
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 
 
 

LAND PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD 
Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, April 13, 2011 
7:00 p.m.  Meeting Room – Meridian Service Center 

 
 
 Members Present: Tom Woiwode, Chair; Members Frank Hatfield, Mark Stephens, James  

   Kielbaso, Dave Caszatt, Margo Smith  
 
Members Absent: Mary Helmbrecht, Vice-Chair; Steve Webster 
 
Staff:   Jane Greenway, Land Management Coordinator 
 
Public Present: Joel Holland, Bryan Holland, Leslie Kuhn, Stephen Burr, Craig Sturk 
 
1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Chairman Woiwode at  
    7:04 p.m. 
 
2. Approve Minutes: MOTION was made by Dave Caszatt, seconded by Jim Kielbaso  
    to approve the minutes for the February 9, 2011 Land   
    Preservation Advisory Board as written. MOTION carried   
    unanimously. 
 
3. Public Remarks  None 

 
 

4. Public Presentations 
 a. Joel Holland – Okemos Boy Scouts, Troop 109 

� Requested permission from Land Preservation Advisory Board (LPAB) to 
demolish existing structures on the Red Cedar Glen Land Preserve, 
located at the end of Sylvan Glen Road. 

� The structures to be removed include a shed, small barn, chicken coop, 
horse feeding station and fencing. 

� Building materials will be advertised on Craig’s List, offered to Habitat 
for Humanity, or recycled, if possible.  Brian Van Order, Michigan 
Demolition, has volunteered to transport remaining materials to the land 
fill. 

� Joel Holland will perform fund-raising for the $350 land fill fee; but may 
return to the LPAB to request additional financial support, if necessary. 

� LPAB asked Jane Greenway to check into the township’s liability policy 
for volunteer projects, and also requested that Joel take photos of the work 
days to present to the LPAB. 
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 MOTION was made by Mark Stephens, seconded by Frank Hatfield, to allow Joel 

Holland to move forward with his eagle scout project, as presented to the LPAB. 
 

Roll Call Vote: YEAS:   Woiwode, Hatfield, Smith, Stephens,   
              Kielbaso, Caszatt 

     NAYS:  None 
 
  Motion carried. 

 
b. Elise Hansen-Tripp – Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr and Huber, Inc. (FTCH) 

� Presented the stewardship and invasive species analysis plans for the 
Northwest Land Preserve, Sower North/Sower Tax Parcel. 

� The Northwest Land Preserve is comprised of seven properties (originally 
purchased from Ranes, Van Acker, MDNR (2), Whitcomb, East Lansing 
Schools, and Walnut Hills Country Club). 

� FTCH did not perform invasive species assessments on the two MDNR 
parcels in the Northwest Land Preserve, but their natural features are 
similar to the adjacent properties. 

� Northwest Preserve:  The highest quality of natural features are in the 
center of the preserve.  The areas with the most invasive species are along 
the perimeter of the preserve, where there is human encroachment.  
English ivy is a problem in the north-east section of the Walnut Hills 
property.  Buckthorn is the most prevalent invasive species in the 
Northwest Preserve. 

� Sower North/Sower Tax Parcel (aka Sower Woods):  The highest quality 
of natural features are in the center of the preserve.  The area with the 
most invasive species is along the perimeter of the preserve.  Honeysuckle 
is the most prevalent invasive species in the Sower Woods Preserve.   

 
 c. Stephen Burr – Michigan State University 

� Presented his report, “Emerald Ash Borer Population Density and the Ash 
Resource at Three Stages of the Invasion Wave”  

� Research sites were in the Meridian Central Wetland Land Preserve 
(formerly known as Winter/Dunham/Boroughs).  

� Stephen also requested approval to continue his studies utilizing the Land 
Preserve.  

 
d. Leslie Kuhn – Mid-Michigan Stewardship Initiative 

� Presented information related to prescribed burns. 
� Proposed a prescribed burn of portions of Ingham County’s Lake Lansing 

Park North, for the purpose of controlling the invasion of red maple and 
black cherry saplings, in spring 2012. 
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� LPAB requested that Pat Witte, Manager of Lake Lansing Parks, attend a 
LPAB meeting to discuss the prescribed burn. 

 
5. 8:45 p.m. Closed Session  

 MOTION was made by Jim Kielbaso, seconded by Dave Caszatt, to enter into closed 
 session to discuss the possible purchase of real estate. 
 
 Roll Call Vote: YEAS:   Woiwode, Webster, Hatfield, Smith, Kielbaso, Caszatt 
    NAYS:  None 
 
 10:00 p.m. Return to Open Session:  MOTION was made by Jim Kielbaso, seconded 
 Frank Hatfield, to end the closed session and return to open session and to take action as 
 recommended in closed session. 
 
 Motion carried. 
 
6. New Business   
 a. Boy Scout Eagle Procedure: 
 

 MOTION was made by Margo Smith, seconded by Frank Hatfield, to move that 
the Land Preservation Advisory Board adopt the policy titled, Boy Scout Eagle 
Project Procedures, Land Preservation Program. 

 
Roll Call Vote: YEAS:   Woiwode, Hatfield, Smith, Stephens,   

              Kielbaso, Caszatt 
     NAYS:  None 
 
  Motion carried. 
  (Boy Scout Eagle Project Procedures, Land Preservation Program, attached to  
  official minutes in Minute Book). 
 
 b. Professional Contract with Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr and Huber, Amendment #2, 
  2011 Preserves: 
 

 MOTION was made by Dave Caszatt, supported by Mark Stephens, to move that 
the Land Preservation Advisory Board authorize staff to enter into a professional 
services agreement with Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr and Huber, Inc. for the 
purpose of conducting invasive species assessments for an amount not to exceed 
$15,000. 

  
Roll Call Vote: YEAS:   Woiwode, Hatfield, Smith, Stephens,   

              Kielbaso, Caszatt 
     NAYS:  None 
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  Motion carried. 
  (Professional Services agreement with Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr and Huber, Inc.  
  attached to the official minutes in Minute Book.) 
 
 c. Amendment to the Red Cedar Glen Land Preserve Management Plan (document  
  may be found in the Minute Book). 
 
  MOTION was made by Frank Hatfield, supported by Mark Stephens, that the  
  Land Preservation Advisory Board incorporate the report titled,    
  “Recommendations Regarding Proposed Access and Drainage Easement Options, 
  February 28, 2011”, to the Red Cedar Glen Management Plan. 

  
Roll Call Vote: YEAS:   Woiwode, Hatfield, Smith, Stephens,   

              Kielbaso, Caszatt 
     NAYS:  None 
 
  Motion carried. 
  (Red Cedar Glen Management Plan and Amendment attached to official minutes  
  in Minute Book). 

 
7. Other 

 a. LPAB requested color maps showing all of the land preserves. 
 b. LPAB suggested the development of a “wish list” for future volunteer projects. 
 c. LPAB member Margo Smith reported on her visit to the Rysberg Preserve, 

 suggested that we put up gates at both entry points and also clean up the fire-pit 
 area. 

 d. Northwest Preserve – Garlic Mustard Pull, May 7, 2011, 10 a.m., Snell Towar 
 Recreation Center 

 
  MOTION made by Dave Caszatt, supported by Mark Stephens, that the Land  
  Preservation Advisory Board support the Northwest Preserve Garlic Mustard Pull  
  that is planned for May 7, 2011, by providing $100.00 to be used for refreshments 
  and supplies for the volunteer work day. 
 

 Roll Call Vote: YEAS:   Woiwode, Hatfield, Smith, Stephens,   
              Kielbaso, Caszatt 

     NAYS:  None 
 

8. Adjournment    
 10:30 p.m.  Chairman Woiwode adjourned the meeting. 
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