
 
 
 

All comments limited to 3 minutes, unless prior approval for additional time for good cause is obtained.  
 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact Parks & Recreation Director, LuAnn Maisner:  
2100 Gaylord C. Smith Court, Haslett, MI 48864 or 517.853.4600 - Ten Day Notice is Required.  
 
Meeting Location:  Meridian Service Center, 2100 Gaylord Smith Ct. Haslett, MI 48840 
 

Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 
 
 

AGENDA 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN  

PARK COMMISSION MEETING 
Tuesday, November 15, 2022 4:30pm 

Meridian Service Center 
2100 Gaylord Smith Ct, Haslett 48840 

              
 
 
REGULAR MEETING – 4:30PM 
 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER  

 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
3. PRESENTATIONS 
 
4. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
  
5.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
6.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

September 13, 2022 Regular Meeting Minutes  
 
7.  COMMUNICATIONS 
  
8.   ACTION ITEMS 
 A. 2023 Meeting Calendar 
 B. Spark Grant Opportunities 

 
9. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 A. General Health Policy – Township Board 

  
10.  LAND PRESERVATION REPORT – Commissioner Stephens 
 
11. DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
  
12.  PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
13.  OTHER MATTERS AND COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS 
 
14.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
Upcoming topics 
Snell towar Recreation Center 
Pickleball vs Tennis 



5. Approval of Agenda 
November 15, 2022
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6. Minutes 
September 13, 2022    
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 
PARK COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 
Meridian Service Center 
2100 Gaylord C. Smith Court, Haslett, MI 48840 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2022 4:30 PM 

PRESENT: Chair, Mary Nardo-Farris; Vice Chair, Ami Van Antwerp; Commissioner,  
Amanda Lick 

ABSENT: Commissioner, Mark Stephens; Commissioner, Mike McDonald 
STAFF: LuAnn Maisner, Director of Parks and Recreation; Emma Campbell, Land 

Stewardship Coordinator 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER
Chair Nardo-Farris called the meeting to order at 4:30 pm.

2. ROLL CALL
Chair Nardo-Farris called the roll of the Commission.
Commissioner Stephens and Commissioner McDonald excused absent.

3. PRESENTATIONS
A. NATIVE PLANT GUIDE: Emma Campbell, Stewardship Coordinator, shared the draft of the

Planting a Native Meridian Guide she and intern, Rebecca Fisher, created to assist
residents in native gardening.

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS
None

5. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Commissioner Lick moved TO APPROVE THE AGENDA AS SUBMITTED, WITH THE
EXCEPTION OF THE LAND PRESERVATION REPORT BEING MOVED TO THE OCTOBER
AGENDA. Seconded by Commissioner Van Antwerp.

VOICE VOTE: Motion carried unanimously

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Commissioner Lick moved TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JULY 12, 2022 REGULAR
MEETING. Seconded by Commissioner Van Antwerp.

VOICE VOTE: Motion carried unanimously

7. COMMUNICATIONS
None

8. ACTION ITEMS
A. HNC By-Law Update

6.



MOVE TO APPROVE THE PROPOSED BY-LAW CHANGES OF THE HARRIS NATURE 
CENTER FOUNDATION WITH THE ADDITION OF THE CHANGE TO THE “HISTORY” 
PARAGRAPH ON PAGE ONE TO NOW READ: 
The Harris Nature Center began operations in 1997, and became an immediate success by 
serving visitors with a broad variety of environmental education programs that enrich 
lives and help instill an appreciation and stewardship of our increasingly vulnerable 
natural world. The Nature Center is situated in the 48-acre Meridian Riverfront Park on 
the bank of the Red Cedar River and is generously endowed with a combination of 
beautiful wooded uplands and wetlands.  Funding for the Center is provided primarily 
through the Meridian Township Park Millage with additional support from program fees 
and charges.  Support from the HNCF is vital to further promote and improve current 
operations and facility upgrades.   

COMMISSIONER LICK MOVED TO APPROVE THE PROPOSED HNC BY-LAW CHANGES 
AND SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER VAN ANTWERP. 

VOICE/HAND VOTE: Motion carried unanimously. 

9. DISCUSSION ITEMS
A. Goals and Objectives Roundtable Discussion – Director Maisner presented the approved
Capital Improvement Plan for 2023 to 2027 for discussion and also requested the Park
Commissioners to visit each of the parks to create a list of improvements and small touches that
would enhance each facility.  The Commission will discuss this further at their October regular
meeting.

10. LAND PRESERVATION REPORT
Commissioner Stephens absent, agenda item moved to October regular meeting.

11. DIRECTOR’S REPORT

1. Meridian Heritage Festival scheduled for Saturday, October 1 in the Historical Village

2. Working on identification signage for Lake Lansing Marsh and Spengler’s Marsh

3. 2022 Deer Management program October 1-January 1.  Same properties as last year.

4. Farmers Market continues to be a strong program for our department.  The Wednesday
market this year is breaking all attendance records for vendors and visitors.  The Summer
Concert Series has played a significant role in the overall program. The Wednesday Market
and Concerts will continue through the month of October. Ring road of the Mall is in the
process of being repaved.

5. Fall youth and Adult sports are underway including Soccer, flag football, kickball and
volleyball.

Minutes – Park Commission
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6. Entered into an agreement with Able Eyes to video and post the Harris Nature Center
on their site. We will also be able to add to our website as well.

7. Currently in the process of hiring a new Parks and Recreation Specialist.  This
position is replacing the Sr. Parks and Land Management Coordinator, Jane Greenway
who resigned from the Township recently.

8. HNCF Turtle Toast fundraiser is taking place on Saturday, Sept 17 from 7-10pm.

9. Day of Service volunteer program is scheduled for Saturday, September 17 that
engages members of local service organizations and includes the following projects:

i. Rake safety surface under the swings and at the end of the slide beds at Central
Park.

ii. Rake the safety surface in the Marketplace on the Green playground.
iii. Carefully brush sealant on the top hand-rails only of the Historical Village
iv. Repair the fishing pole-lending box with new hinges, new wood where needed, and

repaint.
v. Topsoil, seed and straw the edges of the walkway down to the fishing dock in the

Village.
vi. Pick up trash along Central Park Drive (both sides of the street from Okemos Road

to Grand River Ave.
vii. Plant Mums in front of the Central Park Pavilion, and around the sign at the Large

Dog Park.
viii. On a non-Saturday or Wednesday, Paint the restroom building exterior at

Marketplace on the Green (white).
ix. Add mulch around base of trees in Central Park South.

12. PUBLIC COMMENTS

13. OTHER MATTERS AND COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS
None

14. ADJOURNMENT
Chair Nardo-Farris adjourned the meeting at 6:50 pm.

Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community.
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7. Communications 
November 15, 2022
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Thursday, September 29, 2022

Dear Meridian Township Parks and Recreation,

Thank you so much for allowing the East Lansing High School Pickleball Club to use the
Towner Park courts next Wednesday, October 5th, from 5-7 p.m. We appreciate your
willingness to waive the court fees, so that our fundraiser can happen. We’d like to
share a quick overview of the two goals for next week.

Our Pickleball club is partnering with East Lansing UNICEF club to raise money for
relief for children in Afghanistan. We will be donating the money that we raise ($5 per
entry, + donations) and sending it to UNICEF. We are working with the UNICEF club
president, who has already gone through the application process to have a fundraiser.
We will have approximately 20 teams.

In addition to raising money for UNICEF, we are requiring players to bring in canned
food in order to participate. Each player will bring in 1-2 canned food items, which we
will donate to the Greater Lansing Food Bank. We hope to get about 100 cans.

With the courts in East Lansing currently under construction, we are especially thankful
for your assistance and for accommodating our club. We look forward to future
opportunities with Meridian Township Parks and Recreation.

Sincerely,

Evan Newcombe Frankie Calabrese-Barton Cody Harrell Adam Orange
Club Advisor ELHS Teacher

7.



8. Action Items
A. 2023 Meeting Calendar
B. Spark Grant Opportunities
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Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

To: Park Commission 

From: LuAnn Maisner, CPRP, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Date: November 8, 2022 

Re: 2023 Proposed Meeting Dates 

In light of the approved 2023 Township Board meeting schedule and in an effort to be televised, 
the following 2023 Park Commission Meeting Schedule is being recommended: 

January 10 Service Center 

February 14  Service Center 

March 14 Town Hall** 

April 11 NO MEETING  

May 9  Service Center 

June 13  Service Center 

July 11   Service Center 

August 8 Town Hall** 

September 12 Service Center 

October 10 Service Center 

November 14 Town Hall** 

December 12  NO MEETING 

**The meetings will be held at the Service Center, unless noted otherwise.  There will be a 
televised regular meeting at Town Hall in March, August and November. All meetings will begin at 
4:30 pm.    

The following motion is proposed: 

MOVE that the Park Commission meeting schedule as outlined in the November 8, 
2022 staff memorandum and attached Resolution be accepted and approved, and 
copies of the meeting schedule be forwarded to the appropriate individuals for 
posting. 

8.A.



Park Commission Meeting Dates 
2023 Meeting Schedule 

RESOLUTION 

At a regular meeting of the Park Commission of the Charter Township of Meridian, Ingham 
County, Michigan, held at the Meridian Service Center, in said Township on the 15th day of 
November 2022, at  4:30 p.m., Local Time. 

PRESENT: 

ABSENT: 

The following resolution was offered by Commissioner  
Commissioner   _______. 

and supported by 

WHEREAS, the Park Commission desires to announce the time, date, and place of all meetings 
of the Commission; and 

WHEREAS,  the  Park  Commission  deems  the  2022  regular  meeting  schedule  sufficient 
to uphold the Township Board’s Policies and Procedures, and advancement toward the Board’s 
Global Ends; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Park Commission of the Charter Township of 
Meridian, Ingham County, Michigan, that the Park Commission adopts its regular 2023 meeting 
schedule as follows: 

Date 
January 10 
February 14 
March 14 
April 11 
May 9 
June 13 
July 11 
August 8 
September 12 
October 10 
November 14 
December 12 

Location 
Service Center 
Service Center 
Town Hall 
NO MEETING  
Service Center 
Service Center 
Service Center 
Town Hall 
Service Center 
Service Center 
Town Hall 
NO MEETING 

Time  
4:30 pm regular meeting 
4:30 pm regular meeting 
4:30 pm televised regular meeting 
NO MEETING  
4:30 pm regular meeting 
4:30 pm regular meeting 
4:30 pm regular meeting 
4:30 pm televised regular meeting 
4:30 pm regular meeting  
4:30 pm regular meeting  
4:30 pm televised regular meeting 
NO MEETING 

8.A.



 

ADOPTED: YEAS:  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  NAYS: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Resolution declared adopted. 
 
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN) 
              )ss. 
COUNTY OF INGHAM) 
 
 

I, the undersigned, the duly qualified Chair of the Park Commission, Charter 
Township of Meridian, Ingham County, Michigan, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the 
foregoing is a true and a complete copy of a resolution adopted at a regular meeting 
of the Township Board on the 15th of November, 2022. 

 
          _____________________________________  

        Mary Nardo-Farris, Chair  
      Park Commission 

 



Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

To: Park Commission 

From: LuAnn Maisner, CPRP, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Date: November 9, 2022 

Re: Federal Spark Grant Program 

 The Michigan Department of Natural Resources is administering the Federal American Rescue 
Plan funds designated for parks with $65,000,000 in grants for allocation to local communities.    
Requests for funds are allowed from $100,000 to $1,000,000 per application with no local match 
required. The first round of applications are due on December 19 and based on information shared 
in a recent webinar, that their primary focus would be dedicated to smaller requests.  There will be 
two additional grant rounds in 2023 of $25,000,000 each, with deadlines TBD, where larger 
requests will be considered.  Only three applications per community are permitted and can be 
carried forward to the subsequent round if not successful in earlier cycles.  

The goal today is to determine which project to select for first-round consideration to meet the 
December 19 application deadline.  Some projects for consideration include: 

• Nancy Moore Park Playground Replacement and Accessible Loop Trail – Nancy
Moore Park hosts more children than any other park in our system who participate in
soccer, lacrosse, baseball, softball and flag football.  The playground has outlived its life
expectancy and is in need of replacement. The second part of this requests adds a paved
loop trail leading from the parking lot and around the soccer fields.  Currently, anyone
with mobility struggles including the elderly, is unable to reach the soccer fields to
spectate.  This loop trail would not only improve site accessibility, but provide an
additional fitness opportunity in the park.  Estimated Cost: $300,000.

• Central Park Pavilion Renovation Project – This pavilion was first constructed in 1975
and utilized for the Farmers Market for over 40 years as well as for picnics and family
gatherings.  Now that the farmers Market has a new home, this site is “well worn” and in
serious need of upgrades to the exterior as well as new  sidewalks and landscaping. With
the addition of the new restroom building, paved pathway, boardwalk, and overlook
fishing dock all funded with DNR grant assistance, this would be a complimentary project
to “finish” this area of Central Park.  It also is located in a high visibility area adjacent to
the Township Hall and Historical Village. $100,000

Project awards are scheduled to be announced in February.  To learn more about this program, 
follow this link to the SPARK Grant Booklet. Michigan Spark Grants. 

Motion for Park Commission consideration: 

MOVE TO SUPPORT AN APPLICATION TO THE FEDERAL SPARK GRANT PROGRAM 
ADMINISTERED BY THE MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES FOR               
IN THE AMOUNT OF $  .     

8.B.
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and updated annually by the Park Commission and is based on project need and community input. It is 
a partner document to the Goals and Objectives, and Action Plan from the Five Year Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan.   

2022 
Year Project Name Cost Funding Source 

2022 Towner Road Park Playground $400,000 MNRTF/Park Millage 
2022 Parking Lot repaving/expansion   $200,000 Park Millage 

(Central Park South, N. Meridian Rd Park 
HNC, Marshall) 

2022 New Park Signs and site furnishings $50,000 Park Millage 
2022 Shade Structure at Towner $20,000 Park Millage 
2022 Floating Islands Purification System $18,000 Park Millage 

2023 
2023 Central Park Pavilion Renovation, $150,000 Park Millage 

    Landscaping 
2023 Marshall Park Playground Replacement $150,000 Park Millage, Grants 
2023 Okemos Road Parcel Development $400,000 Park Millage, Grants 
2023 New Park signs $20,000 

2024 
2024 Ottawa Hills Playground  Replacement $ 75,000 Park Millage, Grants 
2024 New Park Signs $20,000 

2025 
2025 Nancy Moore Park Playground 350,000 Park Millage/grant 
2025 Nancy Moore Park Pavilion $300,000 Park Millage/grant 
2025 Nancy Moore Park Loop Trail $90,000 Park Millage/grant 

2026 
2026 Hillbrook Park Restroom Building $250,000 Park Millage, Grants 
2026 Wonch Park Improvements – Restroom,  $500,000 Park Millage, Grants 

  Streambank, launch, WiFi 
2026 Snell-Towar Recreation Center Improvements $185,000 Park Millage, Grants 

2027 
2027 Central Park Improvements-Splashpad $500,000  Park Millage, Federal or State 

   Grants 
2027 Meridian Riverfront Park Trail Improvements $1,000,000 Park Millage, Pathway Millage, 

  Federal/State Grants 

Other items for future discussion/consideration:  Skate Park; Splash Pad 

2022-2027 CIP – PARKS 8.B.
The Meridian Township Capital Improvement Plan is a six-year planning and budgeting tool that is reviewed 



8.B.



























9. Discussion Items
A. General Health Policy - Township Board
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RESOLUTION TO ADOPT A GENERAL HEALTH POLICY PROVIDING FREE SANITARY 
PRODUCTS WITH PUBLIC RESTROOMS OWNED AND OPERATED BY MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP 

At a regular meeting of the Township Board of the Charter Township of Meridian, Ingham 
County, Michigan, held at the Meridian Township Municipal Building, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, 
Michigan  48864-1198, (517) 853-4000, on Tuesday, October 4, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. 

PRESENT:   Supervisor Jackson, Clerk Guthrie, Trustees Hendrickson, Sundand, Wilson, Wisisnski

ABSENT:  Treasurer Deschaine

The following resolution was offered by Trustee Wilson and supported by 

Clerk Guthrie. 

WHEREAS, the General Health Policy will promote racial equity, economic security, 
health, and well-being for all people; and  

WHEREAS, Meridian finds that soap, hand sanitizer, toilet paper, toilet seat 
disposable covers, paper towels, tissues, menstrual pads, and tampons are all essential to the 
general health and welfare of the public; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Board also finds that ensuring that such products are 
readily available in public restrooms will help prevent the spread of germs, reduce the transmission 
of blood-borne pathogens, and improve the general public welfare; and 

WHEREAS, this General Health Policy will support and enhance the 2022 DEI Goal 
for Meridian Township; and  

WHEREAS, sanitary products are necessary hygienic products; and 

WHEREAS, not all people have the means by which to purchase the goods they need for 
general health and well-being; and 

WHEREAS, this policy will support the Updated 2015 Township Personnel Handbook with 
an emphasis on building equity for all. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY, MICHIGAN, MOVES TO ADOPT A GENERAL 
HEALTH POLICY PROVIDING FREE SANITARY PRODUCTS WITH PUBLIC RESTROOMS OWNED 
AND OPERATED BY MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP AND DEFINES SANITARY PRODUCTS AS SOAP, 
HAND SANITIZER, TOILET PAPER, TOILET SEAT DISPOSABLE COVERS, PAPER TOWELS, 
TISSUES, MENSTRUAL PADS, AND TAMPONS: 

1.2 POLICY TITLE: HEALTH AND SAFETY ENDS (Priority #2 for enhancement; #1 
for sustained condition.) 

8. A commitment to protecting and sustaining the general health of Township staff
and residents by:

a. Providing free sanitary products within public restrooms owned and operated by
Meridian Township no later than January 1, 2023.



i. As used in this section, “sanitary products” means: soap, hand sanitizer,
toilet paper, toilet seat disposable covers, paper towels, tissues,
menstrual pads, and tampons.

ADOPTED: 

YEAS: _ 

_ 

NAYS: _ 

Resolution declared adopted. 

STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
)ss. 

COUNTY OF INGHAM ) 

I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Clerk of the Charter Township of Meridian, 
Ingham County, DO HEREBY CERTIFY, that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of proceedings 
taken by the Township Board at a regular meeting held on Tuesday, October 4, 2022. 

Deborah Guthrie, Township Clerk 
Charter Township of Meridian 

Supervisor Jackson, Clerk Guthrie, Trustees Hendrickson, Sundand, 
Wilson, Wisisnski



10. Land Preservation Report 
Presented by: Commissioner Stephens
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