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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN

LAND PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD

MEETING MINUTES
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10, 2015
MERIDIAN SERVICE CENTER

Members Present:
Julie Brixie, Roland Harmes, Frank Hatfield, James Kielbaso, Jon Mayes, Margo Smith 

Members Absent:
Robert Rusch, Mark Stephens
Staff:
Land and Management Coordinator Jane Greenway
1. Call Meeting to Order 
Chair Kielbaso called the meeting to order at 6:02 pm.

2.
Approve Agenda
Under item #5 Communications, add item #a., email from Township Manager Walsh to Land Preservation Advisory Board (LPAB) Members, dated June 9, 2015, regarding the Ingham County Trail Millage

Under item #8 new Business, add item #a, Ingham County Foreclosed Properties, #33-02-02-03-401-001 and 33-02-02-10-302-010 and item #b, County Trail Millage

BOARD MEMBER BRIXIE MOVED, BOARD MEMBER HATFIELD SECONDED, TO APPROVE THE AGENDA AS AMENDED.  Voice vote.  Motion passed.

3. Public Remarks
None

4.  
Approve Minutes 
a. April 15, 2015 Regular Minutes – Board Member Harmes referred to page 5, #10, tenth bullet and stated he will be emailing staff changes to reflect more accurately what he stated
b. May 13, 2015 Site Tour Notes – Board Member Harmes reported a ground blind and tree stand at the Northwest Land Preserve that still needed to be removed.
BOARD MEMBER MAYES MOVED, BOARD MEMBER BRIXIE SECONDED, TO APPROVE THE APRIL 15, 2015 MEETING MINUTES AND MAY 13, 2015 SITE TOUR NOTES.  Voice vote.  Motion passed.

5.
Communications 
a. From:  Township Manager Walsh, To:  Land Preservation Advisory Board Members, Dated June 9, 2015, RE:  Ingham County Trail Millage
BOARD MEMBER BRIXIE MOVED, BOARD MEMBER SMITH SECONDED, TO ACCEPT AND PLACE THE ITEMS OF COMMUNICATION ON FILE.  Voice vote.  Motion passed.

6.
Presentations 


None


7.
Old Business 

a.
Land Acquisition Property Appraisal

In April, the LPAB directed staff to develop a request for proposals for land appraisal services for a property that is under consideration for acquisition.  Four (4) proposals were received and a committee of Chair Kielbaso and Members Mayes and Harmes reviewed them and chose the Oetzel-Hartman Group as the preferred bidder.

BOARD MEMBER HATFIELD MOVED, BOARD MEMBER BRIXIE SECONDED, TO APPROVE THE EXPENDITURE OF $3,000 TO THE OETZEL-HARTMAN GROUP/VALBRIDGE PROPERTY ADVISORS FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEVELOPING AN APPRAISAL FOR THE PROPERTY THAT IS UNDER CONSIDERATION FOR ACQUISITION BY THE MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP LAND PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD.

Discussion:

· When the appraisal is received it will be discussed in person

Roll Call:

AYES:
Julie Brixie, Roland Harmes, Frank Hatfield, James Kielbaso, Jon Mayes, Margo Smith

NAYS:
None

The motion passed.

8.
New Business 
a. Ingham County Foreclosed Properties, #33-02-02-03-401-001 and 33-02-02-10-302-010

Board Member Brixie presented the Ingham County Foreclosed Properties for consideration.  

Discussion:

· One of the parcels would be a nice place maker for the Township.

After a brief discussion, it was the consensus of the LPAB that while one of the parcels would be a nice place maker for the Township, the LPAB is not interested in purchasing either parcel at this time.
b. County Trail Millage

Discussion:

· Concerned that the Township is requesting County funding for developing trails in five (5) Preserves without first consulting the LPAB
· Had reviewed a document that included paving and meeting ADA requirements and while not wanting to deprive recreational opportunities, request that before a paved trail is constructed, it is researched first to verify it is the correct product to use for the site
· Support improvements in Meridian Riverfront Park especially new bridges

· Board member Support for paved trails in Parks but not in Preserves

· There will be paved paths in the Rysburg preserve

· It is important to develop transportation links in the Parks and Preserves

· If the County were to award funding to the Township for trail/pathway improvements, it would be the Township Board who would direct said improvement with the normal pathway processes of public hearing, etc. 
· Questioned the usage of recreational pathway versus transportation link

· Funding collected from this Millage in the Township is approximately $750,000 a year and it was the County Commissioners who requested their communities to send their interests in 

· If funding is requested and received, it would be based on items listed in the Township’s Master Plan. The county is currently receiving public input on their Plan, will set its priorities with the assistance of a consultant.

· The Township staff was asked to present ideas as soon as possible in order to get information over to the County of possible future projects.  One of the important connections is from MSU to Lake Lansing through the Rysburg land preserve.  If approved, it would be constructed in phases. One phase is already listed in the Township Master Plan along the existing sanitary sewer easement and is already a gravel path.
· The Township is unsure of the process the County will use and nothing will be built this year because the County is developing the process

9.
Land Management Coordinator Report
a.
Chronic Wasting Disease – One animal was found in the Township and all questions regarding the process are directed to Township Police Lt. Plagga.
b.
Northwest Land Preserve – Staff is working with Dave Caszatt and the growing tubes are working and there are plans to expand this project in the fall

10.
Other  

Board Member Harmes stated he had several questions about Lake Lansing parcels, he spoke with Director Kieselbach, and he will be speaking with the Park Commission about a dock in the Lake Lansing South Marsh. 

11.
Public Comment
None

12.
Closed Session
None

13.
Adjournment
Hearing no objections, Chair Kielbaso adjourned the meeting to proceed with the site visit to the Central Meridian Uplands Preserve at 8:45 pm.

