
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 

TOWNSHIP BOARD REGULAR MEETING - APPROVED - 

5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864-1198 

853-4000, Town Hall Room 

TUESDAY, APRIL 7, 2015 6:00 P.M. 

 
 
PRESENT:  Supervisor LeGoff, Clerk Dreyfus, Treasurer Brixie, Trustees Scales, Veenstra, 

Wilson 
ABSENT:   Trustee Styka 

STAFF:  Township Manager Frank Walsh, Assistant Township Manager/Director of Public 

Works Derek Perry, Director of Community Planning & Development Mark 

Kieselbach, Police Chief David Hall, Chief Engineer Younes Ishraidi, Parks and Land 

Management Coordinator Jane Greenway 
 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Supervisor LeGoff called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INTRODUCTIONS 

Supervisor LeGoff led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. ROLL CALL 

The Clerk called the roll of the Board. 
 

4. SPECIAL PRESENTATION 
A. Dave Hall, Chief of Police – Introduction of New Police Officers 

Police Chief Hall introduced and welcomed new police officers Adam Stebbins and John Arpino. 
  

B. Jane Greenway, Parks & Land Management Coordinator – Deer Management Update 
Ms. Greenway offered a summary of the fourth year of Meridian’s Deer Management Program, 
noting 159 deer were harvested, with a decline in the number of reported deer/car collisions. 
 
Board discussion: 
 The Township still has a large deer population 
 Board member suggestion to pass an ordinance which bans the feeding of deer 
 One idea to increase the number of deer kills is to identify an isolated herd within a small area 

and send in professional shooters to remove the herd 
 Meridian Township’s Deer Management Program is a model of best practices for other 

municipalities  
  

C. Bill Conklin, Managing Director of Ingham County Road Department (ICRD)– May 5 Ballot 
Proposal 
 
Mr. Conklin offered an extensive overview of why Michigan’s roads are in such poor condition, 
status of funding of roads within the state, how road funding “works” in Michigan, what the road 
aspects of the proposal are about, and how the ICRD would propose to use the additional road 
funding in Meridian Township. 
 
Board discussion: 
 Board member recommendation to have Mr. Conklin speak to the Board on this issue was 

primarily to provide information to the public 
 ICRD in the process of adding the presentation to its website 
 Passage of Proposal 1 would raise approximately $1.3 billion in sales tax and $1.3 billion in 

fuel tax 
 Two-thirds of the transportation revenue will be used to retire debt in the first year, and one-

third in the second year 
 New fuel tax is the percentage equivalent of .42 cents per gallon  
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5. PUBLIC REMARKS 
Supervisor LeGoff opened Public Remarks. 
 
Tim Potter, 4632 Van Atta Road, Okemos, spoke in support of the Lake Lansing Road 
improvements, as the new road configuration will provide safety for every type of road user.  He 
suggested a third phase of the Interurban pathway to go under Marsh Road and continue towards 
Haslett Road.  Mr. Potter requested a safe crossing at Okemos Road and the Interurban pathway, 
possibly through some type of signal. 
 
Neil Bowlby, 6020 Beechwood Drive, Haslett, noted the 2014 Annual Report on the Township 
website is not text searchable, suggesting the word document be translated directly into a PDF.  He 
voiced his opinion on Proposal 1, stating the website www.ballotpedia.org offers an unbiased 
analysis of the ballot proposal.  Mr. Bowlby requested the status of talks with Consumer Energy 
regarding the Solar Array Program and posed several questions regarding the bus rapid transit 
(BRT) lanes planned for Grand River Avenue in Meridian Township. 
 
Leonard Provencher, 5824 Buena Parkway, Haslett, voiced support for the Lake Lansing Road 
Improvements.  He offered additional language to be included in the proposed Vendor Ordinance 
Amendments.         
 
Supervisor LeGoff closed Public Remarks. 
 

6. TOWNSHIP MANAGER REPORT 
Manager Walsh reported the following: 
 Appreciation for the large turnout at the New Central Fire Station groundbreaking ceremony 
 First quarterly report on the 2015 Goals and Objectives will be provided to Board members in 

their next Board packet 
 Meeting last week with the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Planning Commission regarding a 

specific plan to move forward on the Master Plan, which will include involvement by each 
Board member in a function of the process 

 Kinawa Safety Project will be on the April 21st Board agenda 
 Action on the Okemos Pedestrian Bridge this month 
 MARC and closed Central Fire Station properties are now listed 

 
7. BOARD COMMENTS & REPORTS 

A. Treasurer’s Quarterly Report 
  Treasurer Brixie gave an update on delinquent personal property tax collection totals for tax years 

2010-2014, 2015 total tax year collections as of April 1, 2015, 2014 tax year distribution totals as 
of April 2, 2015, and current fixed maturity investments and non-fixed investments as of 
February 28, 2015. 
 
Board discussion: 
 Board member belief the average return on non-fixed investments of .3 percent is too low 
 Suggestion to place some of the over $10 million of non-fixed investments in investments  

that have staggered maturities to increase the rate of return 
 In the current rate environment, liquid investments offer higher rates than the fixed 

investments available for the time frames needed 
 In many instances, the current market requires 60 months to get even a one (1) percent 

interest rate on a $1 million investment 
 Possible future needs preclude “tying up” all of the money in liquid investments for a long 

period of time 
 Even though a bank may offer a tempting rate which is higher, the bank may not have a 

rating the Township is comfortable with 
 
Treasurer Brixie reported her attendance at last week’s Economic Development Corporation (EDC) 
meeting where members recommended appointment of a new EDC member which will come before 
the Board at its April 21, 2015 meeting.  She indicated the EDC decided to allocate money to paint 
park benches and funds will be distributed in the near future.   

http://www.ballotpedia.org/
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The Treasurer announced the Capital Area Transportation Authority (CATA) Board will vote on the 
final dedicated lane alignment of the BRT at its April 15, 2015 meeting, adding the proposed 
configuration in Meridian Township will be side running from Hagadorn Road to Park Lake Road 
and center running from Park Lake Road to Marsh Road.  She added that actuated traffic signals will 
be placed at every station along the BRT route for pedestrian safety traversing Grand River Avenue.  
   
Trustee Veenstra noted his savings account at Flagstar Bank is realizing a 1.15% return, three (3) 
times the rate of return currently being received by the Township.  He indicated his preference for the 
BRT dedicated lane to be located at the curb side of Grand River Avenue, both for convenience and 
safety of passengers as well as allowing bicyclists to share the outer dedicated lane. 
 
Clerk Dreyfus reported the Clerk’s office mailed 2,400 absentee voter ballots as of April 2nd, and 
continue to process absentee voter ballot requests on a daily basis.  He reminded residents that 
applications for an absentee ballot are available both on line and in the Clerk’s office.   

 
8. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 Treasurer Brixie moved to approve the agenda as submitted.  Seconded by Clerk Dreyfus. 
 
 VOICE VOTE:  Motion carried 6-0.  
 
9. CONSENT AGENDA 

Supervisor LeGoff reviewed the consent agenda. 
 
Trustee Veenstra moved to adopt the Consent Agenda.  Seconded by Treasurer Brixie. 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Scales, Veenstra, Wilson, Treasurer Brixie, Clerk Dreyfus 
      NAYS: Supervisor LeGoff 
      Motion carried 5-1. 
 
A. Communications 

Trustee Veenstra moved that the communications be received and placed on file, and any 
communications not already assigned for disposition be referred to the Township Manager 
or Supervisor for follow-up.  Seconded by Treasurer Brixie. 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Scales, Veenstra, Wilson, Treasurer Brixie, Clerk 

Dreyfus 
       NAYS: Supervisor LeGoff 

      Motion carried 5-1.  
 
B. Minutes 

Trustee Veenstra moved to approve and ratify the minutes of the March 17, 2015 Regular 
Meeting as submitted.  Seconded by Treasurer Brixie. 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Scales, Veenstra, Wilson, Treasurer Brixie, Clerk 

Dreyfus 
       NAYS: Supervisor LeGoff 

      Motion carried 5-1. 
 

C. Bills 
Trustee Veenstra moved that the Township Board approve the Manager’s Bills as follows: 
 

Common Cash $ 319,977.15 
Public Works $ 275,258.85 

Total Checks $ 595,236.00 
Credit Card Transactions $  12,477.06 

Total Purchases $ 607,713.06 
 

ACH Payments    $  567,636.03 



CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, APRIL 7, 2015 REGULAR MEETING      *APPROVED* 

 
PAGE 4 

Seconded by Treasurer Brixie. 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Scales, Veenstra, Wilson, Treasurer Brixie, Clerk 

Dreyfus 
       NAYS: Supervisor LeGoff 

      Motion carried 5-1. 
 
(Bill list in Official Minute Book) 

 
D. Outdoor Gathering Permit Approval – Celebrate Downtown Okemos 

Trustee Veenstra moved to approve the Outdoor Assembly License for the Meridian 
Township Downtown Development Authority’s Celebrate Downtown Okemos Event to be 
held on June 13, 2015.  Seconded by Treasurer Brixie.  
 
The maker offered the following friendly amendment: 
 Amend the text to include in the authorizing resolution the application fee as a provision 

of the waiver 
 
The amendment was accepted by the seconder. 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Scales, Veenstra, Wilson, Treasurer Brixie, Clerk 

Dreyfus 
       NAYS: Supervisor LeGoff 

      Motion carried 5-1. 
 

E. Reappointments to the East Lansing-Meridian Water & Sewer Authority 
Trustee Veenstra moved that the Township Board approve the reappointment of Bradley 
Brogren to the East Lansing Meridian Water & Sewer authority for two 3-year terms, the 
first expiring June 30, 2015 and the second expiring June 30, 2018; and approve the 
reappointment of Thomas Peet to the East Lansing Meridian Water & Sewer Authority for 
a 3-year term expiring June 30, 2016.  Seconded by Treasurer Brixie. 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Scales, Veenstra, Wilson, Treasurer Brixie, Clerk 

Dreyfus 
       NAYS: Supervisor LeGoff 

      Motion carried 5-1. 
 

F. Ratification of Police Officer Appointment 
Trustee Veenstra moved to ratify the appointment of Brian Dow to the position of Police 
Officer contingent upon successful completion of those items stipulated in the conditional 
offer of employment.  Seconded by Treasurer Brixie. 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Scales, Veenstra, Wilson, Treasurer Brixie, Clerk 

Dreyfus 
       NAYS: Supervisor LeGoff 

      Motion carried 5-1. 
  

 
10. QUESTIONS FOR THE ATTORNEY (None) 
 
11. HEARINGS (None) 
 
12. ACTION ITEMS 
 Supervisor LeGoff opened and closed Public Remarks. 
 

A. Perry Road, Special Assessment District (SAD) No. 42 – Resolution #5 
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Trustee Veenstra moved to approve the Perry Road Public Road Improvements Special 
Assessment District No. 42 – Resolution No. 5, which approves the special assessment roll; 
designates the project as “Perry Road Public Road Improvements Special Assessment 
District No. 42”, the assessment roll as the “Perry Road Public Road Improvements Special 
Assessment District No. 42 Special Assessment Roll”, and the district as the “Perry Road 
Public Road Improvements Special Assessment District No. 42”; adopts the amount of 
$25,358.00 as the final amount for the assessment roll; and orders and directs the 
assessment roll to be paid and collected.  Seconded by Treasurer Brixie. 
 
Board discussion: 
 SAD would allow the 500 feet of gravel road in Meridian Township to be paved 
 Remainder of Perry Road is in Clinton County and is paved 
 Lake Lansing Watershed Advisory Committee supported paving this section of Perry Road in 

an effort to reduce the pollution into Lake Lansing 
 The County paid $10,000 for the Lake Lansing North frontage with the remaining $15,000 to 

be paid by residents through the special assessment process 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Scales, Veenstra, Wilson, Supervisor LeGoff, 

Treasurer Brixie, Clerk Dreyfus 
       NAYS: None 

      Motion carried 6-0. 
 

B. Towner Road Property Sale 
Treasurer Brixie moved to approve the resolution transferring $75,000 from the Park 
Millage Fund, as approved by the Park Commission, to the General Fund for the purpose of 
2083 Towner Road, parcel number 03-02-02-04-276-009, being used as park property.  
Seconded by Trustee Scales. 
 
Board discussion: 
 History on this property 
 Board member preference for the Township to transfer ownership to the Parks Commission 

without requiring payment 
 Acquisition will be a nice addition to our park system 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Scales, Veenstra, Wilson, Supervisor LeGoff, 

Treasurer Brixie, Clerk Dreyfus 
       NAYS: None 

      Motion carried 6-0. 
 

13. BOARD DISCUSSION ITEMS 
Supervisor LeGoff opened Public Remarks. 
 
Neil Bowlby, 6020 Beechwood Drive, Haslett, addressed the lack of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) anti-discrimination language in the text of the prosecution services contract.  He 
stated that if such language is in the Township’s ordinance, it should be in all contracts.  Mr. Bowlby 
questioned the proposed language for the definition of vending and offered grammatical changes 
within the proposed vendor ordinance document. 

 
 Supervisor LeGoff closed Public Remarks. 
 

A. Lake Lansing Road Improvements 
Assistant Township Manager/Director of Public Works Derek Perry summarized the proposed 
road improvements as outlined in staff memorandum dated April 1, 2015. 
 
Bill Conklin, Managing Director of the ICRD, offered a brief presentation of the Lake Lansing 
Road project. 
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Board staff and ICRD representative discussion: 
 Inquiry regarding plans for an adequate amount of marked pedestrian crossings 
 Future safety project to upgrade the active traffic control devices at the pedestrian crossings 
 Board member concern with the cutting of significant trees 
 Some trees are dead and should be removed 
 Competing interests between road improvements, infrastructure for cyclists and other non-

motorized users and tree preservation 
 Trees were cut on the south side in order to move the road to preserve wetlands 
 Possibility of having staff work with the ICRD on tree identification for future projects prior 

to the road design phase, which would allow for public input and debate 
 Need for the Township to be involved at the beginning of the road improvement process 
 Preliminary discussions have already taken place between the ICRD and the Director of 

Public Works 
 An announcement was made at this morning’s local transportation meeting that pedestrian 

pathways are eligible to receive Congestion Mitigation And Air Quality (CMAQ) 
Improvement Program funding and it is in the Township’s interest to capture some of those 
available dollars 

 Need for the Township to have an increased positive working relationship with its Act 51 
Agency, the ICRD 

 One asset of the new Assistant Township Manager/Director of Public Works is that he 
possesses a forestry degree 

 Possible future expansion of Lake Lansing Road to two lanes with a center turn lane and two 
bicycle lanes would run from Saginaw Highway to Marsh Road 

 The proposed federal aid project is to widen Lake Lansing Road from Saginaw Highway to 
Lac Du Mont from two (2) lanes to three (3) lanes with paved shoulders 

 Future discussion to convert the four (4) lane section by road diet to three (3) lanes with 
paved shoulders through restriping which would be paid for out of ICRD’s local road funding 

 Board decision on the restriping should be made by late June 
 Number of trees scheduled to be removed (including the clearing areas) is 85 
 Inquiry if there is sufficient right-of-way after the road is modified to plant replacement trees 
 Right-of-way width varies throughout the project and would need to be looked at on a 

frontage-by-frontage basis 
 ICRD believes there are opportunities for the planting of replacement trees in some areas 
 Standard operating policy of the ICRD is not to offer tree replacements 
 Need for staff to determine how many trees can be replaced and ascertain funding for tree 

replacement 
 Total cost of the project is approximately $1.3 million 
 No Township match is being requested for this project 
 Possibility of the Township providing funds for tree replacement 
 Concern with cutting the large trees in front of the apartments on the south side between 

Okemos Road and Lac Du Mont 
 Sample of tree species are Locust, Norway Maple, Sassafras, etc. 
 Request for reconsideration of the ICRD’s policy on tree replacement if Proposal 1 passes 
 Board member suggestion that a retaining wall be built in front of the apartments to save 

some of the trees 
 ICRD’s recommendation from an engineering and construction point of view is to shift the 

road to the south in front of the apartments due to the cost and stability of building an 
embankment in the wetland 

 Retaining wall would have to be locally funded as ICRD has used all of its federal aid for this 
project 

 ICRD concern with the ends of the retaining wall being a clear zone hazard for traffic and 
bicyclists using the road, as well as the aspect of ongoing maintenance 

 Widening the road results in moving the one on two slope back 
 Need for keeping the slope at its current grade to prevent erosion 
 Public hearing on the proposed road improvements was held on June 19th at the Township 

Hall   
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It was the consensus of the Board to move the project forward with a goal to be more 
proactive with future road projects involving tree removal. 
       

B. Prosecution Services Contract 
Chief Hall summarized the two proposed prosecutorial services contracts as outlined in staff 
memorandum dated April 1, 2015. 
 
Board and staff discussion: 
 Both firms provided a contract cost of $80,000 
 Harkness Law Firm included the cost of forfeiture support at no additional cost 
 Harkness Law Firm included appeals in Circuit Court and litigation in the Court of Appeals, 

Supreme Court and federal court at no additional cost 
 Agreement signed in April, 2012 to extend the prosecutorial services contract through April, 

2015 
 Police Department has been satisfied with the work performed by Bodwin & Associates and 

the work performed by Cullen Harkness while employed by Bodwin & Associates on behalf 
of the Township 

 Cullen Harkness has a good working relationship with the Police Department and its officers 
in executing his prosecutorial duties on behalf of the Township 

 Two of the attorneys who have performed prosecutorial work on behalf of the Township will 
be leaving the Bodwin Firm 

 William Kim will become the lead prosecutor for the Bodwin Firm 
 Forfeiture proceedings were included in the contract price for the Harkness Law Firm and 

would not result in additional profit for the firm 
 Inquiry as to how the provision of providing prosecutorial services contained in the request 

for proposal (RFP) for the Township’s comprehensive legal services would “play out” 
 Discussion among the Legal Services Committee members resulted in a decision to separate 

the criminal legal services from the other aspects of legal services 
 Situation before the Board this evening is to decide whether to renew with the law firm or 

with the lawyer who prosecuted cases for the Township 
 Board member preference to wait on this decision until the Township’s general counsel is “on 

board” 
 Board member preference to wait to ascertain if the Township’s general counsel can perform 

the prosecutorial services at a cost savings 
 Process of bringing general counsel on board will not be completed until sometime in July 
 Prosecutorial services are highly specialized 
 Concern with the cost related to any general counsel performing prosecutorial services that 

has its offices outside of Ingham County 
 Board member understanding a consensus was reached at the last meeting to separate legal 

services in the areas of communications, labor and prosecution 
 Meridian Township’s LGBT non-discrimination ordinance language will be included in all 

future Township contracts 
 Both law firms used language from the 2012 contract for prosecutorial services, prior to the 

ordinance revision to add LGBT non-discrimination language 
 The appropriate LGBT non-discrimination language will be inserted in the contract for 

whichever law firm is selected 
 Explanation of staff and their duties at the Harkness Law Firm (prosecutorial, diversion 

programs, etc.) 
 Board choice between two (2) local law firms 
 Harkness Law Firm proposal does not charge “net proceeds” for forfeiture 
 Bodwin law firm will waive any forfeiture “reimbursement” and include forfeiture 

proceedings in the flat cost of its contract 
 Complexity of moving in one direction while dealing with multiple people interpreting the law 
 Current firm under contract with the Township represents two municipalities, Meridian 

Township and the City of Albion 
 The City of Albion has rescinded its contract with Bodwin & Associates and elected to have 

the Harkness Law Firm represent it 
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 Positive relationships currently exist between the prosecutor (Cullen Harkness) and Meridian 
Township police officers 

 Bodwin & Associates did not have a non-compete agreement in place with Cullen Harkness 
who is currently employed at Bodwin & Associates 

 
It was the consensus of the Board to place this item on for action at its April 21, 2015 Board 
meeting. 
 

C. Proposed Vendor Ordinance Amendments 
Manager Walsh summarized the proposed ordinance amendments as outlined in staff 
memorandum dated April 1, 2015. 
 
Board and staff discussion: 
 Concern Section 38-123 would make an ice cream truck which rings a bell or plays music 

“illegal” 
 Existing language has been in the code since 1974 
 Major change in the ordinance is the allowed hours for vending 
 Number of complaints lodged with the Township regarding vendors soliciting after dark 
 Designated hours will be pointed out to vendors when they pick up their licenses 
 Existing language regarding license application for purposes of information only 
 Possibility of changing the April 1st ending time of 8:00 P.M. to June 1st as children are still 

attending school and have earlier bedtimes 
 Each exception listed in Section 38-151(b) is a stand-alone exception 
 Inquiry if deleting “merchandise” and inserting “goods and services” includes door to door 

political campaigners 
 First amendment protects door to door campaigning activity 
 
It was the consensus of the Board to place this item on for action at its April 21, 2015 Board 
meeting. 
 

D. Township Owned Properties 
Manager Walsh summarized the overview of all Township owned properties which are currently 
receiving income as requested by a Board member at the March 17th Board meeting. 
 
Board discussion: 
 Possible future discussion whether to retain the property located on School Street in Haslett 

(next to the former Haslett library), as it was originally purchased for potential expansion of 
the former Haslett Library 

 Board member preference for the Township not to be in the landlord business 
 Location adjacent to the former Haslett Library makes this parcel more valuable as the 

Township owns both parcels 
 Concern with the liability associated with Township ownership of this parcel 
 A determination needs to be made as to plans for the former Haslett Library property 
 Former Haslett Library is currently being used to house required record retention and 

Township election materials 
 
 

E. Smith Drain Study 
Assistant Township Manager/Director of Public Works Derek Perry summarized the Ingham 
County Drain Commissioner’s (ICDC) request for a study of the Smith Drain due to the current 
and proposed development north of Jolly Road as outlined in staff memorandum dated April 1, 
2015. 
 
Board and staff discussion: 
 Smith Drain takes up a large area in the southern portion of the Township 
 ICDC office wishes to verify the status of the drain, the hydrological abilities of the drain and 

conduct a study 
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 ICDC is requesting Meridian Township advance $35,000 to the drainage districts for a study 
to move forward 

 ICDC would like to combine many “mini drainage districts” in the area 
 ICDC would like the Township to petition the ICDC for improvements to the drain as a result 

of any findings through the study 
 Of the $35,126 spent annually on the 43 “at-large” drains in Meridian Township, the Smith 

Drain portion is $1,467 
 Total amount paid to the ICDC annually for all drains (at large, petitioned  and Chapter 20 

drains) is $412,677 
 Request for staff to provide the amount of property owned by the Township within the Smith 

Drain Drainage District 
 Inquiry if it is necessary to perform a study on the entire Smith Drain, as some study should 

have taken place when Delta Dental expanded 
 Outcome of the study will answer the question on what portion of the drain will require work 
 
It was the consensus of the Board to continue discussion of this item at its April 21, 2015 
Board meeting. 
   

14. PUBLIC REMARKS 
Supervisor LeGoff opened and closed Public Remarks. 
 

15. FINAL BOARD MEMBER COMMENT 
 Trustee Wilson reported her attendance at the April 1st Groundwater Management Board (GMB) 

meeting where the Board voted to increase the Groundwater Management dues by 2.7% beginning in 
fiscal year 2016.  She added dues are based on population (the 2010 census data was used) which will 
increase Meridian Township’s dues to $13,374 (a $360 increase).  Trustee Wilson clarified GMB 
needs to maintain a fund balance for grant matching, as members derive benefits in the form of 
grants.  She stated the GMB will be reviewing its bylaws.   

 
Trustee Wilson reported the East Lansing-Meridian Water and Sewer Authority (ELMWSA) is part 
of the Drinking Water Consortium and has saved $27,000-$28,000 in the last year through 
participating as one of six members in the consortium who purchase water treatment chemicals at 
reduced costs.  She added a groundwater survey will be conducted to determine, from multiple water 
samples, the makeup and/or contaminants as the last one was performed in 1984.  Trustee Wilson 
reported five (5) Meridian Township residents received Environmental Stewardship Awards to honor 
their contributions to the conservation of natural resources and protection of the environment:  
Leonard Provencher, Dr. Susan Masten, Dianne Holman, Chris Berglund and Treasurer Brixie. 
 
Trustee Scales reported on the Board’s attendance at the March 31st groundbreaking ceremony for the 
new Central Fire Station.  He also reported several Board members attended the Michigan Municipal 
League (MML) Training Conference on March 24-25, 2015.  Trustee Scales noted his attendance at 
the Wardcliff Neighborhood Association meeting during which he identified issues of concern and a 
follow-up meeting with the Township Manager and staff to address some of those identified concerns, 
Lansing Regional Chamber of Commerce with Trustee Wilson to hear presentation by Township 
Treasurer Brixie, Police Recognition Ceremony with several other Board members on March 26th , 
Lake Lansing Road Diet meeting on April 1st with Treasurer Brixie and the April 7th Election 
Commission meeting. 
 
Trustee Scales named the members of Haslett High School Girls’ Basketball Team who reached the 
state Class B Finals this year. 
 
Trustee Veenstra reported his attendance at the regular meeting of the Tri-County Regional Planning 
Commission on March 25th, where a potential water trail on the Red Cedar River was discussed.  At 
that meeting, he learned the Ingham County Trails Millage will raise $3.2 million per year and a 
portion of that millage money should be spent on trails within the Township.  Trustee Veenstra 
suggested staff draft an ordinance to ban the feeding the deer.  He spoke to components of the sales 
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tax increase proposal, specifically the $300 million for education.  Trustee Veenstra requested more 
information about the BRT), suggesting the Board hold a public hearing on the BRT in the near 
future.  He addressed the letter from Richard Harrington relative to forfeiture cases, noting all nine 
cases mentioned were prosecuted by the Ingham County Prosecutor, and questioned whether the 
Township subsequently had the right to commence forfeiture in those cases. 
 
Treasurer Brixie added to her earlier quarterly report by stating there is currently an additional $2 
million in liquid savings earning 1% interest rate as the result of moving money last month from a 
lower interest investment to a higher interest investment.  She noted that money was not reflected in 
the quarterly report as that report was as of February 28, 2015.   
 

16. ADJOURNMENT 
Supervisor LeGoff adjourned the meeting at 9:22 P.M. 
 
 

 

                           

ELIZABETH LEGOFF           BRETT DREYFUS, CMMC 

TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR         TOWNSHIP CLERK 

 

Sandra K. Otto, Secretary 


