
 
 

 
 
Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 
 
 

AGENDA 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN  

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 
July 1 2020     7 pm 

 

ZOOM MEETING:  ID: 874 3474 0486   Password: 5151 
 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER  
 

2. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 

3. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 

4. PUBLIC REMARKS 
 

5. NEW BUSINESS  
A. Commissioner Application: Luca Winsinski 
B. Mowing Amendment Discussion 
C. Environmental Justice Resolution 
D. Regional Environmental Zoom Meeting:  Sarver 
E. Other 

 
6. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Environmental Review of Code of Ordinances and Green Infrastructure Audit 
B. Other 

 
7. CHAIR’S REPORT 

 
8. STAFF REPORT 

 
9. COMMISSION/LIASON/WORKGROUP REPORTS & DISCUSSIONS 

A. Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 
B. Energy 
C. Environmental Justice Study Group 
D. Green Team/Green Network 
E. Land Preservation 
F. Planning 
G. Sustainable Development Study Group 
H. Transportation 
I. Tree Team 

 
10. PUBLIC REMARKS 

 
11. ADJOURNMENT 



 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, June 3, 2020 7:00 PM 

 
PRESENT: Bill McConnell, John Sarver (Chair), Jim Kielbaso, Ned Jackson, Courtney Wisinski 

(Trustee Liaison), Courtney Boersema, Rose Vadnais (Vice Chair), Susan Masten 
STAFF:  LeRoy Harvey, Stephen Gebes, Samantha Diehl  
GUESTS: Bob Chapman 
 
Approval of Agenda:  Approved 
 
Green Theme:  Solar Power Purchase Agreements were described in a presentation with Bob 
Chapman, formerly executive director of Michigan Interfaith Power and Light and Ecoworks of 
Detroit. Chapman is also the Board chair of Corner Shower & Laundry, serving homeless in Detroit.   
 
Power Purchase Agreements are a way to achieve immediate cost reductions, energy savings, 
renewable energy goals, and greenhouse gas reduction. There are benefits to both building owners and 
investors. View the presentation at http://meridianmi.swagit.com/play/06032020-828.  Slide show only 
at https://www.meridian.mi.us/Home/ShowDocument?id=21082  
 
Approval of Minutes:  Approved 
 
New Business: 
 

Environmental Commissioner Application: The Commission recommended the appointment 
of Tom Frazier (see application in tonight’s packet).  LeRoy will prepare a short memo from the 
EC/Chair Sarver to Supervisor Ron Styka.   
 
Sustainability and Racial Equality: Vadnais suggested that it might be timely to address this 
issue. McConnell echoed this interest. Sarver suggests we put it on a future agenda.  Wisinski 
knows the Governor’s Environmental Justice Advocate and might be able to meet with us.  
Masten, Sarver, McConnell, and Vadnais would like to be part of that discussion.  Masten also 
mentions connections between racial, economic, multi-family dwellings, and Covid-19.  She 
will share data from Ingham County Health Dept. 
 

Old Business 
 

Presentation to the Board of Trustees:  Wisinski expects that the E.C. may have the 
opportunity to present June 16th (Tuesday).  We’ve discussed a presentation about PAH/Coal Tar 
Ban, a Climate Emergency Resolution, an update on our Climate Sustainability Plan, and other 
topics if they’re “ready for prime time” such as the Tree Initiative, the Sustainable Building, and 
a commissioner appointment. 

 
Staff Report:  Harvey reported on his involvement with several groups including Green Network 

http://meridianmi.swagit.com/play/06032020-828
https://www.meridian.mi.us/Home/ShowDocument?id=21082
https://ichd.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/4b78fcb1f2af4967be485a815159dfce


Conversations (Wednesday mornings at 9am on Zoom), the Sustainable Building Study Group, the 
Green Team (recycling event coordination), the Energy Team, and the Tree Team.  He’s also working 
with (and looking for) neighborhood volunteers to help weed the Hidden River Rain Garden at 
Burcham. The fall recycling event will likely occur in the fall. The latest “Green Gazette” describes 
some additional updates. Subscribe here.   
 
Commission/Liaison/Workgroup Reports: 
 

Brownfield Development Authority: Jackson reports progress on the Haslett Marathon 
Service Station/redevelopment (SE corner of Haslett and Marsh). 
 
Energy:   Sarver reported on the MI Solar Series which continues on Thursdays at 7pm.  More 
at https://www.facebook.com/groups/MiSolarUsers/  Samantha Diehl has assisted in uploading 
to the HOMTV Youtube channel. Four of 5 stories feature Meridian residents and will hopefully 
be featured in a Virtual Solar Home Tour in the Fall. 
 
Green Team:  Krishnamurthy is involved with college entrance exams. (As a result, we may 
have another student opening on the Commission)   Harvey reported the table at the Market 
staffed by Green Team members (Roger Eberhardt also helped with a handout).  The Fall 
Recycling Event will be discussed and hopefully planned over the summer. 
 
Land Preservation Board:  Kielbaso reports meetings have been on hold.  A meeting may 
occur next week. Park Naturalist, Emma Campbell will be working with the LPB on developing 
a Meridian Conservation Corp.  There are openings on the LPB. The LPB Apply at 
https://www.meridian.mi.us/government/boards-and-commissions 
 
Planning:  McConnell reports continuing discussion of form-based code (as applied to Grand 
River Corridor). There is interest in environmental considerations (including electric vehicle 
charging stations, green infrastructure, etc.) but it is not obvious how this can be integrated with 
FBC, except by providing waivers or incentives for certain environmental amenities. 
McConnell suggests the Sustainable Building Study Group may inform this discussion. 
 
Sustainable Building Study Group: McConnell reports progress looking at state and national 
standards, tools, and models. See report in June 3 E.C. Packet. Vadnais has also provided info 
on E. Lansing’s Draft Sustainable Building Policy. (which currently mentions LEED-like 
standards for various types of development). 
 
Cliff Walls (Tri-Co Regional Planning Commission/TCRPC) and Theresa Lark (Mid-Michigan 
Environmental Action Council/MMEAC) have offered to assist with a Green Infrastructure 
Audit of Codes & Ordinances.  Harvey will ask about staff time required.  Harvey will draft a 
memo (from the EC), updating others and inviting the Board, the Planning Commission, and 
staff to comment on and assist with green building and green infrastructure code/ordinance 
review.   McConnell suggests specificity and deadlines in the memo.   
 
Transportation: McConnell expressed concern that the Transportation Commission is not 
meeting frequently enough.  This is concerning in that MDOT is well underway in planning for 
M-43.  This could significantly impact the connection between Phase 1 and Phase II of the 
InterUrban Pathway.  He continues to voice this concern to the Board.  Sarver suggests that 
anyone who has contact with the Transportation Commission to provide encouragement. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87035288881
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Green-Gazette-June-2020.html?soid=1110129600896&aid=1Mvl78_QWJg
file://sirius/shared/Community%20Planning%20&%20Development/Planning/ENVCOMM/Minutes/2020/bit.ly/greengazette2020
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MiSolarUsers/
https://www.meridian.mi.us/government/boards-and-commissions
https://www.meridian.mi.us/Home/ShowDocument?id=21068
http://seagrant.wisc.edu/home/Portals/0/Files/Coastal%20Communities/Green_Infrastructure/DRAFT_GIworkbook_complete.pdf
http://seagrant.wisc.edu/home/Portals/0/Files/Coastal%20Communities/Green_Infrastructure/DRAFT_GIworkbook_complete.pdf


McConnell also reports a lot of information on www.meridian.mi.us about road projects. 
 
Tree Team:  Kielbaso reports the recent tree distribution at the Farmers Market. Harvey reports 
that the school planting plan at Haslett and Okemos is still in the works and remains a 
possibility at Chippewa, Haslett H.S., and Hiawatha. 
 
Other:  Masten asks about yard waste accumulation at Cornell and wonders what can be done. 

 
Public Remarks: Stephen Gebes forwarded a couple calls.   Connie Rahbany (HOMTV Intern asks 
what inspired the tree planting project. Kielbaso reports the Board’s decision to devote $10,000 to the 
effort.  Sarver mentioned the multiple health, economic, environmental benefits of tree planting.  
Harvey reports the “feel-good” nature of tree planting – a positive thing that engages citizens in a 
positive way.  Wisinski agreed.  
 
Timothy Hammond, 1801 N. Hagadorn, 48823 also called in asking about volunteering with the E.C. 
or other Boards.  Stephen will forward contact info to the E.C. 
 
Next Meeting:  July 1rd at 7pm on Zoom    

 
Potential Agenda Items (in addition to regular agenda items) 
• Environmental Justice Discussion 
• Wetland Use Permit (Menards) 
• Other 

Adjournment at 8:30pm 
 
Next Meetings for 2020 
 

• *August 5 Community Room, Zoom or Main Fire Station 
• September 2 Town Hall Room, Zoom or Municipal Building 
• October 7 Town Hall Room, Zoom or Municipal Building 
• *November 4 Community Room, Zoom or Main Fire Station 
• December 2 Town Hall Room, Zoom or Municipal Building             *Note:  Change of location 

 

 

http://www.meridian.mi.us/


Meridian Township Environmental Commission – EGLE Environmental 
Justice Advocate Meeting 

Monday, June 22, 2010 
1:00 PM via Zoom 

Attendees: 
Regina Strong, EGLE Environmental Justice Advocate 
John Sarver, Rose Vandais, Susan Masten, Meridian Townships Environmental Commission Members 
Courtney Wisinski, Environmental Commission Board Liaison 

I. Notes 
a. Multifamily housing and hot spots for COVID 19.  Higher population, 

lower income, rental housing.  African American population has 
certainly been affected greater. 

b. Environmental challenges exist 
c. EJ, ensure that everybody is equitably protected.  Ethnicity and race 

concerns are in more urban, industrial areas, resulting in population.   
d. Climate sustainability plan.  Did not give much thought to 

environmental justice.   
i. Center the plan in equity 

1. Disparities with COVID in more populated areas (i.e. 
apartments).  May have different needs than other living 
areas, based on demographics. 

2. Where are places in the township that may need to be 
looked at specifically to determine the need of the 
community? 

a. Engaging students if possible in the fall 
i. Bring energy to the effort, younger 

ii. Need diversity on the EC and other Boards 
in general.  How do we generate interest? 

1. Intentional outreach to residents that 
may not hear about opportunities 

2. Application process may be a barrier 
3. Who’s engaged and who is not and 

find them?  Use existing trusted 
channels; i.e. faith-based, social 



media group, on-line newsletter, ESL 
community places, Islamic Temple 

4. Us the schools to get the information 
to the families, maybe 6-8 grade.  
Schools may have a more diverse 
population than the general 
population due to younger 
population. Susan’s ??? Program is 
already established. 

3. Whether you live in apartments, subdivision or rural 
have the same opportunities 

ii. Ann Arbor example: 
1. Varying populations 
2. They have an EJ event this week to engage people in the 

process  
iii. Regina’s overall tips 

1. Reaching out intentionally 
a. Help to understand what info to share and how to 

share it. 
2. Is there another township that we could model? 

a. Regina will think about it an follow-up 
3. The Environmental Commission will reach out to Regina 

with further questions as we progress. 



Draft June 11, 2020 

 

Chapter 82. Vegetation  

Article II. Prohibited Vegetation  
§ 82-26. Duty of owner, agent or occupant; exceptions.  

[Code 1974, § 98-1; amended by Ord. No. 2015-03, 5-19-2015] 
It shall be the duty of the owner, agent or occupant of any property located within 75 feet of a structure 
or _____ feet of a sidewalk, excepting public utility installations to prevent weeds, grasses, brush or 
other vegetation from growing to a height of greater than eight inches, nor shall such owner, agent, or 
occupant permit an accumulation of dead weeds, grasses, brush or other vegetation of a height greater 
than eight inches on any such properties. Nothing in this section shall apply to trees, flower gardens, 
vegetation planted for ornamental purposes, vegetation in vegetable gardens, or vegetation in fields 
devoted to an agricultural crop, park/land preservation trails, off-road pathways, trails or public 
utility installations.  As used in this article, the term “sidewalk” means the portion of the street 
outside the edge of the roadway, designed and improved for non-motorized use. 

§ 82-27. Removal; notice; cost.  

[Code 1974, § 98-2; amended by Ord. No. 2015-03, 5-19-2015] 
The Fire Chief, Fire Inspector or Township manager, or the authorized agent of the manager, shall 
notify personally, or by posting on the premises, the owner, agent or occupant of any of the lands 
described in § 82-26 on which prohibited grasses, weeds, vegetation or brush is found. Such notice 
shall contain a description of the prohibited condition and a summary of the provisions of this article. 
If the owner, agent or occupant of such land has failed within three business days after such notice is 
delivered or posted to cut, destroy or remove the prohibited condition, the Township manager or 
his/her agent may enter upon such land and destroy by cutting with or without mechanical equipment 
and/or otherwise remove the prohibited weeds, grasses, brush or other vegetation. Express power to 
so enter such lands and perform such duties is hereby conferred upon the Township manager and 
his/her agent. All expenses incurred in such destruction and/or removal shall be billed to and paid by 
the owner, agent or occupant of such lands. If such owner, agent or occupant shall not pay such 
statement when due, the amount of expenses incurred by the Township in destroying and/or removing 
such condition shall be paid from the Township general fund and the amount thereof assessed against 
the lands on which such expenditures were made on the next general assessment roll of the Township 
and shall be collected in the same manner as other taxes are collected. The Township shall have a 
lien upon such lands for such expense, such lien to be enforced in the manner prescribed by the 
general laws of the state providing for the enforcement of tax liens. 

 

G:\CommunityPlanning&Development\Planning\Ordinances\VegetationOrdinanceProposedAmendment2020.tb1.doc 

https://www.ecode360.com/print/ME3541?guid=28778726&children=true#28778726
https://www.ecode360.com/print/ME3541?guid=28778726&children=true#28778729
https://www.ecode360.com/print/ME3541?guid=28778726&children=true#28778730
https://www.ecode360.com/print/ME3541?guid=28778726&children=true#28778731
https://www.ecode360.com/print/28778730#28778730


















 

 

 

A new entry to a form/survey has been submitted. 

Form Name: 

Date & Time: 

Response#: 

Submitter ID: 

IP address: 

Public Service Application Form 

06/25/2020 8:43 PM 

57 

11674 

136.181.198.1 

Time to complete: 39 min., 42 sec. 

Survey Details 

Page 1 

Public Service 
Application Form 

I am interested in service on one or more of the following public bodies as checked below: 

*Special conditions restrict eligibility for appointment

1. 

[x] Environmental Commission

2. Occupation:

Student

3. Indicate areas not included above which may warrant special attention or study that are of interest to you:

I am very interested in serving as a student representative on the Meridian Township Environmental Commission.

4. Describe education, experience or training which will assist you if appointed:

1 





 

 

LUCA WISINSKI 
4419 Elmwood Dr., Okemos, MI 48864 · 517-435-5985 

Lwisinski23@gmail.com 

 
 
Hon. Supervisor Styka 
Meridian Charter Township 
5151 Central Park Rd. 
Okemos, MI 48864 
 

 

DEAR SUPERVISOR STYKA AND MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL 
COMMISSION, 

 
I would very much like to serve as a student representative with the Meridian Township 
Environmental Commission.  You will see from my resume that I exhibit both passion and 
experience for and with environmental sustainability. 
 
I truly enjoy my time serving as an Okemos High School Earth Club Member.  I would like 
to apply my experience and expand my work in environmental studies at a community 
level.  I would be honored to be a part of the work the Environmental Commission is 
committed to. If given this opportunity, I would like to use the leadership skills I learn to 
include on my application to the U.S. Naval Academy.    
 
Thank you for the time to review my resume.  I look forward to talking with you. 
 
Sincerely, 
Luca Wisinski 

 



 

 

LUCA WISINSKI 
4419 Elmwood Dr., Okemos, MI 44864 · 517-435-5985 

Lwisinski23@gmail.com 

I would like to obtain experience in working with local government to advocate for environmental 
issues. 

EXPERIENCE 

AUGUST 2019-PRESENT 

MEMBER, OKEMOS HIGH SCHOOL EARTH CLUB 
Developed and maintained recycling activities at Okemos High School 
Assisted in the initiative to establish paper recycling within Okemos High School 
Member of the research team that proposed a rain garden plan, including finding sponsors, 
developing an installation plan and future garden maintenance 
 
JUNE -- AUGUST 2019 

UMPIRE, MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION 
Umpired U9-12 baseball and softball leagues 
Served as a umpire for various baseball tournaments 
 

EDUCATION 

SOPHMORE, OKEMOS HIGH SCHOOL 
Maintain a 3.5 GPA, (4.0 GPA for the second semester of Freshman year) 
Completed one year of German language class 
Completed one semester of electrical engineering class 
 

SKILLS 

 Passion for environmental sustainability 

 Manage multiple tasks  

 Leadership qualities 

 Team oriented 

 Applied problem solving skills 

 Social media content creater 

ACTIVITIES 

Okemos High School Baseball Player 
Reading and research 
Debate 
Skateboarding 
Nature exploration 
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