
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 
 
 

LAND PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD 
Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, January 12, 2011 
7:00 p.m.  Meeting Room – Meridian Service Center 

 
 
 
 
 Members Present: Tom Woiwode, Chair; Mary Helmbrecht, Vice-Chair; Members   

   Frank Hatfield, Mark Stephens, James Kielbaso, Dave Caszatt, Margo  
   Smith 
 
Members Absent: Steve Webster 
 
Staff:   Jane Greenway, Land Management Coordinator 
 
Public Present: Leslie Kuhn, Mid-Michigan Stewardship Initiative 
   Nick Sanchez, Americorp, Ingham County Parks 
   Bart Reiter 
 
1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Chairman Woiwode at 7:01  
    p.m. 
 
2. Approve Minutes: MOTION was made by Mark Stephens, seconded by James  
    Kielbaso to approve the minutes for the December 8, 2010 Land  
    Preservation Advisory Board as written. MOTION carried   
    unanimously. 
 
3. Public Remarks: None 
 
4. Welcome new member 
 Chair Woiwode welcomed new LPAB member, Margo Smith, and briefly described the 
 Land Preservation Program.  Ms. Smith introduced herself and described her professional 
 background. 
 
5. Leslie Kuhn and Nick Sanchez – Mid-Michigan Stewardship Initiative (MMSI) 
 a. Leslie Kuhn gave a PowerPoint presentation titled “Stewardship Successes and  
  Opportunities in Meridian Township”.  MMSI’s 2010 accomplishments in   
  Meridian Township Parks and Land Preserves, East Lansing Parks, and Ingham  
  County Parks include: 

• Sponsored 32 invasive species control work days 
• Pulled eight tons of garlic mustard  
• 2,632 volunteer hours spent on work days 
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• 320 volunteers participated in work days  
• Installed a kiosk at Lake Lansing North Park with information on 

restoration workdays, workshops, and upcoming projects 
• Treated 33 acres of phragmites in Lake Lansing watershed 
• Stewardship Plan, East Lansing Property (includes Invasive Species 

Assessment) 
• Invasive Species Assessment, Walnut Hills Property 

b. Leslie Kuhn highlighted some of the known problems with invasive species on 
Meridian Township’s land preserves: 
• Autumn Olive at the preserve on Towner Road (formerly known as 

Applegate) 
• Dame’s Rocket at the preserve on Haslett Road (formerly known as 

Winter Dunhams) 
• Phragmites at the Davis/Foster Preserve and at the preserve on Towner 

Road (formerly known as Applegate) 
• Garlic mustard in many of the land preserves 

c. Leslie Kuhn offered the services of MMSI to treat the phragmites in the preserves 
 d. Leslie Kuhn discussed the plant survey performed by Chris Reidy, State of  
  Michigan biologist.  Chris Reidy, Leslie Kuhn, and Steve Thomas will present a  
  poster highlighting the flora of the Lake Lansing North preserve at the   
  Stewardship Network Conference at the Kellogg Center, East Lansing, January  
  21, 2010.  Lake Lansing Park North contains a remarkable diversity of vascular  
  plant species and several intact natural communities. 
 e.  The FQI of Lake Lansing Park North indicates it is of significant statewide  
  importance to biodiversity, though this assessment aggregated data from different  
  community types. 

 
6. 7:35 p.m. Closed Session:   
 MOTION was made by James Kielbaso, seconded by Frank Hatfield, to enter into closed 
 session to discuss the possible purchase of real estate. 
 
 Roll Call Vote: YEAS:   Woiwode, Helmbrecht, Hatfield, Smith, Stephens,  
        Kielbaso, Caszatt 
    NAYS:  None 
 
 Motion carried. 
 
 9:00 p.m. Return to Open Session:  MOTION was made by Frank Hatfield, seconded by 
 Dave Caszatt, to end the closed session and return to open session and to take action as 
 recommended in closed session. 
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 Roll Call Vote: YEAS:  Woiwode, Helmbrecht, Hatfield, Smith, Stephens,   
       Kielbaso, Caszatt 
    NAYS:  None 
 
 Motion carried. 
 
7. Trails in Land Preserves – Plan February 9, 2011 LPAB Meeting 
 1. Vice-Chair Helmbrecht summarized proposed amendments to the Board Policy 

 Manual, discussed by Township Trustees at their January 11, 2011 meeting.   
 Suggestions from Trustees included the designation of “natural footpaths” on the 
 land preserves.  The official changes will be adopted at the January 18, 2011 
 Township Board meeting and the official language will be forwarded to the 
 LPAB. 

 2. Trails on land preserves will be discussed in greater detail at the February 9, 2011 
 LPAB meeting. 
 

8. Land Management Report and Updates, Jane Greenway, Land Management 
 Coordinator 
 1. The closing for the White Family Property on Newton Road/Saginaw Hwy. was  
  held on December 30, 2010.  Mr. Gil White had an environmental report   
  conducted because there were two old cars on the property.  There were no  
  contaminants found.  Results of the report were distributed to LPAB members. 
 2. The closing for the White Family Property in Whitehill Lakes Estates is scheduled 
  for January 20, 2011. 
 3. Property corner markers have been installed on the Red Cedar River East Preserve 
  (formerly referred to as the “Howe” property.)  
 4. Red Cedar Glen – LPAB member Hatfield and volunteer Layne Cameron, and  
  son Kyle Cameron, trimmed brush along the existing trail.  
 5. LPAB member Mike Thomas and Jane Greenway held a conference call   
  with Elise Hansen-Tripp,(Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr and Huber).  Ms. Tripp will  
  incorporate the LPAB’s comments in the stewardship plans and will return to  
  present the plans in March 2011. 
 6. Central Meridian Uplands Preserve (formerly referred to as Rysberg) – LPAB  
  member Mike Thomas and Jane visited the preserve, found evidence of vehicles  
  entering the preserve.  Jane will design a “cattle-gate” and metal bollard system to 
  prevent vehicles from entering the preserve. 
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9. Other 
 a. Mike Thomas’s term on the LPAB expired in December 2010.  Mr. Thomas was  
  appointed to the Environmental Commission. 
 b. LPAB member Caszatt announced that Buddies Restaurant in East Lansing will  
  be holding two fundraisers for the Snell-Towar Free Summar Recreation   
  Program.  The dates are January 23 and February 13, 2010.  A percentage of the  
  daily proceeds will support the summer program. 
 c. Proposed Ember Oaks flowage easement is still being reviewed.   
 
10. Adjournment    
 9:40 p.m.  Chairman Woiwode adjourned the meeting. 
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