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EAST LANSING- Officials from the Lansing Board of Water & Light (BWL), City of East Lansing and City of Lansing 

announced plans today to build the first community solar parks in BWL's service territory. The announcement was held 

at East Lansing's Burcham Park , a retired landfill site and the proposed location of the first of the two community solar 

developments. 

Following completion of the East Lansing community solar park. the BWL and project partners intend to build a second 

community solar park adjacent to the BWL Wise Road Water Treatment Plant in Lansing. Each solar park is expected to 

produce 300 kilowatts of power. 

All BWL residential and commercial electric customers are eligible to participate in the community solar program. 

Community sola r allows participants to enjoy the benefits of solar power without having to install and maintain panels 

on their homes or businesses . 

Partic ipants in the BWL program will be able to lease a panel, or panels, for 25 years and receive credit on their BWL 

electric utility bill for the solar power their lease produces. The lease cost for a 300-watt solar panel is $399, which is a 

favorable industry price point. 

"The BWL is a leader in providing our customers with clean and green renewable energy," said Dick Peffley, BWL 

general manager. "The BWL was Michigan's first utility to adopt a renewable energy portfolio and initiate a 

comprehensive energy efficiency program. Our new Community Solar Program will continue to provide BWL customers 

with cleaner energy, as we remain committed to providing energy efficiency and renewable energy to our customers." 

The BWL has been a leader in implementing solar energy in Michigan with the largest municipally-owned solar array, a 

distributed solar energy program. and is in the process of contracting for a large utility-scale array . The BWL also 

provides its customers with wind energy from a wind park in Ithaca , Michigan. landfill gas energy from Granger waste 

facilities and hydro-electric power. BWL's state-of-the-art REO Town Cogeneration Plant is among the cleanest and 

most efficient in the country . 

Referring to the first BWL community solar park being developed in East Lansing. Mayor Nathan Triplett said, "East 

Lansing has made significant investments in energy efficiency, adopted groundbreaking policies that promote green 

Fourth Citizens Advisory 
Committee Meeting to be held in 
Lansing on Wednesday(/About-the­
BWL/News/Fourth-Citlzens-Advisory-
Committee-Meeting-to-be-held-in­
Lansing-on-Wednesday/) 
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Read more(/About-the-BWL/News/) 

https://www.ibwi.com/About-the-BWUNews/Community-Solar-Parks-to-be-Developed-in-Cities-of-East-Lansing-and-Lansing/ 1/2 
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procurement and sustainable building, and built a state-of-the-art, single-stream recycling program. This community 

solar park is yet another example of that continued leadership and commitment." 

"The community solar program is yet another shining example of regional cooperation and our collaborative efforts to 

make metro Lansing cleaner and greener," said Lansing Mayor Virg Bernero. "I am proud of BWL's continued 

commitment to clean, sustainable energy the community engagement process they recently launched to replace the 

coal-fired Eckert Power Station. There's no turning back on providing the cleaner and greener energy our citizens are 

asking for, and that's exactly what we are doing with this innovative solar program." 

The solar array will occupy approximately one acre in the 24-acre Burcham Park in East Lansing. The East Lansing and 

Lansing sites are slated to have 1,000 solar panels each, for a total of up to 300 kilowatts. The East Lansing community 

solar park will be leased to 80 percent capacity before construction begins. 

Other project partners include Patriot Solar Group, a solar developer, manufacturer and contractor based in Albion, 

Michigan; David Gard, LLC; Rich Vanderveen, Mackinaw Power LLC; and Michigan Energy Options, a nonprofit with 

offices in East Lansi ng and Marquette, Michigan. 

BWL electric customers can pre-register for the program by going to 

www. micommu nityso lar . o rg(http://www.mi communitysolar .org). 

Formal registration will follow later this year with pre-registrants being notified when leasing panels will be available. 

FACTS 

• Proposed solar array size for each site is 1,000 solar panels, each rated at 300 watts, for a total of 300 
kilowatts. 

• The first community solar park will be located at a retired landfill site at Burcham Park in East Lansing. 
, The second community solar park will be located adjacent to the BWL Wise Road Water Treatment Plant in 

Lansing. 
• The community solar arrays will occupy approximately one acre each. 
, Participants will sign a 25-year lease and pay an upfront cost of $399 per solar panel. Participants can lease 

more than one solar panel if they wish. 
, Annual electricity production of the Burcham Park community solar array will be about 385,000 kilowatt· 

hours, or enough to power 55 average households for a year. 
• BWL electric residential and commercial customers are eligible to participate in the community solar program 

whether or not if they are located in East Lansing or Lansing. 
• Pre-registration via micommunitysolar.org begins on Monday, October 19. Formal registration will follow later 

this year. 
• Construction will begin on the East Lansing project when at least 80 percent of the panels have been leased. 

The Lansing project will follow that. 

The community solar project has a website that provides details about how people can participate by leasing a panel or 

panels and explains the project in greater depth: www.micommunitysolar.org{http://www.micommunitysolar.org) . 

Email: info@micommunitysolar.org(mailto:info@micommunitysolar.org) 

Call : 517.337.0422 ext. 4 
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13. A 
MEMORANDUM 

TO: Township Board 

FROM: 

DATE: February 24, 2016 

RE: Travel Expense Policy 

The Travel Expense Policy was intrnduced to the Board at the January 26, 2016 Board 
meeting. At that meeting, I requested the Board members to read the policy and 
provide me with input. Trustee Scales offered to meet with me to discuss the policy. I 
met with him on February 11, 2016. 

There were four (4) specific areas addressed: (1) Redefined Purpose, (2) Eligibility, (3) 
Defined Meal Reimbursements, and (4) Consolidated In-county and Out-county 
Reimbursements. 

Attached is a second draft, with highlighted changes, for your review. 

Attachment: 
Travel Expense Policy - 2nd Draft 



Purpose 

MERIDIAN CHARTER TOWNSHIP TRAVEL EXPENSE POLICY 
2nd DRAFT 3/1/16 

It is the p'olicy of Meridian Charter Township to reimburse staff and Township Board Members 

for reasonable and necessary expenses incurred in connection with approved travel and 

attendance at conferences, training programs, and conducting business business meetings, etc., 

on behalf of the Township. Travelers seeking reimbursement should use a common sense 

approach and incur the lowest reasonable travel expenses and exercise care to avoid impropriety 

or the appearance of impropriety. Overnight travel expenses must be pre-approved by the 

Department Director and Township Manager. 

Authorization and Responsibility 

All overnight travel must be approved and authorized, and travelers should verify that planned 

travel is eligible for reimbursement before making travel arrangements. Prior to making 

arrangements, the Travel Expense Report Form must be authorized by the Director and the 

Township Manager. The Director and the Finance Director will review final expenses and may 

withhold reimbursement if there is reason to believe that the expenses are inappropriate. 6f 

mctravagant. 

Personal Funds: Eligible individuals . Travelers should review the above reimbursement 

guidelines before spending personal funds for business travel to determine if such expenses are 

reimbursable. The Director, Township Manager and/or the Finance Director reserve the right to 

deny reimbursement of travel or Township business related expenses for failure to comply with 

the policy. 

Vacation in conjunction with Township business travel: In cases where vacation time is added to 

a business trip, any increased cost variance in mileage, car rental, lodging, or airfare or other 

transportation must not be included on the Travel Expense Report. Receipts that include charges 

for personal time must clearly have the personal expenses broken out on them. For example, if 

an employee stays an extra night in a hotel, there must be documentation with the receipt 

breaking out business and personal nights. The Township will not pay for any personal expenses 

what-so-ever. 

Exceptions: On occasion, it may be necessary for eligible individuals travelers to request 

exceptions to the travel policy. Requests for exceptions must be made in writing and approved 

by the Township Manager. 
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Permissible prepaid expenses - Transportation, Conference or Training Registration, Lodging 

Before travel, the Township may issue prepayments for airfare or other transportation, car rental, 

lodging or conference/training program registration fees. These prepayments made be paid using 

a Township credit card. Sometimes, business related lodging, banquets or meals are included as 

part of the conference/training as part of the registration fees; however, only meals that are not 

included in the registration fees will be reimbursed. To clarify, if a specific meal (i.e., breakfast, 

lunch, or dinner) is provided in the registration fees, there will be no reimbursement if the 

traveler decides to eat elsewhere for that meal. 

Conference or Training Registration Fees not Pre-Paid 

If the conference or training fee was not prepaid for by the Township, these fees will be 

reimbursed, including business-related banquets or meals that are part of the conference 

registration. Original receipts to support the payment are required. If the conference does not 

provide a receipt, then a cancelled check, credit card slip, statement, or documentation that the 

amount was paid is required for reimbursement. See next section for processing 

reimbursements. 

Reimbursements 

Requests for reimbursements of overnight travel related expenses must be submitted on the 

Travel Expense Report. The Travel Expense Report must be completed and submitted within 30 

days of the event. All expenses incurred related to the approved travel are to be included on the 

Travel Expense Report and must be accompanied by original receipts. Travel Expense Reports not 

submitted within the 30 day timeframe are subject to the approval from the Township Manager. 

Traveling with a Township Credit Card 

Some travelers have Township issued credit cards. The Township issued credit card should be 

used to pay approved travel related costs whenever possible. The Travel Expense Report must 

be completed and submitted within 30 days of the event. All expenses incurred related to the 

approved travel are to be included on the Travel Expense Report. If there are any charges for 

which the Township issued credit card was not used that require reimbursement please include 

them on the Travel Expense Report as well. The back of the Travel Expense Report will have 

space to identify those charges that need to be reimbursed. This report must be accompanied by 

original receipts. Travel Expense Reports not submitted within the 30 day timeframe are subject 

to the approval of the Township Manager. 
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Travel Advances 

Cash advances may be authorized by the Township Manager for specific situations that might 

cause undue financial hardship for the traveler. These situations are limited to travel on behalf 

of the Township. The traveler must repay the Township for any advances in excess of the 

approved travel expenses. The Travel Expense Report must be completed and submitted within 

30 days of the event. All expenses incurred related to the approved travel are to be included on 

the Travel Expense Report and must be accompanied by original receipts. Travel Expense Reports 

not submitted within the 30 day timeframe require exception approval from the Township 

Manager. 

Meal Reimbursements Meals Per Diem 

A Per Diem overnight maximum of up to $39.00 $45.00 is reimbursable for approved overnight 

travel where meals are not provided. based on departure and return times over an entire 24 

hour period or prorated for conferences or training where business meals are not provided. 

Daily reimbursements where overnight travel is not required are as follows: Breakfast $7.50; 

Lunch $12.50; Dinner $19.00. 

Non-reimbursable expenses 

Alcohol is not to be included on any receipts using the Township credit card or any receipts being 

submitted for reimbursement. If the traveler purchases alcohol while traveling they must pay 

for it themselves on a separate check. Commuting between work and home, parking tickets, 

moving violations, other fines, clothing or personal grooming charges, laundry and dry cleaning, 

club memberships, child care, personal entertainment (i.e., in-theatre movies, hotel pay per view 

movies, social activities such as golfing, sightseeing tours, etc.) or other expenses not directly 

related to Township business travel. 

Mileage Reimbursement 

Whenever possible, a Township vehicle should be considered for Township business and travel 

use. If no Township vehicle is available, or if an employee chooses to drive a personal vehicle, the 

approved mileage will be reimbursed at the applicable Internal Revenue Service (IRS) mileage 

rate. All drivers must have a valid driver's license and auto insurance coverage for personal 

vehicles. 

Personal vehicle mileage reimbursement is meant to cover only those miles incurred above and 

beyond the traveler/employee/board member's normal commute from home to the Township 

offices. Reimbursement requests should indicate the purpose of the request and include the 

points of travel and the miles eligible for reimbursement. The reimbursement rate is determined 
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annually in January using the business rate per mile as established by the Internal Revenue 

Service (IRS). 

When mileage is incurred in conjunction with out of town travel, it should be reported on the 

Travel Expense Report along with all other travel related expenses. 

When mileage is incurred for approved local or single day travel, the Mileage Reimbursement 

Request form must be filled out and approved by the Department Director. Mileage 

Reimbursement Requests should be filled out as incurred. For those who travel often, the form 

should be filled out on a monthly basis. If the total reimbursement request is $30.00 or less it can 

be paid out of petty cash. The approved Mileage Reimbursement Request must be attached to 

the approved petty cash form. 

Taxation 

Determining which travel expense reimbursements are taxable is -outside the scope of the 

Meridian Charter Township Travel Expense Policy. This policy does not increase, lessen, or 

eliminate any tax_ liability imposed by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). Employee 

reimbursements are subject to tax reporting and withholding based on applicable tax regulations. 

For guidance on the appropriate tax treatment of expense reimbursements please refer to the 

IRS Guidelines or personal accountant. 
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13-B 
MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

Towns hip Board . 

·M't1.~~f{ 
Director of Community Planning and Development 

fl~~ 
Peter Menser 
Associate Planner 

February 25, 2016 

MUPUD Concept Plan - MARC/former Central Fire Station redevelopment 

The mixed use planned unit development (MUPUD) ordinance includes a prov1s1on for an 
applicant to submit a concept plan for concurrent review by the Planning Commission and 
Township Board. The review provides both the Planning Commission and Township Board an 
opportunity to offer comments and suggestions on the project design prior to formal MUPUD 
application. The review is informal; therefore a public hearing and associated noticing are not 
required. 

Property owner Evergreen Companies submitted a concept plan for a mixed use project on 
property located at the northwest corner of Okemos Road and Clinton Street. The properties are 
addressed as 4675 Okemos Road and 2150 Clinton Street. Evergreen Companies proposes to 
develop the property as a mixed use planned unit development (MUPUD). The overall project site 
is approximately 1.0 acre in size. 

The concept plan presented by the applicant shows an approximate 3,779 square foot addition to 
the existing 3,039 square foot MARC building, along with an additional 1,623 square foot covered 
patio addition. The building additions include an area for dining, kitchen space, entryway, and 
deliveries. A Tavern and Tap restaurant will occupy the renovated MARC building. The concept 
plan also shows a Phase 2 development of an 18 unit multiple family structure with parking below. 
No timeline for the construction of Phase 2 is identified. 

Some features of the concept plan include the closing of one existing curb cut on Okemos Road, 
a covered bicycle parking area in Phase 2, and bicycle parking spaces along Okemos Road. The 
developer has preliminarily indicated the area of the site planned for the multiple family structure 
will be used as surface parking until Phase 2 is constructed. 



Concept Plan Review - MARC/former Central Fire Station 
Township Board (2/25/16) 
Page 2 

FUTURE LAND USE MAP 

The properties in the project area are designated on the Future Land Use Map from the 2005 
Master Plan as Institutional. 
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ZONING MAP 

The project area is located in the C-2 (Commercial) zoning district. 



Concept Plan Review - MARC/former Central Fire Station 
Township Board (2/25/16) 
Page 3 

Utilities 

Both public sewer and water are available to serve the proposed development. 

Floodplain and Wetlands 

The project area is located near the Red Cedar River, which has both floodplain fringe and 
floodway. Floodplain does not extend onto the. project site. There are no wetlands on the site. 

Project Analysis 

The applicant is proposing to develop the site using the mixed use planned unit development 
(MUPUD) process. A MUPUD is permitted is in the C-2 (Commercial) zoning district when public 
water and sewer is available. The concept plan shows a total of 18 residential units spread over 
approximately 1.0 acre, resulting in an overall residential density of 18 dwelling units per acre 
(du/a). 

Under traditional zoning the total parking requirements for the project is 194 spaces, which 
includes both the restaurant and future apartment building. There are 63 parking spaces provided 
on the concept plan. The MUPUD ordinance allows for flexibility on parking requirements, so the 
final parking requirement will be decided during formal review by the Township Board. A 
reduction of required automobile parking spaces for providing bicycle parking spaces will also be 
considered. 
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The applicant is scheduled to present th!? concept plan to the Economic Development Corporation 
on March 3, 2016, the Downtown Development Authority (DOA) on March 7, 2016, and the 
Planning Commission on March 14, 2016. If the applicant decides to move ahead with the project 
a formal public hearing will be scheduled with the Planning Commission and required public 
notices will be sent out. In a MUPUD the Planning Commission makes a recommendation on the 
project and the Township Board makes the final decision. 

Township Board Option 

The Township Board may comment and/or offer suggestions on the project design. 

Attachment 
1. Preliminary site plans and rendering. 

G:\Community Planning & Development\Planning\MIXED USE PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENTS (MUPUD)\2016\MARC CONCEPT PLANIMARC 
concept.pc1 .doc 
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MEMORANDUM 
TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

Township Bore{ 

<C::> , .. _. \J -2:5 
Derek N. Perry, Assistant Township Manager 
Director of Public Works & Engineering 

February 25, 2016 

Township Pathway Master Plan 

13. c. 

As its been several years since the Pathway Master Plan has been reviewed by the 
Township Board, we thought it was appropriate that it be presented for comments, 
potential revisions and ultimately affirmation, by the Board and key stakeholders in the 
community. As the Township Board is aware, the pathway and trail systems in Meridian 
Township are used frequently and continue to receive strong support from the residents. 
With the upcoming expiration of the pathway millage this year, it's increasingly important 
that a review occur so that the updated plan for the pathway system reflects what the 
resident's desire and will ultimately continue to embrace and support. 

Attached with this memo is the current plan. As you review it you will notice several 
existing gaps on the pathway system as well as the proposed Michigan State University 
(MSU) river trail connector to Lake Lansing. This river trail is highly supported regionally 
and is our number one priority as we seek funding from the Ingham County Parks and 
Trail millage for its construction. We also feel that the existing gaps should continue to 
receive priority for construction in the plan update. 

The dedicated pathway millage of 0.2774 generated approximately $430,000 dollars in 
2015 and as a stable funding source provided the dollars to fund the construction of 
such projects as the pedestrian bridge over the Red Cedar River on Okemos Road and 
closing the gap on Haslett Road between Okemos Road and Bayonne Avenue in 2015. 
As you review the Pathway Master Plan it's important to remember that this dedicated 
funding source is what has allowed most of this extensive pathway network to be 
possible. 

Because input from the various stakeholders is critical to achieve the best plan update, 
we are recommending a schedule that offers multiple options for comments from the 
public be used to develop the Master Plan update. At the next Township Board meeting 
in March (3/15/16), we will be recommending that a public hearing be set to approve the 
updated plan in May. This will allow all of April for the gathering of opinions and meeting 
with groups strongly interested in the plan. In addition, the Township Park Commission 
will review and offer comments in March and April and staff will also be meeting with the 

Township Board 
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Friends of Meridian Township Pathways in early April. We expect both stakeholder 
groups to provide valuable input to the process of updating the Pathway Master Plan. 

Attachment: Pedestrian Bicycle Pathway Map 

Township Board 
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