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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN PARK COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING
      Tuesday, July 8, 2025, 4:30pm
                        Service Center


REGULAR MEETING – 4:30PM

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER
1. Vice-chair called meeting to order at 4:30 PM. 

2. ROLL CALL
1. Present: Commissioners Lick, McDonald, Rambo and Stephens were present at roll call. 
2. Absent: Chair Nardo-Farris – excused. 
3. Staff present: Director Wisinski 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT
1. There was no public comment. 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
1. Commissioner Rambo moved to correct July Stewardship Calendars instead of April, under Communications. 
2. Commissioner McDonald moved to approve the agenda, as amended, Commissioner Stephens seconded. 

VOICE VOTE: Motion carried unanimously.

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. May 13, 2025 Park Commission Regular Meeting Minutes
1. Commissioner Stephens moved to approve the minutes of the May 13, 2025 meeting as presented, Commissioner McDonald seconded. 

			VOICE VOTE: Motion carried unanimously.

6. PRESENTATIONS
1. There were no presentations scheduled for the July 8, 2025 meeting. 

7. COMMUNICATIONS
A. July Stewardship Calendars
1. Director Wisinski updated the Park Commission on the current stewardship calendar, and remarked on the busyness of field season for the stewardship staff – nearly every day they are out in parks and preserves pulling invasive species and planting native plants. 
2. Director Wisinski also shared that it is summer camp season at Harris Nature Center, and that on Saturday, July 19, 2025 they will be hosting a campfire program called “All About Wild Canines”. Fall youth sports programs (soccer and flag football) registration opened up in early June. Summer concert series on Wednesday evenings is continuing until September, and there will be a special Children’s Concert on July 24, 2025. The Meridian Township Farmers’ Market is open on Wednesdays and Saturdays, and it is well-attended. Commissioner Lick appreciated the coffee options, and Commissioner Stephens remarked upon the variety and geographical location of where vendors are coming from. 
3. Commissioner Rambo moved to place the communications on file, and Commissioner Stephens seconded.
		
	VOICE VOTE: Motion carried unanimously. 

8. DISCUSSION ITEMS
A. Celebrate Meridian Recap
a. Chair Nardo-Farris, Commissioners McDonald, Stephens and Rambo all attended Celebrate Meridian on Saturday, June 28, 2025. Director Wisinski shared that planning for an event of this scale beginning in January in earnest and takes the coordination of several departments across the township, and that this event could not be put on without the enthusiastic help of both volunteers and staff. 
b. Commissioner Stephens inquired about drone show feedback, and Director Wisinski shared that feedback from the community was about a 50/50 split. Some residents were very excited about the drone show, noting the environmental impact, the inclusiveness for those with sensory processing issues, and pets, and others missed the nostalgia that a fireworks show can bring. Director Wisinski described the process of working with Firefly Drone Shows LLC, and improvements that can be made in the future regarding a drone show. 
c. Commissioner Lick asked if the Parks department could communicate before any event with loud noises (fireworks, bands, etc) for participants to use noise-canceling headphones. Director Wisinski shared that staff planned on providing ear plugs around the stage area at Celebrate next year. Commissioner Rambo commented on the seating at Celebrate, and suggested more seating near the food area. Commissioner McDonald discussed the performers, and expressed his gratitude for the police officers working the event. Director Wisinski offered to pass along his praise to Chief Grillo. 
d. Director Wisinski shared that there was over 70 community members who volunteered at the event – groups from 2|42 Community Church, the Rotary Club, Kiwanis, Scout Groups and individuals all gave time to make this event possible. Commissioner Lick asked how groups were recognized, and Director Wisinski shared that staff sent a follow-up email, and invited them to the Volunteer Thankquet in the fall. Commissioner Lick asked if a group with sustained commitment could be recognized at the Thankquet, and Commissioner Rambo suggested having a state representative write a thank you note to the groups. 
B. Park and Open Space Naming Policy
a. Director Wisinski shared some of the history regarding the current naming policy that was adopted in 2008, and about a recent discussion that caused the park commissioners to wish to revisit some aspects of the policy. Commissioner Lick, with the first review of the current policy, asked the commissioners to share their initial thoughts. 
b. [bookmark: _GoBack]Commissioner Rambo shared that the way the policy is currently written, it appears that the person being named would have to financially contributed, or have someone else financially contribute in their honor. Commissioner Stephens was on the Park Commission when it was introduced and adopted, and thought it was a good idea to re-visit it. Commissioner McDonald asked for a comparison of the current policy, and what is in place at the Michigan DNR and Huron-Clinton Metroparks with their property naming policies, and that the current policy is lengthy. Commissioner Rambo thought that the “sustained commitment” needed to be specific. Commissioner Lick agreed with the other commissioners’ comments, and thought that the arbitrary language should be codified into specific criteria for clarity when making decisions, noting that it can be difficult to say no to residents when they ask. 
c. Commissioner Lick suggested that there be a separate memorialization policy, and there was a consensus amongst the other commissioners. Commissioner Rambo suggested a catalog of items that could be placed in parks for memorialization. Director Wisinski noted that with every memorialization request, there is an increased stress on the maintenance staff, and that requests should consider the gift in perpetuity. 
d. Commissioner Stephens asked that the Park Commission to consider including the Land Preservation staff and advisory board in conversations, as they use the same policy for preserves, and there should be alignment. 



C. Cricket field update
a. Director Wisinski shared that she had recently met with Meridian Township’s Engineering Department to discuss a feasibility study, and that the teams are currently rotating different fields. Commissioner Stephens asked if there were any associations that may have knowledge of what companies other municipalities are using for feasibility studies. Director Wisinski agreed to look into it. 

9. ACTION ITEMS
1. There were no action items for consideration. 

10. DIRECTOR’S REPORT
A. Budget Updates
a. Director Wisinski shared that the Okemos Road Trailhead Project NRTF grant the department had applied for in the spring has still not been awarded, and the $150,000 allocated is a match to what they will award. If we do not receive funding in 2025, Director Wisinski will reapply in 2026. 
b. Director Wisinski provided an update on two capital improvement projects: Towner Road Park and Ottawa Hills Inclusive Playgrounds and shared renderings of the new playscapes from Sinclair Recreation. Commissioner Stephens noted that there was only one covered playscape, and that a sunscreen should be looked at if the plastic is too hot for play. Director Wisinski shared that they are working with Sinclair Recreation for a shade structure at Marshall Park as well. 
c. Director Wisinski spoke about the Red Cedar Waterway Project, and the installation of two EZ-Docks, one at Wonch Park, and the other potentially at Harris Nature Center. The one at Harris Nature Center will be difficult for ADA compliance based on the area, but the dock at Wonch Park will be one hundred percent ADA accessible. Director Wisinski then shared about partnering with the Michigan Waterway Stewards on a regional project called Autumn Anew in the fall. The Rotary Club of Haslett and Okemos are printing trailhead signs for installation at Harris Nature Center and Wonch Park. Commissioner Rambo asked about a proposed ramp map and more information about the Autumn Anew event when available. Commissioner Stephens had some questions about woody debris management, and dam removal at Michigan State University. A resident notification letter was prepared to be mailed out for awareness of the work being done on the river over the summer. 
d. Director Wisinski updated the Park Commission on the budgeted amount of money for cricket engineering and site prep, and noted most of the money would go towards a consultant, and will likely not cost the full amount. She also updated that the baseball field restoration was complete. Commissioner Stephens asked what material went on the fields, and Director Wisinski replied that most of the fields use Diamond Dust – a low-cost baseball dirt. 
B. Senior and Community Center Updates
a. Director Wisinski informed the Park Commission that there was not an update to share until the ballots are cast in the August election. Commissioner McDonald shared that he received his ballot in the mail, and had a few questions from residents. Director Wisinski highlighted the Frequently Asked Questions document on the Meridian Township website under the Community and Senior Center Proposal webpage. 
C. Red Cedar Water Trail Updates
a. Director Wisinski covered the Red Cedar Water Trail updates under the budget updates. 
D. Meridian Mall Parking Lot Repairs
a. Director Wisinski discussed the history of the agreement with Meridian Mall regarding two hundred parking spots, and how the management of the mall approached the Township about sharing in the cost of the parking lot replacement. Township staff is consulting with their legal representation to see what their options are. Commissioners Lick and Stephens asked about improvements to pedestrian traffic flow, and what influence the township could have on design if the township was funding in part. 


E. Marshall Park Update
a. Director Wisinski shared that she is waiting for the bioswale project to move forward. 

11. COMMISSIONER LIAISON REPORTS
A. Township Board Report – Chair Farris
1. Chair Farris was absent; therefore, she was not able to provide an update.
B. Land Preservation Report – Commissioner Stephens
1. Commissioner Stephens shared that the Land Preservation Advisory Board is working on an evaluation process to assess properties more efficiently. 
C. Environmental Commission Report – Commissioner McDonald
1. Commissioner McDonald was connected to the Environmental Commission Chair recently. 
D. Historical Village Report – Commissioner Rambo
1. Commissioner Rambo visited the Historical Village at Celebrate, and was following up with Holly Cordill, the executive director, afterwards. 
E. Nokomis Cultural Center – Commissioner Lick
1. Commissioner Lick did not have an update. 

12. PUBLIC COMMENT
1. There was no public comment. 

13. OTHER MATTERS AND COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS
1. Park Commissioners commented on the success of Celebrate Meridian, including the weather, amount of people, and volunteers for the event. Commissioner Lick reminded the commissioners that the next meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 12th, 2025 at the Service Center.  

14. ADJOURNMENT
1. The meeting was adjourned at 5:54 PM. 
    All comments limited to 3 minutes, unless prior approval for additional time for good cause is obtained.

Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact Parks & Recreation Director, Courtney Wisinski: 2100 Gaylord C. Smith Court, Haslett, MI 48864 or 517.853.4600 - Ten Day Notice is Required.

Meeting Location: Service Center, 2100 Gaylord C. Smith Court, Haslett, MI  48840
 Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community.
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