CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN

TOWNSHIP BOARD REGULAR MEETING - APPROVED -
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864-1198

853-4000, Town Hall Room

THURSDAY, November 5, 2009 6:00 P.M.

PRESENT: Supervisor McGillicuddy, Clerk Helmbrecht, Treasurer Brixie, Trustees Dreyfus,
LeGoff, Ochberg, Veenstra

ABSENT: None

STAFF: Township Manager Gerald Richards, Director of Community Planning & Development
Mark Kieselbach, Director of Engineering & Public Works Ray Severy, Police Chief
Dave Hall, EMS/Fire Chief Fred Cowper, Assistant Manager/ Human Resources
Director Paul Brake

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER
Supervisor McGillicuddy called the meeting to order at 6:01 P.M.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INTRODUCTIONS
Supervisor McGillicuddy led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. ROLL CALL
The secretary called the roll of the Board.

4. PUBLIC REMARKS
Supervisor McGillicuddy opened Public Remarks.

Leonard Provencher, 5824 Buena Parkway, Haslett, expressed appreciation to Supervisor
McGillicuddy and Director Severy for their attendance at Tri-County Regional Planning Commission’s
Non-Motorized Task Force meeting. He expressed opposition to the resolution of support for the
Okemos Road Boardwalk Enhancement Grant application.

Peggy Ostrom, 3663 Van Atta Road, Okemos, spoke in opposition to the location of the proposed
dog park in Legg Park and requested the Board work with the Park Commission to select an
alternative location. She submitted a photograph of Legg Park and urged retention of this ecosystem
in its current natural state.

Tonia Olson, Director of Government and Community Relations, Granger, 16980 Wood Road,
Lansing, spoke in support of House Bill 5334 and Senate Bill 725, legislation to lift the yard waste
landfill ban for facilities creating renewable energy.

Vance Kincaid, 4530 Nakoma Drive, Okemos, expressed opposition to the application for the
Okemos Road Boardwalk Enhancement Grant.

Ann Wood, 3921 Van Atta Road, read from a prepared statement expressing concerns over park
stewardship and in opposition to the proposed dog park in Legg Park.

[Prepared statement in Official Minute Book].
Supervisor McGillicuddy closed Public Remarks.

5. REPORTS/BOARD COMMENT/NEW WORRIES
Supervisor McGillicuddy expressed appreciation for the detailed brochure on sign ordinance
information contained in the board packet. She announced her attendance last week at CATA’s
Rapid Transit Study Group for Grand River Avenue, Lansing Economic Area Partnership’s (LEAP)
monthly meeting, Tri-County Regional Planning Commission’s Non-Motorized Task Force meeting
and Meridian Asset Resource Center’s (MARC) Entrepreneurial Awards at the Historical Village.
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Trustee LeGoff announced her visit to view the new ambulance decontamination system on October
28, 20009.

Trustee Ochberg indicated her completion of the Meridian Area Business Directory (available as an
Excel file) which lists all businesses in the white pages of AT&T’s August, 2009 telephone book.
She urged interested people to contact her at 349-7414 or e-mail her at nlv33 @comcast.net.

A. Election Report
Clerk Helmbrecht noted Meridian Township experienced an 18% voter turnout. She indicated
the Township CATA millage for the Redi-Ride Service passed by 56%. Clerk Helmbrecht
indicated Okemos Public Schools had a contested School Board race, while the Okemos millage
passed by 80%.

Trustee Dreyfus attended the Legg Park Users Group meeting and suggested the Board work with the
Park Commission and engage in dialogue to look at the issue of a dog park in Legg Park from a
broader perspective.

Trustee Veenstra attended the October 28" Tri-County Regional Planning Commission meeting
where a presentation was made on CATA’s Clean Commute program. He spoke to the ongoing
controversy at Tri-County meetings over whether or not the Eaton Country Road Commission should
carry out current plans to extend Michigan Avenue approximately one mile from Canal to Creyts
Road. Trustee Veenstra stated the homes which back up to that land are opposed to the road
extension.

6. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Trustee Ochberg moved to approve the agenda amended as follows:
e Move Agenda Item #7E to Agenda Item #10 C

Seconded by Treasurer Brixie.
VOICE VOTE: Motion carried unanimously.

Trustee Veenstra requested:
¢ Agenda Item #71 be moved to Agenda Item #10D

Seconded by Trustee Dreyfus.
Without objection, Supervisor McGillicuddy agreed to Trustee Veenstra’s request.
7. CONSENT AGENDA

Supervisor McGillicuddy reviewed the consent agenda.
Treasurer Brixie moved to adopt the Consent Agenda. Seconded by Clerk Helmbrecht.

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Dreyfus, LeGoff, Ochberg, Veenstra, Supervisor
McGillicuddy, Clerk Helmbrecht, Treasurer Brixie
NAYS: None
Motion carried unanimously.

The adopted Consent Agenda items are as follows:

A. Communications
Treasurer Brixie moved that the communications be received and placed on file, and any
communications not already assigned for disposition be referred to the Township Manager
or Supervisor for follow-up. Seconded by Clerk Helmbrecht.

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Dreyfus, LeGoff, Ochberg, Veenstra, Supervisor
McGillicuddy, Clerk Helmbrecht, Treasurer Brixie
NAYS: None
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Motion carried unanimously.
B. Minutes
Treasurer Brixie to approve and ratify the minutes of the October 6, 2009 Regular Meeting
as submitted/amended. Seconded by Clerk Helmbrecht.

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Dreyfus, LeGoff, Ochberg, Veenstra, Supervisor
McGillicuddy, Clerk Helmbrecht, Treasurer Brixie
NAYS: None
Motion carried unanimously.

Treasurer Brixie moved to approve and ratify the minutes of the October 20, 2009 Regular
Meeting as submitted/amended. Seconded by Clerk Helmbrecht.

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Dreyfus, LeGoff, Ochberg, Veenstra, Supervisor
McGillicuddy, Clerk Helmbrecht, Treasurer Brixie
NAYS: None
Motion carried unanimously.

C. Bills
Treasurer Brixie moved that the Township Board approve the Manager’s Bills as follows:
Common Cash $ 597,652.82
Public Works $ 80,805.55
Flexible Spending Account
- Check #1016 Meritain $ 1,081.35
Total Checks $ 679,539.72
Credit Card Transactions $ 3,294.75
Total Purchases $ 682.834.47
ACH Payments $ 536,810.84

Seconded by Clerk Helmbrecht.

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Dreyfus, LeGoff, Ochberg, Veenstra, Supervisor
McGillicuddy, Clerk Helmbrecht, Treasurer Brixie
NAYS: None
Motion carried unanimously.

[Bill list in Official Minute Book]

D. Assessing Stipulations
Treasurer Brixie moved that the Township Assessor be authorized to sign a stipulation
with Richard Madle on the following property:

YEAR DOCKET NO. ADDRESS OF PROPERTY
2008 0354711 1373 Sebewaing, Okemos, M1 48864
2009
Assessment 2008 AV/TV $140,000/140,000

2008 $130,000/130,000
Proposed Assessment 2008 AV/TV $120,000/120,000

2009 $117,500/117,500
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Seconded by Clerk Helmbrecht.

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Dreyfus, LeGoff, Ochberg, Veenstra, Supervisor
McGillicuddy, Clerk Helmbrecht, Treasurer Brixie
NAYS: None
Motion carried unanimously.

Treasurer Brixie moved that the Township Assessor be authorized to sign a stipulation
with Mark and Christena Sinila on the following property:

YEAR DOCKET NO. ADDRESS OF PROPERTY
2008 0355058 1391 Silverwood, Okemos, MI 48864
2009
Assessment 2008 AV/TV $157,500/157,500

2008 $153,400/153,400
Proposed Assessment 2008 AV/TV $150,600/150,600

2009 $136,800/136,800

Seconded by Clerk Helmbrecht.

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Dreyfus, LeGoff, Ochberg, Veenstra, Supervisor
McGillicuddy, Clerk Helmbrecht, Treasurer Brixie
NAYS: None
Motion carried unanimously.

F. Appointment to the Environmental Commission
Treasurer Brixie moved that Lise Schools be appointed to fill a vacancy on the
Environmental Commission for the remainder of a three year term ending December 31,
2011. Seconded by Clerk Helmbrecht.

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Dreyfus, LeGoff, Ochberg, Veenstra, Supervisor
McGillicuddy, Clerk Helmbrecht, Treasurer Brixie
NAYS: None
Motion carried unanimously.

G. Support for Legislation to Lift Yard Waste Landfill Ban for Facilities Creating Renewable Energy
Treasurer Brixie moved that Meridian Township official be authorized to write letters of
support and advocate for passage of proposed legislation currently before the Michigan
House and Senate that would lift the yard waste ban for facilities create renewable energy.
Seconded by Clerk Helmbrecht.

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Dreyfus, LeGoff, Ochberg, Veenstra, Supervisor
McGillicuddy, Clerk Helmbrecht, Treasurer Brixie
NAYS: None
Motion carried unanimously.
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H.

Additions to 2009 Tax Roll

Treasurer Brixie moved to assess the charges identified in the staff memorandum with
parcel identification available in the Treasurer’s office dated October 30, 2009 for
delinquent special assessments, utility bills, nuisance, lot mowing and false alarms as a tax
lien against the subject properties as authorized by Michigan Compiled Laws (MCL)
41.728 and Meridian Township Ordinance Code Sections 58-32, 78-98, 78-155, 46-5, 82-27
and 18-1. Seconded by Clerk Helmbrecht.

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Dreyfus, LeGoff, Ochberg, Veenstra, Supervisor

McGillicuddy, Clerk Helmbrecht, Treasurer Brixie
NAYS: None
Motion carried unanimously.

8. QUESTIONS FOR THE ATTORNEY (None)

9. HEARINGS (None)
10. ACTION ITEMS/ENDS

Supervisor McGillicuddy opened and closed public comment.

A.

B.

Zoning Amendment #09060 (Township Board), an amendment to permit outdoor cafes by right in
the C-1, C-2, and C-3 (Commercial) Districts, Final Adoption

Trustee Ochberg moved [and read into the record] NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
THE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN hereby
FINALLY ADOPTS Ordinance No. 2009-10, entitled ‘“Ordinance Amending the Code of
the Charter Township of Meridian, Michigan, Chapter 86, Article IV, Division 3, Section
86-402, Section 86-403, and Section 86-404 amending Section 86-402(10), Section 86-
403(c)(6), and Section 86-404(c)(10); and deleting Section 86-403(d)(2) and Section 86-
404(d)(4).”

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Clerk of the Charter Township of Meridian is directed
to publish the Ordinance in the form in which it is finally adopted at least once prior to the
next regular meeting of the Township Board. Seconded by Treasurer Brixie.

Board members discussed the following:

e Outdoor eating areas for all types of restaurants can be handled at the staff level

e Change to ordinance is more permissive than current language

e QOutdoor eating areas add to the thriving economic community and quality of life in the
Township

e Extra attention in the language will prevent drive-through customers from endangering the
customers eating outdoors through proper planning supervised by staff

e All requests for outdoor eating areas will be subject to site plan review

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Dreyfus, LeGoff, Ochberg, Veenstra, Supervisor

McGillicuddy, Clerk Helmbrecht, Treasurer Brixie
NAYS: None
Motion carried unanimously.

Zoning Amendment #09050 (Township Board), an amendment to permit medical offices by right in
the RP (Research Park) Zoning Districts, Final Adoption

Treasurer Brixie moved [and read into the record] NOW THEREFORE BE IT
RESOLVED THE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF
MERIDIAN hereby FINALLY ADOPTS Ordinance No. 2009-09, entitled ‘“Ordinance
Amending the Code of the Charter Township of Meridian, Michigan, Chapter 86, Article
IV, Division 4, Section 86-434 by amending Section 86-434(b)(5), adding Section 86-
434(b)(7), adding Section 86-434(b)(8); and deleting Section 86-434(c)(1).”
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Clerk of the Charter Township of Meridian is directed
to publish the Ordinance in the form in which it is finally adopted at least once prior to the
next regular meeting of the Township Board. Seconded by Clerk Helmbrecht.

Board members discussed the following:

e Concern with list of secondary services permitted

e Secondary services are a separate matter from why this zoning amendment change was
brought to the Board

® Suggestion that secondary services language be placed on the Board’s list of future items to
be discussed

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Dreyfus, LeGoff, Ochberg, Veenstra, Supervisor
McGillicuddy, Clerk Helmbrecht, Treasurer Brixie
NAYS: None
Motion carried unanimously.

C. Appointment of Assistant EMS/Fire Chief
Clerk Helmbrecht moved to ratify the promotion of David Harper to the rank of Assistant
EMS/Fire Chief. Seconded by Supervisor McGillicuddy.

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Dreyfus, LeGoff, Ochberg, Veenstra, Supervisor
McGillicuddy, Clerk Helmbrecht, Treasurer Brixie
NAYS: None
Motion carried unanimously.

D. Resolution of Support for Okemos Road Boardwalk Enhancement Grant Application
Treasurer Brixie moved to approve the attached Resolution of Support for application for
a Transportation Enhancement Grant of $299,000 and for construction of a pedestrian
boardwalk along the east side of Okemos Road across the wetland south of Gaylord C.
Smith Court. Seconded by Supervisor McGillicuddy.

Board members and staff discussed the following:

e Establishment of a pathway connection for those living in Banyon Park, Bear Lake and
Sapphire Lakes to walk to Meridian Mall
Importance of addressing primary roads
Support for the concept of boardwalk in this area due to the extensive wetlands and
floodplain

e Possible use of pathway from the Meridian Service Center parking lot to the park on the

north side of Central Park

Other pathways should receive higher priority

Section of pathway between Central Park and Gaylord C. Smith Court is the last section on

the east side of Okemos Road from Jolly Road to Lake Lansing Road

Township match would come from 2011 monies if the grant was received

Request from the public to delay this project

Project has been in existence for 20 years

Concern with additional expense of Township match if grant is approved

Suggestion for boardwalk to be constructed using recycled plastic

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Dreyfus, Ochberg, Veenstra, Supervisor McGillicuddy,

Clerk Helmbrecht, Treasurer Brixie
NAYS: Trustee LeGoff
Motion carried 6-1.

11. DISCUSSION ITEMS/ENDS
Supervisor McGillicuddy opened and closed public comment.
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A. Phosphorous Fertilizer Ordinance
By unanimous consent, the Township Board delayed discussion on this ordinance until a
future meeting.

B. Business Logos on Designated Carryout Parking Space Signs
Director Kieselbach summarized the subject matter as a result of a Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA)
decision to deny a request by a business owner to display the business logo on carry-out parking
space signs as the request is not allowed by right in the ordinance.

Board members discussed the following:

e Zoning amendment would eliminate the prohibition

® Need for language to be referred to the Planning Commission
e Businesses currently using logos on parking space signs

® Logo should be limited to 10%

It was the consensus of the Board for staff to proceed with drafting an ordinance amendment
for Planning Commission review and recommendation.

Supervisor McGillicuddy recessed the meeting at 6:54 P.M.
Supervisor McGillicuddy reconvened the meeting at 7:03 P.M.

12. PUBLIC REMARKS
Supervisor McGillicuddy opened and closed Public Remarks.

A. Intergovernmental Meeting

Supervisor McGillicuddy opened the Intergovernmental Meeting and introduced the following
guests:

City of East Lansing
Vic Loomis, Mayor
Kevin Beard, City Councilmember

Ingham County
Bill Conklin, Managing Director, Ingham County Road Commission (ICRC)

Tom Mitchell, Ingham County Road Commissioner

Tri-County Regional Planning Commission
John Coleman, Executive Director

Bath Township
Tom Schneider, Supervisor

Jeff Garrity, Treasurer
Rick Curtis, Trustee

Williamstown Township
Mickey Martin, Supervisor
Janet Eyster, Treasurer

Deborah Guthrie, Station Manager and Cable Coordinator, HOM-TV, spoke to the regional effort
for a community media channel which would interconnect neighboring communities’ public access
channel together in order to view the channel as a region. She stated this would enable viewers to
keep abreast of regional information and programs. Ms. Guthrie indicated the grant money has
afforded the opportunity for the Comcast system and for the purchase of the playback system
equipment. She noted the playback system provides HOM-TV with the ability to playback on the
AT & T system as well as Comcast. Ms. Guthrie indicated some of the current HOM-TV
programming will also be broadcast on the regional channel.
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Guests and Board members discussed the following areas of interest:

Meridian Township lawsuit against Comcast regarding PEG channels
e  Contributions from other communities who have Comcast to help defray legal costs
e All Comcast customers in Michigan have a stake in the lawsuit
Meridian Township currently has nine (9) PEG channels: HOM-TV, Haslett Public Schools,
Okemos Public Schools, East Lansing Public Schools, a public access channel out of
Southfield, MI; an LCC channel and three (3) Michigan State University channels
Interconnection for the public access channel as an important resource
Playback system will allow simulcast on the AT&T system
Ability for agencies such as Tri-County Regional Planning Commission to have “spots” on the
regional channel
Inquiry if Williamstown Township could air programs even though almost all residents are not
on either the Comcast or AT&T systems
All programs are currently available on demand through the Internet
Comcast and AT&T have a vested financial interest in removing PEG channels from their
lineup
Anticipated launch date for regional media channel is Summer/Fall of 2010
Need to recreate a public access studio to serve the public
Long term vision to have a community media center
Regional Media Center Board currently creating parameters for a regional media center which
should be brought forward at the end of 2009 or the beginning of 2010
Meridian Township’s cable budget is supported by franchise fees which come from the cable
companies
Cable companies profits continue to dramatically increase
Ingham County Road Commission update on speed study for Jolly Road and Okemos Road
Michigan statute requires submission to the State Police in order to complete the study
After study of the data by the State Police, a public stakeholders meeting of Meridian
Township, Alaiedon Township, ICRC, Okemos Public Schools and Michigan State Police
personnel takes place
Preliminary data indicates 85% of drivers on Jolly Road are driving between 50-55 mph, which
is the data point focused on to set a speed limit
School Superintendent may request a school speed zone which can be turned off and on during
specific hours
Williamstown Township installation of a school speed zone for beginning and end of the school
day has decreased complaints regarding speeding by 90%
Appreciation for preliminary patching of Mt. Hope Road between Okemos and Hagadorn
Roads this year prior to major resurfacing in 2010
Dobie Road bridge near Hatch Road will be replaced next summer
State wide competitive grant system, administered by the Michigan Department of
Transportation, for federal local bridge funding has been requested for Van Atta Road, but may
take several years
Complete street strategy looked at on a case-by-case basis by the ICRC
Possible partnership next year between ICRC and Meridian Township to pave widened
shoulders on Dobie Road between Hatch and Hamilton Roads for bicycle use
Meridian Township road millage used for local road maintenance
Possible elimination of the County’s 2010 local road matching funds for Meridian Township
East Lansing projects at the regional level:
e Michigan/Grand River Avenue Transportation Study coordinated by Capital Area
e Transportation Authority (CATA) to blend transportation uses in Meridian Township, East
Lansing, Michigan State University, Charter Township of Lansing and the City of Lansing
e CATA to conduct stakeholder meetings in the various communities in the near future
e  Michigan Avenue Corridor Improvement Authority with members from the City of
Lansing, Charter Township of Lansing and City of East Lansing with establishment of
individual Corridor Development Authorities
e Possible future expansion to other authorities
e Special assessment for properties which front on Michigan Avenue
e Similar to a Development Authority with special assessments for operating expenses
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e (Can use TIF money and/or Brownfield Development Authority for development or
redevelopment
e  Williamstown Township:
¢ Submission of a competitive energy grant partnered with Locke, Leroy and Wheatfield
Townships to retrofit township buildings
e 100 watt LED lighting in the parking lot
e Construction of a CATA bus stop in the park
¢ Community meetings to work with residents to promote the importance of retrofitting
e Use of the township building as a “laboratory” for the public to observe
*  Working with Michigan Department of Transportation (MDQOT) through use of a grant to
place eight foot shoulders on Grand River from Meridian Road to Zimmer Road to
accommodate non-motorized traffic
Possible formulation of a seven (7) year budget
Passage of a wind energy ordinance
e Restrictions contained in the ordinance for more densely populated areas due to both a
site and noise factor
e Payback is approximately 30 years
e Composting toilet to be placed in Summit Cemetery next year to serve as a demonstration
e Bath Township
e Partnered with Dewitt Township for submission of a competitive energy grant
e (itizen inspired “Safe Routes to Schools” project for a non-motorized pathway program
from I-69 to Clark & Webster Roads
e Desire to connect non-motorized pathways with Meridian Township and East Lansing
e Large sewer project projected to begin next Spring through the Municipal Utility Authority
with City of DeWitt, DeWitt Township and Watertown Township
Creation of a redevelopment district of the old downtown area
Creation of a Farmer’s market
Receipt of grant for a barrier free playground at Weisswasser Park
Development and approval of a strategic plan for the future of Bath Township
Development of a new website to communicate with residents
Installation of fiber optics in the Township Hall
e Progressive timing of traffic signals for roads which traverse governmental entities to
accomplish smooth flowing traffic
Benefit of fuel efficiency
Climate change issue
Reduction in carbon emissions
Reduce driver frustration
Improve safety
e Recommended timing changes for county roads as a result of a completed signal optimization
study which included progression analysis along corridors
e Ingham County does not currently have hardware or technology for interconnection in order to
effectuate reliable progression and central control of the signals along corridors
e Possible search for future grant opportunities to purchase hardware
e Grand River Avenue is a state road and inquiry should be directed to MDOT regarding
progressive timing of traffic signals
e Annexation of Meridian Township land to East Lansing
e Concern with continued annexation of Township property to East Lansing
One point of view would be to combine entire region into one governmental jurisdiction
Townships provide numerous services and a sense of democracy
Annexation impedes regionalism by creating a feeling of cynicism
Annexation erodes and destroys confidence among local residents, particularly those on the
borderline of those affected properties
e Qutside developers are often involved in the process from a profit motive standpoint
e Meridian Township belief that Michigan statute regarding annexation is unconstitutional
e Multiple school closings in Meridian Township
* Alternative use of Wardcliff Elementary School, close to the East Lansing border, as an
Asian Cultural Center once the school is closed; funding is an issue
e (Collective community approach to reopen neighborhood schools for a productive use
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e Rumors that Wardcliff school children will be sent to East Lansing schools
e Belief that closing neighborhood schools decreases property values

e Importance of good neighbor relations between Meridian Township and East Lansing
e Shared East Lansing Meridian Water-Sewer Authority

e Northeast Ingham Emergency Services Authority (NIESA) ambulance service in Williamstown
Township
Reduction of sheriff’s road patrol by Ingham County in Williamstown Township
Williamstown Township collaboration with Meridian Township and surrounding areas for a
regional approach to public safety

e Appreciation for an opportunity to meet and share the views of the various municipalities

13. FINAL BOARD MEMBER COMMENT (None)
14. ADJOURNMENT
Supervisor McGillicuddy adjourned the meeting at 8:30 P.M.

SUSAN McGILLICUDDY MARY M. G. HELMBRECHT, CMC
TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR TOWNSHIP CLERK

Sandra K. Otto, Secretary
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