
AGENDA 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 

MARCH 3, 2021 7 pm 
 

ZOOM MEETING: ID: 867 3903 8953 Password: 5151 
 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
 

2. GREEN THEME PRESENTATION:  The Capital Area Sustainability Partnership & Recycling Facility 
with Lori Welch, Sustainability Manager, City of Lansing 

 
3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 
4. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

 
5. PUBLIC REMARKS 

 
6. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Recognition of retiring Commissioners Susan Masten and Jim Kielbaso 
B. New Commissioner Applications 
C. Citizen’s Climate Commitment 
D. Other 

 
7. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Green Infrastructure Grants for Schools 
B. Tree City Update 
C. Other 

 
8. CHAIR’S REPORT 

 
9. STAFF REPORT 

 
10. Commission, Committee, Study Group and Trustee Reports (if applicable) 

A. Transportation Commission 
B. Planning Commission 
C. MI Township Association (MTA) or MI Municipal League (MML) 
D. Land Preservation Advisory Board 
E. Green Team 
F. Environmental Justice 
G. Energy Team 
H. Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 
I. Board of Trustees 

 
11. PUBLIC REMARKS 

 
12. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 
 
 

Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 



Environmental Commission Meeting Summary: 2/3/2021  (draft) 

 

Attending:  John Sarver, Jim Kielbaso, Luca Wisinski, Courtney Wisinski, Ned 
Jackson, Rose Vadnais, Bill McConnell, and Tom Frazier.  Staff:  Phil Deschaine, 
LeRoy Harvey, Stephen Gebes, Samantha , HOMTV  Guests: John Esser, Kelly 
Schalter, Kendra Grasseschi, and others. 

 

Green Theme: Kelly Schalter Michigan Recycling Coalition, presented 
“using social media for environmental change.” Ms. Schalter shared Other 
tips (related to the 6 on the left):  Make it funny, use video, and use posts 
with people, pets, and appealing pictures.  Make it timely -- google “social 
media calendar” for ideas. Tell people what to do, not just what not to do. 
People have an average of 8 seconds and most want a little info.  Others 
want more so provided layers, pics, and links.  Keep it local – with local 
people.  Make it easy with hashtags such as “#greenneighbors”?  Use 
available free resources such as “recycling raccoons” and CANVA (for 
graphics). Be fearless -- try new, weird things. Use analytics to see what’s 
working. The Recycle, MI campaign -- with a spreadsheet and graphics 
was offered as a potential format for the Green Neighbors Network. View 
Kelly’s presentation at 
https://meridianmi.new.swagit.com/videos/112518 

Minutes:  Correction: Kielbaso offered a correction that the Arbor Day Foundation sets the standards for Tree City USA.  

Live Streaming: McConnell asked where this meeting is being streamed.  Gebes answered Facebook and Youtube. 

Green Grants for Schools: Harvey shared four letters of interest that we’ve received for project at Haslett and Okemos 
schools including a rain garden, a nature trail and greenhouse repairs, butterfly-friendly plantings and invasive species 
removal, and an outdoor classroom. Granger has offered $1000 and other businesses (such as Delta Dental), Haslett 
Beautification, school foundations, and others might help. C. Wisinski and Kielbaso offered to join Sarver, Vadnais, and 
Harvey on the selection committee. Mini-proposals are invited by Mar 15. McConnell mentioned sharing scoring criteria. 
Deschaine also mentioned that the Board might support an additional tree planting effort in Haslett. Steve Cook, the 
Superintendent, and the Haslett Beautification Committee might have ideas.  

Tree Team:  Vadnais reports that there has been progress on a tree ordinance.  McConnell mentioned the multiple 
groups involved with managing trees (parks, planning, public works, etc.) 

Chair’s Report:  Sarver mentioned participating in the All Commission pow wow last month. He received high praise 
from the Township Board for the work of the E.C. McConnell mentioned being surprised that the Zoning Board of 
Appeals has been making decisions on variances in wetland setbacks. He’d like to learn more about this. C. Wisinski 
expressed an interest in involving the E.C. in more development projects involving wetlands.   

Staff Report: Harvey reserved his report for future agenda items.  He mention Susan Masten’s recent resignation due to 
other commitments.  A Resolution of Appreciation for Masten is suggested. Masten did offer to stay involved on an ad 
hoc basis.  Harvey suggested that we may wish to clarify a number of ways people can get involved in environmental 
initiatives as volunteers, advisors, green neighbors, etc. 

Environmental Justice:   C. Wisinski mentioned a recent opportunity to support improvements at Winslow Mobile Home 
Park. Vadnais mentioned a recent forum about the connection between the Black Lives Matter and the Env. Justice 
movement. A key point was encouraging people with privilege to work on larger systemic change.   























Draft 2-22-21 
My Citizen’s Climate Commitment 
 
On June 16, 2020 the Meridian Township Board adopted a Climate Emergency Resolution.   The 
resolution stated that on October 8, 2018, the United Nations released a special report that projected that 
limiting warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius this century will require an unprecedented transformation of 
every sector of the global economy over the next 12 years.  It also mentioned that the U.S. Fourth 
National Climate Assessment detailed the massive threat that climate change poses to the American 
economy and underscored the need for emergency climate action at all levels of government.  The 
resolution makes it a priority to implement the township operations and community initiatives outlined in 
the township’s Climate Sustainability Plan.  
 
To address the Climate Emergency we have to reduce our use of fossil fuels.  The electric grid is making 
the transition from fossil fuels to renewable energy.  Consumers Energy has a goal to achieve net 
zero carbon emissions by 2040.   DTE Energy has said it will work to achieve net zero carbon 
emissions by 2050.  Since the electric grid will continue to increase its use of renewable energy, 
many have proposed “electrifying everything” to decrease our use of natural gas and gasoline.  
Energy efficiency also has a very large role to play in reducing carbon emissions.  
 
We can’t wait until 2030 to start eliminating our use of fossil fuels.  Many of the decisions we make today 
including purchasing vehicles and home appliances and equipment will still be having an impact for 10, 
15 or 20 years from now.  It makes sense to switch from gas to electric appliances and heating equipment 
when a replacement is needed, but frequently when equipment fails there is no time to research 
alternatives.  When you’re ready to buy a new vehicle, it makes sense to look at the variety of electric 
vehicles that are now available.  The Citizen’s Climate Commitment asks Meridian Township residents to 
consider electric alternatives and plan ahead for their future purchases.  Citizens are asked to consider 
replacing the following fossil fuel equipment with electric equipment.  Click on the links for additional 
information. 
 
Gasoline vehicles to electric vehicles 
Gas stoves to electric ovens with induction stove tops 
Gas hot water heaters to heat pump water heaters or electric on-demand water heaters 
Gas furnaces to air source or geothermal heat pumps 
Gas clothes dryers to electric dryers 
Gasoline yard equipment to electric models 
 
Citizen’s Climate Commitment 
 
Recognizing that climate change is an emergency, I make a Citizen’s Climate Commitment that I will 
make energy efficiency a personal priority and when I replace my vehicle, furnace, hot water heater, 
stove, yard equipment, or clothes dryer, or if I build a new home, I will consider electric alternatives to 
help my community become carbon free by 2030. 
 

    
Name       
 
I have considered my options and commit to making a future purchase of an electric: 
 
___vehicle    ___oven   ___hot water heater   ___space heating system   ___clothes dryer    
___lawn mower   ___snow blower   ___leaf blower   ___chain saw  ___weed trimmer  ___outdoor grill 



Gasoline Vehicles to Electric Vehicles 
 
Choosing an electric vehicle over a gasoline vehicle has many advantages. No matter where you 
plug in across the country, electric vehicles are cheaper to fuel than their gasoline-powered 
counterparts. Every electricity provider in the 50 largest US cities offers a rate plan that makes 
filling up on electricity cheaper than gasoline, adding up to a median yearly savings of over 
$770.   
 
Electric vehicles can also save you on maintenance costs. Battery EVs have no gasoline engine, 
they do not need oil changes, spark plugs, or timing belts, and unlike gasoline motors, electric 
motors required no routine maintenance. These reduced maintenance costs can save an EV 
owner over $1,500 over the life of the vehicle, compared to a gasoline-powered vehicle.  
 
An electric engine generates instant torque, which means that electric vehicles zoom off starting 
lines and provide smooth, responsive acceleration and deceleration. Electric vehicles also have a 
low center of gravity, which improves handling, responsiveness, and ride comfort and they are 
quiet. 
 
EVs produce less global warming pollution. The average EV in the US today produces the 
emissions equivalent of a gasoline car that gets 73 miles per gallon. The emissions performance 
of EVs is set to only improve as wind and solar power displace coal-fired electricity generation. 
Many EV owners are also choosing to pair their EV with rooftop solar panels and home energy 
storage units. When powered exclusively by renewable energy, an EV can operate nearly 
emissions free. 
 
Additional information 
 
U.S. Department of Energy web site on fuel economy 
https://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/evtech.shtml 
 
Electric Vehicles: Car and Driver Buying Guide 
https://www.caranddriver.com/ev/  
 
Gas Stoves to Electric Ovens with Induction Stove Tops 
 
Electric stoves are comparable in price to gas stoves, while electric ovens with induction stove 
tops are more expensive but also more efficient. With induction, the pan is heated directly – 
rather than the burner first and then the pan. This greatly reduces the risk of burns. It also makes 
for a faster, more efficient way of cooking. Since induction is based on electromagnetism, pots 
and pans must be magnetic. If a magnet sticks to it, it’s induction-ready.  
 
Although cooking food on any stove produces particulate pollutants, burning gas produces 
nitrogen dioxide, or NO2. Brief exposures to air with high concentrations of NO2 can lead to 
coughing and wheezing for people with asthma or other respiratory issues, and prolonged 
exposure to the gas can contribute to the development of those conditions, according to the EPA. 
Homes with gas stoves can contain 50 to 400 percent higher concentrations of NO2 than homes 



with electric stoves, often resulting in levels of indoor air pollution that would be illegal 
outdoors, according to a recent report by the Rocky Mountain Institute. 
 
Additional resources 
 
Good Housekeeping article on pros and cons of induction cooking 
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/appliances/electric-range-reviews/a28435170/induction-
stove-cooktop-pros-cons/ 
 
Gas Hot Water Heaters to  
Heat Pump Water Heaters or Electric On-demand Water Heaters 
 
A “heat pump” is a device that moves heat from one place to another. A heat pump water heater 
(HPWH) moves heat from the surrounding space into the hot water tank. Most heat pumps 
operate as “hybrid” devices – i.e. they use the heat pump whenever possible, but built-in controls 
switch to conventional resistance heating when there are large hot water needs.  A HPWH is an 
energy efficient water heating option (Energy Factor ratings of greater than 2.0).  
 
As their name implies, tankless, or on-demand water heaters, don't store water in a tank. Instead 
they heat water as it passes through the unit, using a heat exchanger to rapidly bring it up to 
temperature. Heating water only when you need it eliminates the standby energy losses you get 
with a storage tank.  Compared to gas tankless units, electric tankless units tend to be smaller and 
more limited in terms of flow. 
 
Additional resources 

Michigan Saves provides financing for contractors  
https://michigansaves.org/find-a-contractor/  
 
Consumers Energy has rebates for heat pump water heaters 
https://www.consumersenergy.com/residential/save-money-and-energy/rebates 
 
EPA has information on heat pump water heaters 
https://www.energystar.gov/products/water heaters/heat pump water heaters  
 
EPA has information on on-demand water heaters 
https://www.energy.gov/energysaver/heat-and-cool/water-heating/tankless-or-demand-type-
water-heaters  
 
Consumers Reports has an article on tankless water heaters 
https://www.consumerreports.org/water-heaters/tankless-water-heaters-vs-storage-tank-water-
heaters/ 
 
Gas Furnaces to Air Source or Geothermal Heat Pumps 
 



Heat pumps, air source or geothermal, can provide both heating and cooling for a home. Heat 
pumps work by transferring heat rather than burning fossil fuels to create heat. This makes them 
more efficient. A heat pump system is an all-in-one system that works as an air conditioner in the 
summer, and works in reverse to heat the home in the winter. To heat the home, it transfers heat 
from outside to inside while to cool, it transfers heat from inside your home to outside.  
 
Air source heat pumps absorb heat from the outside air to heat your home. They can still 
extract heat when air temperatures are as low as -15°C. Geothermal heat pumps exchange heat 
with the earth instead of the outdoor air using loops to get heat from the ground or ground water.  
Geothermal heat pump systems are more energy efficient operating at between 300 to 600 
percent efficiency even in the coldest weather. Air-source heat pumps reach 175 to 300 percent 
efficiency. The price for an air source heat pump is similar to the price of a high efficiency gas 
furnace, but a geothermal heat pump is much more expensive. 
 
Additional resources 
 
Michigan Saves provides financing for heat pump systems and has lists of Geothermal 
contractors and HVAC contractors. https://michigansaves.org/find-a-contractor/  
 
Consumers Energy has rebates for air source and geothermal heat pumps 
https://www.consumersenergy.com/residential/save-money-and-energy/rebates 
 
Federal tax credits for geothermal heat pumps 
Residential – https://programs.dsireusa.org/system/program/detail/1235/residential-renewable-
energy-tax-credit  
Commercial - https://programs.dsireusa.org/system/program/detail/658/business-energy-
investment-tax-credit-itc  
 
EPA has information on choosing and installing a geothermal heat pump 
https://www.energy.gov/energysaver/choosing-and-installing-geothermal-heat-pumps  
 
EPA has information on air source heat pumps 
https://www.energy.gov/energysaver/heat-and-cool/heat-pump-systems/air-source-heat-pumps 
 
Gas Clothes Dryers to Electric Dryers 
 
A gas clothes dryer typically costs $100 more than a comparable electric model, but the gas 
clothes dryer may be less expensive to operate depending on natural gas and electric prices in the 
area. ENERGY STAR certified dryers use about 20% less energy than conventional models 
without sacrificing features or performance.  ENERGY STAR models use innovative energy 
saving technologies, such as moisture sensors that detect when clothes are dry and automatically 
shut the dryer off. 
 
Additional resources 
 
Bob Vila – “Choosing a New Appliance: Gas vs. Electric Dryers” 



https://www.bobvila.com/articles/gas-vs-electric-dryers/  
 
EPA has information on dryers 
https://www.energystar.gov/products/appliances/clothes_dryers  
 
Gasoline Yard Equipment to Electric Models 
 
There are a number of opportunities to switch from gasoline yard equipment to electric models 
including lawn mowers, snow blowers, leaf blowers, weed trimmers, outdoor grills, and chain 
saws.  Lawn mowers and snow blowers provide significant opportunities to reduce our use of 
fossil fuels.   
 
Gas mowers emit hydrocarbon gases into the air, so you can reduce your carbon footprint by 
opting for a corded or battery-operated electric mower. Gas-powered mowers make more noise, 
around 95 decibels, while electric mowers produce between 65 to 75 decibels.  Gas mowers 
require regular maintenance and are pricier.  Corded electric mowers are the least expensive 
because they don’t feature a gas engine or batteries. Battery-operated mowers run in between.  
Electric mowers cost less to operate, $11 to $22 per year in electricity, while gas mowers cost 
$20 to $35 per year.  
 
While electric motors are not as powerful as gas engines, an electric snow blower is lighter and is 
usually more compact than a gas machine. This makes them easier to transport and store. Electric 
snow blowers aren’t as noisy as their gas counterparts and require very little maintenance. You 
don’t need to mix gas and oil or pull on a recoil starter every time you want to use the snow 
blower. An electric snow blower starts instantly, with the touch of a button.  A corded electric 
snow blower will restrict your movement, but is the cheapest of all your options. You can always 
opt for a battery-powered snow blower which will cost more.  
 
Additional information: 
 
Bob Vila article “What’s the Difference? Gas vs. Electric Lawn Mowers” 
https://www.bobvila.com/articles/gas-vs-electric-lawn-mowers/ 
 
Gas vs Electric Snowblowers – Which is the Best Choice for Me? 
https://ownthewinter.com/gas-vs-electric-snowblowers/  







February 15, 2021 

Dear Meridian Township Trustees and Commissioners: 

I am a Clinical Social Worker with 25 years of experience providing counseling, consultation, and 

advocacy services to a diverse clientele. I am a strong advocate for social and environmental justice. 

My skills can continue to be an asset to the Environmental Commission in a more formal way. 

In my work and in my personal life, I problem solve issues of racism, inequity, inequality, poverty, 

homophobia, xenophobia, and various disabilities. I have worked with the very poor to those of 

privilege. I grew up poor, experienced adversity, and have used that experience to help others. I have 

an invisible disability, which better informs my work, especially as issues related to the environment 

effect my disability. Additionally I am a licensed foster parent, thus understand how disadvantage and 

trauma and effects our community in unseen ways. My vast experience is a benefit to the 

community, especially in addressing goals of diversity, equality, and inclusion.   

As a Meridian township resident, I have been actively involved with problem solving environmental 

issues.  Particularly wetland advocacy, education, and protection. This work is evident by… 

 “Protecting our Wetlands” presentation to the Environmental Commission on 11/4/20 

 Integral in making others aware that over 25% of the township is wetlands 

 Researching and educating others on local, state and federal wetland regulations 

 Problem solving issues in regard to the wetlands 

 Conceptualized and helped author the wetland brochure 

 Helping to identify communication and responsibility gaps between township commissions 

regarding the wetlands 

 Founding member of the Green Neighbor Network and gave an introductory kickoff speech  

 Referred to as “Wetland Expert” by Trustee Wisisnski at the February 2021 Environmental 

Commission meeting 

In a very short period of time, my education, advocacy, and action has helped to make positive 

change in the Meridian Township Community in regard to the wetlands.  

As much as I love the wetlands, they are not even my favorite part of nature and the environment! 

However I had to become the advocate for them. My advocacy resulted in others being more 

informed about what we need to do to protect them. My actions show my commitment to protecting 

the environment. I have turned problems into problem solving and solutions.  

I hope to continue to do that in a more formal way on the Environmental Commission. I can offer the 

Environmental Commission a unique perspective and thought process. I look forward to the 

opportunity to meet with you and discuss how I can further serve the Commission and Meridian 

Township community. 

Thank you, 

Kendra Thelen Grasseschi, MSW, LMSW, ACSW 



Kendra Thelen Grasseschi, MSW, LMSW, ACSW 
. Okemos, MI 48864 

  
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

EDUCATION: 
 8/94 – 5/96  Masters of Social Work, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI 
  Major:  Clinical Social Work, GPA: 3.7 
 
 8/90 – 5/94 Bachelor of Science, Central Michigan University, Mt. Pleasant, MI 
  Majors:  Psychology and Family Studies 
  GPA:  Psychology 3.5, Family Studies 3.8 
 
EXPERIENCE: 
10/04-Present Clinical Social Worker/Psychotherapist, Kendra Thelen, LMSW, East Lansing, MI. Provide 

psychotherapy, consultation and advocacy services to a diverse clientele. Diagnose and 
clinically treat mental health conditions including those struggling with anxiety, depression, 
trauma, medical issues, disabilities, abuse, and self-esteem issues. Advocate and problem 
solve issues of social injustice (racism, poverty, inequality, and inequity) along with 
environmental injustices (living situation, occupational, educational, community) on a 
Clinical and Macro level.  Teamwork with medical providers, school systems, and other 
professionals to help achieve positive client outcomes.  

 
8/03 – 9/04 Contractual Therapist, Lyon Counseling Associates, P.C., East Lansing, MI.  Provided 

psychotherapy counseling to children, adolescents, college students, adults, and families.  
 
6/00 – 8/03  Administrator/Academic Advisor, Counseling Services Department, Lansing Community 

College.  Provided crisis counseling and academic advising to disadvantaged college students 
in the Women’s Resource Center and within Counseling Services.  Led educational support 
groups building self-esteem.  

 
11/00 – 7/03 Contractual Therapist, Community Care Clinic, C.E.I. Community Mental Health, Lansing, MI. 
 Provided counseling to disadvantaged children, adolescents, adults, and families.   
 
6/98 – 6/00 Wraparound Resource Coordinator, Ingham Interagency Family Preservation Initiative, C.E.I. 

Community Mental Health, Lansing, MI.  Coordinated and managed community treatment 
teams of professionals from CMH, juvenile courts, DHS (protective services & foster care). 
Led teams to wrap helpful services around disadvantaged families for better client 
outcomes. Managed team budgets.  Provided supervision and training of staff.   

 
7/96 – 7/99 Mental Health Therapist, Family Guidance Services, C.E.I. Community Mental Health, 

Lansing, MI.  Provided intensive crisis counseling and case management services to for 
actively suicidal children, adolescents, and their families to avoid psychiatric hospitalization. 
Led and facilitated treatment teams with medical professionals, courts, DHS, & collateral 
agencies.  Provided supervision and training of staff.   

 



Kendra Thelen Grasseschi 

Page 2  

10/98 & 4/99 Guest Speaker, Lansing Community College.  Lectured on family preservation services. 
Lectured on students acquiring empathy, feedback, and limit-setting skills along with 
avoiding power struggles. 

  
 
8/95 – 5/96 Mental Health Therapist Intern, Family Guidance Services, C.E.I Community mental Health, 

Lansing, MI.  Provided crisis counseling and case management services to children, 
adolescents, college students, adults, couples, and families. Coordinated services with 
collateral agencies. 

 
12/95 – 7/96 Case Manager, Crossroads, Gateway Community Services, Lansing, MI.  Provided crisis 

counseling, case management and educational services to homeless youths and their 
families.   

 
8/95 – 12/95 Direct Care Staff, Crossroads, Gateway Community Services, Lansing, MI.  Utilized feedback, 

empathy and limit-setting skills with youths in a transitional living program.  Instructed 
clients in acquiring independent living skills and study skills. 

 
12/94 – 7/96 Family Support Worker, Family Guidance Services, C.E.I. Community Mental Health, Lansing, 

MI.  Provided respite services to families.  Modeled and taught social skills to children.  
Facilitated and managed summer camp for emotionally impaired children. 

 
3/95 – 7/96 Tutor, Catholic Social Services, Lansing, MI.  Provided academic support and taught study 

and independent living skills to an emotionally impaired foster care adolescent.    
 
9/94 – 5/95  School Social Work Intern, Waverly Community Schools, Lansing, MI.  Provided individual 

therapy, play therapy, parent education and consultation.  Co-facilitated social skill building 
and therapy groups.  Performed classroom observations and assisted with behavioral 
programming. 

 
6/95 – 8/95 Direct Care Staff, Green Meadows, Lansing, MI.  Provided care to chronically mentally ill 

older adults.  Followed behavior treatment plans and assisted with independent living skills.  
 
6/94 - 12/94 Residential Technician, C.E.I. Community Mental Health, Lansing, MI.  Utilized empathy, 

feedback and limit-setting skills in providing treatment of chronically mentally ill adults.  
Assisted residents in acquiring independent and community living skills. 

 
5/93 – 5/94 Volunteer and Fill-in Overnight Supervisor, Women’s Aid Service, Mt. Pleasant, MI.  

Provided crisis-call counseling, shelter supervision, and individual counseling to 
victims/survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault. 

  
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS: 
 Michigan Licensed Master Social Worker, Clinical and Macro Practice, Registration, #6801-

071327. 
 National Association of Social Workers, 11/97 – Present. 






























