
 
 

 
 
 
All comments limited to 3 minutes, unless prior approval for additional time for good cause is obtained from the Supervisor. 
Appointment of Supervisor Pro Tem and/ or Temporary Clerk if necessary.  
 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the Meridian Township Board by contacting:  
Township Manager Frank L. Walsh, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864 or 517.853.4258 - Ten Day Notice is Required.  
Meeting Location: 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Ml 48864 Township Hall 
 
 
Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

 
 

AGENDA 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN  
TOWNSHIP BOARD – REGULAR MEETING 

February 19, 2019 6:00 pm 

 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INTRODUCTIONS 

3. ROLL CALL 

4. PRESENTATION 

5. CITIZENS ADDRESS AGENDA ITEMS AND NON-AGENDA ITEMS* 

6. TOWNSHIP MANAGER REPORT 
7. BOARD MEMBER REPORTS OF ACTIVITIES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A. Treasurer’s Quarterly Report-Phil Deschaine 

 

8. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

9. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Communications 

B. Minutes-February 5, 2019 Regular Meeting 

C. Bills 

D. No Parking Traffic Control Order-2019-1 

E. Board Meeting Schedule Change 

 

10. QUESTIONS FOR THE ATTORNEY 

11. HEARINGS (CANARY) 

A. Sierra Ridge #2 & #3 Streetlighting-SAD 426 

 

12. ACTION ITEMS (PINK) 

A. Rezoning #18140 (Hitch)- Final Adoption 
B. Medical Marihuana Non-Zoning Ordinance-Introduction 

C. Park Commission Appointment 
D. Resolution to Revise Poverty Exemption Application and Guidelines 

E. Grand River Water Main Extension- SAD #49- Resolution #4 

 

13. BOARD DISCUSSION ITEMS (ORCHID) 

A. Rezoning #18160 (Giguere)  

B. Rezoning #18150 (Township Board) 

C. Sierra Ridge #2 & #3 Streetlighting-SAD 426 

D. Village of Okemos Concept Plan 

  

14. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

15. OTHER MATTERS AND BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

16. ADJOURNMENT 

17. POSTSCRIPT-RONALD J. STYKA 
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CLERK'S OFFICE BOARD 
COMMUNICATIONS 
February 19, 2019 
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Riley Millard

From: Betty A Simon <dbsimon1@comcast.net>
Sent: Thursday, February 7, 2019 3:46 PM
To: Board
Subject: Marijuana locations

To whom it may concern, 
 
I live near the Lake Lansing and Park Lake intersection.  I have great concerns about the 
locations being so close to my home. 
 
First, will any of the locations be for growing the plants?  I am allergic to / sensitive to the 
smell of marijuana.  I am not familiar with the harvesting and growing of these plants, but if 
they give off any odor, I am afraid that it will affect my health.   
 
Next, I am concerned about what these locations will do to the value of my home, the 
possible increase in theft, and the cost to me of added security.  Also, what security will be 
around the marijuana locations? 
 
I am also concerned about the locations near MSU student apartments and housing. 
 
And last, I am concerned about traffic, as the addition of Costco has created a large 
increase in the number of vehicles in the area, which has been problematic.  Will these 
marijuana locations also add to our already congested roads?  I understand that it is illegal 
to drive under the influence, but that has not stopped drunk driving so will our area roads 
become more dangerous than they already are? 
 
 
Thank you for your time concerning this matter. 
Sincerely, 
Betty Simon 
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Riley Millard

From: Donna Rose <wild-rose@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2019 5:33 PM
To: Board
Cc: hudson.kc@live.com
Subject: For Next Board Packet  - CATA & Redi Ride

Dear Board, 

Just writing with a couple of items. First, I wanted to let you know I was able to bring to CATA an opportunity to apply 
for a Michigan Mobility Challenge Grant through MDOT called the Looking Bus. CATA was chosen to receive funding for 
this grant. CATA will be the very first transportation authority in the country to promote better fixed route bus service to 
folks who are blind or visually impaired by testing this service beginning approximately in April. 

The Looking Bus tags bus stops so they can be easily located by blind and visually impaired smart phone users and 
drivers are alerted they are waiting at a stop. Riders can make a reservation at a stop from which they want to travel and 
also tell the system where they wish to get off the bus as well. 
One of the biggest challenges for those who are blind is locating bus stops and then relying on the driver to remember 
the stop where they wish to deboard the bus. It is also a challenge for sight impaired folks when a bus stop has more 
than one bus serving it. All of this will become easier for the rider using the Looking Bus. This is an exciting innovation 
and CATA will be testing this service on routes #1, #24 and MSU campus #30 routes. 

Last week they invited several folks to a focus group to discuss aspects of this service with riders and potential riders 
who might be willing to try it out. I am very proud of CATA for taking this important step to help people who are blind 
and visually impaired have better access to fixed route service. It could open up a lot more spontaneous travel options in 
our region for those who have vision deficits. 

On another note. I can't forget about Meridian Redi Ride. I am extremely disappointed Karla Hudson is the only 
Commissioner on the Meridian Transportation Commission who actually uses the services of CATA. The current 
appointment of another non‐user seems to make the hope of fixing issues confronting riders who use Redi Ride 
impossible. It has been proven to me automobile drivers cannot understand or empathize with people who have to 
schedule their transit in advance in order to conduct their daily lives. 
You can't walk in these shoes if you don't! The male members of the Commission, which comprise all of the other 
members, understand roads because they drive on them. They become very animated and know exactly what to do in 
order to improve them. Redi Ride is foreign to them, and Karla Hudson is the only person who can explain the service 
and how it should run. 
The lack of diversity on this Commission seems to promise another millage with the same old service. Frankly, I don't 
want to pay for this service any longer in its current configuration. It duplicates Spectran for over half its users, except 
for the price. And it is usually more difficult to book than Spectran because it often requires scheduling days ahead, 
especially if you need a ride in the afternoon. I believe we need to make it a truly same day service as it was promised to 
us in the beginning. Then it would be more convenient and be different from Spectran which requires making an 
appointment at least a day ahead. There are just too many other possibilities to improve the service and make it easier 
to use by cooperating with CATA to learn of important options and break‐throughs in door to door transit, then to 
continue down the same old road. Commissioner Hudson has tried to educate the other Commissioners as to these 
possibilities, but only one or two other Commissioners seem to get it. 
Riders are depending on Commissioner Hudson and me to make this service work better for them. But our mission 
seems likely to fail. 

Go bravely, 
Donna Rose, Meridian Township CATA Board Representative 6207 Cobblers Dr. 
East Lansing, MI 48823 
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Riley Millard

From: ann baker <writeannlynn@hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 13, 2019 11:35 AM
To: Board
Subject: website

Dear Members of the Board. 

This is a late Email as I intended to write this a while ago.  
The Previous Township Website had useful maps with lots of  
detail. The new website lacks good information. 

Given our township crosses other boundaries with East Lansing etc,  
a detailed map (s) outlining where and what is in the township is being requested. 
I needed this for insurance purposes. There are very important reasons why  
we need to be able to access this information. Therefore having someone at the  
helm who can think a little more seriously about the importance of our Website overall and  
not just about the important maps  is vital to the overall functioning and ease of communicating with the 
public.  

thank you 
Ann 
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Riley Millard

From: ann baker <writeannlynn@hotmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 14, 2019 11:43 PM
To: Board
Subject: meridian website continued

Dear Board Members  
 
in addition to the missing maps, over abundance of detailed non useful  information does it not bother any 
board member that their names are barely legible, there is no photo connecting names of important officials 
to their photo because there are no photos  and that the one Board group pic does not identify who is who 
either?  
 
Please put more useful information like a good map outlining the boundaries of the township some useful pics 
and with good contact information more detailed information that few people may be seeking from their 
government could be obtained from a good contact source for that.  
 
but lets see what this township looks like ON THE MAP and what its boundaries are, who the board members 
are (in readable fonts) and what they look like. etc etc 



Riley Millard

From: Brett Dreyfus
Sent: Wednesday, February 13, 2019 4:44 PM
To: Riley Millard
Subject: FW: Rural Economic Development Innovation (REDI): Webinar and Applications

From: Morrone, Vicki [mailto:sorrone@msu.edu]  
Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2019 2:13 PM 
To: Township Board <Townshipboard@meridian.mi.us> 
Subject: FW: Rural Economic Development Innovation (REDI): Webinar and Applications 

Hi Im one of the victims who cannot access Verizon internet without paying excessive hookup charges. Given that all TAX 
PAYING residents have the right to services afforded by the township isn’t it time that the township board work to help 
us improve the situation. Why not apply for a Rural Economic Development Initiative grant to make this happen. There is 
a webinar you can watch to learn how to apply. I mean this grant and others through the USDA are funded by our tax 
monies, so once lets have it help the tax payers and get us affordable internet service! 
Vicki Morrone 
Organic Farming Specialist 
Center for Regional Food Systems at Michigan State University 
480 Wilson Rd 
East Lansing, MI 48824 
517‐282‐3557 (cell) 
sorrone@msu.edu 
www.MichiganOrganic.msu.edu 
sorrone11 (skype) 
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PROPOSED BOARD MINUTES 

PROPOSED MOTION: 

Move to approve and ratify the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 
February 5, 2019 as submitted. 

ALTERNATE MOTION: 

Move to approve and ratify the minutes of the February 5, 2019 Regular 
Meeting with the following amendment(s):  
[insert amendments] 



CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 
TOWNSHIP BOARD REGULAR MEETING   -DRAFT- 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos MI 48864-1198 
853-4000, Township Hall Room  
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2019   6:00 pm. 
 
PRESENT: Supervisor Styka, Clerk Dreyfus, Treasurer Deschaine, Trustees Jackson, Opsommer, 

Wisinski 
 
ABSENT: Trustee Sundland 
 
STAFF: Township Manager Walsh, Director of Public Works Perry, Police Chief Plaga, 

Information Technology Director Gebes, Community Planning Director Kieselbach, 
Fire Chief Hamel, Principal Planner Menser, Communications Director Guthrie, 
Economic Development Director Buck 

 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
 

Supervisor Styka called the meeting to order at 6:02 pm. 
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Supervisor Styka led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. ROLL CALL 
 

The Recording Secretary called the roll of the Board. 
  
4. PRESENTATIONS 
 

A. Citizen Survey Results 
 
Assistant Township Manager Perry provided a summary of the results collected from the 2018 
Citizen Survey. 
 

B. 2018 Township Annual Report 
 

Township Manager Walsh provided details on the 2019 Township Annual Report; available online, 

at Township buildings, and at local libraries. 
 

C. ADDED – Recognition of Parks and Recreation Director LuAnn Maisner 

 

Director Maisner was recognized for receiving the prestigious Michigan Recreation and Park 

Association Fellowship Award. 

 

5.     CITIZENS ADDDRESS AGENDA ITEMS AND NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

 
Supervisor Styka opened public remarks at 6:26 pm. 
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Lynne Page, 3912 Raleigh Dr., Okemos; spoke in opposition to the Medical Marihuana Non-Zoning 
Ordinance (Agenda Item 12C). 
 
Tom Hitch, 601 Abbot Rd., East Lansing; spoke in support of Rezoning #18140 (Hitch) – 
Introduction (Agenda Item 12B). 
 
Randy Kindy, 5642 Creekwood Ln., Haslett; spoke in support of the Copper Creek mediation efforts 
(non-agenda) and PUD #18014 (Haslett Holding LLC) Copper Creek (Agenda Item 12A). 
 

Supervisor Styka closed public remarks at 6:34 pm.  
 
6. TOWNSHIP MANAGER REPORT 

 
Township Manager reported: Farmer’s Market relocation update, MSU Sustainability 
Department meeting, Citizen Survey to be shared, upcoming Village of Okemos concept plan, 
Parks Commission appointment, Robin’s Way rezoning. 

 
7. BOARD MEMBER REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Clerk Dreyfus reported: 

 Was asked to join the Michigan Municipal League Elections & Municipal Services 
Committee; provided first meeting details. 

 
Trustee Jackson reported: 

 Attended Lansing Economic Area Partnership meeting; discussed local economic growth. 
 
Treasurer Deschaine reported: 

 Taxes due February 14th; postmarks not accepted, drop-box available, auto-pay/credit card 
payment available. 

 Attended Transportation Commission meeting; discussed future of CATA Redi-Ride. 
 Attended Capital Area Treasurer’s Association meeting. 
 Economic Development Corporation meeting at 7:30 am, February 7th. 

 
Trustee Opsommer reported: 

 Township recently accepted Marketplace on the Green donation from Walmart Foundation. 
 
Trustee Wisinski reported: 

 Attended the recognition event for Director Maisner. 
 Announced current Park Commission opening. 
 Attended the North Meridian Road Park Pavilion ribbon cutting and sledding event. 
 Patronicity fundraiser for Marketplace on the Green continues until February 8th. 

 
Supervisor Styka reported: 

 Attended CIA meeting; survey to businesses along GR corridor. 
 Announced the Chinese New Year celebration at the Meridian Mall, February 6. 
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8. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Trustee Opsommer moved to approve the Agenda as presented.  Seconded by Trustee 
Jackson. 
 
VOICE VOTE:  Motion carried  6-0   
 
9. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Supervisor Styka reviewed the consent agenda. 
 
Clerk Dreyfus moved to adopt the Consent Agenda as presented. Seconded by Trustee 
Jackson. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Treasurer Deschaine, Clerk Dreyfus, Trustees Wisinski, Opsommer, 
  Jackson, Supervisor Styka 
 

NAYS: 
   Motion carried  6-0   
 

A. Communications 
 
Clerk Dreyfus moved that the communications be received and placed on file and any 
communications not already assigned for disposition be referred to the Township Manager or 
Supervisor for follow-up.  Seconded by Trustee Jackson. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Treasurer Deschaine, Clerk Dreyfus, Trustees Wisinski, Opsommer, 
  Jackson, Supervisor Styka 
 

NAYS: 
   Motion carried  6-0   
  

B. Minutes   
 
(1) January 22, 2019 Regular Meeting 

 
Clerk Dreyfus moved to approve and ratify the minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 22, 
2019 as submitted. Seconded by Trustee Jackson. 
 

(2) January 15, 2019 Joint Meeting 
 

Clerk Dreyfus moved to approve and ratify the minutes of the Joint Meeting of January 15, 
2019 as submitted. Seconded by Trustee Jackson. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Treasurer Deschaine, Clerk Dreyfus, Trustees Wisinski, Opsommer, 
  Jackson, Supervisor Styka 
 

NAYS: 
   Motion carried  6-0 
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C. Bills 
 
Clerk Dreyfus moved to approve that the Township Board approve the Manager’s Bills as 
follows, seconded by Trustee Jackson: 
 
 
  Common Cash       $            266,972.40 
  Public Works       $               18,344.22 
  Trust & Agency      $        1,741,166.35 
      Total Checks   $        2,026,482.97 
  Credit Card Transactions     $                 7,181.71 
  Jan. 18th to Jan. 31st       
      Total Purchases  $        2,033,664.68 
  ACH Payments      $            757,923.20 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Treasurer Deschaine, Clerk Dreyfus, Trustees Wisinski, Opsommer, 
  Jackson, Supervisor Styka 
 

NAYS: 
   Motion carried  6-0  
   

D. Okemos Boardwalk Project Bid Approval 
 
Clerk Dreyfus moved to approve the 2019 Okemos Road Boardwalk project contract to 
Eastern MI Contracting in the amount of $886,620.00, and authorize Assistant Township 
Manager, Derek Perry, to sign the contract. Seconded by Trustee Jackson. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Treasurer Deschaine, Clerk Dreyfus, Trustees Wisinski, Opsommer, 
  Jackson, Supervisor Styka 
 

NAYS: 
   Motion carried  6-0 

 
E. Georgetown #4 SAD – Resolution #4 

 
Clerk Dreyfus moved to approve Georgetown #4 Public Streetlighting Improvement Special 
Assessment District #427- Resolution #4, which sets a public hearing for March 5, 2019, for 
the purpose of reviewing and hearing objections to the special assessment roll. Seconded by 
Trustee Jackson. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Treasurer Deschaine, Clerk Dreyfus, Trustees Wisinski, Opsommer, 
  Jackson, Supervisor Styka 
 

NAYS: 
   Motion carried  6-0 

  
10. QUESTIONS FOR THE ATTORNEY – NONE  
 
11. HEARINGS - NONE 
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12. ACTION ITEMS 
 

A. PUB #18014 (Haslett Holding LLC) Copper Creek 
 
Trustee Jackson moved to adopt the resolution approving Planned Unit Development 
#18014. Seconded by Treasurer Deschaine. 
 
Board discussion: lot size/set-back waivers, standards of emergency roads, type of emergency road 
construction, paved vs unpaved, use of pedestrian pathway,  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Opsommer, Jackson, Wisinski, Supervisor Styka, 
  Clerk Dreyfus, Treasurer Deschaine 
 

NAYS: 
   Motion carried  6-0 

 
B. Rezoning #18140 (Hitch) – Introduction 

 
Trustee Jackson moved to adopt the resolution to introduce Rezoning Petition #18140 for 
publication and subsequent adoption. Seconded by Trustee Wisinski. 
 
Board discussion: other possible rezoning options., fittingness of Office and Professional zoning.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Clerk Dreyfus, Supervisor Styka, Treasurer Deschaine,  
  Trustees Opsommer, Jackson, Wisinski 
 

NAYS: 
 

   Motion carried  6-0 
 

C. Medical Marihuana Non Zoning Ordinance – Introduction 
 
Clerk Dreyfus moved to approve the resolution for the introduction of the amendment to the 
Code of Ordinances to add Chapter 40 Commercial Medical Marihuana Facilities and amend 
the Township Fee Schedule to include an Initial Application Fee of $5,000 and 
Annual/Renewal Application Fee of $5,000. Seconded by Trustee Opsommer. 
 
Board discussion:  Board began official community discussion on marijuana at August 8, 2018 
Board meeting, concerns extensively discussed include odor, location of facilities, proximity to 
neighborhoods, number of provisioning centers, safety, economic factors, election results in 
Meridian Township: 2008 – 64% voted yes for medical marijuana, 2018 – 60% voted yes for 
recreational marijuana, Police Chief opinion, processing and secure transporting operation permits 
vs. market demand, prequalification from LARA, specifications of future zoning ordinance. 
 
Treasurer Deschaine moved to reduce Processor Permits and Secure Transporter Permits 
on Page 3, Section 40-28(2) from “6” to “3” permits. Seconded by Trustee Opsommer. 
 
VOICE VOTE ON AMENDMENT:  Motion carried  6-0 
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Trustee Opsommer moved to add language on Page 5, Section 40-30(1)(c)(1)(ii) after 
“Documentation sufficient to prove that an owner…” that reads “…or a combination of 
owners…” Seconded by Treasurer Deschaine. 
 
Board discussion: wording of amendment, residency requirements.  Specific language to be 
provided by attorney. 
 
VOICE VOTE ON AMENDMENT:  Motion carried  6-0 
 
Trustee Opsommer moved to have Township attorneys consider adding language in the 
ordinance to set a time-limit for submitting pre-qualification to the Department of Licensing 
and Regulatory Affairs before applying with the Township. Seconded by Trustee Deschaine. 
 
Trustee Opsommer withdrew his motion to amend. Seconded by Treasurer Deschaine. 
 
Motion withdrawn. 
 
Trustee Opsommer moved to add language on Page 5, Section 40-30(1)(c)(1)(iii) after “…30 
months after issuance of the Permit” that reads “…and final qualification through the 
Department” Seconded by Treasurer Deschaine. 
 
Board discussion: Application time-limit language, set date vs period after application, existing pre-
qualification requirement, number of months required to maintain business before selling.  
Attorney to provide language consistent with motion. 
 
VOICE VOTE ON AMENDMENT:  Motion carried  6-0 
 
Trustee Opsommer moved to have Township attorneys consider adding a provision that 
states the Township does not accept any “provisional qualification” from The Department of 
Licensing and Regulatory Affairs. Seconded by Treasurer Deschaine. 
 
VOICE VOTE ON AMENDMENT:  Motion carried  6-0 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE ON ORIGINAL MOTION:  

 
YEAS: Trustees Wisinski, Jackson, Opsommer, Supervisor Styka, 
 Treasurer Deschaine, Clerk Dreyfus 

    
NAYS: 

 
   Motion carried  6-0  

    
D. Resolution Commemoration Black History Month 

 
Trustee Wisinski moved to approve the resolution commemoration Black History Month. 
Seconded by Treasurer Deschaine. 
 
Board discussion: Trustee Wisinski read the resolution. 
 
VOICE VOTE:  Motion carried: 6-0  
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E. ZBA Appointment 

 
Treasurer Deschaine moved to approve the appointment made by Supervisor Styka of Rick 
Shafer, as an alternate, to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a 3-year term ending 12/31/2021. 
Seconded by Trustee Opsommer. 
 
VOICE VOTE:  Motion carried: 6-0   
 

F. Resolution Approving Interlocal Tax Sharing Agreements 
 
Trustee Opsommer moved to adopt the resolution approving the Interlocal Tax Sharing 
Agreements. Seconded by Trustee Jackson. 
 
Board discussion: Support of downtown redevelopment, Tax Increment Financing (TIF) plan 
should be presented after a concept plan is presented, scope of project can be concern, TIF can be 
effective tool,  DDA can’t be amended before a proposal, downtown Okemos developer identified, 
determining costs of environmental clean-up, taxing jurisdictions support, resolution allows 
entering into agreements with taxing jurisdictions, development plans will be reviewed by Board, 
TIF will allow for improvements regardless of Board’s acceptance of plan. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustee Opsommer, Treasurer Deschaine, Supervisor Styka, 
  Trustees Wisinski, Jackson 
 

NAYS: Clerk Dreyfus 
 

   Motion carried  5-1 
 

13. BOARD DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

A. Transportation Commission Recommendation on Local Road Millage 
 
Board discussion: Resolution passed by Transportation Commission, importance of road quality, 
support of 2 mills, support of achieving good/fair levels, Board evaluation at end of 10 years, 
current road millage is ¼ mill, positives of asset management plan, lack of statewide construction 
capacity, high interest from citizens, importance of millage education, use of new millage, road 
maintenance issues, analysis of road bed quality, proposed millage goal is all roads in Township at 
“good or better” within 10 years and ongoing maintenance. 
 
Board consensus to see this Agenda Item at a future Board meeting. 
 
14. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 

Supervisor Styka Opened Public Remarks at 8:29 pm. 
 
Lynne Page, 3912 Raleigh Dr., Okemos; stated that Board/public dialogue is important. Spoke in 
opposition to Agenda Item 12C.   
 
Chris Buck, 2442 Loon Ln., Okemos; spoke on the issue of the Interlocal Tax Sharing Agreement 
(Agenda Item 12F). 
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Supervisor Styka Closed Public Remarks at 8:32 pm. 
 
15. OTHER MATTERS AND BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
16. CLOSED SESSION – Review Pending Litigation 
 
Treasurer Deschaine moved the Township Board meet in closed session under sections 8E 
and H regarding settlement strategy in connection with Meridian Mall Limited Partnership v. 
Meridian Charter Township, and Michigan Department of Treasury as co-respondent, MTT 
Docket #18-001420.   Seconded by Trustee Jackson 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Clerk Dreyfus, Treasurer Deschaine, Supervisor Styka, Trustee 

 Jackson, Trustee Wisinski, Trustee Opsommer 
 

NAYS:  
 

Motion carried   6-0 
 
Supervisor Styka moved into closed session at 8:36 pm. 
 
Clerk Dreyfus moved to return to open session.  Seconded by Trustee Opsommer. 
 
VOICE VOTE:  Motion carried   6-0 
 
Supervisor Styka moved the meeting out of closed session at 8:38 pm. 
 
Clerk Dreyfus moved that the Township moved forward with the settlement agreement 
recommended during Closed Session.  Seconded by Trustee Deschaine. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Clerk Dreyfus, Treasurer Deschaine, Supervisor Styka, Trustee 

 Jackson, Trustee Wisinski, Trustee Opsommer 
 

NAYS:  
 

Motion carried   6-0 
 
17. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Trustee Opsommer moved to adjourn.  Seconded by Trustee Deschaine. 
 
VOICE VOTE:   Motion carried   6-0  
 
Supervisor Styka adjourned the meeting at 8:40 pm. 
 
 
 

 
___________                 _____________ 

                    RONALD J. STYKA, 
TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR 

 
____________               ________________ 

BRETT DREYFUS, 
TOWNSHIP CLERK 
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9. D 

To:  Board Members 

From: Ken Plaga, Chief of Police & Derek N. Perry, Assistant Township Manager 

Date:  February 15, 2019 

Re:  No Parking Traffic Order 

 

Township staff along with the Okemos Public Schools Transportation Director and the Ingham 

County Roads Department have identified the dead end of Sylvan Glenn Road as a location that 

requires no parking. 

To help improve vehicular traffic no parking will be allowed in the dead end cul-de-sac of Sylvan 

Glenn Road.  The restriction of parking will be to allow for unobstructed travel of school busses as 

well as County Road Department service vehicles.  The attached diagram and traffic control orders 

outline the roadway effected. 

 
 
A motion is prepared for Board consideration: 

MOVE TO APPROVE THE NO PARKING TRAFFIC CONTROL ORDER ON, OR ALONG THE 

CUL-DE-SAC AT THE EAST END OF SYLVAN GLEN ROAD PER ATTACHED PLAN. 

 

Attachments: 

1. Traffic Control Order 
2. Sylvan Glen Road Map 

 
 
 

 



Meridian Charter Township 
5151 Marsh Road 
Okemos, Ml 48864 

TRAFFIC CONTROL ORDER 
DATE: January 30, 2019 

TRAFFIC CONTROL ORDER#: 2019-1 

TYPE OF ORDER: NO PARKING RESTRICTION 

ROAD NAME: Sylvan Glen Road TOWNSHIP: MERIDIAN CHARTER 

SECTION: 35 INTERSECTION/ TERMINI: East of Dobie Road at cul-de-sac 

No Parking on, or along, the cul-de-sac at east end of Sylvan Glen Road per 
attached plan, in section 35, Meridian Charter Township, Ingham County, Ml. 

APPROVED BY THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN ON: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

/·~ ------· .,,·2~~ 
-£ 

Ch~efofPo~ 

Month, Date, Year 
Date 

Month, Date, Year Z/15} / q 
Date • 

Month, Date, Year '2/J 5 / 1 q 
Date 1 



1   R7-26 facing west back to 
back with R-7-67 facing east.
2   R8-3A back to back

1

2

2

2

2

2 2

1

O

O

O
O

O O
O

O

O

O
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9. E 

To:  Board Members 

From:  Brett Dreyfus, Township Clerk 

Date:  February 15, 2019 

Re:  Amendments to the 2019 Board Meeting Schedule 

 

The Okemos School District is placing a millage proposal on the ballot for the May 7, 2019 election. 
 
Additionally, there will potentially be a road millage proposal placed on the ballot for the August 6, 
2019 election. 
 
Since May 7 and August 6 are regularly scheduled Township Board meetings, I am proposing the 
following amendments to the 2019 Board Meeting Schedule that had been approved by the 
Township Board on November 8, 2018. 
 
Move to amend the 2019 Board Meeting Schedule by changing the Tuesday, May 7, 2019 
Regular Board Meeting to Thursday, May 9, 2019 and by changing the Tuesday, August 6, 
2019 Regular Board Meeting to Thursday, August 8, 2019. 
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To:  Township Board 
 
From:  Mark Kieselbach, Director of Community Planning and Development 
 
  Justin Quagliata, Assistant Planner 
 
Date:  February 14, 2019 
 
Re: Rezoning #18140 (Hitch) – Final Adoption  
 
 
The Township Board voted to approve for introduction the rezoning of 2530 and 2540 Jolly Road 
from RA (Single Family-Medium Density) to PO (Professional and Office) at its last meeting on 
February 5, 2019.  Attached for the Board’s consideration is a resolution for final adoption of 
Rezoning #18140.  As directed by the Board, the Clerk published the proposed ordinance as 
required. 
 
 Move to adopt the resolution for final adoption of Ordinance No. 2019-02 pursuant to 

Rezoning #18140. 
 
Attachment 
1.  Resolution to approve. 
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RESOLUTION TO APPROVE       Rezoning #18140 
 Hitch 

2530 and 2540 Jolly Road 
 FINAL ADOPTION 

 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
At a regular meeting of the Township Board of the Charter Township of Meridian, Ingham County, 
Michigan, held at the Meridian Municipal Building, in said Township on the 19th day of February, 
2019, at 6:00 p.m., Local Time. 
 
PRESENT: _______________________________________________________________                                                          
   
  ________________________________________________________________                                                        
  
ABSENT: ________________________________________________________________                                                        
 
 The following resolution was offered by ___________________ and supported by 
___________________. 
 

WHEREAS, Thomas Hitch requested the rezoning of two unplatted lots, approximately 2.87 
acres in total size, located at 2530 and 2540 Jolly Road from RA (Single Family-Medium Density) to 
PO (Professional and Office); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing and discussed the rezoning at its 
meeting on December 10, 2018 and recommended approval of the request at its meeting on 
December 17, 2018; and 
 
  WHEREAS, the Township Board discussed the rezoning at its meeting on January 22, 2019 
and has reviewed the staff and Planning Commission material forwarded under a cover 
memorandum dated January 16, 2019; and 
 

WHEREAS, the subject site meets or exceeds the minimum standards for lot area and lot 
width of the proposed PO (Professional and Office) zoning district; and 
 

WHEREAS, the proposed rezoning would result in a logical and orderly development 
pattern by providing a transition between Jolly Road commercial activity to the east and adjacent 
single family residential uses to the north and west; and 

 
WHEREAS, public water and sanitary sewer services are available to serve the subject site; 

and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township Board introduced Rezoning #18140 for publication and 

subsequent adoption at its meeting on February 5, 2019. 
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  NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN hereby FINALLY ADOPTS Ordinance No. 2019-02, entitled “Ordinance 
Amending the Zoning District Map of Meridian Township pursuant to Rezoning Petition #18140 
from RA (Single Family-Medium Density) to PO (Professional and Office).” 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the Charter Township of Meridian is directed 
to publish the Ordinance in the form in which it is adopted within 15 days of this meeting. 
 
 
ADOPTED: YEAS: ____________________________________________________                                                              
  
   ____________________________________________________                                                              
 
  NAYS: ____________________________________________________                                                              
 
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
    ) ss 
COUNTY OF INGHAM ) 
 
 I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Clerk of the Township of Meridian, Ingham 
County, Michigan, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and a complete copy of a 
resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Township Board on the 19th day of February, 2019. 
 
        

______________________________   
       Brett Dreyfus 
       Township Clerk 
 



 
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-02 

ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING DISTRICT MAP 
OF MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP 

PURSUANT TO REZONING #18140 
 
 The Charter Township of Meridian ordains: 
 
 Section 1. Amending the Zoning District Map. 

 A. The Zoning District Map of Meridian Township, as adopted in Section 86-312 of the 
Code of the Charter Township of Meridian, Michigan, as previously amended, is hereby amended by 
changing the RA (Single Family-Medium Density) District symbol and indication as shown on the 
Zoning District Map, for 2530 and 2540 Jolly Road, the property legally described as: 
 
A PARCEL OF LAND IN THE SOUTHEAST ¼ OF SECTION 32, T4N, R1W, MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP, INGHAM 

COUNTY, MICHIGAN, THE SURVEYED BOUNDARY OF SAID PARCEL DESCRIBED AS: COMMENCING AT THE 

SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID SECTION 32; THENCE S89°53’54”W ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID 

SECTION 32 A DISTANCE OF 20.00 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF THIS DESCRIPTION; THENCE  

S89°53’54”W CONTINUING ALONG SAID SOUTH LINE 475.00 FEET; THENCE N00°28’35”W PARALLEL 

WITH THE EAST LINE OF SAID SECTION 32 A DISTANCE OF 264.00 FEET; THENCE N89°53’54”E 

PARALLEL WITH SAID SOUTH LINE 475.00 FEET; THENCE S00°28’35”E PARALLEL WITH SAID EAST 

LINE 264.00 FEET THE POINT OF BEGINNING; SAID PARCEL CONTAINING 2.87 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, 
INCLUDING 0.35 ACRE, MORE OR LESS, PRESENTLY IN USE AS PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY; SAID PARCEL 

SUBJECT TO ALL EASEMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS IF ANY. 
 

to that of PO (Professional and Office). 
 
 Section 2. Validity and Severability.  The provisions of this Ordinance are severable and the 
invalidity of any phrase, clause or part of this Ordinance shall not affect the validity or effectiveness of 
the remainder of the Ordinance. 
 
 Section 3. Repealer Clause.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict therewith are 
hereby repealed only to the extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect. 
 
 Section 4. Savings Clause.  This Ordinance does not affect rights and duties matured, penalties 
that were incurred, and proceedings that were begun, before its effective date. 
 
 Section 5. Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be effective seven (7) days after its publication 
or upon such later date as may be required under Section 402 of the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act 
(MCL 125.3402) after filing of a notice of intent to file a petition for a referendum. 

 

_______________________________________                         _______________________________________ 
Ronald J. Styka, Township Supervisor  Brett Dreyfus, Township Clerk 
 
Legal description confirmed by:   
 
 
__________________________________________                       
Mark Kieselbach, Director    
Community Planning and Development 
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To:  Township Board 
 
From:  Mark Kieselbach, Director of Community Planning and Development 
 
Date:  February 14, 2019 
 
Re:  Medical Marihuana Non-Zoning Ordinance – Introduction 
 
 
The Township Attorney updated the definition of License so that prequalification, provisional 

licenses, or temporary licenses would not qualify as a valid License for a Commercial Medical 

Marihuana Facility.  With the change to the definition the restriction on the transfer of interest in 

the Permit Holder, Section 40-30 1.c.(1)(iii), and the issuance of a Permit, Section 40-30 7., would 

only start when the final License from the State was issued.   

 

The language in Section 40-30 1.c.(1)(ii) was modified to clarify that the Applicant or owners of at 

least 75% of the Applicant are current Township residents and were residents for at least twelve 

months prior to filing the Application. 

 

The revised ordinance is attached.  The following motion has been provided for the Board: 

 

• Move to approve the resolution for the introduction of the amendment to the Code of 
Ordinances to add Chapter 40 Commercial Medical Marihuana Facilities and amend the 
Township Fee Schedule to include an Initial Application Fee of $5,000 and 
Annual/Renewal Application Fee of $5,000. 

 
Attachments 
1. Resolution for Introduction. 

2. Non-Zoning Ordinance. 
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RESOLUTION TO APPROVE       Commercial Medical Marihuana Facilities 
(Township Board) 

INTRODUCTION 
 

RESOLUTION 
 

At a regular meeting of the Township Board of the Charter Township of Meridian, Ingham County, 
Michigan, held at the Meridian Municipal Building, in said Township on the 19th day of February, 
2019, at 6:00 p.m., Local Time. 
 
PRESENT:   _________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
  _________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
ABSENT:   _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 The following resolution was offered by ________________________________ and supported by 
______________________. 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township Board initiated an amendment to the Code of Ordinances to 
authorize the establishment of Commercial Medical Marihuana Facilities within the Township; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is the Township Board’s desire to regulate Commercial Medical Marihuana 

Facilities by requiring a permit and compliance with requirements as provided in the proposed 
ordinance, in order to maintain the public health, safety and welfare of the citizens, business 
owners and visitors to the Township; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proposed amendment provides standards and procedures for the review, 
issuance, renewal and revocation of Township issued permits for such facilities; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township Board deems it to be in the best interest of the residents, business 
owners and visitors to the Township to regulate the cultivation, distribution and use of Medical 
Marihuana permitted under the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act, Initiated Law 1 of 2008 in order 
to maintain public health, safety and welfare; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township Board amends the Township Fee Schedule to include an initial 
application fee of $5,000 and annual or renewal fee of $5,000 to defray the cost incurred by the 
Township for administration and enforcement of the Commercial Medical Marihuana Facilities 
Ordinance. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE CHARTER 

TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN hereby INTRODUCES FOR PUBLICATION AND SUBSEQUENT 
ADOPTION Ordinance No.               , entitled “Ordinance Amending the Code of the Charter 
Township of Meridian, Ingham County, Michigan, by adding Chapter 40, Commercial Medical 
Marihuana Facilities.” 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the Charter Township of Meridian is directed 
to publish the Ordinance in the form in which it is introduced at least once prior to the next regular 
meeting of the Township Board. 
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ADOPTED:   YEAS:  ________________________________________________________________________________  

 
   _______________________________________________________________________________  

 
  NAYS:  ________________________________________________________________________________  
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN  )  
    )ss 
COUNTY OF INGHAM ) 
 
 I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting clerk of the Charter Township of Meridian, 
Ingham County, Michigan, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a 
resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Township Board on the 19th day of February, 2019. 
 
 
       ___________________________________  
       Brett Dreyfus, Clerk 
                                                                                   Charter Township of Meridian             
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ORDINANCE NO.                          

 

ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, 

INGHAM COUNTY, MICHIGAN BY ADDING CHAPTER 40 COMMERCIAL MEDICAL 

MARIHUANA FACILITIES 

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN ORDAINS: 

 
Section 1.  Amendment to the Code of Ordinances by adding Chapter 40.  The code of 

the Charter Township of Meridian, Ingham County, Michigan, is hereby amended to add 
Chapter 40 entitled Commercial Medical Marihuana Facilities to read as follows: 
 

Chapter 40 

COMMERCIAL MEDICAL MARIHUANA FACILITIES 

 
ARTICLE I 
In General 

 
Section 40-1. through 40-25. (Reserved) 

 
ARTICLE II 

Commercial Medical Marihuana Facilities 

 
Section 40-26.  Title. 

 
This Chapter shall be known and cited as the “Commercial Medical Marihuana Facilities 
Ordinance of the Charter Township of Meridian.” 

 
Section 40-27.  Definitions. 

 

The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
APPLICATION means an Application for a Permit under this Chapter and includes all 
supplemental documentation attached or required to be attached thereto; the Person filing 
the Application shall be the proposed Permit Holder, who may also be referred to as the 
Applicant. 
 
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT means the Charter Township 
of Meridian Director of Community Planning and Development or his/her designee.   
 
COMMERCIAL MEDICAL MARIHUANA FACILITY or FACILITY means one of the following: 

 
(1) Provisioning Center, as that term is defined in the Medical Marihuana Facilities 

Licensing Act, Public Act 281 of 2016 (MMFLA); 
 
(2) Processor, as that term is defined in the MMFLA; 
 
(3) Secure Transporter, as that term is defined in the MMFLA; 
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(4) Grower, including Class A, Class B and Class C, as those terms are defined in the 
MMFLA; 

 
(5) Safety Compliance Facility, as that term is defined in the MMFLA. 
 
DEPARTMENT means the Michigan State Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs or 
any authorized designated Michigan agency authorized to regulate, issue or administer a 
Michigan License for a Commercial Medical Marihuana Facility. 
 
LICENSE means a current and valid License for a Commercial Medical Marihuana Facility 
issued by the Department. Prequalification, provisional licenses, or temporary licenses are 
not Licenses under this Chapter. 
 
LICENSEE means a Person holding a current and valid Michigan License for a Commercial 
Medical Marihuana Facility.  
 
MARIHUANA means that term as defined in Section 7106 of the Michigan Public Health 
Code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.7106. 
 
MEDICAL MARIHUANA means that term as defined in MCL 333.26423. 
 
PARAPHERNALIA means drug paraphernalia as defined in section 7451 of the Michigan 
Public Health Code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.7451, that is or may be used in association with 
Medical Marihuana. 
 
PATIENT means a “registered qualifying patient” or a “visiting qualifying patient” as those 
terms are defined by MCL 333.26421, et seq. 
 
PERMIT means a current and valid Permit for a Commercial Medical Marihuana Facility 
issued under this Chapter, which shall be granted to a Permit Holder only for and limited to 
a specific Permitted Premises and a specific Permitted Property. Said Permit shall be in 
addition to the special use permit required to be obtained under the Township Zoning 
Ordinance. 
 
PERMIT HOLDER means the Person that holds a current and valid Permit issued under this 
Chapter. 
 
PERMITTED PREMISES means the particular building or buildings within which the Permit 
Holder will be authorized to conduct the Facility’s activities pursuant to the Permit. 
 
PERMITTED PROPERTY means the real property comprised of a lot, parcel or other 
designated unit of real property upon which the Permitted Premises is situated. 
 
PERSON means a natural person, company, partnership, profit or non-profit corporation, 
limited liability company, or any joint venture for a common purpose. 
 
PUBLIC PLACE means any area in which the public is invited or generally permitted in the 
usual course of business. 
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REGISTRY IDENTIFICATION CARD means the document issued to a Patient or a Primary 
Caregiver and defined under MCL 333.26423(i). 
 
Section 40-28.  Permit Required; Number of Permits Available; Eligibility; General 

Provisions. 
 
1. The Township hereby authorizes the operation of the following types of Commercial 

Medical Marihuana Facilities, subject to the number of available Permits issued in 
this Section: 

 
a. Growers, Class A 

 
b. Growers, Class B 

 
c. Growers, Class C 

 
d. Processors 

 
e. Provisioning Centers 

 
f. Safety Compliance Facilities 

 
g. Secure Transporters 

 
2. The number of Commercial Medical Marihuana Facility Permits in effect at any time 

shall not exceed the following maximums within the Township:  
 

a. Grower Permits, Class A, Class B, and Class C: 3, regardless of type 
b. Processor Permits: 3 
c. Provisioning Center Permits: 6 
d. Safety Compliance Facility Permits: 6 
e. Secure Transporter Permits: 3 
f. No more than one Provisioning Center shall be located in any single Overlay 

Area except that if any Overlay Area has zero Provisioning Centers granted 
or under renewal and zero conditionally approved at the time set for the 
lottery, then a second Provisioning Center may be added to another Overlay 
Area.  No Overlay Area shall have more than two Provisioning Centers. 

 
3. No Person shall operate a Commercial Medical Marihuana Facility at any time or any 

location within the Township unless a currently-effective Permit for that Person at 
that location has been issued under this Chapter. 

 
4. Commercial Medical Marihuana Facilities shall operate only as allowed under this 

Chapter. 
 
5. The requirements set forth in this Chapter shall be in addition to, and not in lieu of, 

any other licensing or permitting requirements imposed by applicable federal, state 
or local laws, regulations, codes or ordinances. 
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6. An Applicant shall pay Application fees, annual fees, renewal fees and inspection 
fees for Permits to the Township to defray the costs incurred by the Township for 
inspection, administration and enforcement of the local regulations regarding 
Commercial Medical Marihuana Facilities. The Township Board shall by resolution 
set the fees in an amount not to exceed any limitations imposed by Michigan law. 

 
7. A Permit and a Renewal Permit shall not confer any vested rights or reasonable 

expectation of subsequent renewal on the Applicant or Permit Holder, and shall 
remain valid for one year immediately following its approval. 

 
8. Each year, any pending Applications for renewal or amendment of valid, unexpired 

Permits shall be reviewed and granted or denied before Applications for new 
Permits are considered. 

 
9. It is the sole and exclusive responsibility of each Permit Holder or Person applying 

to be a Permit Holder at all times during the Application period and during its 
operation to immediately provide the Township with all material changes in any 
information submitted on an Application and any other changes that may materially 
affect any License or its Permit. 

 
10. No Permit issued under this Chapter may be assigned or transferred to any Person 

unless the assignee or transferee has submitted an Application and all required fees 
under this Chapter and has been granted a Permit by the Director of Community 
Planning and Development. No Permit issued under this Chapter is transferrable to 
any other location except for the Permitted Premises on the Permitted Property.  

 
11. The original Permit issued under this Chapter shall be prominently displayed at the 

Permitted Premises in a location where it can be easily viewed by the public, law 
enforcement and administrative authorities. 

 
12. Acceptance by the Permit Holder of a Permit constitutes consent by the Permit 

Holder and its owners, officers, managers, agents and employees for any state, 
federal or local law enforcement to conduct random and unannounced examinations 
of the Facility and all articles of property in that Facility at any time to ensure 
compliance with this Chapter, any other local regulations, and with the Permit. 

 
13. A Permit Holder may not engage in any other Commercial Medical Marihuana 

Facility in the Permitted Premises or on the Permitted Property, or in its name at 
any other location within the Township, without first obtaining a separate Permit. 

 

Section 40-29.  Other Laws and Ordinances.  
 
In addition to the terms of this Chapter, any Commercial Medical Marihuana Facility shall 
comply with all Township Ordinances, including without limitation the Township Zoning 
Ordinance, and with all other applicable federal, state and local ordinances, laws, codes and 
regulations. To the extent that the terms of this Chapter are in conflict with the terms of any 
other applicable federal, state or local ordinances, laws, codes or regulations, the terms of 
the most restrictive ordinance, law, code or regulation shall control. 
 



Medical Marihuana Non-Zoning Ordinance 

February 5, 2019 Revision 

Page 5 

   

 

Section 40-30.  Application for and Renewal of Permits.  
 
1. Application.  An Application for a Permit for a Facility shall be submitted to the 

Director of Community Planning and Development per permitted premise, and shall 
contain the following information: 

 
a. The name, address, phone number and e-mail address of the proposed 

Permit Holder and the proposed Commercial Medical Marihuana Facility. 
 

b. The names, home addresses and personal phone numbers for all owners, 
directors, officers and managers of the Permit Holder and the Commercial 
Medical Marihuana Facility. 

 
c. One (1) copy of all the following: 
 

1) To encourage both local industry and also well-qualified applicants, 
at least two of the following items: 

 
i) An official statement issued by the Department indicating 

that the Applicant has successfully completed 
prequalification for a License, if any.  Copies of 
Entity/Individual Prequalification Packets and Supplemental 
Applicant Prequalification Packets or investigations 
conducted by the Department (if available) shall be provided.  

 
ii) Documentation that the Applicant or owners of at least 75%  

of the Applicant are current Township residents and were 
residents for at least twelve months prior to filing the 
Application.  Any documentation of residency must be 
satisfactory to the Township and shall include more than one 
of the following: residential leases, tax or special assessment 
bills, utility bills (water, electric, electric, gas, cable, internet, 
etc.), credit card bills, voter registration, driver license, tax 
returns, or homeowner insurance policies, showing current 
and at least 12 months’ prior residence in the Township. The 
Applicant’s majority shareholders, managing members, or 
managing partners must submit the same information. 

 
iii) Applicant’s Certification on a form provided by the Township 

restricting transfer of the Permit and subsequent renewed 
Permits, and restricting the transfer of any interest in the 
Permit Holder for a period of not less than 30 months after 
issuance of the Permit and License. This commitment shall be 
enforceable severally or jointly by the Township against the 
Applicant, Permit Holder, and any members or shareholders 
thereof. 
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2) All documentation showing the proposed Permit Holder's valid 
tenancy, ownership or other legal interest in the proposed Permitted 
Property and Permitted Premises. If the Applicant is not the owner 
of the proposed Permitted Property and Permitted Premises, a 
notarized statement from the owner of such property authorizing 
the use of the property for a Commercial Medical Marihuana Facility. 
All documentation establishing that the Permitted Premises and 
Permitted Property are within an overlay area with available 
permits. 

 
3) If the proposed Permit Holder is a corporation, non-profit 

organization, limited liability company or any other entity other than 
a natural person, it must indicate its legal status, attach a copy of all 
company formation documents (including amendments), proof of 
registration with the State of Michigan, and a certificate of good 
standing with the State of Michigan.  

 
4) A valid, unexpired driver's license or state issued ID for all owners, 

directors, officers and managers of the proposed Facility. 
 

5) Evidence of a valid sales tax license for the business if such a license 
is required by state law or local regulations. 

 
6) Application for Sign Permit, if any sign is proposed. 

 
7) Non-refundable Application fee. 

 
8) Business and Operations Plan, showing in detail the Commercial 

Medical Marihuana Facility’s proposed plan of operation, including 
without limitation, the following: 

 
i. A description of the type of Facility proposed and the 

anticipated or actual number of employees. 
 

ii. A security plan meeting the requirements of Section 40-
31(3) of this Chapter, which shall include a general 
description of the security systems(s), current centrally 
alarmed and monitored security system service agreement 
for the proposed Permitted Premises, and confirmation that 
those systems will meet State requirements and be approved 
by the State prior to commencing operations. 

 
iii. A description by category of all products to be sold. 

 
iv. A list of Material Safety Data Sheets for all nutrients, 

pesticides, and other chemicals proposed for use in the 
Commercial Medical Marihuana Facility. 
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v. A description and plan of all equipment and methods that 
will be employed to stop any impact to adjacent uses, 
including enforceable assurances that no odor will be 
detectable from outside of the Permitted Premises. 

 
vi. A plan for the disposal of Marihuana and related byproducts 

that will be used at the Facility. 
 

9) An identification of any business that is directly or indirectly 
involved in the growing, processing, testing, transporting or sale of 
Marihuana for the Facility. 

 
10) Whether any Applicant has ever applied for or has been granted any 

commercial license or certificate issued by a licensing authority in 
Michigan or any other jurisdiction that has been denied, restricted, 
suspended, revoked, or not renewed and a statement describing the 
facts and circumstances concerning the application, denial, 
restriction, suspension, revocation, or nonrenewal, including the 
licensing authority, the date each action was taken, and the reason 
for each action. 

 
11) Signed and sealed (by Michigan registered architect, surveyor or 

professional engineer) site plan and interior floor plan of the 
Permitted Premises and the Permitted Property. 

 
12) Information regarding any other Commercial Medical Marihuana 

Facility that the Licensee is authorized to operate in any other 
jurisdiction within the State, or another State, and the Applicant’s 
involvement in each Facility. 

 
13) Applicant and all related Persons consent to a background check 

conducted by the Township or any agency used by the Township to 
complete such checks. 

 
d. Any other information reasonably requested by the Township to be relevant 

to the processing or consideration of the Application. 
 

e. If the Director of Community Planning and Development identifies or is 
informed of a deficiency in an Application, the Applicant shall have five (5) 
business days to correct the deficiency after notification by the Director of 
Community Planning and Development. 

 
f. Information obtained from the Applicant or proposed Permit Holder is 

exempt from public disclosure under state law. 
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2. Receipt of Applications.  
 

a. The Director of Community Planning and Development shall accept 
Applications for new permits during normal business hours on the second 
Tuesday in January at the Township Hall. Notice of the day, time, and place 
shall be given by publication once in a newspaper of general circulation 
within the Township, which shall be at least 10 days before the date set to 
accept the Applications. The notice shall also be posted on the Township’s 
website, if any. 

 
b. Notwithstanding Section 40-30(2)(a), the Director of Community Planning 

and Development may accept Applications for new permits on dates, times, 
and places as he deems appropriate. Before accepting any Applications on a 
date other than permitted by Section 40-30(2)(a), notice of the day, time, 
and place shall be given by publication twice in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the Township, the first of which shall be at least 10 days 
before the date set to accept the Applications. The notice shall also be posted 
on the Township’s website, if any. 

 
3. Denial of Application. 

 
a. The Director of Community Planning and Development shall reject any 

Application that does not meet the requirements of the MMFLA or this 
Chapter.  The Director of Community Planning and Development shall reject 
any Application that contains any false, misleading, or incomplete 
information. 

 
b. An Applicant whose Application is rejected or denied because of missing, 

incomplete, erroneous, false, or misleading information, or because of a lack 
of submission of the full amount of the fees due, does not have a right to an 
administrative appeal of the decision. 

 
4. Issuance of Conditional Approval. 
 

a. Complete Applications for a Commercial Medical Marihuana Facility Permit 
determined to be in full compliance with the requirements of this Chapter 
shall be issued conditional approval in accordance with the procedures 
specified in this Section. 

 
b. The Director of Community Planning and Development shall issue a 

conditional approval if:  
 

1) The background checks are complete and satisfactory;  
 

2) The Applicant has submitted satisfactory proof in two of the 
three following categories: 

 
i. Official statement issued by the Department, 
pursuant to Section 40-30(1)(c)(1)(i). 
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ii. Proof of residency within the Township pursuant 
to Section 40-30(1)(c)((1)(ii). 
 
iii. A certificate pursuant to Section 40-
30(1)(c)(1)(iii). 
 

3) All other information available to the Township verifies that 
the Applicant as a grower, processor, provisioning center, 
safety compliance facility, secure transporter has submitted a 
full and complete Application and is in compliance with the 
Township Code of Ordinances and any other applicable law, 
rule, or regulation.  

 
c. A conditional approval only means that the Applicant has submitted a valid 

Application for a Commercial Medical Marihuana Facility Permit and is 
eligible for the lottery. 

 
d. Within (30) thirty days from the issuance of a conditional approval the 

Applicant shall submit proof to the Township that the Applicant has applied 
for prequalification for a License or has submitted a full application for such 
License, unless such information was provided in the Application. If the 
Applicant fails to submit such proof, the conditional approval shall be void, 
the application denied, and any lottery position void. 

 
e. A conditional approval and any lottery selection shall be void if an Applicant 

is denied prequalification for a License or is denied a License. Such denial 
shall be provided immediately to the Director of Community Planning and 
Development. 

 
f. A conditional approval does not prevent the Director of Community 

Planning and Development from requesting additional documentation, as 
required or permitted under this Chapter. 

 
5. Lottery; Order of Special Use Permit Applications. 
 

a. After all Applications have been either granted conditional approval or 
denied the Director of Community Planning and Development shall then sort 
the Applications by the type of facility permit requested.  

 
b. Each conditionally approved application will be entered in a lottery by 

facility type to determine which Applications may submit special use permit 
applications. Each facility type shall be drawn by random lottery as follows:  
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1) For Provisioning Centers, the applications shall be additionally 
sorted by their zoning overlay area. For each overlay area, the 
Director of Community Planning and Development shall randomly 
draw the name or number of each Provisioning Center Applicant 
until all conditionally approved applications are drawn in each 
overlay area. The Applicant of each first Provisioning Center drawn 
in each overlay area may then apply for a special use permit. If any 
bonus second provisioning center is available under Section 40-
28(2)(f), then each overlay area with more than one conditionally 
approved provisioning center application shall itself be drawn by 
random lottery until all bonus second provisioning center overlay 
areas have been awarded. The Applicant of each second Provisioning 
Center drawn in each overlay area awarded a bonus may then apply 
for a special use permit. 

 
2) For each other facility type, the Director of Community Planning and 

Development shall randomly draw the name or number of the 
Applicants until all conditionally approved applications are drawn.  

 
3) The number of special use permit applications submitted may not 

exceed the number of available Permits under this Chapter. In each 
facility type, the number of Applicants drawn equal to the available 
Permits under this Chapter at the time of the lottery may apply for a 
special use permit. Applicants drawn after the number of available 
Permits will retain that lottery position as provided in this Chapter. 
 

4) The Director of Community Planning and Development shall 
maintain a record of the lottery results and order of drawing for each 
facility type until December 31 of the year in which the lottery 
occurred. Lottery positions do not confer any right to a Permit under 
this Chapter. 

 
5) All lottery drawings shall be conducted publicly by the Director of 

Community Planning and Development with the date and time 
published on the Township’s website and all entrants provided 
notice. 

 
c. All special use permit applications must be submitted within 60 days of the 

lottery or notice under this sub-section. If the Applicant does not submit a 
special use permit application or a special use permit is denied and all 
appeals are exhausted, then the Director of Community Planning and 
Development may consult the lottery results and notify the next Applicant 
that they may apply for a special use permit. 
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6. Renewal Application.  The same requirements that apply to all new Applications for 
a Permit, except for special use permit and lottery requirements, shall apply to all 
Renewal Applications. Renewal Applications shall be submitted to and received by 
the Director of Community Planning and Development not less than ninety (90) 
days prior to the expiration of the annual Permit, except that an Application 
requesting a change in the location of the Permitted Premises shall be submitted 
and received not less than one hundred twenty (120) days prior to the expiration of 
the Permit.  A Permit Holder whose Permit expires and for which a complete 
Renewal Application has not been received by the expiration date shall be deemed 
to have forfeited the Permit under this Chapter.  The Township will not accept 
Renewal Applications after the expiration date of the Permit. 

 
7. Issuance of Commercial Medical Marihuana Facilities Permit. 
 

a. An inspection of the proposed Commercial Medical Marihuana Facility by 
the Township shall be required prior to issuance of the Permit.  Such 
inspection shall occur after the premises are ready for operation, but prior 
to the stocking of the business with any medical marihuana, and prior to the 
opening of the business or commencement of operations.  The inspection is 
to verify that the business facilities are constructed and can be operated in 
accordance with the Application submitted and the applicable requirements 
of this Chapter, the Special Use Permit, and any other applicable law, rule, or 
regulation. 

 
b. After verification the facilities are constructed and can be operated in 

accordance with the Application submitted and the applicable requirements 
of this Chapter, the Special Use Permit, and any other applicable law, rule, or 
regulation, and the issuance of a permanent certificate of occupancy for the 
facility, the Director of Community Planning and Development shall issue 
the Permit for a term of one (1) year. 

 
c. Maintaining a valid License is a condition for the issuance and maintenance 

of the Permit issued under this Chapter and the continued operation of any 
marihuana facility.  

 
d. An Applicant or Permit Holder has a duty to notify the Director of 

Community Planning and Development in writing of any pending criminal 
charge, and any criminal conviction of a felony or other offense involving a 
crime of moral turpitude by the Applicant, any owner, principal officer, 
director, manager, or employee within ten (10) days of the event. 
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e. An Applicant or Permit Holder has a duty to notify the Director of 
Community Planning and Development in writing of any pending criminal 
charge, and any criminal conviction, whether a felony, misdemeanor, petty 
offense, or any violation of a local law related to the cultivation, processing, 
manufacture, storage, sale, distribution, testing or consumption of any form 
of marihuana, the MMMA, the MMFLA, any building, fire, health or zoning 
statute, code or ordinance related to the cultivation, processing, 
manufacture, storage, sale, distribution, testing or consumption of any form 
of marihuana by the Applicant, any owner, principal officer, director, 
manager, or employee within (10) ten days of the event. 

 
8. Applications for new Permits where no building is as yet in existence.  Any Applicant 

for a Commercial Medical Marihuana Facility Permit whose building is not yet in 
existence at the time of the Township’s initial approval shall have one year 
immediately following the date of the Township’s initial approval to complete 
construction of the building, in accordance with applicable zoning ordinances, 
building codes, and any other applicable state or local laws, rules or regulations, and 
to commence business operations. 

 
9. Duty to Supplement.  If, at any time before or after a Permit is issued pursuant to 

this Chapter, any information required in the Application, the MMFLA, or any rule or 
regulation promulgated thereunder, changes in any way from that which is stated in 
the Application, the Applicant or Licensee shall supplement such information in 
writing within ten (10) days from the date upon which such change occurs. 

 
10. Permit Forfeiture.  In the event that a Commercial Medical Marihuana Facility does 

not commence operations within one year of issuance of a Township Permit, the 
Permit shall be deemed forfeited; the facility may not commence operations and the 
Permit is not eligible for renewal. 

 

Section 40-31.  Operational Requirements – Commercial Medical Marihuana 

Facilities.  
 
A Commercial Medical Marihuana Facility issued a Permit under this Chapter and operating 
in the Township shall at all times comply with the following operational requirements, 
which the Township Board may review and amend from time to time as it determines 
reasonable. 
 
1. Scope of Operation. Commercial Medical Marihuana Facilities shall comply with all 

respective applicable codes of the local zoning, building, fire, and health 
departments. The Facility must hold a valid unexpired Permit and License for the 
type of Commercial Medical Marihuana Facility intended to be carried out within the 
Permitted Premises on the Permitted Property. The Facility operator, owner, Permit 
Holder, or Licensee must have documentation available that local and State sales tax 
requirements, including holding any licenses, if applicable, are satisfied. 
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2. Required Documentation. Each Commercial Medical Marihuana Facility shall be 
operated from the Permitted Premises on the Permitted Property. No Commercial 
Medical Marihuana Facility shall be permitted to operate from a moveable, mobile 
or transitory location, except for a Permitted and Licensed Secure Transporter when 
engaged in the lawful transport of Marihuana. No Person under the age of eighteen 
(18) shall be allowed to enter into the Permitted Premises without a parent or legal 
guardian.  

 
3. Security. Permit Holders shall at all times maintain a security system that meets 

state law requirements, and shall also include the following: 
 

a. Security surveillance cameras installed to monitor all entrances, along with 
the interior and exterior of the Permitted Premises. 

 
b. Robbery and burglary alarm systems which are professionally monitored 

and operated 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
 

c. A locking safe permanently affixed to the Permitted Premises that shall store 
all Marihuana and cash remaining in the Facility overnight.  

 
d. All Marihuana in whatever form stored at the Permitted Premises shall be 

kept in a secure manner and shall not be visible from outside the Permitted 
Premises, nor shall it be grown, processed, exchanged, displayed or 
dispensed outside the Permitted Premises. 

 
e. All security recordings and documentation shall be preserved for at least 48 

hours by the Permit Holder and made available to any law enforcement 
upon request for inspection. 

 
4. Operating Hours. No Provisioning Center shall operate between the hours of 8:00 
 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. 
 
5. Required Spacing. No Commercial Medical Marihuana Facility shall be located within 

one-thousand (1,000) feet from any public or private K-12 school, five hundred 
(500) feet from any church, place of worship or other religious facility, and five 
hundred (500) feet from any library, preschool, or nearest child care center, with 
the minimum distance between uses measured horizontally between the nearest 
property lines. 

 
6. Amount of Marihuana. The amount of Marihuana on the Permitted Property and 

under the control of the Permit Holder, owner or operator of the Facility shall not 
exceed that amount permitted by the state License or the Township’s Permit. 

 
7. Sale of Marihuana. The Marihuana offered for sale and distribution must be 

packaged and labeled in accordance with state law. The Facility is prohibited from 
selling, soliciting or receiving orders for Marihuana or Marihuana Products over the 
internet.  
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8. Sign Restrictions. No pictures, photographs, drawings or other depictions of 
Marihuana or Marihuana Paraphernalia shall appear on the outside of any 
Permitted Premises nor be visible outside of the Permitted Premises on the 
Permitted Property. The words “Marihuana,” “cannabis” and any other words used 
or intended to convey the presence or availability of Marihuana shall not appear on 
the outside of the Permitted Premises nor be visible outside of the Permitted 
Premises on the Permitted Property. 

 
9. Use of Marihuana. The sale, consumption or use of alcohol or tobacco products on 

the Permitted Premises is prohibited. Smoking or consumption of controlled 
substances, including Marihuana, on the Permitted Premises is prohibited. 

 
10. Indoor Operation. All activities of Commercial Medical Marihuana Facilities, 

including without limitation, distribution, growth, cultivation, or the sale of 
Marihuana, and all other related activity permitted under the Permit Holder’s 
License or Permit must occur indoors. The Facility’s operation and design shall 
minimize any impact to adjacent uses, including the control of any odor by 
maintaining and operating an air filtration system so that no odor is detectable 
outside the Permitted Premises.  Mobile facilities and drive-through operations are 
prohibited. 

 
11. Unpermitted Growing. A Patient may not grow his or her own Marihuana at a 

Commercial Medical Marihuana Facility. 
 
12. Distribution. No person operating a Facility shall provide or otherwise make 

available Marihuana to any person who is not legally authorized to receive 
Marihuana under state law. 

 
13. Permits. All necessary building, electrical, plumbing, and mechanical permits must 

be obtained for any part of the Permitted Premises in which electrical, wiring, 
lighting or watering devices that support the cultivation, growing, harvesting or 
testing of Marihuana are located. 

 
14. Waste Disposal. The permit holder, owner and operator of the Facility shall use 

lawful methods in controlling waste or by-products from any activities allowed 
under the License or Permit. 

 
15. Transportation. Marihuana may be transported by a Secure Transporter within the 

Township under this Chapter, and to effectuate its purpose, only: 
 

a. By Persons who are otherwise authorized by state law to possess Marihuana 
for medical purposes; 

 
b. In a manner consistent with all applicable state laws and rules, as amended; 

 
c. In a secure manner designed to prevent the loss of the Marihuana; 
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d. No vehicle used for the transportation or delivery of Marihuana under this 
Chapter shall have for markings the words “Marihuana,” “cannabis” or any 
similar words; pictures or other renderings of the Marihuana plant; 
advertisements for Marihuana or for its sale, transfer, cultivation, delivery, 
transportation or manufacture, or any other word, phrase or symbol 
indicating or tending to indicate that the vehicle is transporting Marihuana. 

 
e. No vehicle may be used for the ongoing or continuous storage of Marihuana, 

but may only be used incidental to, and in furtherance of, the transportation 
of Marihuana. 

 
16. Additional Conditions. The Director of Community Planning and Development may 

impose such reasonable terms and conditions on a Commercial Medical Marihuana 
Facility special use as may be necessary to protect the public health, safety and 
welfare, and to obtain compliance with the requirements of this Chapter and 
applicable law. 

 
Section 40-32.  Penalties and Consequences for Violation.  
 
In addition to any other penalties or legal consequences provided under applicable federal, 
state and local law, regulations, codes and ordinances: 
 
1. Violations of the provisions of this Chapter or failure to comply with any of the 

requirements of this Chapter shall constitute a misdemeanor. Any Person who 
violates this Chapter or fails to comply with any of the requirements of this Chapter 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof, shall be fined 
not more than $500.00, or imprisoned for not more than 90 days, or both, and, in 
addition, shall pay all costs and expenses involved. Each day the violation continues 
shall be considered a separate offense. 

 
2. Violations of the provisions of this Chapter or failure to comply with any of the 

requirements of this Chapter shall be subject to and found responsible for a 
municipal civil infraction. The fine for any municipal civil infraction shall be one 
thousand dollars ($1,000.00) plus court costs, attorney fees and abatement costs of 
each violation, together with all other remedies pursuant to MCL 600.8701, et seq. 
Each day a violation continues shall be deemed a separate municipal civil infraction.  

 
3. Increased civil fines shall be imposed for repeated violations of any requirement of 

this Chapter.  As used in this subsection, the term “repeat offense” means a second 
(or any subsequent) municipal civil infraction violation of the same requirement or 
provision committed within any six-month period and found to be responsible.  The 
increased fine for a repeat offense shall be as follows: 

 
a. The fine for any offense which is a first repeat offense shall be two thousand 

five hundred dollars ($2,500). 
 
 b. The fine for any offense which is a second repeat offense or any subsequent  

repeat offense shall be five thousand dollars ($5,000). 
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4. The owner of record or tenant of any building, structure or premises, or part 
thereof, and any architect, builder, contractor, agent or Person who commits, 
participates in, assists in or maintains such violation may each be found guilty or 
responsible of a separate offense and suffer the penalties and fines provided in 
subsections (1) and (2) of this section, except as excluded from responsibility by 
state law. 

 
5. In addition to any other remedies, the Township may institute proceedings for 

injunction, mandamus, abatement or other appropriate remedies to prevent, enjoin, 
abate or remove any violations of this Chapter. The rights and remedies provided 
herein are both civil and criminal in nature. The imposition of any fine, jail sentence 
or forfeiture shall not exempt the violator from compliance with the provisions of 
this Chapter. 

 
Section 2.  Validity and Severability.  The provisions of this Ordinance are severable 

and the invalidity of any phrase, clause or part of this Ordinance shall not affect the validity 
or effectiveness of the remainder of the Ordinance. 

 
Section 3.  Repealer Clause.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict 

therewith are hereby repealed only to the extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force 
and effect. 

 
Section 4.  Savings Clause.  This Ordinance does not affect rights and duties matured, 

penalties that were incurred, and proceedings that were begun, before its effective date. 
 
Section 5.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon 

its publication. 
 
 
___________________________________________   ___________________________________ 
Ronald J. Styka, Township Supervisor   Brett Dreyfus, Township Clerk 



 
 

 

  

Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

 

12. C 

To:  Board Members 

From:  Michael McDonald, Chair 

  Park Commission 

 

Date:  February 13, 2019 

Re:  Park Commission Appointment  

             

In January, 2019, Park Commissioner Courtney Wisinski was appointed to the Township Board.  A 

notice announcing the vacancy was placed in the Towne Courier and on the website with a request 

for interested persons to submit an Application for Public Service to the Clerk’s office. The following 

six persons expressed interest.  

 
Zachary Krieger 
Erin Schroeder 
David Seidl 
DeShaune Turner 
Ami Van Antwerp 
Todd Wilson 

 

The Park Commission, at their February 13, 2019 regular meeting, reviewed the applications to 

determine their recommendation to fill the vacated Park Commission seat. The Park Commission 

respectfully requests that Ami Van Antwerp be appointed to fill the seat vacated by Courtney 

Wisinski.  Ms. Van Antwerp earned her degree in Parks and Recreation from Michigan State 

University and has worked for the City of East Lansing in special event management, farmers market 

management, and communications coordinator. She currently is employed by the Department of 

Natural Resources and she and her family are active Meridian Township park users. 

 

Motion for Consideration:   

 

MOVE TO SUPPORT THE RECOMMENDATION FROM THE PARK COMMISSION TO 

APPOINT AMI VAN ANTWERP TO THE MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP PARK COMMISSION TO 

FILL THE SEAT VACATED BY COURTNEY WISINSKI. THE TERM OF THE APPOINTMENT 

WILL EXPIRE IN 2020 AT WHICH TIME THE SEAT WILL BE FILLED BY POPULAR VOTE. 

 

Attachment: 

1. Public Service Application 
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Riley Millard

From: webmaster@meridian.mi.us
Sent: Tuesday, February 5, 2019 7:21 AM
To: Michelle Prinz; Deborah Guthrie; Erin Cornett; Brett Dreyfus; Riley Millard
Subject: Public Service Form Received

A new entry to a form/survey has been submitted.  

Form Name:  Public Service Application Form 

Date & Time:  02/05/2019 7:21 AM 

Response #:  28 

Submitter ID:  8388 

IP address:  172.25.96.105 

Time to complete:  13 min. , 50 sec.  

Survey Details 

Page 1  

I am interested in service on one or more of the following public bodies as checked below:

*Special conditions restrict eligibility for appointment

1.

[×] Park Commission (Elected/Appointed)  
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2.   Occupation: 

Communications and Marketing Coordinator 
 

 

3.   Indicate areas not included above which may warrant special attention or study that are of interest to you: 

Not answered  
 

4.   Describe education, experience or training which will assist you if appointed: 

I was a parks and recreation major at Michigan State University. After working for city government for 17 years, I now work for the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources where I coordinate all marketing and communications for the Parks and Recreation 
Division.  
 
I have a lot of first‐hand experience in the area of parks and recreation, including farmer's market coordination, grant writing, 
community events organization, public art management and much more. More importantly, I actively use the trails, utilize parks and 
spend as much time outdoors as possible. I have three kids and we are luck enough to live steps from the inter‐urban trail where we 
run as a family, ride bikes and walking our dog.  
 
During my time working for the City of East Lansing, I gained a lot of knowledge that I think I could apply to this position.  

 

5.   Contact Information: 

Name:  Ami Van Antwerp 
 

Occupation:  Communications and Marketing 
Coordinator 

 

Place of Employment:  State of Michigan ‐ Department of 
Natural Resources 

 

Home Address:  5487 Jo Pass East Lansing MI 48823 
 

Phone (days):  517‐927‐5059 
 

Phone (evenings):  517‐927‐5059 
 

Date:  2/5/19 
 

 
 

6.   Attach Resume and Cover Letter 

Resume is attached  AmiVanAntwerp.coverletter.resume.pdf  
  

 
 
 
Thank you, 
Meridian Township, MI 

This is an automated message generated by the Vision Content Management System™. Please do not reply directly to this email. 



AMI VAN ANTWERP 
(517) 927-5059 | vanantwerp.ami@gmail.com  | 5487 Jo Pass, East Lansing, MI 48823 

 

 

February 2, 2019 
 
 
 
LuAnn Maisner 
5151 Marsh Road 
Okemos, MI 48864 
 
Dear LuAnn, 

I would like to express my interest in serving on the Meridian Township Parks Commission. I have lived 
in Meridian township for the past seven years and I am passionate about the community, the outdoors 
and healthy communities.  

In addition to actively using the township’s trails and parks, I have worked for both local and state 
government, served as a staff liaison to the East Lansing Arts Commission, worked closely with two 
park and recreation departments and restructured a successful farmer’s market.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at vanantwerp.ami@gmail.com or 517-927-
5059. 

Thanks, 

 

Ami Van Antwerp 

mailto:vanantwerp.ami@gmail.com


AMI VAN ANTWERP 
(517) 927-5059 | vanantwerp.ami@gmail.com  | 5487 Jo Pass, East Lansing, MI 48823 

 

EDUCATION 
Bachelor’s of Science in Park, Recreation and Tourism; Michigan State University, East Lansing, Mich. (1997) 
Specialization in Communications and   

EXPERIENCE 
Communications & Marketing Specialist |  Michigan Department of Natural Resources Parks and Recreation 
Division  |  2016 to 2019 
State of Michigan, 525 W. Allegan, Lansing, Mich. 

 Lead, plan, develop and implemen all marketing and communication strategies to help increase 
awareness and build value in Michigan state parks, trails and waterways. 

 Coordinate marketing for yearlong Michigan state parks centennial celebration (2019). 
 Write and edit all statewide parks-related press release. 
 Coordinate electronic-based marketing through the use of social media. 
 Develop and maintain web content. 
 Coordinate marketing plans; serve as brand manager for PRD marketing materials; coordinate 

destination marketing effort and measure the effectiveness of those marketing efforts. 
 Produce internal and external e-newsletters and coordinate promotional programs and initiatives. 

Communications Coordinator / Web Content Manager | Communications Department  |  2005 to 2016 
City of East Lansing, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, Mich. 

 Coordinated internal and external communications activities, including the development of marketing 
programs, public relations strategies and social media content; assist with media relations. 

 Prepared, wrote and designed news releases, promotional materials and e-newsletters. 
 Restructured the East Lansing Farmer’s Market into what is it today. 
 Served as web content manager for municipal website and intranet, including writing and editing digital 

web content, editing photos and guiding overall look and navigation. 
 Designed marketing and informational brochures and flyers; oversee graphic standards program. 
 Manage the community events program, including volunteer awards program, farmer’s market, concert 

series, outdoor movies, festivals and fundraising events. 
 Guided the redesign of the City’s website, intranet and related websites (2009 & 2014). 
 Serve as a community liaison to the East Lansing Arts Commission, One Book, One Community program 

and Neighborhood Partnership Initiative program. 
 Wrote grants for public art and placemaking initiatives; coordinate fundraising activities. 
 Managed departmental budget and supervise staff. 

Communications Specialist |  Communications Department  |  2002 to 2005 
City of East Lansing, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, Mich. 

 Coordinated municipal communications activities, including the development of marketing materials, 
news releases, web content, media events. 

 Served as web content manager for municipal website, including writing and posting content for the 
web, creating web graphics, editing photos and guiding overall look and navigation. 

 Managed community events program, including volunteer awards program, summer concert series, 
outdoor movies, winter festival, etc. 

 Coordinated special projects such as centennial celebration and grand opening of community center. 
 

Community Events Assistant / National Folk Festival Coordinator |  Communications Department  |  1999 to 2002 
City of East Lansing, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, Mich. 



 Helped plan the three-day National Folk Festival attended by 100,000. 
 Coordinated 500-person volunteer program, festival site plan and marketing. 
 Planned and carried out the community events program, including selection of performers, coordination 

of marketing materials and other logistics. 
 Served as staff person to Downtown Management Board and merchants group. 

 
SKILLS  

HTML 
Microsoft Word, Excel, Powerpoint 
Adobe InDesign, Photoshop, Illustrator 
Social Media, including Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Pinterest, Survey Monkey 
Web Content Management System 
 



 

12. D 

To:  Township Board 

From:  David Lee, Assessor 

  Darla Jackson, Human Services Specialist 

Date:  February 14, 2019 

Re:  Revision of Poverty Exemption Guidelines 

 

The Poverty Exemption Program allows low-income resident households with limited assets to have 

their property taxes waived or reduced.  The Human Services Specialist and the Assessing 

Department review applications. Final determinations are completed by the assessing Board of 

Review at their March, July, or December meeting, and if granted, the resident receives an exemption 

from that tax year’s property taxes.   

 

If the Township Board adopts the proposed poverty exemption application and guidelines by the 

end of February 2019, the Township can use this application and guidelines for 2019 and 

subsequent years. 

 

The current Poverty Exemption Application needs Board approval for the income and/or asset 

limits to be adjusted, and has not been changed since the 2015 application.  The revised application 

will allow the income and asset limits to change with the Federal Poverty Guidelines.   

The Township must use federal income guidelines, unless the governing body develops alternate 

guidelines, which must be set higher than the federal poverty level figures.  In the past, Meridian 

Township has set the income guidelines higher than the federal poverty level; however, the 

guidelines have not been adjusted since the 2015 application.  The proposed guidelines are set at 

135% of Federal Poverty Guidelines, and are consistent with the previously used guidelines.  

 

The following motion is proposed: 

  

Move that the township Board approve the Resolution To Adopt The Proposed Poverty 

Exemption application and Guidelines 

 

Attachments: 

1. Poverty Exemption Guidelines Resolution 

2. Poverty Exemption Guidelines 

3. Poverty Exemption Application 

 

 

 



 

RESOLUTION 
 

At a meeting of the Township Board of the Charter Township of Meridian, Ingham County, 
Michigan, held at the Meridian Municipal Building, in the Township on the 19th day of February 2019, 
at 6:00 p.m., local time. 
 
PRESENT:        _______________________ 
 
         _______________________ 
 
ABSENT:       _______________________ _____ 
 

 

 The following resolution was offered by ____________ and supported by ______________. 

 
 WHEREAS, the adoption of guidelines for poverty exemptions is required of the Township 
Board; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the principal residence of persons, who the Board of Review determines by 
reason of poverty to be unable to contribute to the public charge, is eligible for exemption in whole 
or in part from taxation under Public Act 390 of 1994 (MCL 211.7u); and  
 

WHEREAS pursuant to PA 390 of 1994, the Charter Township of Meridian, Ingham County  
adopts the following guidelines for the Board of Review to implement.  The guidelines shall include 
but not be limited to the specific income and asset levels of the claimant and all persons residing in 
the household; 

 
To be eligible, a person shall do all of the following on an annual basis: 
 
1) Be an owner of and occupy as a principal residence the property for which an exemption 

is filed. 
2) File a claim with the Assessor or Board of Review, accompanied by federal and state 

income tax returns for all persons residing in the principal residence, including any 
property tax credit returns filed in the immediately preceding year or in the current year. 

3) File a claim reporting that the combined assets of all persons do not exceed the current 
guidelines.  Assets include but are not limited to real estate other than the principal 
residence, personal property, checking accounts, stocks, bonds, life insurance, retirement 
funds, etc. 

4) Produce a valid driver’s license or other form of identification if requested. 
5) Produce, if requested, a deed, land contract, or other evidence of ownership of the 

property for which an exemption is requested.  
6) Meet the federal poverty income guidelines as defined and determined annually by the 

United States Department of Health and Human Services or alternative guidelines 
adopted by the governing body providing the alternative guidelines do not provide 
eligibility requirements less than the federal guidelines. 

7) The application for an exemption shall be filed after January 1, but one day prior to the 
last day of the Board of Review.  The filing of this claim constitutes an appearance before 
the Board of Review for the purpose of preserving the right of appeal to the Michigan Tax 
Tribunal. 
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The following are the guidelines to be used by the Board of Review for the year 2019, which are 135% 
of the Federal Poverty Guidelines.  The income and asset guidelines for all subsequent years shall be 
set at 135% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines issued annually by the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services.  The annual allowable income and assets include income and assets for all persons 
residing in the principal residence.   
 
 Number of persons residing    Poverty Guidelines 

in the principal residence     Annual Allowable Income 
1 person     $16,862 
2 persons     $22,829 
3 persons     $28,796 
4 persons     $34,763 
5 persons     $40,730 
6 persons      $46,697 
7 persons     $52,664 
8 persons     $58,631 
Each additional person      $5,967 
 
 
Number of persons residing   Total Value of 
in the principal residence   Household Assets 
1 person     $16,862 
2 persons     $22,829 
3 persons     $28,796 
4 persons     $34,763 
5 persons     $40,730 
6 persons      $46,697 
7 persons     $52,664 
8 persons     $58,631 
9 persons or more    $64,598 

 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Review shall follow the above stated 
policies in granting or denying an exemption, unless the Board of Review determines there are 
substantial and compelling reasons why there should be a deviation from the policies and these 
reasons are communicated in writing to the claimant. 
 
 
ADOPTED: YEAS:          
 
            
 
  NAYS:          
   
   
STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
    )ss 
COUNTY OF INGHAM ) 
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I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Clerk for the Charter Township of Meridian, 

Ingham County, Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a 
resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Township Board held on the 19th day of February 
2019. 
 
             
     Brett Dreyfus 

Clerk, Charter Township of Meridian  
 



  

 
 
 

 
 

POVERTY EXEMPTION GUIDELINES 
 

POVERTY EXEMPTION REQUIREMENTS 
MCL 211.7u requires the governing body of Meridian Township to establish policies and guidelines, which the 
local assessing unit will use to determine whether to grant poverty exemptions. 
 
In order to qualify for the poverty exemption, the applicant must meet all of the tests set by Meridian 
Township. Meridian Township Poverty Exemption Policies and Guidelines are available to the public. The 
Board of Review shall follow the Policies and Guidelines when granting or denying a poverty exemption. The 
standards applicable at the time of the application shall be equally applied to each applicant in the Township. 
 
The Poverty Exemption Policies and Guidelines include Income Standards and Maximum Asset Standards set 
by Meridian Township, which are used to determine whether a poverty exemption should be granted. Income 
Standards may not be set lower than the federal poverty income standards.  
 
A poverty exemption may not be granted to property owned by a corporation. 
 
PARTIAL POVERTY EXEMPTIONS: 
A partial poverty exemption is an exemption of only a part of the taxable value of the property rather than the 
entire taxable value. The local assessing unit has the authority to grant a partial poverty exemption. 
 

FILING FOR THE POVERTY EXEMPTION 
 
An Applicant must do all of the following on an annual basis to apply for a poverty exemption: 
 

1. Own and occupy the property for which the exemption is requested. 
 
2. File an application with the Township Supervisor, Township Assessor, or Township Board of Review 

after January 1, but before the day prior to the last day of the Board of Review on a form provided by 
the local assessing unit. 

 
3. Provide proof of household income by submitting a complete and signed copy of the following, if 

required to file: 
 Most recent Michigan Homestead Property Tax Credit Claim (MI 1040 CR) 
 Most recent Federal Income Tax return (1040), if you are required to file federal income tax, for 

all occupants of the home 
 Copy of Applicant’s driver’s license  

 
Income verification for all persons in the home on the property. Income includes, but is not limited to 
the following sources: 
 
a. Money wages and salaries before deductions 
 

MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP ASSESSING DEPARTMENT 
5151 MARSH RD 
OKEMOS, MI 48864 

 



  

b. Net receipts from non-farm self-employment. These include receipts from a person’s business, 
professional enterprise, or partnership, after deductions for business expenses. 

 
c. Regular payments from social security, railroad retirement, unemployment compensation, strike 

benefits from union funds, workers’ compensation, veterans’ payments, public assistance including 
but not limited to Family Independence Program (FIP), Supplemental Security Income (SSI), 
Emergency Assistance money payments, and non-federally funded General Assistance of General 
Relief money payments. 

 
d. Alimony, child support and military family allotment or other regular support from an absent family 

member or someone not living in the household. 
 

e. Private pensions, government employee pensions, military retirement pay and regular insurance or 
annuity payments. 

 
f. College or university scholarships, grants, fellowships and assistantships.  
 

4. Produce a deed, land contract, or other evidence of ownership of the property for which an exemption 
is requested. 

 
5. Meet Meridian Township Poverty Income Standards described in these Guidelines. Describe special 

circumstances that may affect the application. 
 
6. Meet Meridian Township Maximum Asset Standards. 
 
7. Submit a complete and accurate Poverty Exemption Application. The Application and all requested 

documents must be given to the Township Supervisor, Township Assessor, or Board of Review after 
being reviewed by the Human Services Department. 

 
For purposes of the Poverty Exemption Application Applicants are subject to investigation of their entire 
financial and property records by Meridian Township to verify information given or statements made to the 
Supervisor, Assessor, Board of Review, or Human Services Department concerning a poverty exemption 
application. 

 
Under the Freedom of Information Act, all records submitted to the Board of Review are public record 
potentially subject to disclosure to the public. 
 
Any willful misstatements or misrepresentations made on an Application for Poverty Exemption may 
constitute perjury, which under law is a felony punishable by fine or imprisonment. 
 
A claimant may request a poverty exemption and appeal the property’s assessment to the Board of Review at 
their March, July, or December meeting. 
 

MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP POVERTY INCOME AND ASSET STANDARDS 
 
To be eligible for a poverty exemption in Meridian Township, the household income and assets owned by all 
those living in the household that is the subject of the Application may NOT exceed 135% of the Federal Poverty 
Level for the year.  For the purpose of this Application, the household assets do not include the value of the 
home or the immediate home site.   
 



  

Recommended documentation checklist 

Copies of the following documents are recommended as applicable for all persons living in the home when 
applying for a poverty exemption. 
 

Identification: 
 Driver’s license or State of Michigan ID 

 

Proof of Income: 
 Most recent federal and state income tax returns with attachments or signed affidavit for all persons 

who were not required to file federal or state income tax returns 
 Most recent Michigan Homestead Property Tax Credit Claim 
 Social Security benefit award letter for previous year (if lost, call (800) 772-1213) 
 Veterans Benefits statement 
 Michigan Department of Human Services benefits, including the Family Independence Plan (FIP), cash 

assistance, state disability, and Food Assistance Plan (FAP)/Bridge Card benefits   
 Income from employment 
 Profit and Loss statement for the previous calendar year, if self-employed 
 Worker’s compensation 
 Unemployment benefits 
 Income from renters or boarders 
 Farm income 
 Alimony or child support 
 Documentation of college or university scholarships, grants, fellowships, and assistantships  

 

Household expenses: 
 Mortgage payment or lease statements for the previous calendar year 
 Homeowner’s insurance for the previous calendar year 
 Heat and electric bills for past 12 months (if lost, call Consumers Energy at (800) 477-5050 or Lansing 

Board of Water and Light at (517) 702-6006) 
 

Assets: 
 Bank and/or credit union statements for all savings, checking, draft, and money market accounts or 

shared accounts dated within 30 days and all statements for the previous calendar year 
 Uncashed checks, drafts, and warrants 
 Certificates of deposit: statement from financial institution or the certificate itself 
 Money held by others: written statement from person holding funds 
 Withdrawals of bank deposits and borrowed money 
 Gifts, loans, lump-sum inheritances, and one-time insurance payments 
 Long term care trust fund: written statement from facility 
 Gaming/lottery winnings 
 Stocks, bonds: written statement from broker or company 
 Lump sum and accumulated benefits 
 Vehicles – title, proof of insurance, registration, loan statement, or payment book to any cars, trucks, 

snowmobiles, campers, boats, farm equipment, motorcycles, and trailers 
 Real estate or property: property tax assessment or certified statement of value or county records 

(primary residence/homestead excluded)  
 Most recent pension and/or Individual Retirement Account (IRA) statement and all statements for 

the previous calendar year for all accounts 
 Burial assets and life insurance: all statements for the previous calendar year 
 Documentation of other assets of value: jewelry, antiques, artworks, equipment, etc. 

 

This is not an exhaustive list. Further documentation may be requested at the 
discretion of the Assessing Department. 
 



  
 

Meridian Township 
Poverty Exemption Request 

 
 

 
I, , Petitioner, being the owner and residing at the property that is listed 
below 
as my principal residence, apply for property tax relief under MCL 211.7u of the General Property Tax Act, Public 
Act 206 of 1893.  The principal residence of persons who, in the judgment of the township board of review, by 
reason of poverty are unable to contribute toward the public charge is eligible for exemption in whole or in part 
from taxation per MCL 211.7u(1). 
 

In order to be considered complete, this application must: 1) be completed in its entirety, 2) include 
information regarding all members residing within the household, and 3) include all required 
documentation as listed within the application. Please write legibly and attach additional pages as necessary. 
 

PERSONAL INFORMATION: Petitioner must list all required personal information. 
Property Address of Principal Residence: Daytime Phone Number: 

Age of Petitioner: Marital Status: Age of Spouse: 

Number of Legal Dependents: Age of Dependents: 

Applied for Homestead Property Tax Credit (yes or no): Amount of Homestead Property Tax Credit: 

 
REAL ESTATE INFORMATION: List the real estate information related to your principal residence. Be prepared 
to provide a deed, land contract or other evidence of ownership of the property. 
Property Parcel Code Number: Name of Mortgage Company: 

Unpaid Balance Owed on Principal Residence: Monthly Payment: Length of Time at This Residence: 

Property Description: 

 

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION: List information related to any other property you, or any household 
member owns. 
Do you own, or are buying, other property (yes or no)? If yes, complete 
the 
information below. 

Amount of Income Earned from Other Property: 

Property Address Name of Owner(s) Assessed Value Amount & Date of Last Taxes 
Paid 

  $  

  $  



  

EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION: List your current employment information. 
Name of Employer: Name of Contact Person: 

Address of Employer: Employer Phone Number: 

 

List  all  income  sources,  including but  not  limited  to:  salaries,  Social  Security,  rents,  pensions, IRAs  (individual 
retirement accounts), unemployment compensation, disability, government pensions, worker’s compensation, 
dividends, claims and judgments from lawsuits, alimony, child support, friend or family contribution, reverse 
mortgage, or any other source of income. 

 
Source of Income 

 
Monthly or Annual Income (indicate which) 

  

  

  

 

CHECKING, SAVINGS AND INVESTMENT INFORMATION:  List any and all savings owned by all household 
members,  including  but  not  limited  to:  checking  accounts,  savings  accounts,  postal  savings,  credit  union  shares, 
certificates of deposit, cash, stocks, bonds, or similar investments. 

Name of Financial 
Institution or Investments 

 
Amount on Deposit 

Current 
Interest Rate 

 
Name on Account 

Value of 
Investment 

     

     

     

 

LIFE INSURANCE: List all policies held by all household members. 
 

Name of Insured 
 
Amount of Policy 

Monthly 
Payment 

Policy Paid 
in Full 

 
Name of Beneficiary 

Relationship to 
Insured 

      

      

      

 
MOTOR VEHICLE INFORMATION: All motor vehicles (including motorcycles, motor homes, camper trailers, etc.) 
held or owned by any person residing within the household must be listed. 

 
Make 

 
Year 

 
Monthly Payment 

 
Balance Owed 

    

    

    



  

LIST ALL PERSONS LIVING IN HOUSEHOLD: All persons residing in the residence must be listed. 
 

First & Last Name 
 

Age 
 

Relationship to 
Applicant 

 
Place of Employment 

Amount of 
Monetary 

Contribution 
to Family 
Income      

     

     

     

     

 
PERSONAL DEBT: All personal debt for all household members must be listed. 

 
Creditor 

 
Purpose of Debt 

 
Date of Debt 

 
Original Balance 

 
Monthly Payment 

 
Balance Owed 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

 
MONTHLY EXPENSE INFORMATION: The amount of monthly expenses related to the principal residence for each 
category must be listed. Indicate N/A as necessary. 
Heating: Electric: Water: 

Phone: Cable: Food: 

Clothing: Heath Insurance: Garbage: 

Daycare: Car Expense (gas, repair, etc.): Other (list type): 

Other (list type): Other (list type): Other (list type): 

Other (list type): Other (list type): Other (list type): 

Other (list type): Other (list type): Other (list type): 



  

Notice:  Any willful misstatements or misrepresentations made on this form may constitute perjury, which, 
under the law, is a felony punishable by fine or imprisonment. 

 
Notice:   Per MCL 211.7u(2b), a copy of all household members’ federal income tax returns, state income 
tax returns (MI-1040) and Homestead Property Tax Credit claims (MI-1040CR 1, 2, 3 or 4) must be attached as 
proof of income.   Documentation for all income sources including, but not limited to, credits, claims, Social 
Security income, child support, alimony income, and all other income sources must be provided at time of 
application. 

 

Petitioners:  Do not sign this application until witnessed by the Supervisor, Assessor, 
Board of Review or Notary Public.  (Must be signed by either the Supervisor, Assessor, Board of Review 
Member or Notary Public) 

 
STATE OF MICHIGAN 
COUNTY OF INGHAM 

 

I, the undersigned Petitioner, hereby declare that the foregoing information is complete and true and that neither I, nor 
any household member residing within the principal residency, have money, income or property other than mentioned 
herein. 

 

 
Petitioner Signature Date 

 
Subscribed and sworn this   day of   

 
Assessor Signature:   Printed Name:    

 

BOR Member Signature:   Printed Name:    
 

Notary Signature:   Printed Name:    
 

My Commission Expires:    
 
 
 
 

This application shall be filed after January 1, but before the day prior to the last day of March, July or December 
Board of Review to the address below. 

Human Services Specialist 
Meridian Township 

5151 Marsh Rd. 
Okemos, MI  48864 

 

 
 

DECISIONS  OF  THE  MARCH  BOARD  OF  REVIEW  MAY  BE  APPEALED  BY PETITION TO  THE MICHIGAN 
TAX TRIBUNAL BY JULY 31 OF THE CURRENT YEAR.  JULY OR DECEMBER BOARD OF REVIEW DENIALS MAY BE 
APPEALED TO THE MICHIGAN TAX TRIBUNAL WITHIN 30 DAYS OF THE DENIAL. A COPY OF THE BOARD OF 
REVIEW DECISION MUST BE INCLUDED WITH THE FILING. 

 
Michigan Tax Tribunal 
PO Box 30232 

    Lansing, MI 48909 
  Phone: 517-373-4400 
 Fax: 517-373-4493 
 E-mail: taxtrib@michigan.gov 
 www.michigan.gov/taxtrib 

 































 

 

13.A 

Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

 

To:  Township Board 
 
From:  Mark Kieselbach, Director of Community Planning and Development 
 
  Justin Quagliata, Assistant Planner 
 
Date:  February 14, 2019 
 
Re: Rezoning #18160 (Giguere) 
 
 
Giguere Homes has requested the rezoning of approximately 7.36 acres located at 3760 Hulett 
Road from RR (Rural Residential) to RAAA (Single Family-Low Density).  The site is located on the 
eastern portion of a 17.91 acre parcel on the north side of Robins Way.  Only the 7.36 acres of the 
property is proposed for rezoning to RAAA.  The remainder of the property, approximately 10.55 
acres, would remain in the RR zoning district. 
 
The applicant was previously denied a request to rezone the property from RR to RAA (Single 
Family-Low Density) in 2018 (REZ #18010).  The applicant submitted a second request to rezone 
the property from RR (Rural Residential) to RA (Single Family-Medium Density), which was 
denied in October of 2018 (REZ #18080).   
 
The eleven conditions offered by the applicant are as follows: 
 
1. Limit current development of the site to a maximum of seven lots. 
2. Limit future development of the site to a maximum of seven lots. 
3. Establishment of a 50 foot wide natural preservation area along the south side of the parcel to 

be deeded to the homeowners association. 
4. Establishment of a five foot wide tree buffer on the north side of the 50 foot wide natural 

preservation area on the south side of the parcel, including deed restrictions on Lots 6 & 7 
requiring preservation of any trees within the buffer that have a trunk diameter greater than 
or equal to 12 inches. 

5. Establishment of an 80 foot natural preservation area along the west side of the parcel to be 
deeded to the homeowners association.  

6. Establishment of a 20 foot wide preservation area along the north side of the parcel, including 
deed restrictions on Lots 3, 4, & 5 requiring the preservation area remain undisturbed.  

7. Establishment of a 10 foot wide tree buffer area on the south side of the 20 foot wide 
preservation area along the north side of the parcel, including deed restriction on Lots 3, 4, & 5 
requiring preservation of any trees within the buffer that have a trunk diameter greater than 
or equal to 12 inches. 

8. Establishment of deed restrictions for the homes in any new development on the property that 
meet or exceed those of the existing Sanctuary development. 

9. Reservation of one seat on the architectural review board established in the deed restrictions 
for an elected representative from the existing Sanctuary Homeowners Association. 

10. Limitation imposed on Giguere Homes to not seek a variance to encroach into the required 
wetland buffer on Lots 4, 5, and 6. 



 
Rezoning #18060 (Giguere Homes) 
Township Board (February 19, 2019) 
Page 2 

  

Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

 

11. Restriction of construction hours to only between 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday-Saturday. 
 
In addition to the conditions offered by the applicant, the Planning Commission recommended 
approval of the request based on any development proposed on the property being subject to the 
conditions voluntarily offered by the applicant for Rezoning #18160. 
 
The Planning Commission held the public hearing on the rezoning request at its December 17, 
2018 meeting and voted 7-0 to recommend approval at the January 14, 2019 meeting, citing the 
following reasons for its decision: 
 
 The subject site meets the minimum standard for lot area of the proposed RAAA (Single 

Family-Low Density) zoning district. 

 

 The subject site is located in close proximity to an existing RAAA (Single Family-Low Density) 
zoning district to the east. 

 

 In a letter dated November 28, 2018 the applicant offered voluntary conditions on the 
rezoning (previously listed). 

 

 The proposed rezoning to RAAA (Single Family-Low Density) is consistent with the 2017 
Future Land Use Map designation of R2-Residential 0.5 3.5 dwelling units per acre. 

 

 Public water and sanitary sewer services are available to serve the site. 

 
Staff memorandums outlining the rezoning and minutes from the Planning Commission meetings 
at which the rezoning was discussed are attached for the Board’s review. 
 
Township Board Options 
 
The Township Board may approve or deny the proposed rezoning from RR (Rural Residential) to 
RAAA (Single Family-Low Density).  If the Board amends the proposal, the request may be referred 
back to the Planning Commission for a recommendation.  A resolution will be provided at a future 
meeting. 
 
Attachments 
1.  Staff memorandums dated December 13, 2018 and January 9, 2019 with attachments.  
2.  Resolution recommending approval dated January 14, 2019. 
3.  Planning Commission minutes dated December 17, 2018 (public hearing) and January 14, 2019  
     (decision). 
 

G:\Community Planning & Development\Planning\REZONINGS (REZ)\2018\REZ 18060 (Giguere Homes)\REZ 18060.tb1.doc 
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Page 2 

Part II        REASONS FOR REZONING REQUEST 
 
Respond only to the items which you intend to support with proof.  Explain your position on the lines 
below, and attach supporting information to this form. 

 
A. Reasons why the present zoning is unreasonable: 

 
1)    There is an error in the boundaries of the Zoning Map, specifically: ______________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________         
 

2)    The conditions of the surrounding area have changed in the following respects: ____________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

         
3)  The current zoning is inconsistent with the Township’s Master Plan, explain: 

____________________________________________________________________________  
         
4)    The Township did not follow the procedures that are required by Michigan laws, when adopting 

the Zoning Ordinance, specifically: ________________________________________________ 
        ___________________________________________________________________________ 

       
5)    The Township did not have a reasonable basis to support the current zoning classification at 

the time it was adopted; and the zoning has exempted the following legitimate uses from the 
area: _______________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
6)  The current zoning restrictions on the use of the property do not further the health safety or 

general welfare of the public, explain: ______________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

B. Reasons why the requested zoning is appropriate: 
 

1)  Requested rezoning is consistent with the Township’s Master Plan, explain: 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2)  Requested rezoning is compatible with other existing and proposed uses surrounding the site, 

specifically:___________________________________________________________________  
   

3)  Requested rezoning would not result in significant adverse impacts on the natural environment, 
explain: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
4)  Requested rezoning would not result in significant adverse impacts on traffic circulation, water 

and sewer systems, education, recreation or other public services, 
explain:______________________________________________________________________ 

 
5)  Requested rezoning addresses a proven community need, specifically: ___________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6)  Requested rezoning results in logical and orderly development in the Township, explain: 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
7)  Requested rezoning will result in better use of Township land, resources and properties and 

therefore more efficient expenditure of Township funds for public improvements and services, 
explain: _____________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

To:  Planning Commission  

 

From:  Peter Menser, Principal Planner 

 

  Justin Quagliata, Assistant Planner 

 

Date:  January 9, 2019 

 

Re: Rezoning #18160 (Giguere Homes), rezone approximately 7.36 acres located 

at 3760 Hulett Road from RR (Rural Residential) to RAAA (Single Family-Low 

Density) with conditions. 

 

 

The public hearing for Rezoning #18160 was held at the December 17, 2018 regular meeting.  At the 

meeting the Planning Commission agreed to consider a resolution to recommend approval of the 

rezoning request at its next meeting. 

 

As requested by the Planning Commission at its last meeting, the conditions offered by the applicant 

as part of the rezoning will be tied to any future development of the property. 

 

Planning Commission Options 

 

The Planning Commission may recommend approval or denial of the rezoning as requested by the 

applicant or recommend a different zoning category.  A resolution to recommend approval to RAAA  

(Single Family-Low Density) with conditions is attached. 

 

• Move to adopt the attached resolution to recommend approval of Rezoning #18160. 

 

Attachment 

1. Resolution to recommend approval. 

 

 
G:\Community Planning & Development\Planning\REZONINGS (REZ)\2018\18160 (Giguere Homes)\REZ 18160.pc2.doc 



RESOLUTION TO APPROVE RAAA             Rezoning #18160 

Giguere Homes 

 3760 Hulett Road 

 

RESOLUTION 

 

At a regular meeting of the Planning Commission of the Charter Township of Meridian, Ingham 

County, Michigan, held at the Meridian Municipal Building, in said Township on the 14th day of 

January, 2019, at 7:00 p.m., Local Time. 

 

PRESENT:    ________ ________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

ABSENT:             

 

 The following resolution was offered by ___ ________________ and supported by 

_______________________. 

 

 WHEREAS, Giguere Homes requested the rezoning of approximately 7.36 acres located at 

3760 Hulett Road from RR (Rural Residential) to RAAA (Single Family-Low Density); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing and discussed the rezoning at its 

meeting on December 17, 2018; and 

 

  WHEREAS, the Planning Commission reviewed and discussed the staff material provided 

under a cover memorandum dated December 13, 2018; and 

 

WHEREAS, the subject site meets the minimum standard for lot area of the proposed RAAA 

(Single Family-Low Density) zoning district; and 

 

WHEREAS, the subject site is located in close proximity to an existing RAAA (Single Family-

Low Density) zoning district to the east; and 

 

WHEREAS, in a letter dated November 28, 2018 the applicant offered voluntary conditions 

on the rezoning, including  

  

1. Limit current development of the site to a maximum of seven lots. 

2. Limit future development of the site to a maximum of seven lots. 

3. Establishment of a 50 foot wide natural preservation area along the south side of the parcel 

to be deeded to the homeowners association. 

4. Establishment of a five foot wide tree buffer on the north side of the 50 foot wide natural 

preservation area on the south side of the parcel, including deed restrictions on Lots 6 & 7 

requiring preservation of any trees within the buffer that have a trunk diameter greater 

than or equal to 12 inches. 

5. Establishment of an 80 foot natural preservation area along the west side of the parcel to be 

deeded to the homeowners association.  

6. Establishment of a 20 foot wide preservation area along the north side of the parcel, 

including deed restrictions on Lots 3, 4, & 5 requiring the preservation area remain 

undisturbed.  
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7. Establishment of a 10 foot wide tree buffer area on the south side of the 20 foot wide 

preservation area along the north side of the parcel, including deed restrictions on Lots 3, 4, 

& 5 requiring preservation of any trees within the buffer that have a trunk diameter greater 

than or equal to 12 inches. 

8. Establishment of deed restrictions for the homes in any new development on the property 

that meet or exceed those of the existing Sanctuary development. 

9. Reservation of one seat on the architectural review board established in the deed 

restrictions for an elected representative from the existing Sanctuary Homeowners 

Association. 

10. Limitation imposed on Giguere Homes to not seek a variance to encroach into the required 

wetland buffer on Lots 5 & 6. 

11. Restriction of construction hours to only between 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday-Saturday.  

 

WHEREAS, the proposed rezoning to RAAA (Single Family-Low Density) is consistent with 

the 2017 Future Land Use Map designation of R2-Residential 0.5 to 3.5 dwelling units per acre; and 

 

WHEREAS, public water and sanitary sewer services are available to serve the site. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

OF MERIDIAN hereby recommends approval of Rezoning #18160 to rezone approximately 7.36 

acres at 3760 Hulett Road from RR (Rural Residential) to RAAA (Single Family-Low Density), 

subject to the conditions voluntarily offered by the applicant, which include the following: 

 

1. Limit current development of the site to a maximum of seven lots. 

2. Limit future development of the site to a maximum of seven lots. 

3. Establishment of a 50 foot wide natural preservation area along the south side of the parcel 

to be deeded to the homeowners association. 

4. Establishment of a five foot wide tree buffer on the north side of the 50 foot wide natural 

preservation area on the south side of the parcel, including deed restrictions on Lots 6 & 7 

requiring preservation of any trees within the buffer that have a trunk diameter greater 

than or equal to 12 inches. 

5. Establishment of an 80 foot natural preservation area along the west side of the parcel to be 

deeded to the homeowners association.  

6. Establishment of a 20 foot wide preservation area along the north side of the parcel, 

including deed restrictions on Lots 3, 4, & 5 requiring the preservation area remain 

undisturbed.  

7. Establishment of a 10 foot wide tree buffer area on the south side of the 20 foot wide 

preservation area along the north side of the parcel, including deed restriction on Lots 3, 4, 

& 5 requiring preservation of any trees within the buffer that have a trunk diameter greater 

than or equal to 12 inches. 

8. Establishment of deed restrictions for the homes in any new development on the property 

that meet or exceed those of the existing Sanctuary development. 

9. Reservation of one seat on the architectural review board established in the deed 

restrictions for an elected representative from the existing Sanctuary Homeowners 

Association. 

10. Limitation imposed on Giguere Homes to not seek a variance to encroach into the required 

wetland buffer on Lots 5 & 6. 

11. Restriction of construction hours to only between 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday-Saturday.  
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, in addition to the conditions offered by the applicant, the Planning 

Commission recommends approval of Rezoning #18160 to rezone approximately 7.36 acres at 3760 

Hulett Road from RR (Rural Residential) to RAAA (Single Family-Low Density) subject to the 

following condition: 

 

1. Any development proposed on the property shall be subject to the conditions voluntarily 

offered by the applicant for Rezoning #18160.  

 

ADOPTED: YEAS: ____________________________________________________________________________                    

   

  _________  

   

NAYS:         ___________________________      ________   

 

STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 

    ) ss 

COUNTY OF INGHAM ) 

 

 I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Chair of the Planning Commission of the 

Township of Meridian, Ingham County, Michigan, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true 

and a complete copy of a resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Planning Commission on 

the 14th day of January, 2019. 

 

 

       ___________________________________   

       John Scott-Craig 

       Planning Commission Vice-Chair 
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RESOLUTION TO APPROVE RAAA             Rezoning #18160 
Giguere Homes 

 3760 Hulett Road 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
At a regular meeting of the Planning Commission of the Charter Township of Meridian, Ingham 
County, Michigan, held at the Meridian Municipal Building, in said Township on the 14th day of 
January, 2019, at 7:00 p.m., Local Time. 
 
PRESENT: Commissioners Premoe, Trezise, Cordill, Scott-Craig, Richards, Shrewsbury, Lane 

ABSENT: None 
 
 The following resolution was offered by Commissioner Premoe and supported by 
Commissioner Richards. 
 
 WHEREAS, Giguere Homes requested the rezoning of approximately 7.36 acres located at 
3760 Hulett Road from RR (Rural Residential) to RAAA (Single Family-Low Density); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing and discussed the rezoning at its 
meeting on December 17, 2018; and 
 
  WHEREAS, the Planning Commission reviewed and discussed the staff material provided 
under a cover memorandum dated December 13, 2018; and 
 

WHEREAS, the subject site meets the minimum standard for lot area of the proposed RAAA 
(Single Family-Low Density) zoning district; and 
 

WHEREAS, the subject site is located in close proximity to an existing RAAA (Single Family-
Low Density) zoning district to the east; and 
 

WHEREAS, in a letter dated November 28, 2018 the applicant offered voluntary conditions 
on the rezoning, including  

  
1. Limit current development of the site to a maximum of seven lots. 
2. Limit future development of the site to a maximum of seven lots. 
3. Establishment of a 50 foot wide natural preservation area along the south side of the parcel 

to be deeded to the homeowners association. 
4. Establishment of a five foot wide tree buffer on the north side of the 50 foot wide natural 

preservation area on the south side of the parcel, including deed restrictions on Lots 6 & 7 
requiring preservation of any trees within the buffer that have a trunk diameter greater 
than or equal to 12 inches. 

5. Establishment of an 80 foot natural preservation area along the west side of the parcel to be 
deeded to the homeowners association.  

6. Establishment of a 20 foot wide preservation area along the north side of the parcel, 
including deed restrictions on Lots 3, 4, & 5 requiring the preservation area remain 
undisturbed.  
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7. Establishment of a 10 foot wide tree buffer area on the south side of the 20 foot wide 
preservation area along the north side of the parcel, including deed restrictions on Lots 3, 4, 
& 5 requiring preservation of any trees within the buffer that have a trunk diameter greater 
than or equal to 12 inches. 

8. Establishment of deed restrictions for the homes in any new development on the property 
that meet or exceed those of the existing Sanctuary development. 

9. Reservation of one seat on the architectural review board established in the deed 
restrictions for an elected representative from the existing Sanctuary Homeowners 
Association. 

10. Limitation imposed on Giguere Homes to not seek a variance to encroach into the required 
wetland buffer on Lots 5 & 6. 

11. Restriction of construction hours to only between 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday-Saturday.  
 
WHEREAS, the proposed rezoning to RAAA (Single Family-Low Density) is consistent with 

the 2017 Future Land Use Map designation of R2-Residential 0.5 to 3.5 dwelling units per acre; and 
 
WHEREAS, public water and sanitary sewer services are available to serve the site. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
OF MERIDIAN hereby recommends approval of Rezoning #18160 to rezone approximately 7.36 
acres at 3760 Hulett Road from RR (Rural Residential) to RAAA (Single Family-Low Density), 
subject to the conditions voluntarily offered by the applicant, which include the following: 
 

1. Limit current development of the site to a maximum of seven lots. 
2. Limit future development of the site to a maximum of seven lots. 
3. Establishment of a 50 foot wide natural preservation area along the south side of the parcel 

to be deeded to the homeowners association. 
4. Establishment of a five foot wide tree buffer on the north side of the 50 foot wide natural 

preservation area on the south side of the parcel, including deed restrictions on Lots 6 & 7 
requiring preservation of any trees within the buffer that have a trunk diameter greater 
than or equal to 12 inches. 

5. Establishment of an 80 foot natural preservation area along the west side of the parcel to be 
deeded to the homeowners association.  

6. Establishment of a 20 foot wide preservation area along the north side of the parcel, 
including deed restrictions on Lots 3, 4, & 5 requiring the preservation area remain 
undisturbed.  

7. Establishment of a 10 foot wide tree buffer area on the south side of the 20 foot wide 
preservation area along the north side of the parcel, including deed restriction on Lots 3, 4, 
& 5 requiring preservation of any trees within the buffer that have a trunk diameter greater 
than or equal to 12 inches. 

8. Establishment of deed restrictions for the homes in any new development on the property 
that meet or exceed those of the existing Sanctuary development. 

9. Reservation of one seat on the architectural review board established in the deed 
restrictions for an elected representative from the existing Sanctuary Homeowners 
Association. 

10. Limitation imposed on Giguere Homes to not seek a variance to encroach into the required 
wetland buffer on Lots 5 & 6. 

11. Restriction of construction hours to only between 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday-Saturday.  
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, in addition to the conditions offered by the applicant, the Planning 
Commission recommends approval of Rezoning #18160 to rezone approximately 7.36 acres at 3760 
Hulett Road from RR (Rural Residential) to RAAA (Single Family-Low Density) subject to the 
following condition: 
 

1. Any development proposed on the property shall be subject to the conditions voluntarily 
offered by the applicant for Rezoning #18160.  

 
ADOPTED: YEAS: Vice-Chair Scott-Craig, Secretary Premoe, Commissioners Trezise, Cordill,  
  Richards, Shrewsbury, Lane 
   

NAYS:         None 
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
    ) ss 
COUNTY OF INGHAM ) 
 
 I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Chair of the Planning Commission of the 
Township of Meridian, Ingham County, Michigan, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true 
and a complete copy of a resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Planning Commission on 
the 14th day of January, 2019. 
 
 
       ___________________________________   
       John Scott-Craig 
       Planning Commission Chair 
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A. Jeanette Feintuch RE: Special Use Permit #18111 

B. Jibu & Ranjini John RE: Rezoning #18140 

C. Dylan Maxwell RE: Rezoning #18140 

D. Rajesh Nair RE: Rezoning #18140 

E. Jessi Adler RE: Special Use Permit #18081 & #18101 

F. Cecelia Kramer RE: Special Use Permit #18081 & #18101 

G. Joell Ackerman RE: Rezoning #18140 

H. James Weaver RE: Special Use Permit #18111  

I. Jeanette Feintuch RE: Special Use Permit #18111 
   

6.  Public Hearings 

 

Chair Ianni opened the public hearing at 7:23 P.M. 

 

A. Rezoning #18160 (Giguere Homes), rezone approximately 7.36 acres located at 3760 Hulett 

Road from RR (Rural Residential) to RAAA (Single Family-Low Density) with conditions. 

 

Principal Planner Menser provided a brief summary of the proposal.   

 

The applicant, James Giguere, 6253 Fedwick Court, introduced himself and said he was available to 

answer any questions. 

 

Public Comments: None  

 

Planning Commission Discussion: 

 

Commissioner Premoe suggested that the zoning conditions should be noted in any future plat. 

 

Vice-Chair Scott-Craig commented the current proposal is a result of many meetings between the 

community, developers and the Township.  He also noted there is an existing pathway from Robins 

Way to Kansas Street and the Township does own a parcel on the east side of the subject site and 

there is a future potential for a pathway which would eventually connect the surrounding areas.   

 

Commissioner Cordill stated the future potential for the pathway to be built on the east side to 

connect to the other area pathways in the area is a beneficial amenity to the area. 

 

Commissioner Stivers noted Township Manager, Frank Walsh, led a Task Force to work through 

this difficult proposal by engaging involved parties so discussion could take place.  

 

A straw poll indicated the Planning Commission would be in favor of recommending Rezoning 

#18160 to the Township Board and staff was asked to prepare a resolution recommending 

approval for the next meeting. 

  

Chair Ianni closed the public hearing at 7:42 P.M. 

 

7.  Unfinished Business 

 

A. Special Use Permit #18111 (Fedewa Holdings), construct two multiple family apartment 

buildings with a total of 13 units at 1730 Chief Okemos Circle. 
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7.  Unfinished Business 

 

A. Rezoning #18160 (Giguere Homes), rezone approximately 7.36 acres located at 3760 Hulett 

Road from RR (Rural Residential) to RAAA (Single Family-Low Density) with conditions. 

 

Principal Planner Menser provided a brief summary of the staff report.  The applicant offered 

eleven voluntary conditions on the rezoning which are listed in the Resolution. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Premoe to approve Rezoning #18160. 

Supported by Commissioner Richards. 

 

Planning Commission Discussion: 

 

Commissioner Richards expressed appreciation to the developer and residents for coming together 

to discuss the issues and finding a resolution. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 

YEAS:  Commissioners Premoe, Richards, Shrewsbury, Lane, Cordill, Trezise and Scott-Craig 

NAYS:  NONE 

MOTION CARRIED:  7-0 

 

B. Mixed Use Planned Unit Development #18034 (Meridian Investment Group, LLC), construct 

70,213 square foot mixed use building at 2875 Northwind Drive. 

 

C. Special Use Permit #18031 (Meridian Investment Group, LLC), construct group of buildings 

greater than 25,000 square feet in size at 2875 Northwind Drive. 

 

Principal Planner Menser provided an update on both agenda items.  The Planning Commission 

discussed the proposal last year during the June 11, 2018 meeting.  The project was put on hold so 

the developer could obtain necessary permits from the Michigan Department of Environmental 

Quality.  In addition, on December 12, 2018, the Zoning Board of Appeals approved a request for a 

variance to excavate in the floodway. 

 

Ron Calhoun representing Meridian Investment Group, LLC, 2875 Northwind Drive, provided an 

update on the project since the June 11, 2018 Planning Commission Meeting.  Mr. Calhoun indicated 

he would be available for questions. 

 

Planning Commission Discussion: 

 

Commissioner Trezise expressed concern at the meeting last year with regards to student parking 

during the school year and the potential of vehicles that could end up under water if flooding in the 

area took place and still is concerned with parking in the flood plain. 

 

Vice-Chair Scott-Craig noted his concern with parking in the flood plain.  There could be a threat to 

83 of the 116 parking spaces should a major flood occur.  The majority of parking would be by 

residents and many vehicles would be parked overnight which causes a safety and health hazard if 

there were to be a major flooding problem in the future.  Vice-Chair Scott-Craig asked if a structure 

could be built that is above the flood plain so vehicles would be protected from the potential 

problem.   



 

 

13.B 

Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

 

To:  Township Board 
 
From:  Mark Kieselbach, Director of Community Planning and Development 
 
  Justin Quagliata, Assistant Planner 
 
Date:  February 13, 2019 
 
Re: Rezoning #18150 (Township Board) 
 
 
At its meeting on November 8, 2018 the Township Board initiated the rezoning of approximately 
four acres located at 5000 Okemos Road from RDD (Multiple Family) to C-3 (Commercial).  The 
site is located on the southern end of a 28.49 acre parcel on the south side of Central Park Drive, 
east of Okemos Road.  Only the four acre portion of the property is proposed for rezoning to C-3.  
The remainder of the property, approximately 24.49 acres, would remain in the RDD zoning 
district. 
   
The Planning Commission held the public hearing on the rezoning request at its December 10, 
2018 meeting and voted 9-0 to recommend approval at the December 17, 2018 meeting, citing the 
following reasons for its decision: 
 
 The subject site meets or exceeds the minimum standards for lot area and lot width of the 

proposed C-3 (Commercial) zoning district. 
 

 The proposed rezoning to C-3 (Commercial) is consistent with the 2017 Future Land Use Map 
designation of Mixed Use Core. 

 

 The subject site is located adjacent to properties zoned C-3 (Commercial) to the east and south. 
 
 Public water and sanitary sewer services are available to serve the site. 
 
Staff memorandums outlining the rezoning and minutes from the Planning Commission meetings 
at which the rezoning was discussed are attached for the Board’s review. 
 
Township Board Options 
 
The Township Board may approve or deny the proposed rezoning from RDD (Multiple Family) to 
C-3 (Commercial).  If the Board amends the proposal, the request may be referred back to the 
Planning Commission for a recommendation.  A resolution will be provided at a future meeting. 
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Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

 

Attachments 
1. Staff memorandums dated December 5, 2018 and December 13, 2018 with attachments.  
2. Resolution recommending approval dated December 17, 2018. 
3. Planning Commission minutes dated December 10, 2018 (public hearing) and December 17, 

2018 (decision). 
 
 
G:\Community Planning & Development\Planning\REZONINGS (REZ)\2018\REZ 18150 (Township Board)\REZ 18150.tb1.doc 



 

 

To:  Planning Commission  
 
From:  Peter Menser, Principal Planner 
 
  Justin Quagliata, Assistant Planner 
 
Date:  December 5, 2018 
 
Re: Rezoning #18150 (Meridian Township), rezone approximately four acres 

located at 5000 Okemos Road from RDD (Multiple Family) to C-3 
(Commercial). 

 
 
At its meeting on November 8, 2018 the Township Board initiated the rezoning of approximately 
four acres located at 5000 Okemos Road from RDD (Multiple Family) to C-3 (Commercial).  The 
site is located on the southern end of a 28.50 acre parcel on the south side of Central Park Drive, 
east of Okemos Road. Only the four acre portion of the property is proposed for rezoning to C-3.  
The remainder of the property, approximately 24.50 acres, would remain in the RDD zoning 
district.  A land division would be required to separate the portion of the property that is proposed 
for rezoning.  
 
The rezoned property will be transferred to Meridian Mall and added to the Mall’s Commercial 
Planned Unit Development (C-PUD) as part of a land swap, in which the Township will receive 2.52 
acres of Mall property for the relocation of the Farmers’ Market.  The Board voted to authorize the 
Township Manager to complete the transaction at its meeting on November 8, 2018.   
 
The zoning of Meridian Mall is C-3.  For properties to be included in a C-PUD the ordinance requires 
the property to be zoned C-1, C-2, C-3 (Commercial) or CS (Community Service).  The intent of 
transferring the four acres is to keep the Mall consistent with the C-PUD approved by the Township 
Board for open space.  Rezoning the four acres to a commercial category would not change that 
requirement.  If the rezoning is approved the next step would be to amend the Mall’s C-PUD to 
include the four acres of transferred property and remove the 2.52 acre parcel for the Farmers’ 
Market. 
 
The Future Land Use Map from the 2017 Master Plan designates the subject property in the Mixed 
Use Core category. 
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Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

 

FUTURE LAND USE MAP 
 

 
 
Zoning 
 
The subject site is located in the RDD (Multiple Family, maximum five dwelling units per acre) 
zoning district, which requires a minimum of 65 feet of lot width for single-family or 100 feet of lot 
width for multiple-family, and 8,000 square feet of lot area for single-family or 11,000 square feet for 
duplexes.  The requested C-3 zoning district requires a minimum of 100 feet of lot width and 10,000 
square feet of lot area.  With 129.53 feet of lot width on Okemos Road and four acres (174,240 
square feet) of lot area, the site meets the minimum standards for both lot area and lot width of the 
existing RDD and the proposed C-3 zoning districts.  The following table illustrates the lot width and 
lot area standards for the existing RDD and proposed C-3 zoning districts: 
 

Zoning District Lot Width (feet) Lot Area (square feet) 

 
RDD (Multiple Family) 

65 for single family,  
100 for multiple family 

8,000 for single family, 
11,000 for duplexes 

C-3 (Commercial) 100 10,000 
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Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

 

ZONING MAP 
       

 
 
 
Physical Features 
 
The site is currently undeveloped and is generally level, with elevations ranging from 833 feet 
above mean sea level near the northern end of the site and gradually rising to 841 feet above mean 
sea level near the south property line.  Vegetation mainly consists of brush and trees.  The site has 
no special designation on the Township Greenspace Plan.  The Okemos Drain, an open 
(unenclosed) county drain, flows south to north through the southwest portion of the subject site. 
 
Wetlands and Floodplain 
 
The Township Wetland Map depicts Wetland #21-2 located on the site.  The Flood Insurance Rate 
Map (FIRM) for Meridian Township indicates the property is located entirely in the floodplain. 
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Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

 

WETLANDS AND FLOODPLAIN MAP 
 

 
 

Streets & Traffic 
 
The site fronts on Okemos Road, which is a four-lane road with curb and gutter classified as a 
Minor Arterial on the Street Setbacks and Service Drives Map in the zoning ordinance.  The most 
recent (2017) traffic count information from the Ingham County Road Department (ICRD) for 
Okemos Road, between Grand River Avenue and Hillcrest Avenue, showed a total of 6,578 
northbound vehicle trips and 6,078 southbound vehicle trips in a 24 hour period. 
 
Utilities 
 
Municipal water and sanitary sewer is available in the vicinity of the subject site. 
 
Staff Analysis 
 
The applicant has requested the rezoning of approximately four acres of a 28.50 acre parcel from 
RDD to C-3.  When evaluating a rezoning request, the Planning Commission should consider all uses 
permitted by right and by special use permit in the current and proposed zoning districts.  
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Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

 

The Township Board in 2013 approved a C-PUD (C-PUD #13034) for Meridian Mall.  The approved 
plan included an addition to the Mall for retailer Gordmans and the establishment of three future 
building sites adjacent to Central Park Drive.  The Farmers’ Market will be located in the area 
allocated for two of the three future building sites totaling 18,000 square feet in size (one, 10,000 
square foot building and one, 8,000 square foot building).  The relocation of the Farmers’ Market 
to the Mall will impact the number of required parking spaces and the amount of permitted 
impervious surface coverage established by the C-PUD.  The property transfer is intended to offset 
those impacts.  A description of changes to the number of parking spaces and impervious surface 
coverage is explained below.   
 
Parking 
 
The parking requirement for retail shopping centers consisting of more than 600,000 square feet 
of gross leasable area is 5 spaces for every 1,000 square feet of gross leasable floor area.  The C-
PUD granted 4.54 parking spaces for every 1,000 square feet of gross leasable floor area or a total 
of 4,584 parking spaces.  As proposed the Farmers’ Market relocation would reduce Mall parking 
by 120 future parking spaces. 
 
Impervious Surface 
 
C-3 zoned sites are allowed 70 percent impervious surface coverage.  The C-PUD granted coverage 
at 82.54 percent impervious and 17.46 percent pervious.  The Mall property’s impervious surface 
coverage when the Farmers’ Market is relocated will be 82.95 percent, a 0.41 percent increase 
from the allowed impervious coverage granted by the C-PUD.  To compensate for the loss of 
pervious area the Farmers’ Market will occupy, four acres of Township property is being 
transferred to the Mall to keep the property consistent with the allowed impervious surface 
coverage.  After the transfer, the Mall’s impervious surface coverage would be 81.57 percent, 0.97 
percent under the amount granted by the C-PUD. 
 
Planning Commission Options 
 
The Planning Commission may recommend approval or denial of the request, or it may recommend 
a different zoning designation than proposed by the applicant to the Township Board.  A resolution 
will be provided at a future meeting. 
 
Attachments 
1.  Township property survey prepared by Kebs, Inc., dated September 17, 2018 and received by the  
      Township on September 28, 2018. 
2.  Mall property survey prepared by Kebs, Inc., dated April 5, 2018. 
3.  Rezoning criteria. 
4.  Location maps. 
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Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

 

To:  Planning Commission  
 
From:  Peter Menser, Principal Planner 
 
  Justin Quagliata, Assistant Planner 
 
Date:  December 13, 2018 
 
Re: Rezoning #18150 (Meridian Township), rezone approximately four acres 

located at 5000 Okemos Road from RDD (Multiple Family) to C-3 
(Commercial). 

 
 
The public hearing for Rezoning #18150 was held at the December 10, 2018 regular meeting.  At the 
meeting the Planning Commission agreed to consider a resolution to recommend approval of the 
rezoning request at its next meeting. 
 
Planning Commission Options 
 
The Planning Commission may recommend approval or denial of the rezoning as requested by the 
applicant or recommend a different zoning category.  A resolution to recommend approval to C-3 
(Commercial) is attached. 
 

 Move to adopt the attached resolution to recommend approval of Rezoning #18150. 
 
Attachment 
1. Resolution to recommend approval. 
 
 
G:\Community Planning & Development\Planning\REZONINGS (REZ)\2018\18150 (Meridian Township)\REZ 18150.pc2.doc 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION TO APPROVE C-3             Rezoning #18150 
Meridian Township 
5000 Okemos Road 

 
RESOLUTION 

 
At a regular meeting of the Planning Commission of the Charter Township of Meridian, 

Ingham County, Michigan, held at the Meridian Municipal Building, in said Township on the 17th 
day of December, 2018, at 7:00 p.m., Local Time. 
 
PRESENT:    ________ ________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ABSENT:             
 
 The following resolution was offered by ___ ________________ and supported by 
_______________________. 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township Board initiated the rezoning of approximately four acres located 
at 5000 Okemos Road from RDD (Multiple Family) to C-3 (Commercial); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing and discussed the rezoning at its 
meeting on December 10, 2018; and 
 
  WHEREAS, the Planning Commission reviewed and discussed the staff material provided 
under a cover memorandum dated December 5, 2018; and 
 

WHEREAS, the subject site meets or exceeds the minimum standards for lot area and lot 
width of the proposed C-3 (Commercial) zoning district; and 

 
WHEREAS, the proposed rezoning to C-3 (Commercial) is consistent with the 2017 Future 

Land Use Map designation of Mixed Use Core; and 
 

WHEREAS, the subject site is located adjacent to properties zoned C-3 (Commercial) to the 
east and south; and 
 

WHEREAS, public water and sanitary sewer services are available to serve the subject site. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
OF MERIDIAN hereby recommends approval of Rezoning #18150 to rezone approximately four 
acres from RDD (Multiple Family) to C-3 (Commercial).  
 
ADOPTED: YEAS: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
   
  _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
   

NAYS:         _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



Resolution to Approve 
Rezoning #18150 (Meridian Township) 
Page 2 
 

STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
    ) ss 
COUNTY OF INGHAM ) 
 
 I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Chair of the Planning Commission of the 
Township of Meridian, Ingham County, Michigan, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true 
and a complete copy of a resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Planning Commission on 
the 17th day of December, 2018. 
 
 
       ___________________________________   
       Dante Ianni 
       Planning Commission Chair 

 
 
G:\Community Planning & Development\Planning\REZONINGS (REZ)\2018\REZ 18150 (Meridian Township)\REZ 18150 PC resolution 
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RESOLUTION TO APPROVE C-3 Rezoning #18150 
Meridian Township 
5000 Okemos Road 

RESOLUTION 

At a regular meeting of the Planning Commission of the Charter Township of Meridian, 
Ingham County, Michigan, held at the Meridian Municipal Building, in said Township on the 17th 
day of December, 2018, at 7:00 p.m., Local Time. 

PRESENT: 

ABSENT: 

Commissioners Ianni. Scott-Craig, Premoe. Shrewsbury, Trezise, Cordill. Lane. Stivers, 
Richards 

The following resolution was offered by Commissioner Premoe and supported by Vice-Chair 
Scott-Craig. 

WHEREAS, the Township Board initiated the rezoning of approximately four acres located 
at 5000 Okemos Road from RDD (Multiple Family) to C-3 (Commercial); and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing and discussed the rezoning at its 
meeting on December 10, 2018; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission reviewed and discussed the staff material provided 
under a cover memorandum dated December 5, 2018; and 

WHEREAS, the subject site meets or exceeds the minimum standards for lot area and lot 
width of the proposed C-3 (Commercial) zoning district; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed rezoning to C-3 (Commercial) is consistent with the 2017 Future 
Land Use Map designation of Mixed Use Core; and 

WHEREAS, the subject site is located adjacent to properties zoned C-3 (Commercial) to the 
east and south; and 

WHEREAS, public water and sanitary sewer services are available to serve the subject site. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
OF MERIDIAN hereby recommends approval of Rezoning #18150 to rezone approximately four 
acres from RDD (Multiple Family) to C-3 (Commercial). 

ADOPTED: YEAS: Chair Ianni. Vice-Chair Scott-Craig. Secretary Premoe. Commissioners 
Shrewsbury. Trezise, Cordill. Lane, Stivers, Richards 

NAYS: None 



Resolution to Approve 
( 

Rezoning #18150 (Meridian Township) 
Page2 

STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
) ss 

COUNTY OF INGHAM ) 

( 

I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Chair of the Planning Commission of the 
Township of Meridian, Ingham County, Michigan, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true 
and a complete copy of a resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Planning Commission on 
the 17th day of December, 2018. 

dohn Scott-Craig 
Planning Commission Vice-Chair 

G:\Community Planning & Development\Planning\REZONINGS (REZ)\2018\REZ 18150 (Meridian Township)\REZ 18150 PC resolution 
to approve with names.pc2.docx 



Planning Commission Regular Meeting Minutes  

December 10, 2018 

Page 3 
 

The potential benefits of rezoning to PO could be lower noise levels, and that the businesses would 

be closed during holidays, weekends and evenings.  During these times, outdoor lighting of a future 

development might not be as much of a concern. 

 

Commissioner Premoe asked Principal Planner Menser if residential property values would be 

lowered in the area if office space is added.  Principal Planner Menser did not speak to property 

values.  

 

Vice-Chair Scott-Craig commented on how busy Jolly Road is and how difficult it can be to exit the 

property. There are topographical issues on the site making it expensive to grade the property for 

development. Vice-Chair Scott-Craig claimed the abandoned house on the property could be 

dangerous.  He further noted it could be possible to develop houses on the property and they would 

sell like the other new houses in the area.  He claimed office use would also be appropriate as a 

transition between uses. 

 

Commissioner Cordill stated a change in zoning to PO would create “spot” zoning and questioned if 

this is the appropriate direction to take.   Principal Planner Menser stated he will address this 

matter in the next staff report. 

 

A straw poll indicated the Planning Commission would be in favor of recommending approval of 

Rezoning #18140 and staff was asked to prepare a resolution recommending approval for the next 

meeting. 

  

Chair Ianni closed the public hearing at 8:35 P.M. 

 

B. Rezoning #18150 (Meridian Township), rezone the south four acres of Parcel I.D. #21-226-

011 from RDD (Multiple Family) to C-3 (Commercial), located on the east side of Okemos 

Road, south of Central Park Drive. 

  

Chair Ianni opened the public hearing at 8:36 P.M.  

 

Principal Planner Menser provided a brief summary of the staff report and also acted on behalf of 

the Township to address questions. 

 

Public Comments: 

 

A. Jean Wallick, 4989 Okemos Road, voiced concerns regarding Rezoning #18150. 

B. Jessi Adler, 1580 Hillside Drive, voiced concerns regarding Rezoning #18150 and asked if 

the land swap between Meridian Township and the Meridian Mall would be green space. 

 

Commissioner Cordill asked Principal Planner Menser who could address the issues Ms. Jean 

Wallick had expressed. Principal Planner Menser stated the concerns would be shared with the 

Ingham Country Drain Commissioner’s Office and Meridian Township’s Engineering Department. 

 

A straw poll indicated the Planning Commission would be in favor of recommending approval of 

Rezoning #18150 and staff was asked to prepare a resolution recommending approval for the next 

meeting. 

 

Chair Ianni closed the public hearing at 8:55 P.M. 



Planning Commission Regular Meeting Minutes APPROVED 

December 17, 2018 

Page 4 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 

YEAS:  Commissioners Trezise, Lane, Richards, Stivers, Premoe, Shrewsbury, Scott-Craig, and Ianni. 

NAYS:   Commissioner Cordill. 

MOTION CARRIED:  8-1 

 

B. Rezoning #18140 (Thomas M. Hitch), rezone approximately 2.87 acres located at 2530 & 

2540 Jolly Road from RA (Single Family-Medium Density) to PO (Professional and Office). 

 

Principal Planner Menser mentioned there were no updates to the rezoning proposal other than a 

concern raised during the last meeting about “spot zoning.”  Planner Menser noted that his research 

showed this proposal would not be considered spot zoning as there are other areas nearby zoned 

Professional and Office. 

 

The representative for the owner, Thomas Hitch, 601 Abbot Road, reviewed the proposal and 

provided property history.  Mr. Hitch said he was available for questions. 

 

The realtor for the owner, Jim Caster, 16102 Park Lake Road, was available for questions. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Cordill to approve Rezoning #18140. 

Supported by Commissioner Trezise. 

 

Planning Commission Discussion: 

 

Commissioner Cordill stated rezoning to Professional and Office would not be as intrusive as 

rezoning to commercial or multiple family and the least impactful of the options available.  

Commissioner Cordill also mentioned the property was on the market for eighteen months and 

there was no interest by developers to build additional single family houses. 

 

Vice-Chair Scott-Craig encouraged communication between the homeowners and the Township 

Board to continue as the process moves forward. 

 

Commissioner Stivers asked if the property may be considered as a possible Township park.   

Principal Planner Menser stated the applicant would need to approach the Township Parks and 

Recreation Department. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 

YEAS:  Commissioners Cordill, Trezise, Shrewsbury, Scott-Craig, Richards, Lane and Ianni. 

NAYS:   Commissioners Premoe and Stivers. 

MOTION CARRIED:  7-2 

 

The Planning Commission took a ten minute recess 8:37PM-8:45PM. 

 

C. Rezoning #18150 (Meridian Township), rezone the south four acres of Parcel I.D. #21-226- 

011 from RDD (Multiple Family) to C-3 (Commercial), located on the east side of Okemos 

Road, south of Central Park Drive 

 

Principal Planner Menser reviewed the proposal. 

 

 



Planning Commission Regular Meeting Minutes APPROVED 

December 17, 2018 

Page 5 
 

Motion by Commissioner Premoe to approve Rezoning #18150. 

Supported by Vice-Chair Scott-Craig. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 

YEAS:  Commissioners Premoe, Scott-Craig, Shrewsbury, Trezise, Cordill, Richards, Stivers, Lane 

and Ianni.  

NAYS:   None. 

MOTION CARRIED:  9-0 

 

8. Other Business 

 

A. Mixed Use Planned Unit Development #18044 and Special Use Permit #18091 (Newton 

Pointe LLC) – Resolutions to recommend denial.  

 

Principal Planner Menser reviewed the proposals and noted the motions to approve the MUPUD 

and SUP failed due to the lack of support at the Planning Commission meeting on December 10, 

2018.  Principal Planner Menser stated it was important to document the concerns expressed 

previously for the public record. The information would also assist the Township Board during 

future meetings with the applicant when they submit revisions for the Mixed Use Planned Unit 

Development #18044 and Special Use Permit #18091. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Shrewsbury to approve the resolution to deny the MUPUD. 

Supported by Vice-Chair Scott-Craig. 

 

VOICE VOTE: 

YEAS:  Commissioners Scott-Craig, Shrewsbury, Premoe, Trezise, Cordill, Richards, Stivers, Lane 

and Ianni.  

NAYS:   None. 

MOTION CARRIED:  9-0 

 

B. Resolution of Appreciation – Dante Ianni 

 

Vice-Chair Scott-Craig made a motion to approve the Resolution of Appreciation for Dante Ianni. 

Supported by Commissioner Richards. 

 

VOICE VOTE:  Motion approved unanimously. 

 

C. Resolution of Appreciation – Emily Stivers 

 

Commissioner Cordill made a motion to approve the Resolution of Appreciation for Emily Stivers. 

Supported by Commissioner Trezise. 

 

VOICE VOTE:  Motion approved unanimously. 

 

 

 

 

 



Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

To: Township Board  

From: Mark Kieselbach, Director of Community Planning and Development 

Peter Menser, Principal Planner 

Date: February 14, 2019 

Re: Village of Okemos Concept Plan 

True North Development has submitted a concept plan to develop approximately four acres on the 

northwest and southwest corners of Okemos Road and Hamilton Road using the mixed use planned 

unit development (MUPUD) ordinance.  The submitted conceptual site plan depicts a project with a 

mix of commercial and residential space.  The project narrative notes there may up to 200 

dwelling units.  In addition to MUPUD approval, a special use permit (SUP) would be required for 

any building or group of buildings over 25,000 square feet in size. 

The mixed use planned unit development (MUPUD) ordinance includes a provision for an 

applicant to submit a concept plan for concurrent review by the Planning Commission and 

Township Board.  The review provides an opportunity to offer comments and suggestions on the 

project design prior to a MUPUD application.  The review is informal; therefore a public hearing 

and associated noticing are not required.  The Planning Commission will review the concept plan 

at its meeting on February 25, 2019.  

The MUPUD process requires public hearings with both the Planning Commission and Township 

Board.  The Planning Commission makes a recommendation on the project with the Township Board 

having final approval. 

Attachments 

1. Project narrative submitted by the developer received by the Township on January 28, 2019.

2. Conceptual site plan dated January 28, 2019 and received by the Township on January 28, 2019.

G:\Community Planning & Development\Planning\MIXED USE PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENTS (MUPUD)\CONCEPT 

PLANS\2019\Village of Okemos concept plan\Village of Okemos MUPUD concept plan.tb1.docx 
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MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP MIXED USE PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT 
PREAPPLICATION INFORMATION AND CONCEPT PLAN

True North Development requests a Concept Plan Review by the Meridian Township Director of Community Planning and 
Development for a potential mixed use planned unit development, currently being referred to as The Village of Okemos, on the 
Northwest and Southwest corners of  Okemos Road and Hamilton Road in Okemos, Michigan.

The goal of partnering with the township in preapplication collaboration and a concept plan review is to acquaint the Planning 
Commission and Township Board with the proposed project; to receive township guidance regarding the proposed development's 
compatibility with the purpose, intent and standards of township ordinances; and to streamline the process and feasibility of bringing 
the project to fruition for downtown Okemos.

CONTACT:
Will Randle, True North Development
517-580-2550
will@truenorthdevco.com
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MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP MIXED USE PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT 
PREAPPLICATION INFORMATION AND CONCEPT PLAN

SUMMARY OF THE PROJECT
• A mixed use development, currently being referred to as The Village of Okemos, is under development and feasibility assessment for

the Northwest and Southwest corners of Okemos Road and Hamilton Road, commonly known as downtown Okemos or the 4
Corners, selected because of its immense potential for a multi-phase project that would allow for true community transformation in
one of the developers' hometowns.

• The Village of Okemos has been designed by a team of the nation's best planning, architecture, engineering, landscape, community
engagement, traffic and community experts to ensure it is a national model for redevelopment. The team's goal is to reinvigorate a
historic hamlet that now has only one remaining historic structure, rebuilding it into a thriving village with a walkable downtown, and
establishing it as a true commercial and cultural center for Meridian Township.

• At each step in the process, The Village of Okemos team has partnered with Meridian Township to understand and incorporate the
township's health and safety goals for walkability, pedestrian orientation and high-quality, durable building materials; to increase the
township's prosperity goals and citizen welfare by increasing property values which will support necessary public services; and to
enhance diversity goals with new types of residential uses in a close-knit community design, per the township's Master Plan.

• Perhaps even more importantly, the development team - led by local developer Will Randle - is proposing a $100+ million
investment into this blighted and much-neglected key area of downtown Okemos by transforming it into a vibrant, walkable,
beautiful community asset filled with businesses and housing options requested by the local community. The proposed project is a
mixed use multi-story community with public and private parking centered around  a small downtown with restaurants and small
boutique shops.

• Community engagement is essential to the success of the development. Already, the development team has participated in a 4
Corners Alliance meeting with more than 100 attendees, convened an advisory committee of residents and building owners which
meets regularly, and has scheduled and hosted meetings with the Cedar Bend Heights and Indian Hills neighborhoods. Community
engagement will continue to remain a consistent and ongoing priority to ensure the development truly reflects the Meridian
Township community, including additional community feedback surrounding the project name, design and desired businesses.

• Current concepts for the development propose primarily four-story L-shaped structures, one each on the Northwest and Southwest
corners of Okemos and Hamilton roads. The building designs are an elegant take on the historic structures commonly found in
Michigan's early 20th-century village downtowns, leveraging varied roof lines, abundant windows, and different building materials
such as wood, brick and stone. In response to community feedback, the original idea of five-story buildings was reduced to four
stories with a handful of fifth-story penthouses with terraces. Additionally, the plan now includes three-story buildings nearing the
neighborhoods to ease the height transition, per neighbor feedback.

• The proposed development is currently designed to include first- and potentially second-floor restaurant, retail and service space, to
be filled based on a comprehensive market analysis of what the location can support, paired with community feedback and requests.
Douglas J has committed to moving its salon into the Village of Okemos project and will be able to stay and grow in Meridian
Township for the foreseeable future if the project proceeds.

• The residential component of the project also has been refined based on community feedback. The currently proposed residential
component includes up to 200 luxury residential units. Housing options include one, two and three bedroom flats, as well as two-
story townhouses with a variety of unique features ranging from balconies to outdoor terraces.

•
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MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP MIXED USE PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT 
PREAPPLICATION INFORMATION AND CONCEPT PLAN 
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SUMMARY OF THE PROJECT (CONTINUED)

• As a result of The Village of Okemos project, township officials state the township will be able to attract additional development,
investment and projects to reverse the decline in taxable commercial and residential property values in the DDA District and
provide opportunities and amenities for residents.

• "This is going to be a wonderful place to live. This is going to bring value to the township as a center of community. This will bring
activity again to our downtown." - Will Randle, True North Development

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND INQUIRIES, CONTACT:

Will Randle, True North Development
517-580-2550
will@truenorthdevco.com

• Perhaps most significant about the project is the opportunity to address significant environmental concerns and costs that have
been a driving factor behind the failure of previously proposed developments. There is extensive environmental contamination from
previous businesses in the area. The township is working with the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality to secure funds
for clean-up, but it will not cover the full cost. The recently passed Meridian Township Downtown Development Authority TIF Plan
is another key tool in providing the necessary funding to develop the site. Through the partnership and collaboration with the
township and state, as well as the scale of the proposed development, it is expected the environmental contamination can finally be
addressed through this project.

• It is expected parking for the development will be provided underground and through surface lots behind the structures. It is
possible there will be street parking along Hamilton Road. A traffic study has been conducted to ensure changes to parking don't
negatively impact residents and visitors.

• Award-winning planner Robert Gibbs of Gibbs Planning Group is a member of the development team. He and his team were
engaged in the successful revitalizations of Northville and Birmingham, Michigan, and feel downtown Okemos is well-poised for
success with the right development - this development. Gibbs' team has designed a historically inspired streetscape and boulevard
plan for the Village of Okemos to increase walkability while calming traffic and charming visitors.

WHAT COULD THIS PROPOSAL MEAN FOR MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP? 
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Designation Common Name Scientific Name pAGE
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A S     
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20Ulmus americana ‘Augustine’American ElmU A

Notes:

UA

AS

QR

AS

QR

AS

AS QR AS QR AS QR QRAS QRAS AS QRAS

AC
UA

UA

UA
UA

UA

UA

UA

UA

UA

UA UA

QR

QR

QR
QR

QR

QR

TCUA TCUA TCUA TCUA TCTC TC UATC UATC UATC UATC TC

QR

QR

QR

AC

AC

AC

AC

AC

AC

AC

AC

AS QR AS QR AS QR AS QR AS QR

QR

QR

AS

AS

QR

AS

QR

AS

AS

AS

QR

QR

Decorative 
Pavement
w/ Bollards

Decorative 
Pavement

w/ Bollards

Grass Boulevard
w/ Flower Beds

Decorative
Pavement

w/ Bollards
Grass

Treelawn

Grass
Treelawn

Sidewalk
5’ min.

Boxwoods
Boxwoods

Boxwoods

Grass
Treelawn

Boxwoods

Decorative Pavement
w/ 1’ Concrete Border

Sawcut
Concrete

Sawcut
Concrete

Sidewalk
5’ min.

Grass
Treelawn

Curbed Planter
w/ Ornamental
Ground Cover

Curbed Planter
w/ Ornamental
Ground Cover

Grass
Treelawn

Sidewalk
5’ min.

Sidewalk
5’ min.

Grass
Treelawn

Okemos Road

Ha
mi

lto
n R

oa
d

Ardmore Avenue

Me
tho

dis
t S

tre
et

Cl
int

on
 S

tre
et

0 6

SCALE 1” = 30’

12 6030

Typical Isometric view

Key

Street light

Trash Receptacle

Bike Rack

Bench

Village  of  Okemos
Site  Design Plan

Meridian Township,  Michigan
23 January 2019

Architect:
Presley Architecture

 

Landscape Architect:
Gibbs Planning Group



Ok
em

os
 R

oa
d

Hamilton Road

Ar
dm

or
e A

ve
nu

e

0 2

SCALE 1” = 10’

4 2010

Site Furnishings

Spring City Richmond w. Newburyport Pole Canterbury Designs Rook Bollard Kingsley Bate Hyde Park Bench Bollard Bike Rack Verdin Post Clock WayfindingCanterbury Designs 
Charleston Receptacle

Village  of  Okemos
Site  Design Detail

Meridian Township,  Michigan
23 January 2019

Architect:
Presley Architecture

 

Landscape Architect:
Gibbs Planning Group

Key

Street light

Trash Receptacle

Bike Rack

Bench

24’ 24’

25’

24’ 20’

24’24’24’ 20’

Decorative 
Pavement
w/ Bollards

Decorative 
Pavement
w/ 1’ Concrete 
Border

2’ x 2’
Sawcut
Concrete

Decorative 
Pavement

w/ Bollards
6” Curbed Planter

w/ Ornamental
Ground Cover















r
-
-
-
-
-

1 I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I L
 

-
:II 
l 

I 
SH

EE
T 

Tm
..E

 

~ 
I 

PE
RS

PE
CT

IV
E 

VI
EW

 
~ 

I 
NO

RT
HE

AS
T 

-O
KE

M
O

S 
/ 

=f>
 

HA
M

IL
 TO

N 
w

 
I 

0 s
~

o
. 

L 
_

_
_

_
_

 _
 

I PR
O

JE
CT

 
I a

.J
EN

T 

!-1
 I~
 , I
 

! I I 
I 

1 /
 

If 
I ! i
 

I 

I 
IS

SU
ED

 

PL
AN

 S
CH

EM
E 

F
 

~
 

~
 

~
 

~
 i ~ 

~. ' 

M
N-

O
Y·

YR
 

DR
AW

N 
CH

EC
KE

D 

1-
28

-2
01

9 

e-
--

--
--

t·
 -

--
-

-1
--

1
--

r I I I J 

....
_ 

J_
 

~
 

. 
l 

l 
- ... 

-, 

T
's

rN
.I

P-
5 

-
-
-

-
-

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
,
 

"" 
I • \~
 

I 
-n

 

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 

_
J 

P
R

E
S

L
E

Y
 A

R
C

H
IT

E
C

T
U

R
E

 
10

8 
N.

 C
EN

TE
R

 S
T.

 
SU

IT
E 

20
5 

NO
RT

HV
IL

LE
, M

l 4
81

67
 

P.
 2

48
.3

48
.1

12
4.

 
F.

 2
48

.3
48

.9
30

0 
E.

 g
re

gp
re

sle
y@

co
m

ca
st

.n
et

 _J
 



,
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
,
 

, 

/ 

' 

L
 
-

..., l
 I

 S
IE

E
TT

IT
l.E

 

~ ! 
I 

PE
R

SP
EC

TI
VE

 V
IE

W
 

" 
I 

SO
U

TH
EA

ST
 -

~
 

H
AM

IL
TO

N
 

I C
l.E

N
T 

I 1
ss

uE
D 

M
N

-D
Y-

YR
 

D
R

AW
N

 
C

H
EC

KE
D

 

PL
AN

 S
C

H
EM

E 
F

 
1-

28
-2

01
9 

- - - - ----
i 

'-
--

--
--

t·
 -

--
-

-1
--

1
--

w
 

I 
0 ~
 

L
 _

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

 _
 

~ 
I 

I 
, i I I I ~
 

~ T
's

rAM
PS-

-
-

i,
J , 

/ 

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 

_J
 

P
R

E
S

L
E

Y
 A

R
C

H
IT

E
C

T
U

R
E

 
10

8 
N.

 C
EN

TE
R

 S
T.

 
SU

IT
E 

20
5 

N
O

R
TH

VI
LL

E,
 M

l 4
81

67
 

P.
 2

48
.3

48
.1

12
4.

 
F.

 2
48

.3
48

.9
30

0 
E.

 g
re

gp
re

sle
y@

co
m

ca
st

.n
et

 _J
 



,
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
,
 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

I. 

I \ 

L 
-

..., 
l 

I S
IE

E
T

T
IT

lE
 

!P
R

O
JE

C
T 

I C
t.E

N
T 

I 1
ss

uE
D

 
M

N
-D

Y-
YR

 
D

R
AW

N
 

C
H

EC
KE

D
 
I 

T
's

rA
M

P
S

 
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

_J
 

! 1 
PE

R
SP

EC
TI

VE
 V

IE
W

 
II 

~ 
~
 

P
R

E
S

L
E

Y
 A

R
C

H
IT

E
C

T
U

R
E

 
" 

I 
N

O
R

TH
W

ES
T 

-
I 
~
 

10
8 

N.
 C

EN
TE

R
 S

T.
 

SU
IT

E 
20

5 
N

O
R

TH
VI

LL
E,

 M
l 4

81
67

 
t 

I 
H

AM
IL

 TO
N 

I A
R

D
M

O
R

E 
I 

1 
I< 

" 
--<

 
P.

 2
48

.3
48

.1
12

4.
 

F.
 2

48
.3

48
.9

30
0 

E.
 g

re
gp

re
sle

y@
co

m
ca

st
.n

et
 

~i
 

m
 

'"~
' 

L 
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

--
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

--
-

-
-

-
-

-
--

-
-

-
~ 

~~ 
~~~

 n
 

...
 ~

ct
~

;:
;!

~
 

-
I
 

ij~
~~

~i
ii 

"'
 

_J
 


	February 19, 2019 Township Board Agenda
	7A Treasurer's Report
	9A Comms
	9B Minutes
	9C Bills
	9D No Parking Traffic Control Order
	9E Amendments to 2019 Board Mtg Schedule
	11A 13C Sierra Ridge 2 & 3 Res 4 Hrg 2.19.19 Packet
	12A Rezoning #18140 (Hitch) - Final Adoption 2-19-19
	REZ 18140.tb3

	12B Medical Marihuana Non-Zoning Ordinance - Introduction (2-19-19)
	Medical Marihuana Non-Zoning Ordinance.tb10
	Resolution to Approve non-zoning ordinance INTRO 2-19-19
	Non-Zoning Ordinance 2-5-19 clean

	12C Park Commission Appointment
	12D poverty exemption revision
	pov exempt memo 2019
	Poverty Exemption Resolution Feb 19 2019
	MT Poverty Exemption Guidelines 2019 amended
	POVERTY EXEMPTION Guidelines
	POVERTY EXEMPTION REQUIREMENTS

	MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP ASSESSING DEPARTMENT

	MT Poverty Exemption Application

	12E Grand River Wtr SAD #49 Res 4  2.19.19 pckt
	13A Rezoning #18160 (Giguere) 2-19-19
	REZ 18160.tb1
	1.  REZ 18160.pc1 w attachments
	2.  REZ 18160.pc2 w attachments
	REZ 18160.pc2
	REZ 18160 res to approve

	3.  Resolution to approve
	4.  PC approved minutes 12-17-18 (public hearing)
	5.  PC approved minutes 1-14-19 (decision)

	13B Rezoning #18150 (Township Board) 2-19-19
	REZ 18150.tb1
	1.  REZ 18150.pc1 with attachments
	REZ 18150.pc1
	township property survey page 1
	mall property survey page 1
	4 acres for swap
	Mall C-PUD land swap 10-31-18

	2.  REZ 18150.pc2 with attachment
	REZ 18150.pc2
	REZ 18150 PC resolution to approve.pc2

	3.  REZ 18150 PC resolution to approve SIGNED
	4.  PC approved minutes 12-10-18 (public hearing)
	5.  PC approved minutes 12-17-18 (decision)

	13D Village of Okemos Concept Plan O
	VillageofOkemos.ConceptPlanSummary.FINAL
	20190128-ALL DWGS smaller




