
 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 
LAND PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
Township Service Center 
2100 Gaylord C. Smith Court | Haslett, MI 
Wednesday, June 11, 2025, 6 PM 
 
PRESENT: Board Members:  Jamie Hiller, Steve Thomas, Kathy Fay, Yu Man Lee (Environmental 

Commission), Mark Stephens (Park Commission), Angela Demas (Township Board). 
ABSENT: Kris Parnell. 
STAFF:  Emma Campbell, Stewardship Coordinator 
 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Chair Hiller called the meeting to order at 6:06 pm. 

 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 

a. None. 
 

3. APPROVE AGENDA 
a. June 11, 2025 

 
Board Member Fay moved to approve the June 11, 2025 Agenda to place on file.  
Commissioner Lee seconded. 
 
Voice vote:  Unanimous 
 
4. APPROVE MINUTES 

a. April 9, 2025 
 
Commissioner Stephens moved to approve the April 9, 2025 minutes to place on file.  Clerk 
Demas seconded. 
 
Voice vote:  Unanimous 
 

b. May 14, 2025 
 

Board Member Fay moved to approve the May 14, 2025 minutes to place on file.  
Commissioner Lee seconded. 
 
Chair Hiller makes a motion to update the May 14, 2025 minutes to include the sentence 
after 6 pm to conduct a site visit and ecological screening. Clerk Demas makes a motion to 
change the meeting from a Regular Meeting to a Special meeting in the title. Clerk Demas 
seconded.  
 
Roll Call:   
 
Yayes:  Jamie Hiller, Steve Thomas, Yu Man Lee, Kathy Fay, Mark Stephens, Angela Demas. 
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Nays:  None. 
 
Vice Chair Thomas makes a motion to approve minutes as amended. Board member Fay 
seconded. 
 
Voice vote:  Unanimous 
 
5. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. None. 
 
6. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

a. Acquisition Prioritization (Exhibit A) 
i. Part 1:  Current Land Preservation inventory & management efforts 

1. Comments about ecological inventory additions: 
a. Degree of remnant habitat 
b. Ease of restorability 
c. Obstacles to restorability 
d. Rephrasing the word ‘use’ under Aesthetic Value to include more 

specific language (preserves are not for recreation, but can 
provide educational and deer management opportunities) 

e. Parcel size may not need as large of a scoring section 
2. Environmental Quality Section:  Phase I Environmental Assessment are a 

requirement as part of the screening process. Instead of having board 
members fill this out, have the information added to the score once the 
Phase I Environmental Assessment is included. 

3. A Land Use History should be included to give more information on the 
area for the ecological screening  

4. Commissioner Lee proposes that we can make decisions about scoring 
as a group and come to a decision together for scoring instead of scoring 
as individuals 

a. Vice Chair Thomas proposes that we score as individuals and 
then get together to discuss the group scoring 

5. Cost of Land scoring. Incorporate this into the scoring once the appraisal 
is completed and returned.  

6. Chair Hiller proposes that the Environmental Commission should take a 
look at the final scoring that LPAB drafts 

b. Cornell-Sweetwood Preserve Naming (Exhibit B) 
i. Geographical location references help public know where the preserve is 

 
Chair Hiller makes a motion to move into closed session.  Commissioner Stephens seconded. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Ayes:  Jamie Hiller, Steve Thomas, Mark Stephens, Yu Man Lee, Kathy Fay, Angela Demas. 
 
Nays:  None. 
 
(BEGIN CLOSED SESSION) 
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c. Parcels for Acquisition Consideration 
i. Parcel A 

ii. Parcel B 
 
Commissioner Stephens moved to end closed session. Vice Chair Thomas seconded.  
 
Roll Call:   
 
Yayes:  Steve Thomas, Yu Man Lee, Mark Stephens, Kathy Fay, Angela Demas. 
 
Nays:  None. 
 
(END CLOSED SESSION) 
 
Chair Hiller moved to not pursue further action for the acquisition of Parcel A. Clerk Demas 
seconded. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yayes:  Mark Stephens, Steve Thomas, Yu Man Lee, Kathy Fay, Jaimie Hiller, Angela Demas. 
 
Nays:  None. 
 
Chair Hiller makes a motion to take such action as discussed in relation to Parcel B. 
Commissioner Stephens seconded. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yayes:  Mark Stephens, Steve Thomas, Yu Man Lee, Kathy Fay, Jaimie Hiller, Angela Demas. 
 
Nays:  None. 
 
7. REPORTS 

a. STAFF REPORT:  Stewardship Coordinator, Emma Campbell 
i. MCC June Stewardship Calendar (Exhibit C) 

1. Organizing contractual work 
2. Native plantings and habitat restoration  

b. ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION REPORT:  Commissioner Yu Man Lee 
i. Wetland use permit discussion:  Bike-pedestrian pathway to connect two 

neighborhoods at the Smith Consolidated Drain. Wetland mitigation was used to 
offset the 0.3 acres. 

ii. Bioswale at Marshall Park proposal created using the Climate Sustainability 
Funds.  

iii. Finished approving two Green Grants at HOA properties. Approved Mid-
Michigan Land Conservancy Green Grant. Commission plans to re-evaluate the 
Green Grant program and reporting procedure. 

iv. Green Fair is August 17, perhaps Stewardship staff can have wetland education 
materials at that event. 

v. Climate Sustainability Funding; Township Board is going to re-evaluate. How do 
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goals overlap for the CSP in conjunction with Land Preservation 
c. PARK COMMISSION REPORT:  Commissioner Mark Stephens 

i. Did not have a park commission meeting this month.  
ii. Currently going over the 5 year master plan for parks and recreation 

department. Listening sessions and online surveys will be available to help staff 
create the 5 year plan. Next listening session is September 30.  

 
8. PUBLIC COMMENT 

a. None. 
 

9. OTHER MATTERS AND BOARD MEMBERS’ COMMENTS 
 

10. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
a. Next Land Preservation Advisory Board Meeting: Wednesday, August 13, 2025 at 6 pm 

at the Township Service Center, 2100 Gaylord C. Smith Court, Okemos, Michigan 48864. 
 

11. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Commissioner Lee moved to adjourn the meeting.  Vice Chair seconded. 
 
Chair Hiller adjourned the meeting at 8:07 pm. 
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2023 REQUEST FOR BIDS 

Meridian Township Parks and Recreation  

Prescribed Burn Treatment  

 
Owner:                   Meridian Charter Township 
                                 2100 Gaylord C. Smith Court 
                                 Haslett, MI 48840 
 
Contact Person:    Emma Campbell, Land Stewardship Coordinator 
                                 Phone: 517-853-4614 
                                 Email: ecampbell@meridian.mi.us  

Project Name:   Legg Park Prescribed Burn Treatment 

1.     REQUEST 

Site Specifications: 
Legg Park (3891 Van Atta Road, Okemos, MI 48864): Prescribed burn of approximately 7.8 

acres in Legg Park. Current condition of the burn unit is largely an oak dominated deciduous forest 

with relatively few understory shrubs. The location has probably not experienced fire in at least 40 

years. The burn unit is surrounded by a well-used foot trail about 8 feet wide with vehicle on 

southern portions of the trail and ATV access to the entire trail. The Red Cedar River runs parallel 

to the northern edge of the burn unit, and is just beyond the northern foot trail that would serve as 

a designated burn break. Fuels on average are moderately well developed but somewhat patchy, 

and consist mostly of oak leaves. Desired fire intensity is moderate (flame heights between 1 and 2 

feet are ideal, but slightly cooler or slightly hotter would be acceptable). There are residential 

neighborhoods located to the west of the preserve, as well as to the north across the river. They will 

receive letters notifying them of the burn. Pictures of the area are located on the next page (Fig. 1 & 

Fig. 2). 

 

Goals of Legg Park Burn:  The primary goal of the fire would be to stimulate herbaceous 

vegetation and provide better habitat for insects as we expand stewardship in this area, which has 

included invasive species removal and native plantings of woodland flora. There is a desire to 

increase sunlight in this area to improve growing condition for native woodland flowers. An ideal 

prescribed burn would consume most of the duff layer and top-kill some percentage of the 

numerous ash sapling, beech and maple seedlings, etc.  

 

 

 



A fall burn for 2023 is strongly preferred (November 1 through December, 2023). It is 

assumed that the burn will be prioritized by the prescribed burn vendor when suitable weather 

occurs, and thus completed during that timeframe. However, if legal contingencies or contracting 

delays prevent the prescribed burn vendor from conducting the work in November or December of 

2023, the burn contract will remain in force and the burn shall take place in spring (January 

through April 7, 2024). Burning outside of these timeframes is not preferred and can only occur 

under discussion with Meridian Township. Missing these preferred timeframes may result in no 

burn at all, and forfeiture of the contract. 

 

(Fig. 1) The prescribed burn area of approximately 7.8 acres located within Legg Park. The 

boundary shown in white consists of a well-used foot trail. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Fig. 2) The property boundary of Legg Park with Red Glen Preserve located to the west and 

residential neighbors to the north.  

 
 

Township staff and/or volunteers will be available to cooperate with the prescribed burn vendor as 

needed, by walking burn units, inspecting fire breaks, or discussing contingencies or sensitive 

locations within the weeks, days, or hours prior to the prescribed burn. 

2.  SCOPE OF WORK FOR BID 

 Prescribed burn treatment of Legg Park in Meridian Township, of approximately 7.8 
acres. 

3.  CONTENT OF PROPOSAL 
 An itemized amount for the product. 
 Timeline for treatment plan. 
 References for work to be completed (minimum of 3). 

4.  THE COMPANY CHOSEN WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR: 
 Creating a burn plan that includes emergency contacts, appropriate weather conditions in 

which the burn could take place and the proposed crew make up 
 Discussion of burn plan with the Meridian Township Fire Chief and obtaining the necessary 

burn permit from Tavis Millerov, Fire Inspector 
○ Contractor may be responsible for fire department fee, which can be passed on to 

Meridian Township in their invoice 
 Conducting the prescribed burn treatment of approximately 7.8 total acres of Legg Park, 

located in Meridian Township 
 Supplementing burn breaks the day of, as needed 
 Notifying all necessary parties immediately prior to the burn 
 Providing required types of insurance coverage:  



○ Commercial General Liability Insurance:  The Contractor shall procure and maintain on an 
“Occurrence Basis” with limits of liability not less than $1,000,000 per occurrence and 
aggregate.  

○ Workers Compensation Insurance:  The Contractor, including sole proprietors with any 
employees, shall procure and maintain during the life of this contract, Worker’s 
Compensation Insurance, including Employers’ Liability Coverage, in accordance with all 
applicable statutes of the State of Michigan. If the Contractor is a sole proprietor with no 
other employees, in lieu of Workers’ Compensation Insurance, the Contractor must submit a 
Waiver of Workers Compensation.  

○ Motor Vehicle Liability:  The Contractor shall procure and maintain during the life of this 
contract Motor Vehicle Liability Insurance, including Michigan No-Fault Coverages’ with 
limits of liability not less than $1,000,000 per occurrence.  

5.  JUDGING OF PROPOSALS 

 Meridian Township reserves the right to reject all bids, waive informalities or 
irregularities, and accept the bid that it determines to be in the best interest of its park 
users. 

6.  SUBMISSION 

Fill out the form on the next page and return by the submission date. Bids shall be sent to 
Emma Campbell by email or mail 

Email:   ecampbell@meridian.mi.us 
 Mail:      MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION 

2100 Gaylord C. Smith Court 
Haslett, MI 48840   

Please see the next page for the bid form. Bids will be accepted up until 5:00PM on Feb. 17th, 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prescribed Burn Treatment Company Form 

Meridian Township Parks and Recreation 

  

  

Business Name: _____________________________________________________________ 

  

  

Contact: _______________________                     Email: ___________________________ 

  

  

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

  

  

Phone Number: ______________                  Fax: _____________________________                  

  

  

Total Not-to-Exceed Cost: $__________________ 

  

Bids will be accepted up until 5:00 pm on February 17th, 2023. 
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Exhibit B 
 
 
 

















 

                                                                                                                                   

Item 6.C.II. 

 

 

To:  Land Preservation Advisory Board Members 

From: Emma Campbell, Stewardship Coordinator 

Date:  April 9, 2025 

Re:  Parcel B: Hamilton Rd, Parcel #:  33-02-02-21-179-008  

 

This parcel was reported to staff by several residents as a potentially high interest parcel for 
incorporation into the Land Preservation Program. The property lies directly NW of the Township 
property, Mandenberg Preserve. Staff was advised by the Land Preservation Advisory Board 
(LPAB) to gather initial information from the site to bring to the March 12, 2025 board meeting. 
After discussion, a letter of interest will be sent to the landowners. 
 
Staff provided a brief summary of the property, which includes the following information: 
 

1. Parcel B is a vacant parcel currently for sale directly adjacent and adjoining Mandenberg 
Woods Preserve. Parcel B is 1.94 acres and is listed for $94,000 on Zillow.  

2. Parcel B may have an aggressive invasive species that Chair Hiller and Commissioner 
Stephens observed during the acquisition of Mandenberg Preserve. It is a yellow spring 
flower. Staff was advised to investigate this observation. A resident called and provided 
information on the plant, which has been determined as non-native aggressive, winter 
aconite (Eranthis hyemalis). 

3. The Board advised staff to provide initial information on the property and report findings at 
the March 12th board meeting. The board discussed scheduling a site visit to Mandenberg 
Preserve to gather more information on the surrounding area and parcel of interest. 

4. A letter of interest will be sent to the landowners along with a Land Preservation Program 
application with permission for property entry. 
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Exhibit C 



CONNECT. LEARN. CONSERVES T E W A R D S H I P

*ALL EVENTS ARE WEATHER DEPENDENT & MAY BE CANCELLED THE DAY OF

STEWARDSHIP SATURDAYS
These workdays occur every other Saturday year round.

June 14th: This workday will consist of a native planting at
Lake Lansing North Preserve, IF our plants come in time!
Otherwise we will be removing invasive species at Legg
Park, pending flooding & mosquitoes!

3900 Van Atta Road, Okemos

WEEKDAY WARRIORS
June 5th:  Davis Foster Preserve, Invasive purple
loosestrife & Japanese hedge parsley removal

5120 Van Atta Road, Okemos
June 20th:  Okemos Capital Area Library, Native Garden
weeding and volunteer training. We are looking to recruit a
volunteer to help maintain their lovely native gardens!

4321 Okemos Road, Okemos

TEEN NIGHT & CELEBRATE MERIDIAN
Teen night will be at Marketplace on the Green | Fun
activities include gaga ball, food trucks, music, lawn games,
& crafts! 
Check out the schedule of events & volunteer opportunities
for Celebrate Meridian on our website at
www.meridian.mi.us under the ‘About Us’ tab

22

29

PLEASE CONTACT EMMA AT ECAMPBELL@MERIDIAN.MI.US,  OR 517.853.4614

1 1

WEEKDAY
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1-3 PM
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9:30 - 1 2 PM
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