
 
 
 

Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the Meridian Township Board by contacting:  
Township Manager Timothy Dempsey, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864 or 517.853.4258 - Ten Day Notice is Required.  
Meeting Location: 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Ml 48864 Township Hall 
 
 
Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community.  
 
 

AGENDA 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN  
Downtown Development Authority  

October 6, 2025 7:30AM  
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 

Meridian Township – Township Hall  
 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

2. ROLL CALL  

3. MISSION:  The Meridian Township DDA mission is to beautify and revitalize downtown 
Okemos as a very desirable place to shop, live, and do business.  It is a commitment to 
promoting and improved quality of life by creating a friendly, walkable community 
embracing the natural aesthetics of the river and parks. 

 
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

A. August 4, 2025 MEETING MINUTES 

B. West Hamilton and Okemos Subcommittee September 8, 2025 MEETING MINUTES 

6. COMMUNICATIONS 

7. PUBLIC REMARKS 

8. FINANCIAL REPORT 

A. Monthly Financial August 

9. AUTHORIZATION OF PAYMENTS 

A. Consumers Energy Bill September 2025 

B.   Consumers Energy Bill October 2025 

10. OLD BUSINESS 

A. West Hamilton and Okemos Subcommittee Overview 

11. NEW BUSINESS 

A. DDA Administration Compensation Discussion 

B. Consumers Energy Gas Line Update 2026 

12. OPEN DISCUSSION/BOARD COMMENTS 

13. PUBLIC REMARKS 

14. NEXT MEETING DATE 

A. November 3, 2025  7:30am – Town Hall Room, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos 

15. ADJOURNMENT 

 



 
                             Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community.  

 
Charter Township of Meridian 

Downtown Development Authority (DDA)  

Central Fire Station, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864 

Monday, August 4 2025 – Minutes  

 

Members 

Present:  Angela Wright, Ron Sdao, Renee Korrey, Peter Campbell, Bill Cawood, Lexi Denovich, Tom Stanko, 

Srinivas Kandula 

Members  

Absent: Supervisor Scott Hendrickson  

Staff 

Present: Neighborhoods & Economic Development Director Amber Clark and Township Manager Tim 

Dempsey 

Others 

Present: None 

 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

 

Chair Wright called the meeting to order and read the mission statement at 7:30 am.   

 

 

2. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 

MOTION BY MEMBER KORREY TO APPROVE THE AGENDA. SUPPORTED BY MEMBER CAWOOD. 

MOTION APPROVED 8-0. 

 

3. APPROVAL MEETING MINUTES OF JULY 7, 2025 

 

MOTION BY MEMBER KORREY TO APPROVE THE MINUTES. SUPPORTED BY MEMBER KANDULA. 

MOTION APPROVED 8-0. 

 

4. COMMUNICATIONS 

 

None. 

 

5. PUBLIC REMARKS 

 

Member Wright extended a formal welcome to new DDA member Lexi Denovich. Member Denovich will 

represent Douglas J Salon, a longtime member of the DDA.  

 

6. FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

A. Monthly June Financial Report 

 



 
                             Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community.  

Director Clark reviewed the month end bank statements from Independent Bank for June.  At the end, there 

is a balance of $69,910.62 in the DDA General Fund and $191,438.20 in the DDA month-to-month CD 

account. 

 

MOTION MOVED BY MEMBER CAWOOD TO ACCEPT THE JUNE FINANCIAL REPORT AS WRITTEN. 

SUPPORTED BY MEMBER SDAO. MOTION APPROVED 8-0 

 

7. AUTHORIZATION OF PAYMENTS 

 

A. Consumers Energy Bills August 2025 

 

MOTION BY MEMBER CAWOOD TO APPROVE THE AUGUST PAYMENT OF $105.85 TO CONSUMERS 

ENERGY.  SUPPORTED BY MEMBER SDAO.  MOTION APPROVED 8-0. 

 

8. OLD BUSINESS 

 

None. 

 

9. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. 2026 DDA Annual Budget 

 

Director Clark provided an overview of the 2026 DDA fund balance. To begin setting the upcoming 

year’s budget, the Director will use the current year tax capture as a projection for the future capture 

that will come to the district. The number could be more or less than what was captured in a given year, 

typically property values increase at a rate of 3% or so. Instead of guessing what the rate will be, staff 

uses the current year capture as the anticipated revenue. Director Clark presented a general budget for 

the DDA to approve, using the expenditures and captured revenue of the 2025 year. 

 

Chair Wright wanted to ask the DDA if it is now time for the DDA to consider beautification projects, 

especially now that the DDA has a healthy fund balance.  

 

Member Korrey stated that it may not be money well spent for small beautification projects like flowers 

and art. The DDA may need to keep that funding to support a larger cost that will move the village of 

Okemos’s site forward. Member Korrey noted that some businesses did maintain the “beautification” 

investments that the DDA made like watering flowers and maintaining beds.  

 

Member Kandula stated that the businesses should work toward getting additional beautification in the 

district. The sidewalks could be a beautification project that we could work in tandem with property 

owners and projects to make those improvements.  

 

Member Sdao asked if the Township staff could do the parks maintenance/landscaping work if 

necessary.  

 

Director Clark noted that in other communities like the City of Midland, their DDA does financially 

support the beautification projects for private commercial spaces. In tandem another organization 

funds large projects.  

 

DDA members noted that a beautification project could be something in the future to help brighten up 

Downtown. Staff will look into additional beautification projects.  



 
                             Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community.  

Member Denovich asked about the contamination of the site, is the DDA responsible or capable of 

removing all the contamination. Director Clark stated that to date, the majority of the contamination 

has been contained.  

 

Member Cawood stated that the site is an eyesore and what can EGLE do to get the sheeting and 

shoring removed on the site? Director Clark responded that the steel sheeting must remain unless the 

hole is to be filled in. These are the requirements from the department of Environment Great Lakes and 

Energy to maintain the integrity of the road the keep the structure in tack. The Developer would have to 

allow the hole to be filled in and EGLE could do the work. At this time the developer has stated they 

have no intention to spend any more money on the site unless it is in the pursuit of an approved 

project. To fill in the hole would satisfy some but would not advance the project forward. EGLE has 

stated that due to the contamination there are several competing factors to ensuring the public’s health 

and safety are maintained. Site contamination is leaking solvents toward the Red Cedar River and the 

mission of EGLE is to control and reduce how much is moving toward that water source. Additionally 

the developer/property owner still desires to develop the site and to fill in the hole would require them 

to remove the soil if construction ever were to start.  

 

The sheeting and shoring will remain until the property owners/developer determine they are willing 

to finance filling the hole.  

 

Director Clark will begin internal discussions on general district improvements for the DDA.  

        
10. OPEN DISCUSSION/BOARD COMMENTS 

 

None.  

 

11. PUBLIC REMARKS 

 

None. 

 

12. NEXT MEETING DATE 

 

A. No meeting day for the entire DDA Board. The West Hamilton/Okemos Subcommittee will meet on 

September 8, 2025 7:30am – Town Hall Room, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos 

 
13. ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:38am without objection. 
 

 



 
Charter Township of Meridian 

Downtown Development Authority (DDA) –West Hamilton and Okemos Subcommittee 

Central Fire Station, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864 

Monday, September 8, 2025 – Minutes  

 

Members 

Present: Treasurer Phil Deschaine, Renee Korrey, and David Fosdick  

Members  

Absent: Ron Sdao 

Staff 

Present: Neighborhoods & Economic Development Director Amber Clark, Township Manager Tim Dempsey, 

and Executive Assistant Michelle Prinz 

Others 

Present: None 

 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

 

Director Clark called the meeting to order and read the mission statement at 7:36 am.   

 

2. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 

MOTION BY MEMBER KORREY TO APPROVE THE AGENDA. SUPPORTED BY TREASURER DESCHAINE. 

MOTION APPROVED 3-0. 

 

3. COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Director Clark reviewed a letter from Fire Marshal Tavis Millerov explaining the requirements needed for 

the fire trucks to safely be able to respond to emergencies given the Boulevard and HVD issues of the site. 

 

4. PUBLIC REMARKS 

 

None. 

 

5. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Consumers Energy and the HVD Powerlines Discussion 
 

Director Clark reported that the Village of Okemos Site Prospectus is nearly complete.  The largest 
unknown is the cost of the water/sewer work.  Okemos Road will need to be widened for any development 
to accommodate a left turn lane.  Currently, the Road Department is asking the developer to handle the 
estimated $4 million cost of this roadwork.  This is not feasible for any developer.   
 
There was discussion about the potential of the Township putting up resources for design work on the 
project to assist the developer because the exact size of the property left, following the road improvements, 
is unknown. 
 
B. What’s Next? 

 



Director Clark will schedule meetings with the Road Commission and Drain Commission to discuss road 
design, water storage and grant opportunities along with learning how they envision a development on the 
site.  Also, a follow up meeting with Hubbell, Roth, & Clark, Inc. (HRC) is needed to discuss the design work 
they have done in the past, for this site with KEBS, and any possible transportation funding grants.  
Following those meetings, the known information on infrastructure costs would be presented to the 
Township Board at a late fall meeting. 
 
It was mentioned that it is not necessary to discuss the HVD lines for now.  Questions were raised about the 
potential for road funding in 2030 and possible dollars from the Parks funds for site amenities. 

 

6. OPEN DISCUSSION/BOARD COMMENTS 

 

Treasurer Deschaine is retiring on Tuesday, September 16th.  Trustee Kathy Sundland will be taking taking 

Treasurer Deschaine’s place as the Township Board representative to the West Hamilton and Okemos 

Subcomittee. 

 

7. PUBLIC REMARKS 

 

None. 

 

8. NEXT MEETING DATE 

 

a. October 6, 2025, 7:30am-Township Municipal Building, Town Hall Room, 5151 Marsh Road. 

 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:29am without objection. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 
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To: Downtown Development Authority Members 

From:  Neighborhoods & Economic Development Director Amber Clark 

Date: October 6, 2025 

Re: West Hamilton and Okemos Subcommittee Meeting Overview  

On September 9, 2025 the West Hamilton and Okemos Subcommittee held their first meeting 
regarding the site commonly referred to as “Village of Okemos”. The developer indicated in their 
letter to the Township June 2024 that the project was on indefinite hold. The project, a 200 mixed-
use development at the southwest corner of Hamilton Road and Okemos Road has been the subject 
of discussion in the community for over a decade.  

The 2009 Integrated DDA Plan proposes that the four corners of the intersection of Hamilton and 
Okemos could launch the redevelopment of the downtown district with improvements at each 
corner. The West Hamilton and Okemos Subcommittee met to discuss what the current conditions 
of the site are, what are the elements that are a hurdle to development, and what could the 
Township/DDA do to combat those hurdles? 

Staff presented the project site history and the elements to why the developer put the project on 
hold. The project as planned, was based in a financial market that no longer existed when the 
developer was ready to construct. Several elements to the public infrastructure were also not 
prepared in time enough to support redevelopment. That was a key discussion topic for the 
subcommittee. To host a major redevelopment of the two blocks, six side streets, Hamilton, and 
Okemos road will need improvements. There is little to no funding resources available to the 
Township at this time to pay for the all of the necessary public improvements. There are potential 
future options to support infrastructure, staff will need to be creative and gain the support of the 
community to do so. The cost to improve Okemos Road alone is $4,000,000.  

Staff and the subcommittee discussed options related to public improvements. Namely, finding 
funding resources at a time where funding sources have been eliminated or moved into other 
programs. Staff discussed the limitations the Township has, specifically when it comes to eligibility 
for Federal or State funding programs. The meeting ended with a resolution to look for funding 
resources to make the public improvements ahead of development proposals. 



 

 
 

 

To: Meridian Downtown Development Authority  

From: Amber Clark Neighborhoods & Economic Development Director 
 

Date: October 6, 2025 

Re: DDA Administrative Compensation Discussion 

In recent years, the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) has maintained a positive fund 
balance. Notably, the Township Board forgave a $200,000 debt previously owed by the DDA to 
reimburse the County for back taxes following Meijer’s successful tax appeal. 

In 2021, as part of its initiative to stimulate downtown development, the Township Board forgave 
the remaining balance owed by the DDA. This action enabled the DDA to strengthen its financial 
position, and it now has access to over $200,000 for district improvements. These funds may also 
be used to support administrative costs associated with managing the DDA. 

Historically, developers have been granted direct access to staff for assistance with letters of 
support, grant applications, and other activities related to private development. These efforts 
should be tracked, and a portion of staff salaries should reflect the time and resources dedicated to 
supporting such initiatives. It is important that development incentives do not impose additional 
costs on the community. With strategic budgeting, most DDA activities can be managed with a net-
zero impact on the Township’s general fund, allowing continued financial support for other 
essential services. 

Given the projected budget deficit for 2026, staff recommends allocating 15% of the Economic 
Development Director’s salary from the DDA’s general fund to cover administrative tasks related 
to DDA management. 

Action Items for Approval: 

• Authorization for Meridian Township to allocate 15% of DDA staff salary from the DDA 
administration fund, totaling $24,915.80 in 2026. 

• Payments will begin on January 1, 2026. 

A recommendation is provided for your consideration: 

MOVE TO APPROVE THE ALLOCATION OF 15% OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
DIRECTOR’S SALARY AND ASSOCIATED BENEFITS FROM THE DDA ADMINISTRATION 
FUND, IN SUPPORT OF TIME AND RESPONSIBILITIES DEDICATED TO THE MANAGEMENT 
OF THE DDA PROGRAM.   

 
 



 

 

 

 

To: Downtown Development Authority Members 

From:  Neighborhoods & Economic Development Director Amber Clark 

Date: October 6, 2025 

Re: Consumers Energy 2026 Hamilton Road Gas Line Update 

Consumers Energy, a public utility company who provides gas and electric energy for most of 
Meridian Township will conduct a gas line update in 2026 on Hamilton Road. This project has been 
slated for the Downtown District area for some time, with the pending Village of Okemos project 
being planned for the same area. Consumers Energy gas team held off moving the project forward 
when discussions about the Village of Okemos site were underway. Now with a lull in development, 
Consumers Energy wants to complete the planned update in 2026. 

At this time Township staff have been presented with a general overview of the update. Hamilton 
Road from Grand River Ave, through the Okemos Road intersection, and ending at the Marsh Road 
roundabout. 

In previous years our streetlights have been found to be on top of gas mains owned by Consumers 
Energy. There is a chance that additional DDA streetlights are over the CE facilities and we may 
need to pay to have them removed.  

Project Details: Gas line update and restoration  

Timeline: Start Spring 2026 – Finish Fall 2026 

Consumers Energy is asking for comments from the Township by October 10th  

Staff is seeking questions and comments from the DDA members regarding this project.  

 























Developer 
Name 

Development 
Project Name

Review 
Category 

Project 
Location Project Type Unit #

Assigned: 
Department/C

ommission
Project Description 

Meridian Retail 
Management II 

LLC

Starbucks 
Coffee New Business 2731 Grand 

River Ave
New 

Construction 1 Building Dept. Construction of a new Starbucks 
Coffee at 2731 Grand River Ave. 

Concrete 
Resource Ashley Furniture New Business

1982 W. 
Grand 

River Ave
Redevelopment 1 Building Dept.

Ashley Furniture interior suite 
remodel in what previously was 
home to Younkers in Meridian Mall. 

Nicole Taylor Nicki Lamaj 
Wellness New Business

2985 Mt. 
Hope Suite 

109

New 
Establishment 1 Building Dept. New wellness center in the 

Hagadorn/Mt. Hope Suites.

Dominique 
MacPhail

Dr. MacPhail 
Signature 

Smiles
New Operator

3985 
Okemos 

Road

New Business 
Operator/Name 

Change
1 Building Dept.

Dr. MacPhail will take over the 
dentist office previously operated by 
Dr. Tenaglia. Ribbon Cutting 
information to come soon. 

Mac Austin 
Carpenter

M.A.C Legends 
Indoor Golf 

Business 
Relocating 

1982 W 
Grand 

River Suite 
510

Business 
relocation 1 Building Dept. M.A.C Legends moving into a larger 

suite within Meridian Mall. 

 New & Relocating 



Developer 
Name 

Development 
Project Name 

Review 
Category 

Project 
Location Project Type Unit #

Assigned: 
Department/C

ommission
Project Description 

Bennett Road 
Holding, LLC

Silverleaf 
(Phase I)

Under 
Construction 

West Bennett 
Road 

Single Family 
Homes 25 of 150 Building Dept. First phase of 150 single family home 

development. 

Newman 
Equities II , 

LLC
Grand Reserve Under 

Construction
1580 Woodland 
Way Okemos

Mixed Housing -
Middle Housing 115 Building Dept.

Continued construction of approved 75 
single family homes and 75 duplexes for 
rent off of Central Park, Powell Road. 
Duplexes to open May -June 2025

DTN Property 
Management Newton Pointe Under 

Construction 
626 Newton 

Road 

New 
Commercial 

Development
1 Building Dept.

Planting of landscaping to separate the 
single family home section of this 
project. Start of single family unit 
construction.  

Delta Dental 
of Michigan Delta Dental Under 

Construction 
4100 Okemos 

Road

Existing 
Commercial 

Interior 
Renovation

1 Building Dept. 

Interior remodeling of phase 1 north 
building underway. May receive 
temporary certificate of occupancy by 
end of May. Phase II of interior remodel 
to begin in June with a Fall possible 
completion. 

Okemos 
Coffee Shop

Okemos Coffee 
Shop

Under 
Construction 

1732 Hamilton 
Road Redevelopment 1 Building Dept.

Redevelopment of original Midwest 
Power location into the Okemos Coffee 
House. 

Haslett New 
Beginnings 

OBGYN

Haslett New 
Beginnings 

OBGYN

Under 
Construction

1650 Haslett 
Road

Interior 
Expansion 1 Building Dept. Remodel of Haslett New Beginnings 

OBGYN office. 

Under Construction 



Developer 
Name 

Development 
Project Name Review Category Project 

Location Project Type Unit #
Assigned: 

Department/Comm
ission

Project Description 

Jim Giguere Hulett Estates PUD Plan 
Resubmittal 

North of 
Robbins  Way - 
East  of Hulett 
Rd Okemos MI

Single Family 
Homes 7 Planning- Approved

Renovation of 1 single family home 
and the addition of 6 new single 
family homes off Hulett and Jolly 
Road.

SP Holding 
Company, 

LLC

Haslett Village 
Square 2.0 Under Plan Review 

1655-1621 
Haslett Road 

Haslett MI

MUPUD 
Commercial + 

Residential 
189

Planning Dept. 
Building Dept. 
Engineering. 

Economic 
Development

Plans received for the 
redevelopment  the remaining 19 
acres at Haslett and Marsh road. 
Rehab an existing 9,000 sq. ft. 
commercial building, build a new 
14,000 sq. ft. commercial building 
and construct multifamily housing 
and townhomes for sale.

N/A Panda Express Under Plan Review 4990 Marsh 
Road

New 
Commercial 

Development
1 Building Dept. 

Engineering Dept.

Application approved for a Panda 
Express development. The 
demolition of the Wheat Jeweler's 
store and removal of the building 
foot print to construct a new sole 
Panda express on Marsh road. 

Vamo Group/ 
Austin 

Hamilton 

1486 Haslett 
Road 

Development
New Applications 1486 Haslett 

Road

New 
Commercial 

Development
1 Building Dept. 

Plans received to renovate the 
established lumber yard building at 
1486 Haslett road into a commercial 
suite and residential suite for rent. 
Commercial first floor with 
residential second floor is a 
conditional use by right. 

Mister Car 
Wash

Mister Car 
Wash Under Plan Review 4880 Marsh 

Road

New 
Commercial 

Development
1 Building Dept. 

Engineering Dept.

Proposed Car Wash at 4880 Marsh 
Road. Plans approved to demolish 
the existing Outback Steakhouse 
building and construct a new car 
wash.

Under Plan Review



N/A Altu's Ethiopian 
Cuisine Under Plan Review 4738 Central 

Park Drive 

New 
Commercial 

Development
1 Building Dept.

Interior remodel for new restaurant 
space. Second location of Altu's in 
the greater Lansing region.

St. Martha's 
Parish & 
School

St. Martha's 
Parish & School 

Building 
Expansions

Under SUP Review 1110 W Grand 
River Ave

New 
Development 2 Planning 

Commission 

Additional building developments at 
St. Martha's Parish & School. 
Development over 25,000 sq. ft. 

Fedewa 
Holdings

Dobie Road 
Fedewa Project Under SUP Review 4601 Dobie 

Road
New 

Development 32 Planning 
Commission 

 The construction of a multiple-
family development, consisting of 32 
townhome units.
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