviewed the consent agenda.  
 
Treasurer Brixie moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Seconded by Trustee Jackson.  
 
    

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Supervisor Styka, Treasurer Brixie, Trustees Deschaine, Jackson,   
               Opsommer, Sundland 

     
    NAYS:   Clerk Dreyfus 
     
    Motion carried 6 – 1 

 
 A. Communications 

 
Trustee Brixie moved that the communications be received and placed on file and any 
communications not already assigned for disposition be referred to the Township Manager 
or Supervisor for follow-up.  Seconded by Trustee Jackson. 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Supervisor Styka, Treasurer Brixie, Trustees Deschaine, Jackson,  
               Opsommer, Sundland 

     
    NAYS:  Clerk Dreyfus 
     
    Motion carried 6 – 1 
 
 B.  Minutes – April 17, 2018 Regular Meeting   
 
Treasurer Brixie moved to approve and ratify that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 
April 17, 2018 as submitted.  Seconded by Trustee Jackson.   
 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Supervisor Styka, Treasurer Brixie, Trustees Deschaine, Jackson,  
               Opsommer, Sundland 

     
    NAYS:  Clerk Dreyfus 
     
    Motion carried 6 – 1 
 
 C.  Bills  
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Treasurer Brixie moved to approve that the Township Board approve the Manager’s Bills as 
follows: 
 

Common Cash $390,527.59 

Public Works $26,075.87 

Trust & Agency $281.64 

                                                  Total Checks $416,885.10 

Credit Card Transactions 
April 12 to April 25, 2018 

$8,478.39 

                                                  Total Purchases $425,363.49 

ACH Payments 
 

$721,382.96 

Seconded Trustee Jackson.  
 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Supervisor Styka, Treasurer Brixie, Trustees Deschaine, Jackson,   

               Opsommer, Sundland 
     
    NAYS:  Clerk Dreyfus 
     
    Motion carried 6 – 1 
  
 D.  Lake Lansing Advisory Board Appointments 
 
Treasurer Brixie moved that the following property owners be re-appointed to the Lake 
Lansing Watershed Advisory Committee for terms expiring April 30, 2020: Timothy 
McCarthy of 6076 Columbia, Curtis Armbruster of 6411 E. Reynolds and Steven Culling of 
6193 Columbia.  Seconded by Trustee Jackson. 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Supervisor Styka, Treasurer Brixie, Trustees Deschaine, Jackson,  
               Opsommer, Sundland 

     
    NAYS:   Clerk Dreyfus 
     
    Motion carried 6 – 1 
 
10.  QUESTIONS FOR THE ATTORNEY (NONE)  
 
 
11.  HEARINGS  (NONE) 
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12.  ACTION ITEMS 
 
 A. Amendment to Rental Registration Ordinance – Final Adoption 
 
Trustee Deschaine moved to approve the resolution for final adoption of the amendment to 
Chapter 14, Article III, Rental Dwelling Unit Registration, of the Code of Ordinances to be in 
compliance with Public Act 169 of 2017.  Seconded by Trustee Jackson.   

 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Supervisor Styka, Clerk Dreyfus, Treasurer Brixie, Trustees   

    Deschaine, Jackson, Opsommer, Sundland 
     
    NAYS:   
     
    Motion carried 7 – 0 

 
B.     Zoning Amendment #18020 (Downtown Okemos and Downtown Haslett) 

 
Trustee Opsommer moved to adopt the resolution to introduce Rezoning Petition #18020 
for publication and subsequent adoption.  Supported by Trustee Deschaine. 
 
Zoning Amendment #18020, initiated by the Township Board, amends Section 86-440 of the 
Code of Ordinances to establish new standards for residential density and building height in 
Mixed Use Planned Unit Development (MUPUD) projects. 
 
Board Discussion: 

 
• New 60 foot building height, floor to ceiling height regulations, defining building height 

measurements, removing residential density limitations  
• Pros and cons of removing existing height and density limitations in downtown Okemos and 

downtown Haslett 
 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Supervisor Styka, Treasurer Brixie, Trustees Deschaine, Jackson,  

                              Opsommer, Sundland 
     
    NAYS:  Clerk Dreyfus 
     
    Motion carried 6 – 1  
  
 C.  Rezoning #18030 (Haslett Holding, LLC) – Introduction   
 
Trustee Deschaine moved to adopt to introduce for publication and subsequent adoption 
pursuant to Rezoning Petition #18030.  Supported by Trustee Jackson. 
 
Board Discussion: 

• Access road problems in the past, history of non-approval of this property for development 
• Density concerns, comparison with Board recently indicating non-approval of similar 

density increase in another neighborhood, lack of criteria to support upzoning 
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ROLL  CALL VOTE: YEAS: Supervisor Styka, Treasurer Brixie, Trustees Deschaine, Jackson,  

                              Opsommer, Sundland 
     
    NAYS:  Clerk Dreyfus 
     
    Motion carried 6 – 1  

 
 D.      Legal Services Contract  (with Fahey, Schultz, Burzych, Rhodes Law Firm) 
 
Trustee Jackson moved to authorize the Township Manager to execute the Renewal 
Engagement as Township Attorneys Letter of Agreement on behalf of the Charter Township 
of Meridian, as presented.  Seconded by Trustee Deschaine.    
 
Board Discussion: 
    ●     Question about what specific services provided under $5,000 monthly retainer fee paid to  
            Fahey Schultz, response is day to day advice and review of legal matters, examples given 
    ●     Need to issue Request for Proposal (RFP) to deliver best value and legal services to taxpayers,  
            get price quotes from other qualified, local law firms 
 
ROLL  CALL VOTE: YEAS: Supervisor Styka, Treasurer Brixie, Trustees Deschaine, Jackson,  

                              Opsommer, Sundland 
     
    NAYS:  Clerk Dreyfus 
     
    Motion carried 6 – 1  

 
 

      E.      CATA Redi-Ride Agreement 
 
Trustee Jackson moved to authorize the Township Supervisor and Township Manager to 
execute the Redi-Ride Service Agreement on behalf of the Charter Township of Meridian as 
presented.  Seconded by Treasurer Brixie.     
 
Board Discussion: 
    ●     Puts in writing what already exists -codify letter into formal agreement, upcoming Redi-Ride  

      millage renewal will be time for community discussion on changes, new CATA leadership &  
      willingness to work together, first fare increase (from 60 cents to $1.25) in 18 years 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Supervisor Styka, Clerk Dreyfus, Treasurer Brixie, Trustees   

    Deschaine, Jackson, Opsommer, Sundland 
     
    NAYS:   
     
    Motion carried 7 – 0 

 
     F.      Towner Road/I-69BL Water Main Capital Charge 
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Trustee Opsommer moved to approve the resolution establishing water system capital 
charges for Towner Road/I-69BL (from the westerly property line of 1997 Towner Road 
along Towner Road and I-69BL to Newton Road), establishing a cost of $61 per linear foot of 
frontage (plus 5% annual increase): with a maximum for single family residences of $4,880 
(plus 5% annual increase); for a period of ten years.  Seconded by Trustee Jackson. 
 
Board Discussion: 
    ●   Development is happening in this area of the Township, water main is providing  

    infrastructure, water desired for the new area park, capital charge vs. special assessment,  
    appropriately located on the development side of the Urban Services Management Area 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Supervisor Styka, Clerk Dreyfus, Treasurer Brixie, Trustees   

    Deschaine, Jackson, Opsommer, Sundland 
     
    NAYS:   
     
    Motion carried 7 – 0 

 
     G.       Redevelopment Ready Communities Program Resolution 
 
Trustee Deschaine moved to approve the Redevelopment Ready Communities Program 
resolution.  Seconded by Treasurer Brixie.   
 
Board Discussion: 
     ●   Certification will help Township with economic development, MEDC can assist with funding  
           resources once certified, self-assessment feedback helps Township gain certification 
     ●   Development where we are today and where we are headed, question about whether zoning  
           changes are needed, form-based code and RRC, identifying properties and parcels for MLS- 
           type listing  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Supervisor Styka, Clerk Dreyfus, Treasurer Brixie, Trustees   

    Deschaine, Jackson, Opsommer, Sundland 
     
    NAYS:   
     
    Motion carried 7 – 0 

 
     H.     Burcham Hills Community Economic Development Corporation Bonds Resolution 
 
Trustee Jackson moved to approve the Supervisor of the Township to serve as the elected 
representative for Burcham Hills Retirement Center II EDC Project Series 2018 Revenue 
Refunding Bonds.  Seconded by Treasurer Brixie. 
 
Board Discussion: 
     ●   Fees for this bond are the Meridian EDC’s source of funding 
     ●   Supervisor needs to hold Public Hearing, tentatively scheduled for May 23 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Supervisor Styka, Clerk Dreyfus, Treasurer Brixie, Trustees   

    Deschaine, Jackson, Opsommer, Sundland 
     



CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, MAY 1, 2018 REGULAR MEETING                  *DRAFT* 
 

Page 8 of 9 
 

    NAYS:   
     
    Motion carried 7 – 0 

 
13.  DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
 A.  Solar Panel Project 
  
 Director of Public Works & Engineering Perry presented information on installing a solar panel 

array in the Municipal Complex with a budget of $50,000. 
 
Board Discussion: 

     ●   Location of solar panels – Municipal Building roof vs. ground placement 
     ●   Project payback (Return on Investment), energy conservation, reducing carbon footprint,  
           battery options for power distribution at various times, energy produced from panels,  
           vandalism concerns, future building renovations and impact on project, scalability, safety 

Consensus of the Board for Director Perry and staff to develop  
 and finalize an installation agreement for a solar panel array. 

     B.        Extension of Special Use Permit #16051 (New Hope Church) 2170 Saginaw 
 
     Director of Community Planning Kieselbach updated the Board about a one-year extension of a  
     Special Use Permit for construction of a building totaling approximately 43,000 square feet. The  
     original SUP was issued in June, 2016 and it expires in June, 2018.    Three (3) criteria for approving  
     or denying an SUP extension was discussed.  Submitted a site plan for review, and have downsized  
     the building to approximately 29,000 square feet.   

Board Discussion: 
       ●  Increase in building costs, unable to raise funds for construction in time allocated for permit,  
             impact of development minimized due to building use, infrastructure improvement, 10 ft  
             pathway installation, environmental contamination small but reduced 
      ●   Concerns about unnecessary parking spaces, potential reduction in parking, question about  
             future expansion and impact on greenspace and wetlands, future parking needs questioned  
 
                  Consensus of the Board to bring this item back at the next meeting for action. 
 

14. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC (NONE) 
 
Supervisor Styka Opened Public Remarks.  

 
Supervisor Styka Closed Public Remarks.  
 
15.  OTHER MATTERS AND BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS  
 
  
Trustee Deschaine reported: 

• MTA Township Governance Academy is useful for Board education, budget is available 
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Trustee Opsommer reported: 

• Limitations of Proposal A, passed in 1994, dictates amount of funding per pupil 
• Community invests in CATA, CADL, Public Safety – but Sinking Fund cannot be used for 

transportation 
 
Trustee Jackson reported: 

• Farmers Market is now open for business 
 
Trustee Styka reported: 

• Some citizens mistakenly believe the Township controls how much money schools receive 
• Recycling event was very successful at end of April 

 
16.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
Treasurer Brixie moved to adjourn.  Seconded by Trustee Opsommer.  
 

VOICE VOTE: YEAS:  Trustees Deschaine, Jackson, Opsommer, Sundland, Supervisor Styka,  
                                                 Treasurer Brixie, Clerk Dreyfus  
 
    NAYS: 
 

    Motion carried unanimously 7-0. 
 
Supervisor Styka adjourned the meeting at 9:15 P.M. 

 

 

 

____        _____________________   _                   ___________________                        __________ 

     RONALD J. STYKA       BRETT DREYFUS,  

TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR     TOWNSHIP CLERK 

 

 

    

 

 
 















































 

 

To:  Township Board 
 
From:  Mark Kieselbach, Director of Community Planning & Development 
   

Peter Menser, Principal Planner 
 
Date:  May 9, 2018 
 
Re: Zoning Amendment #18020 (Township Board) – Final Adoption 
 
 
Attached for the Board’s approval is a resolution for final adoption of Zoning Amendment #18020.  
As directed by the Board, the Clerk published the proposed ordinance as required. 
 

 Move to adopt the resolution for final adoption of Ordinance No. 2018-06 pursuant to 
Zoning Amendment #18020. 

 
Attachment 
1. Resolution to approve 
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RESOLUTION TO APPROVE      Zoning Amendment #18020 
 Township Board 

FINAL ADOPTION 
  

RESOLUTION 
 

At the regular meeting of the Township Board of the Charter Township of Meridian, Ingham 
County, Michigan, held at the Meridian Municipal Building, in said Township on the 15th day of 
May, 2018, at 6:00 p.m., Local Time. 
 
PRESENT: ________________________________________________________________ __________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
ABSENT: ____________________________________________________________ _____________________________ 
 
 The following resolution was offered by _______________________ and supported by 
___________________. 
 

WHEREAS, the Township Board, at its meeting on January 23, 2018 initiated the zoning 
amendment to amend Section 86-440 (Mixed Use Planned Unit Development) of the Code of 
Ordinances; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proposed zoning amendment would revise the current limitations on 
residential density and building height in mixed use planned unit development (MUPUD) projects; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proposed zoning amendment limits policy changes to two specific 
geographic areas in the Township, a 14 acre area in Downtown Okemos and a 53 acre area in 
Downtown Haslett; and  
 

WHEREAS, the proposed zoning amendment establishes performance criteria by which to 
evaluate MUPUD projects proposing increased residential density and/or building height; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing on the proposed zoning 
amendment at its regular meeting on February 26, 2018 and reviewed staff material forwarded 
under cover memorandums dated February 21, 2018 and March 6, 2018; and 
 
 WHEREAS, at its regular meeting on March 12, 2018, the Planning Commission voted 7-1 to 
recommend approval of the proposed zoning amendment with revised draft ordinance language; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township Board reviewed the material from staff and the Planning 
Commission forwarded under cover memorandum dated April 6, 2018 and discussed the proposed 
zoning amendment at its meeting on April 17, 2018; and 
 

WHEREAS, the proposed zoning amendment is consistent with Goal B of the 2018 Township 
Board Action Plan to create and adopt additional tools to assist in the redevelopment of our core 
commercial areas including the Four Corners of Okemos and Downtown Haslett; and 

 
WHEREAS, the proposed zoning amendment is consistent with Goal 1, Objective B of the 

2017 Master Plan to ensure new residential developments meet high standards of visual 
attractiveness, health and safety, and environmental sensitivity; and 
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WHEREAS, the proposed zoning amendment is consistent with Goal 3, Objectives A and B of 
the 2017 Master Plan to upgrade commercial areas and develop the Township’s mixed use core into 
a viable business district; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Township Board introduced Zoning Amendment #18020 for publication and 

subsequent adoption at its meeting on May 1, 2018. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
OF MERIDIAN hereby FINALLY ADOPTS Ordinance No. 2018-06, entitled “Ordinance Amending 
the Code of the Charter Township of Meridian, Ingham County, Michigan, Chapter 86, Article IV, 
Division IV, by amending Section 86-440.” 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the Charter Township of Meridian is directed 

to publish the Ordinance in the form in which it was adopted within 15 days of this meeting. 
 
ADOPTED: YEAS: _________________________________________________________________________________  
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  NAYS: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
    ) ss 
COUNTY OF INGHAM ) 
 

I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Clerk of the Township Board of the Charter 
Township of Meridian, Ingham County, Michigan, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true 
and a complete copy of a resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Township Board on the 
15th day of May, 2018. 
 
 

       _____________________________  
       Brett Dreyfus 
       Township Clerk 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2018-06 
 

ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

CHAPTER 86 ARTICLE IV, DIVISION IV, BY AMENDING SECTION 86-440. 
 
 
THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN ORDAINS: 
 
Section 1. 
 
A. Amendment to Article IV, District Regulations, Division IV, Other Districts, Section 86-440 

Mixed use planned unit development (MUPUD) of the code of the Charter Township of 
Meridian, Ingham County, Michigan, hereby amends Section 86-440 to read as follows:  

 
Section 86-440 Mixed use planned unit development (MUPUD). 
 
(a) Purpose and intent. – Remains as written. 
 
(b) Definitions. – Remains as written. 
 
(c) Permitted locations and uses. 
 
(1) Locations. – Remains as written. 
 
(2) Uses. 
 
a. – b. – Remain as written. 
 
c. Single and multiple-family residential uses up to a density of 14 dwelling units per acre when 
developed in conjunction with the redevelopment of an existing building(s) for a use permitted by 
right or by special use permit in the underlying zoning district and on the same parcel of land. 
The density may be increased to 18 dwelling units per acre by offering four or more additional 
unique and extraordinary amenities acceptable to the Township. 
 
d. Single- and multiple-family residential uses up to a density of 10 dwelling units per acre when 
developed in conjunction with the development of an undeveloped site for a use permitted by right 
or by special use permit in the underlying district and on the same parcel of land. 
 
e. For mixed-use PUDs within the Okemos Downtown shown on Map 1 and the Haslett Downtown 
shown on Map 2 the Township Board may in its sole discretion approve a higher density per acre of 
residential dwelling units and an increase in the height of a building based upon the proposed 
mixed-use PUD complying with the following performance criteria: 
 
1. Architectural design and placement of building(s) on the parcel(s) will be consistent with the 
architectural standards set forth in the Master Plan, of current adoption, and are to include 
sustainability and environmental considerations, including, but not limited to, energy usage from 
renewable energy resources.  Achieving Energy Star or LEED Silver standards or better is highly 
valued. 
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2. The building height is no more than four stories above the finished grade.  A fifth story may be 
allowed where there is a minimum of a ten foot setback for such fifth story from the predominant 
first floor facade elevation.  Overall height from the finished grade to the top of the wall does not 
exceed 60 feet.  Floor-to-ceiling height is at a minimum of 14 feet for first floor commercial or office 
uses, and a minimum of nine feet for all residential and any upper floors, regardless of use. 
 
3. A parking plan that provides a unified design for any parking structures with the main building 
through the use of similar building materials, color, and architectural style.  
 
4. An innovative design including a number of different dwelling unit types, sizes, and floor plans 
are available within the mixed-use PUD. 
 
5. The mixed-use PUD provides common areas and/or amenities for residents and the general 
public, including but not limited to, gathering spaces, gardens, courtyards, pavilions, pocket parks, 
swimming pools, exercise rooms, storage rooms, lockers, and covered parking. 
 
6. The mixed-use PUD promotes nonmotorized and shared (public) transportation by providing 
convenient access to the public pedestrian/bicycle pathway system and public transportation 
systems as outlined in the master plan.  
 
7. The mixed-use PUD provides opportunities for shared parking, access-ways, and driveways with 
adjoining properties or provides additional parking spaces that may be used by the public.  
 
8. The mixed-use PUD generally provides commercial and other non-residential uses on the ground 
floor(s) and the development demonstrates a financially viable plan for sustainable commercial 
and/or office space usage. 
 
9. The mixed-use PUD demonstrates how proposed higher density will not negatively impact the 
character, aesthetics, safety, or welfare of surrounding businesses and neighborhoods. 
 
10. The mixed-use PUD considers any potential for increased traffic and provides solutions to 
address the traffic increases. 
 
11. The mixed-use PUD makes efforts to preserve and use existing structures or provides 
explanations to justify why such preservation and use is not possible. 
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MAP 1. BOUNDARY OF OKEMOS DOWNTOWN 
 

 
 

MAP 2. BOUNDARY OF HASLETT DOWNTOWN 
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f. Uses may be mixed vertically and/or horizontally. 
 
(d) Phasing. – Remains as written. 
 
(e) Amenities. – Remains as written. 
 
(f) Design standards. – Remains as written. 
 
(g) Procedure. – Remains as written. 
 
(h) Effect of issuance. – Remains as written. 
 
(i) Amendments. – Remains as written. 
 
(j) Enforcement. – Remains as written. 
 
Section 2. Validity and Severability.  The provisions of this Ordinance are severable and the 

invalidity of any phrase, clause or part of this Ordinance shall not affect the validity or 
effectiveness of the remainder of the Ordinance. 

 
Section 3.  Repealer Clause.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict therewith are 

hereby repealed only to the extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and 
effect. 

 
Section 4. Savings Clause.  This Ordinance does not affect rights and duties matured, penalties 

that were incurred, and proceedings that were begun, before its effective date. 
 
Section 5. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall become effective on the day following the date of 

publication. 
 
 
___________________________________________ ___________________________________ 
Ronald J. Styka, Township Supervisor Brett Dreyfus, Township Clerk 
        
 
____________________________________________ 
William K. Fahey, Township Attorney 
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Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

 

To:  Township Board  
 
From:  Mark Kieselbach, Director of Community Planning and Development 
 
  Justin Quagliata, Assistant Planner 
 
Date:  May 9, 2018 
 
Re: Rezoning #18030 (Haslett Holding, LLC) – Final Adoption 
 
 
Attached for the Board’s approval is a resolution for final adoption of Rezoning #18030.  As 
directed by the Board, the Clerk published the proposed ordinance as required. 
 

 Move to adopt the resolution for final adoption of Ordinance No. 2018-07 pursuant to 
Rezoning Petition #18030, approving the rezoning of approximately 5.02 acres from RR 
to RA located at 580 Haslett Road. 

 
Attachment 
1. Resolution to approve 
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RESOLUTION TO APPROVE       Rezoning #18030 (Haslett Holding, LLC) 
580 Haslett Road 

 FINAL ADOPTION 
 

 
RESOLUTION 

 
At a regular meeting of the Township Board of the Charter Township of Meridian, Ingham 

County, Michigan, held at the Meridian Municipal Building, in said Township on the 15th day of 
May, 2018, at 6:00 p.m., Local Time. 
 
PRESENT: _______________________________________________________________                                                          
   
  ________________________________________________________________                                                        
  
ABSENT: ________________________________________________________________                                                         
 
 The following resolution was offered by ___________________ and supported by 
___________________. 
 

WHEREAS, Haslett Holding, LLC requested a rezoning of an approximate 5.02 acre parcel 
located at 580 Haslett Road from RR (Rural Residential) to RA (Single Family-Medium Density); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing and discussed the rezoning at its 
meeting on March 12, 2018; and recommended approval 9-0 at its meeting on March 26, 2018; and 
 
  WHEREAS, the Township Board discussed the rezoning at its meeting on April 17, 2018 and 
has reviewed the staff and Planning Commission material forwarded under cover memorandum 
dated April 12, 2018; and 
 

WHEREAS, the subject site meets or exceeds the minimum standards for lot area and lot 
width of the proposed RA (Single Family-Medium Density) zoning district; and 
 

WHEREAS, the subject site is adjacent to an existing RA (Single Family-Medium Density) 
zoning district to the north; and 

 
WHEREAS, public water and sanitary sewer services are available to serve the site; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township Board introduced Rezoning #18030 for publication and 

subsequent adoption at its meeting on May 1, 2018. 
 
  NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN hereby FINALLY ADOPTS Ordinance No. 2018-07, entitled “Ordinance 
Amending the Zoning District Map of Meridian Township pursuant to Rezoning Petition #18030” 
from RR (Rural Residential) to RA (Single Family-Medium Density). 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the Charter Township of Meridian is directed 
to publish the Ordinance in the form in which it was adopted within 15 of this meeting. 
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ADOPTED: YEAS: ____________________________________________________                                                               
  
   ____________________________________________________                                                              
 
  NAYS: ____________________________________________________                                                               
 
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
    ) ss 
COUNTY OF INGHAM ) 
 
 I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Clerk of the Township of Meridian, Ingham 
County, Michigan, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and a complete copy of a 
resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Township Board on the 15th day of May, 2018. 
 
        

______________________________   
       Brett Dreyfus 
       Township Clerk 
 



 
ORDINANCE NO. 2018-07 

ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING DISTRICT MAP 
OF MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP 

PURSUANT TO REZONING #18030 
 
 The Charter Township of Meridian ordains: 
 
 Section 1. Amending the Zoning District Map. 

 A. The Zoning District Map of Meridian Township, as adopted in Section 86-312 of the 
Code of the Charter Township of Meridian, Michigan, as previously amended, is hereby amended by 
changing the RR (Rural Residential) District symbol and indication as shown on the Zoning District 
Map, for 580 Haslett Road, the property legally described as: 
 
A PARCEL OF LAND IN THE SOUTHWEST ¼ OF SECTION 12, T4N, R1W, MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP, INGHAM 

COUNTY, MICHIGAN, THE BOUNDARY OF SAID PARCEL DESCRIBED AS: COMMENCING AT THE EAST ¼ CORNER 

OF SAID SECTION 12; THENCE S00°28’42”E ALONG THE EAST LINE OF SAID SECTION 12 A DISTANCE OF 

1312.81 FEET TO THE SOUTH LINE OF THE NORTH ½ OF SAID SOUTHEAST ¼ AS SURVEYED AND THE NORTH 

LINE OF HASLETT ROAD; THENCE S89°26’12”W ALONG SAID NORTH LINE 2141.72 FEET; THENCE 

N00°51’31”W PARALLEL WITH THE PROPERTY CONTROLLING NORTH-SOUTH ¼ LINE OF SAID SECTION 12 

A DISTANCE OF 264.00 FEET; THENCE S89°26’12”W PARALLEL WITH SAID NORTH LINE 480.00 FEET TO A 

POINT ON SAID NORTH-SOUTH ¼ LINE AND THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF THIS DESCRIPTION; THENCE 

S00°51’31”E ALONG SAID NORTH-SOUTH ¼ LINE 82.97 FEET; THENCE S89°21’06”W  PARALLEL WITH 

THE SOUTH LINE OF THE NORTH ½ OF THE EAST ½ OF THE SOUTHWEST ¼ AS MONUMENTED AND THE 

NORTH LINE OF HASLETT ROAD 222.00 FEET; THENCE S00°51’31”E PARALLEL WITH SAID NORTH-SOUTH 

¼ LINE 180.00 FEET TO SAID NORTH LINE; THENCE S89°21’06”W ALONG SAID NORTH LINE 544.31 FEET; 
THENCE N06°15’30”W 187.82 FEET; THENCE N67°02’02”E 593.54 FEET; THENCE S88°57’32”E 

234.21 FEET TO SAID NORTH-SOUTH ¼ LINE; THENCE S00°51’31”E ALONG SAID NORTH-SOUTH ¼ LINE 

142.44 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING; SAID PARCEL CONTAINING 5.02 ACRES MORE OR LESS; SAID 

PARCEL SUBJECT TO ALL EASEMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS IF ANY.  
 

to that of RA (Single Family-Medium Density). 
 
 Section 2. Validity and Severability.  The provisions of this Ordinance are severable and the 
invalidity of any phrase, clause or part of this Ordinance shall not affect the validity or effectiveness of 
the remainder of the Ordinance. 
 
 Section 3. Repealer Clause.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict therewith are 
hereby repealed only to the extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect. 
 
 Section 4. Savings Clause.  This Ordinance does not affect rights and duties matured, penalties 
that were incurred, and proceedings that were begun, before its effective date. 
 
 Section 5. Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be effective seven (7) days after its publication 
or upon such later date as may be required under Section 402 of the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act 
(MCL 125.3402) after filing of a notice of intent to file a petition for a referendum. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
_______________________________________                       _______________________________________        
Ronald J. Styka, Township Supervisor  Brett Dreyfus, Township Clerk 
 
Legal description confirmed by:   
 
 
__________________________________________        ________________________________________        
Mark Kieselbach, Director   William K. Fahey, Township Attorney 
Community Planning and Development 
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12.C 

Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

 

To:  Township Board  

 

From:  Peter Menser, Principal Planner 

   

Justin Quagliata, Assistant Planner 

 

Date:  May 9, 2018 

 

Re: Rezoning #18010 (Giguere Homes), rezone approximately 7.36 acres located 

at 3760 Hulett Road from RR (Rural Residential) to RAA (Single Family-Low 

Density). 

 

 

The Township Board last discussed Rezoning #18010 at its meeting on March 20, 2018.  After 

discussing the request, the consensus of the Board was to consider a resolution to deny the 

rezoning at its next meeting.  Since the last meeting the applicant has submitted a letter offering to 

condition the rezoning on the following: 

 

• Limiting future development of the site to no more than 10 lots.  

• Inclusion of a 40 foot wide Natural Preservation Area between Robins Way and lots in the 

proposed development. 

• The placement of deed restrictions on the new development that would meet or exceed those 

of the existing Sanctuary development. 

• Restriction of land development construction activities from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday 

through Saturday. 

• The installation of a temporary chain link gate at the entrance to the proposed development off 

Robins Way during the land development phase of construction. 

 

The applicant had initially offered to condition the rezoning on limiting future development of the 

site to no more than 12 lots.  These new conditions take the place of the previously offered 

condition. 

 

Township Board Options 

 

The Township Board may approve or deny the proposed rezoning from RR (Rural Residential) to 

RAA (Single Family-Low Density).  If the Board amends the proposal, the request may be referred 

back to the Planning Commission for a recommendation.  A motion to deny the rezoning request is 

provided. 

 

• Move to adopt the resolution to deny Rezoning Petition #18010, a request to rezone 

approximately 7.36 acres from RR (Rural Residential) to RAA (Single Family-Low Density) at 

3760 Hulett Road. 

 

 

 

 



 

Rezoning #18010 (Giguere Homes) 

Township Board (5/15/18) 

Page 2 

  

Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

 

Attachments 

1.  Resolution to deny. 

2.  Letter from Giguere Homes dated May 9, 2018. 

3.  Draft development layout dated May 8, 2018 and received by the Township on May 9, 2018.  
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RESOLUTION TO DENY  Rezoning #18010 

 Giguere Homes 

3760 Hulett Road 

 

RESOLUTION 

 

At a regular meeting of the Township Board of the Charter Township of Meridian, Ingham 

County, Michigan, held at the Meridian Municipal Building, in said Township on the 15th day of 

May, 2018, at 6:00 p.m., Local Time. 

 

PRESENT: ________________________________________________________________                                                        

   

  ________________________________________________________________                                                        

  

ABSENT: ________________________________________________________________                                                        

 

 The following resolution was offered by ___________________ and supported by 

___________________. 

 

 WHEREAS, Giguere Homes requested a rezoning of approximately 7.36 acres at 3760 Hulett 

Road from RR (Rural Residential) to RAA (Single Family-Low Density); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing and discussed the rezoning at its 

meeting on February 12, 2018 and at its meeting on February 26, 2018 recommended approval of 

the rezoning request; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Township Board discussed the proposed rezoning at its meeting on March 

20, 2018 and has reviewed the staff and Planning Commission materials provided under a cover 

memorandum dated March 16, 2018; and 

 

WHEREAS, the applicant offered conditions for the rezoning in a letter dated May 9, 2018, 

including a maximum of 10 lots, inclusion of a Natural Preservation Area, deed restrictions that 

meet or exceed those of the existing Sanctuary development, restriction on construction hours to 

8am-6pm Monday-Saturday, and the installation of a temporary chain link gate at the entrance off 

Robins Way during land development phase of construction; and 

   

 WHEREAS, maintaining the current RR (Rural Residential) zoning on the subject property 

will minimize negative impacts to the environmental features on the subject property, and to 

surrounding properties, including but not limited to wetlands, water features, and storm water 

drainage; and 

 

WHEREAS, the conditions proposed by the applicant would not sufficiently lessen the 

negative impacts of the requested rezoning, but would likely increase the negative impacts of the 

applicant’s proposed rezoning of the subject property by further increasing the total number of 

residential units that could be developed on the applicant’s entire combined property; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the current RR zoning is consistent with the R-2 (Residential, 0.5-3.5 dwelling 

units per acre) Future Land Use Map designation in the 2017 Master Plan; and 

 

WHEREAS, the subject property could be developed as currently zoned in the RR (Rural 

Residential) category. 
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE CHARTER 

TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN hereby denies Rezoning #18010 to rezone approximately 7.36 acres at 

3760 Hulett Road from RR (Rural Residential) to RAA (Single Family-Low Density). 

 

ADOPTED: YEAS: ____________________________________________________                                                              

  

   ____________________________________________________                                                              

 

  NAYS: ____________________________________________________                                                              

 

STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 

    ) ss 

COUNTY OF INGHAM ) 

 

 I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Clerk of the Township Board of the 

Township of Meridian, Ingham County, Michigan, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true 

and a complete copy of a resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Township Board on the 

15th day of May, 2018. 

 

        ______________________________   

        Brett Dreyfus 

        Township Clerk 
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12.D 

To:  Township Board 
 
From:  Peter Menser, Principal Planner 
 
  Justin Quagliata, Assistant Planner 
 
Date:  May 8, 2018 
 
Re: Special Use Permit #16051 (New Hope Church), extend special use permit 

approval for a period of one year. 
 
 
The Township Board discussed the request for an extension of Special Use Permit (SUP) #16051 at 
its May 1, 2018 meeting.  The special use permit is for the construction of a building totaling more 
than 25,000 square feet in size located at the northeast corner of Saginaw Highway (M-78) and 
Newton Road.  The applicant is requesting a one year extension of the special use permit to June 7, 
2019. 
 
Township Board Options 
 
The Township Board has the option to approve, approve with modifications, or deny an extension. 
If the extension is denied, the applicant must resubmit the special use permit.  A resolution to 
approve the extension is attached. 
 

 Move to approve the extension of Special Use Permit #16051 for a period of one year from 
June 7, 2018 to June 7, 2019 and all previous conditions shall remain in effect. 

 
Attachment 
1. Resolution to approve. 
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RESOLUTION TO APPROVE  Special Use Permit #16051 
(EXTENSION) New Hope Church 
 Northeast corner of Saginaw Highway and Newton Road 
 
  

RESOLUTION 
 
 At a regular meeting of the Township Board of the Charter Township of Meridian, Ingham 
County, Michigan, held at the Meridian Municipal Building, in said Township on the 15th day of May 
2018, at 6:00 p.m., Local Time. 
 
PRESENT: ________________________________________________________________                                                         
   
  ________________________________________________________________                                                         
  
ABSENT: ________________________________________________________________                                                         
 
 The following resolution was offered by ___________________ and supported by 
___________________. 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant, New Hope Church, in a letter dated April 4, 2018, requested an 
extension of Special Use Permit #16051, to construct a building greater than 25,000 square feet in 
size at the northeast corner of Saginaw Highway and Newton Road; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township Board discussed the special use permit extension request at its 
May 1, 2018 meeting and has reviewed the material forwarded by staff under cover memorandum 
dated April 24, 2018; and 
 

WHEREAS, Section 86-128(f) of the Code of Ordinances allows for the extension of a special 
use permit; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the project continues to be consistent with the special use permit review criteria 
listed in Section 86-126 of the Code of Ordinances; and 
 

WHEREAS, the structure has been designed to be harmonious and appropriate with existing 
and potential future uses surrounding the site. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN hereby grants the extension of Special Use Permit #16051, for a period 
of one year, from June 7, 2018 to June 7, 2019, with the following condition: 
 

1. All previous conditions placed on the approval of Special Use Permit #16051 shall remain in 
effect.  

 
ADOPTED: YEAS: ____________________________________________________                                                               
  
   ____________________________________________________                                                               
 
  NAYS: ____________________________________________________                                                               
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STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
    ) ss 
COUNTY OF INGHAM ) 
 
 I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Clerk of the Township of Meridian, Ingham 
County, Michigan, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and a complete copy of a 
resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Township Board on the 15th day of May 2018. 
 
         

______________________________   
        Brett Dreyfus 
        Township Clerk 
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12. E 

To:  Board Members 

From:  Miriam Mattison, Finance Director 

Date:  May 9, 2018 

Re:  1st Quarter Budget Amendments 

 

The June 2018 Amended Budget is attached.  It reflects the recommended Beginning-of-Year Budget 
Amendments that are detailed in Exhibit A.  These amendments result from activities budgeted in 
2017 that were not completed and are being carried over to 2018, as well as, amendments for other 
revenues and expenditures that were unknown during the original budget process. 

The total carryover for the General Fund of $115,625 is for open Purchase Orders and for projects 
that were not completed in 2017, but are still anticipated to be done in 2018.  These include 
information technology upgrades and phone system. 

The projected Fund Balance for General Fund is based on preliminary financial results at year-end.  
Final numbers for 2017 will not be available until after the audit. 

Amendments to the 2018 General Fund include revenue increases for local community stabilization 
tax, local revenue sharing agreement, recycling revenue, interest, and reimbursements totaling 
$167,000.  Expenditure requests are from contract payments previously approved by the Township 
Board, extrication equipment, legal services, and temporary services totaling $118,000. 

 

The projected Fund Balance for the General Fund is computed as follows: 

 Fund Balance at 12/31/16 per audit      $7,425,703 
  Revenues per preliminary financials     18,917,451 

  Expenditures per preliminary financials     19,404,288 

  Preliminary decrease in fund balance 2017       (486,837) 

  Projected Fund Balance at 12/31/2017    $6,938,866 

 

  Original Budgeted Use of Fund Balance 2018                                 (1,110,587) 

  Beginning-of-Year budget amendments                         (66,725) 

  Projected Use of Fund Balance                                        ($1,166,812) 

 Projected Fund Balance at 12/31/18        $5,761,554 

 

Fund Balance/Average Monthly Expenditures                   3.52 

 
Amendments to the special funds consists of carry over expenses for Park Millage, Land 

Preservation, and Fire Station Construction Funds of $2,232,260.   The Park Millage and motor pool 

funds are requesting use of $1,000 each of fund balance for additional expenses incurred for snow  



 
 

 

  

Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 
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removal.  Land Preservation is requesting use of $30,000 for grounds maintenance expenses for a 

prairie project. 

 
The following motion is proposed: 

MOVE TO APPROVE THE BEGINNING-OF-YEAR 2018 BUDGET AMENDMENTS WITH A 
DECREASE IN BUDGETED FUND BALANCE FOR THE GENERAL FUND IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $66,725 WHICH PROJECTS A USE OF FUND BALANCE OF $1,166,812.  BASED ON 
PRELIMINARY 2017 RESULTS, THE PROJECTED FUND BALANCE AT DECEMBER 31, 
2018 WILL BE $5,761,554. 

 

Attachment: 

1. Beginning-of-Year 2018 Budget Amendment Financial Information 
 



EXHIBIT A

Department Amount Explanation Account

GENERAL FUND

Revenue

     Local Community Stabilization Tax $29,500.00 Unbudgeted Revenue 101-000.000-441.000

     Local Revenue Sharing Agreements $37,500.00 Higher than anticipated 101-000.000-576.500
     Recycling Revenue $5,000.00 Higher than anticipated 101-000.000-650.000
     Interest $50,000.00 Higher than anticipated 101-000.000-665.000
     Reimbursements $45,000.00 Higher than anticipated - Health Care reimbursements and Election 101-000.000-676.000

$167,000.00

Expenditures
General Government

Information Tec - Contractual Serv. 8,500.00 Carry Over - Phone system wiring services 101-170.230-820.000

Police - Legal 9,000.00 Brianne Randall - Larry Nassar investigation 101-300.301-808.000
Police - Contractual Services 31,000.00 Brianne Randall contract 101-300.301-820.000

Fire - Contractual Services 54,600.00 Chief Cowper contract 101-300.336-820.000

Fire - Machinery and Equipment 20,000.00 Extrication equipment (Jaws of life) 101-300.336-972.000

Dev. Control - Planning/Admin  - Temp. 3,500.00 Higher than anticipated - Intern moved to full time 101-300.400-701.080

Total General Government 126,600.00

Capital Outlay

Network Servers 2,000.00 Carry Over - Swith Upgrade for Server 101-900.901-980.040

Phone Systems 105,125.00 Carry Over - Phone Systems 101-900.901-980.080

Total Capital Outlay 107,125.00

Total Expenditures for General Fund 233,725.00

Net from Fund Balance -$66,725.00

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS

Park Millage

Expenditures - Park Main. - Overtime 1,000.00 Higher than anticipated - Snow removal 208-750.758-706.000

Expenditures - Park Dev. - Const/Imp 596,300.00 Carry over - Towner Road Park and Dog Park 208-750.759-974.000

Net from Fund Balance $597,300.00

Land Preservation

Expenditures

Legal Fees 20,000.00 Carry Over - Land Purchases 209-000.000-808.000

Grounds Maintenance 30,000.00 Prairie Project 209-000.000-934.000

Land Acquisition 1,612,700.00 Carry Over - Land Purchases 209-000.000-971.000

Total Expenditures $1,612,700.00

Net from Fund Balance -$1,612,700.00

Fire Station Construction Fund
Expenditures
Construction & Improvements 3,260.00 Carry Over  - Bond funds 454-000.000-974.000

Total Expenditures $3,260.00

Net from Fund Balance -$3,260.00

INTERNAL SERVICE FUND 

Motor Pool

Expenditures  - Overtime 1,000 Higher than anticipated - Snow removal 661-000.000-706.000

Net from Fund Balance $1,000.00

PUBLIC WORKS FUNDS

Sewer Fund

Expenditures  - Radio Maintenance 5,500.00 Not Budgeted 590-440.538-936.000

Net from Fund Balance $5,500.00

Water Fund

Expenditures  - Professional Services 1,100.00 Higher than anticipated - Sleepy Hollow bond fees 591-440.447-821.000

Net from Fund Balance $1,100.00

Beginning of Year Budget Amendments

2018 Budget

Charter Township of Meridian

1



Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

12. F

To: Board Members 

From: Mark Kieselbach, Community Planning & Development Director  

Dave Hall, Chief of Police 

Date: May 9, 2018 

Re: Outdoor Assembly License-New Hope Church 

The Township recently received an outdoor assembly license application from New Hope Church 
for Sunday, May 20th.  The church will be hosting a family celebration groundbreaking 
from 11:00am-1:00pm for the proposed new church building and anticipate up to 600 people 
could attend the event.  The Outdoor Assembly Ordinance requires the Township Board to 
approve the license for an event attended by more than 250 people.  The church has also 
requested a waiver of the $300 license fee. 

The ordinance requires the regulation, licensing and control of gatherings which draws upon the 
health, sanitation, fire, police, transportation, utility, and other public service normally provided by 
the Township.  The ordinance enumerates specific public safety standards that must be set.  
Therefore, the application was forwarded to the Fire, Police, Community Planning and Development, 
and Public Works and Engineering Departments for inspection and review.  The Fire Department 
requested two additional fire extinguishers be placed on site.  There also was a suggestion the 
church should contact MDOT as there may be a concern with vehicles entering and exiting onto 
Saginaw Highway.  As an alternative, the church may want to direct all traffic to enter and exit from 
Newton Road. 

The following motion is proposed for Board consideration: 

MOVE TO APPROVE THE OUTDOOR ASSEMBLY LICENSE FOR THE NEW HOPE CHURCH 
CELEBRATION BEING HELD ON SUNDAY, MAY 20, 2018 FROM 11:00AM-1:00PM AND 
WAIVE THE $300 LICENSE FEE CONDITIONED ON PLACING TWO FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 
ON SITE AND VERIFYING WITH MDOT THERE ARE NO CONCERNS WITH VEHICLES 
ENTERING AND EXITING ONTO SAGINAW HIGHWAY. 

Attachments: 
1. License for Outdoor Assembly
2. Application for Outdoor Assembly License



CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 
LICENSE FOR OUTDOOR ASSEMBLY 

 
 
 The Township Board of the Charter of Meridian hereby grants Licensee, New Hope Church 
whose address is 1340 Haslett Rd. Haslett, MI  48840, a license to conduct an outdoor assembly on 
the   20th   day of May 2018 between the hours of 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. upon the premises located 
at 2170 East Saginaw Hwy. East Lansing, MI  48823. The purpose and character of the outdoor 
assembly shall be limited to:  a family celebration of groundbreaking for the proposed new church 
building. The number of persons to attend is estimated at 600. 
 
 Licensee shall observe the minimum requirements contained in Chapter 38, Article V of the 
Charter Township of Meridian Code of Ordinances, except that the Township Board grants Licensee 
a waiver of the following provisions: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________. 
 
  
In addition to the foregoing, Licensee shall observe the following additional conditions:   
 
This License shall be non-transferable. 
  
This License shall be posted in a conspicuous place upon the premises of the assembly. 
 
The foregoing License was approved by the Township Board of the Charter Township of Meridian 
on the _15th_ day of May 2018. 
 
 
 
      __________________________ 
      Brett Dreyfus, CMMC 
       Township Clerk 













 
 

 

  

 

 

13. A.  

 

To:  Township Board Members 

From:  Derek N. Perry, Assistant Township Manager 
  Director of Public Works & Engineering 
 
Date:  May 8, 2018 

Re:  Winslow Mobile Home Park- Private Water System 

 

Within the last year, the Winslow Mobile Home Park (734 W. Grand River) was sold to a 
Mr. Mike Duffy of D Ventures LLC. Residents of the Park receive water service from an 
onsite privately owned system operated and maintained by the Mobile Home Park.  
 
When a privately owned system transfers ownership, the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality (MDEQ) requires that the new owner(s) contact the local unit of 
government (LUG) to determine if they would accept ownership and operational 
responsibility for the water supply. Because many of these private systems do not meet 
municipal standards, it is typical for the LUG to refuse ownership. Once this has formally 
occurred, the private system then works with the MDEQ on permitting for the privately 
owned water system so it is operated safely and in compliance with the Michigan Safe 
Drinking Water Act (PA 399 of 1976). 
 
This property is part of the Grand River Water Main Extension project approved by the 
Township Board in October of 2017. We expect that the new owners will ultimately 
connect to the Meridian Township water supply when it is available, but recommend that 
we do not accept ownership of the privately owned system as they are requesting.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proposed ACTION Motion: 
 
“Move to authorize the Meridian Township Director of Public Works & Engineering 
to deny the request from Mr. Mike Duffy of D Ventures LLC to have the Meridian 
Township Department of Public Works own, operate or maintain the existing 
privately owned water system at the Winslow Mobile Home Park located at 734 W. 
Grand River Avenue, Okemos, MI 48864.” 
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