
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INTRODUCTIONS
3. ROLL CALL

4. PRESENTATION

A. Eagle Scout Project

B. Introduction of New Full Time Firefighters/EMTs-Max Slabbekoorn and Benjamin Conners

C. Interim Manager’s Semi-Annual Goals Update

5. CITIZENS ADDRESS AGENDA ITEMS AND NON-AGENDA ITEMS

6. INTERIM TOWNSHIP MANAGER REPORT

7. BOARD MEMBER REPORTS OF ACTIVITIES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

8. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

9. CONSENT AGENDA

A. Communications

B. Minutes-July 9, 2024 Regular Township Board Meeting
C. Bills

D. Brownfield Redevelopment Authority Appointment
E. Disposal of Surplus Vehicles
F. Recreational Marijuana Licensing – Zones 3 – Resolution for Approval
G. Ordinance 2024-05 – Liquor License Regulations Update –Reintroduction

10. QUESTIONS FOR THE ATTORNEY

11. HEARINGS
12. ACTION ITEMS

A. Final Plat #19012 – Sanctuary 3

13. BOARD DISCUSSION ITEMS
A. Text Amendment #2024-04 – Local Prosecution of Marijuana Violations Ordinance
B. Special Use Permit #24-09 – SANDDS Meridian LLC– 3520 Okemos Road – Recreational

Marijuana Retailer
C. Ordinance 2024-07 – Rezone Two Parcels at 350 Haslett Road and the Adjacent Vacant Parcel

from RR, Rural Residential, to RA, Single-Family Residential

14. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

15. OTHER MATTERS AND BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS

16. ADJOURNMENT

All comments limited to 3 minutes, unless prior approval for additional time for good cause is obtained from the Supervisor. Appointment of Supervisor Pro 
Tem and/ or Temporary Clerk if necessary. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the Meridian Township Board 
by contacting: Interim Township Manager Tim Schmitt, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864 or 517.853.4258 - Ten Day Notice is Required. 

Meeting Location: 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Ml 48864 Township Hall 

Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

AGENDA 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 
TOWNSHIP BOARD – REGULAR MEETING 

July 23, 2024 6:00 PM 



9.A

CONSENT AGENDA  
BOARD 

COMMUNICATIONS 



From: Sanjeev Kumar <*******************>  
Sent: Friday, June 21, 2024 10:24 PM 
To: Board <Board@meridian.mi.us> 
Subject: Opposing Marijuana Dispensary in Okemos, MI - 48864 
 
I am a resident of Okemos / Meridian township. The details of my residence are included in 
my signature below. 
  
I feel shocked and disappointed to witness that Meridian Township custodians are even 
entertaining the thought of having a Marijuana Dispensary within this neighborhood - 
perhaps a handful left within the entire nation that is a safe place for kids, youth, senior 
citizens, and families. 
  
I have been a *software professional* and felt proud of how this neighborhood additionally 
hosts youth from more than 120 countries.  
 
I find it extremely difficult to answer queries from my young kids and residents when they 
ask me why Meridian Township is even considering such a proposal! 
  
I sincerely hope such a proposal is not entertained at any level and in any measure. 
Particularly for the safety of our children, youth, senior citizens, and family members - we 
do not want users of such substances to be within the vicinity putting the vulnerable to 
unwarranted dangers. 
  
That Meridian township board entertained such proposals shakes our confidence in the 
Board - we sincerely hope at least now we collaborate, and in good faith, for a better 
future. 
Such decisions will take less than a few years for families to abandon the township for 
better-adjudicated neighborhoods - should that happen, Meridian property prices, taxes 
and everything associated with such matters will implode. 
  
Looking forward to better conclusions. 
 
 
Thanks  
Sanjeev  
 



From: Нαηєєѕн K Мαкιηєηι <***************************>  
Sent: Friday, June 21, 2024 2:35 PM 
To: Board <Board@meridian.mi.us> 
Subject: Opposing Marijuana Dispensary in okemos - MI 48864 

 
I am a resident of Okemos / Meridian township. The details of my residence are included in 
my signature below. I feel shocked and disappointed to witness that Meridian Township 
custodians are even entertaining the thought of having a Marijuana Dispensary within this 
neighborhood - perhaps a handful left within the entire nation that is a safe place for kids, 
youth, senior citizens, and families. I have been a software professional   and felt proud of 
how this neighbourhood additionally hosts youth from more than 120 countries. I find it 
extremely difficult to answer queries from my young kids and residents when they ask me 
why Meridian Township is even considering such a proposal! I sincerely hope such a 
proposal is not entertained at any level and in any measure. Particularly for the safety of 
our children, youth, senior citizens, and family members - we do not want users of such 
substances to be within the vicinity putting the vulnerable to unwarranted dangers. That 
Meridian township board entertained such proposals shakes our confidence in the Board - 
we sincerely hope at least now we collaborate, and in good faith, for a better future. Such 
decisions will take less than a few years for families to abandon the township for better-
adjudicated neighborhoods - should that happen, Meridian property prices, taxes and 
everything associated with such matters will implode. Looking forward to better 
conclusions. 
 
 
Thanks, 
Нαηєєѕн K Мαкιηєηι. 
 

mailto:Board@meridian.mi.us


From: Rekha Nagamally <********************>  
Sent: Friday, June 21, 2024 2:39 PM 
To: Deborah Guthrie <guthrie@meridian.mi.us>; Board <Board@meridian.mi.us> 
Subject: Opposing Marijuana Dispensary 
 
Hello, 
I'm Rekha Nagamally, I am a resident of Okemos / Meridian township. I live in central park 
estates at 1484 Belvedere Ave, Okemos, MI 48864. 
  
I feel shocked and disappointed to witness that Meridian Township custodians are even 
entertaining the thought of having a Marijuana Dispensary within this neighborhood - 
perhaps a handful left within the entire nation that is a safe place for kids, youth, senior 
citizens, and families. 
  
I have been a software professional and felt proud of how this neighborhood additionally 
hosts youth from more than 120 countries.  
 
I find it extremely difficult to answer queries from my young kids and residents when they 
ask me why Meridian Township is even considering such a proposal! 
  
I sincerely hope such a proposal is not entertained at any level and in any measure. 
Particularly for the safety of our children, youth, senior citizens, and family members - we 
do not want users of such substances to be within the vicinity putting the vulnerable to 
unwarranted dangers. 
  
That Meridian township board entertained such proposals shakes our confidence in the 
Board - we sincerely hope at least now we collaborate, and in good faith, for a better 
future. 
Such decisions will take less than a few years for families to abandon the township for 
better-adjudicated neighborhoods - should that happen, Meridian property prices, taxes 
and everything associated with such matters will implode. 
  
Looking forward to better conclusions. 
 
Regards 
Rekha konduri 
 



Meridian Township Board of Trustees                                                                     June 26, 2024 

5151 Marsh Road, Meridian Township, MI 48XXX 

 

Dear Board Members, 

     I write to you with my deep concern that the addition of marijuana dispensaries to our 
community requires more research and input from the community before any decision is 
made.  There is no need to rush this decision, especially if it is at the expense of community 
awareness and buy-in.  

     Despite this effort having its origins several years ago, many people in our community are 
not aware that the process of recruiting marijuana stores in Meridian Township is well 
underway, with applications accepted during the month of January 2024 from prospective 
business owners.  These applications, with all accompanying stated requirements, must 
be made available for public examination. 

     I am concerned that adding marijuana dispensaries will change the image and 
reputation of our community negatively.  If I were moving to the area, looking for a 
community in which to raise children, I would view the existence of marijuana dispensaries 
scattered around town in a very negative light.  Marijuana dispensaries send the message 
that marijuana is important to the community culture.  This is not a message that should be 
sent to our children.  With more than 15 marijuana dispensaries in Lansing and East 
Lansing, what is the compelling reason for having them in Meridian Township?  If you 
choose to respond that this decision is economically-based, then you must tell the 
community what value you place on the life and welfare of a child.  Meridian Township 
should be a place where this calculation is never made or contemplated.   

     The existence of marijuana dispensaries attracts a clientele that I do not want children 
exposed to.  I would not shop in any stores in close proximity to marijuana dispensaries, 
and this would have a negative long-term impact on many local businesses. 

     Based on the patchwork of laws at the state and federal levels, marijuana dispensaries 
are cash-only businesses, and this fact makes them more prone to criminal activity such 
as armed robbery of dispensary customers.  Our hard-working police force does not need 
any additional crime burdens to deal with.  Are there resources in place to deal with either 
direct or secondary criminal activity, including dispensary customers illegally transferring 
marijuana to children?  Who will fund these necessary law enforcement resources?  This 
point must be addressed in detail before any licensing decision can be made.     

 



      The deployment of marijuana dispensaries is not a social experiment without precedent 
or known consequences.  Family members, who live in other states, have related their 
experiences with the addition of marijuana dispensaries to their communities: 

• We have marijuana stores in our community.  Kids are bringing marijuana edibles to 
school and require medical care when they eat them at school.  

• Empty bank buildings are now being converted into marijuana dispensaries. 
• My friends get their marijuana from the underground market.  It is way cheaper.   

      In summary, I implore you to take the time to educate and involve the public more 
comprehensively in the decision to place marijuana dispensaries in our Meridian Township 
community.  There is no need to rush this decision, but there is a definite need to ensure 
this decision is made with full community awareness of the consequences of such an 
action.  Once made, such a decision becomes extremely difficult to reverse, regardless of 
the corrosive consequences to the community. 

Sincerely, 

 

Sheryl Blanchard 

1972 Pawnee Trail 

Okemos, MI     48864 

ssb@chemistry.msu.edu 
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To: Meridian Township Governing Board 
From: Concerned Meridian Township Citizens 
 
Re: Request for a delayed vote on the recreational drug dispensary planned at the Okemos and 
Jolly intersection. 
 
Dear board members 
 
To: Meridian Township Governing Board 
From: Concerned Meridian Township Citizens 
 
Re: Request for a delayed vote on the recreational drug dispensary planned at the Okemos and 
Jolly intersection. 
 
Dear board members 
 
In recent weeks, we have become aware of the impending decision regarding the approval of a 
recreational drug dispensary in our community, specifically at the corner of Okemos and Jolly. It 
has come to our attention that a significant majority of Meridian Township residents are unaware 
of this upcoming vote. 
 
Our concerns are as follows: 

• The traffic study used as the basis for this decision dates back to 2019 and was conducted 
for a medical drug dispensary. Since then, the landscape has changed with the addition 
of The Okemos Emergency Center and the completion of the McLaren Hospital, both 
dependent on the Okemos freeway exit. The 2019 study indicated that the intersection 
would be at 80% of its maximum capacity. 

• Due to the cash-only nature of recreational dispensaries and the potential for impaired 
driving by customers, we are deeply concerned about the impact on public safety. 

• The proximity of the proposed dispensary to Okemos High School and Hiawatha 
Elementary School raises additional concerns. Children frequent nearby establishments 
like 7-11 and Biggby and nearby fast-food restaurants while walking or riding bikes. Our 
concerns encompass safety risks due to increased traffic, heightened potential for crime, 
and the accessibility of drugs to minors. 

• Studies indicate that increased traffic, crime, and visitors from neighboring communities 
via the nearby freeway could lead to a 4-5% decrease in property values. 

• The vote to allow recreational dispensaries was made during the Covid-19 pandemic and 
involved only a small percentage of the community, passing by a narrow margin. We are 
concerned that approving a dispensary, particularly at the proposed location, does not 
accurately reflect the desires or needs of Meridian Township residents. 

 
 
In light of these concerns, we respectfully request a delayed vote on the establishment of the 
recreational drug dispensary at Okemos and Jolly until comprehensive studies have been 
completed. Specifically, we propose the formation of three task forces: one focused on Public 
Health, another on Public Safety, and a third on Real Estate Values. Each task force should 
include unbiased professionals, alongside representation from at least one Meridian Township 
resident to ensure community perspectives are thoroughly considered in the decision-making 
process. Equally important, this delay would allow for broader community awareness and input, 
ensuring that any decision made truly represents the best interests of our community. 



To: Meridian Township Governing Board 
From: Concerned Meridian Township Citizens 

Re: Request for a delayed vote on the recreational drug dispensary planned at the Okemos and 
Jolly intersection. 

Dear board members 

In recent weeks, we have become aware of the impending decision regarding the approval of a 
recreational drug dispensary in our community, specifically at the corner of Okemos and Jolly. It 
has come to our attention that a significant majority of Meridian Township residents are unaware 
of this upcoming vote. 

Our concerns are as follows: 

• The traffic study used as the basis for this decision dates back to 2019 and was conducted
for a medical drug dispensary. Since then, the landscape has changed with the addition
of The Okemos Emergency Center and the completion of the McLaren Hospital, both
dependent on the Okemos freeway exit. The 2019 study indicated that the intersection
would be at 80% of its maximum capacity.

• Due to the cash-only nature of recreational dispensaries and the potential for impaired
driving by customers, we are deeply concerned about the impact on public safety.

• The proximity of the proposed dispensary to Okemos High School and Hiawatha
Elementary School raises additional concerns. Children frequent nearby establishments
like 7-11 and Biggby and nearby fast-food restaurants while walking or riding bikes. Our
concerns encompass safety risks due to increased traffic, heightened potential for crime,
and the accessibility of drugs to minors.

• Studies indicate that increased traffic, crime, and visitors from neighboring communities
via the nearby freeway could lead to a 4-5% decrease in property values.

• The vote to allow recreational dispensaries was made during the Covid-19 pandemic and
involved only a small percentage of the community, passing by a narrow margin. We are
concerned that approving a dispensary, particularly at the proposed location, does not
accurately reflect the desires or needs of Meridian Township residents.

In light of these concerns, we respectfully request a delayed vote on the establishment of the 
recreational drug dispensary at Okemos and Jolly until comprehensive studies have been 
completed. Specifically, we propose the formation of three task forces: one focused on Public 
Health, another on Public Safety, and a third on Real Estate Values. Each task force should 
include unbiased professionals, alongside representation from at least one Meridian Township 
resident to ensure community perspectives are thoroughly considered in the decision-making 
process. Equally important, this delay would allow for broader community awareness and input, 
ensuring that any decision made truly represents the best interests of our community. 

Sincerely,

Gary J. Blanchard
1972 Pawnee Trail
Okemos, MI  48864
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From: CS Email <*************>  
Sent: Friday, July 5, 2024 1:19 PM 
To: Deborah Guthrie <guthrie@meridian.mi.us> 
Subject: THANKS, TO DEBORAH GUTHRIE, MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP CLERK-- AND HER STAFF 
 

Dear Deborah Guthrie, 
 
          As a rather new  Resident of 5252 Golden Circle, a short time ago, I 
called, and left some important questions for you, as Meridian Township 
Clerk,  about the upcoming Election. SUPER-PROMPTLY thereafter, you 
called me back, and left answers to ALL MY QUESTIONS – PLUS some 
additional equally  important information that I should  also have asked, if I 
had known enough to do so. 
 
          The information you gave me was precisely what I needed, and in a 
friendly, warm,  clear, concise, cogent,  and wonderfully understandable 
form. 
 
          I want to express my sincerest THANKS TO  YOU for this deeply 
appreciated outstanding  service, presented in such a warm and  winsome 
spirit and manner .  If you are not the one who, personally,  sent this  kind 
and thoughtful response to me – but one of your  fine Staff -- it is the result 
of  your having set this kind of high standard MODEL, for them, as their 
Leader,  in the way you regularly personally  handle such calls.  
 
          So, I want to THANK YOU ALL, FOR THIS VERY HELPFUL, AND 
PLEASANT EXPERIENCE.  IF ALL SUCH ENCOUNTERS WERE LIKE 
THIS ONE, THIS BEAUTIFUL WORLD OF OURS  WOULD BE AN EVEN 
MORE WONDER-FULL PLACE TO LIVE! 
 
          With a deeply grateful heart, 
 
          Cassius (“Cash”) Street 
 

mailto:guthrie@meridian.mi.us


To: Meridian Township Governing Board 
From: Concerned Meridian Township Citizens 
 
Re: Request for a delayed vote on the recreational drug dispensary planned at the Okemos and 
Jolly intersection. 
 
Dear board members 
 
To: Meridian Township Governing Board 
From: Concerned Meridian Township Citizens 
 
Re: Request for a delayed vote on the recreational drug dispensary planned at the Okemos and 
Jolly intersection. 
 
Dear board members 
 
In recent weeks, we have become aware of the impending decision regarding the approval of a 
recreational drug dispensary in our community, specifically at the corner of Okemos and Jolly. It 
has come to our attention that a significant majority of Meridian Township residents are unaware 
of this upcoming vote. 
 
Our concerns are as follows: 

• The traffic study used as the basis for this decision dates back to 2019 and was conducted 
for a medical drug dispensary. Since then, the landscape has changed with the addition 
of The Okemos Emergency Center and the completion of the McLaren Hospital, both 
dependent on the Okemos freeway exit. The 2019 study indicated that the intersection 
would be at 80% of its maximum capacity. 

• Due to the cash-only nature of recreational dispensaries and the potential for impaired 
driving by customers, we are deeply concerned about the impact on public safety. 

• The proximity of the proposed dispensary to Okemos High School and Hiawatha 
Elementary School raises additional concerns. Children frequent nearby establishments 
like 7-11 and Biggby and nearby fast-food restaurants while walking or riding bikes. Our 
concerns encompass safety risks due to increased traffic, heightened potential for crime, 
and the accessibility of drugs to minors. 

• Studies indicate that increased traffic, crime, and visitors from neighboring communities 
via the nearby freeway could lead to a 4-5% decrease in property values. 

• The vote to allow recreational dispensaries was made during the Covid-19 pandemic and 
involved only a small percentage of the community, passing by a narrow margin. We are 
concerned that approving a dispensary, particularly at the proposed location, does not 
accurately reflect the desires or needs of Meridian Township residents. 

 
 
In light of these concerns, we respectfully request a delayed vote on the establishment of the 
recreational drug dispensary at Okemos and Jolly until comprehensive studies have been 
completed. Specifically, we propose the formation of three task forces: one focused on Public 
Health, another on Public Safety, and a third on Real Estate Values. Each task force should 
include unbiased professionals, alongside representation from at least one Meridian Township 
resident to ensure community perspectives are thoroughly considered in the decision-making 
process. Equally important, this delay would allow for broader community awareness and input, 
ensuring that any decision made truly represents the best interests of our community. 



From: ****************** <****************** >  
Sent: Sunday, July 7, 2024 11:01 PM 
To: Board <Board@meridian.mi.us> 
Subject: Request for a delayed vote on the recreational drug dispensary planned at the Okemos and 
Jolly intersection. 
 
To: Meridian Township Governing Board From: Concerned Meridian Township Citizens 
Re: Request for a delayed vote on the recreational drug dispensary planned at the Okemos and Jolly 
intersection. 
Dear board members 
To: Meridian Township Governing Board From: Concerned Meridian Township Citizens 
Re: Request for a delayed vote on the recreational drug dispensary planned at the Okemos and Jolly 
intersection. 
Dear board members 
In recent weeks, we have become aware of the impending decision regarding the approval of a 
recreational drug dispensary in our community, specifically at the corner of Okemos and Jolly. It has 
come to our attention that a significant majority of Meridian Township residents are unaware of this 
upcoming vote. 
Our concerns are as follows: 
• The traffic study used as the basis for this decision dates back to 2019 and was conducted for a 
medical drug dispensary. Since then, the landscape has changed with the addition of The Okemos 
Emergency Center and the completion of the McLaren Hospital, both dependent on the Okemos 
freeway exit. The 2019 study indicated that the intersection would be at 80% of its maximum 
capacity. 
• Due to the cash-only nature of recreational dispensaries and the potential for impaired driving by 
customers, we are deeply concerned about the impact on public safety. 
• The proximity of the proposed dispensary to Okemos High School and Hiawatha Elementary 
School raises additional concerns. Children frequent nearby establishments like 7-11 and Biggby 
and nearby fast-food restaurants while walking or riding bikes. Our concerns encompass safety 
risks due to increased traffic, heightened potential for crime, and the accessibility of drugs to 
minors. 
• Studies indicate that increased traffic, crime, and visitors from neighboring communities via the 
nearby freeway could lead to a 4-5% decrease in property values. 
• The vote to allow recreational dispensaries was made during the Covid-19 pandemic and involved 
only a small percentage of the community, passing by a narrow margin. We are concerned that 
approving a dispensary, particularly at the proposed location, does not accurately reflect the desires 
or needs of Meridian Township residents. 
In light of these concerns, we respectfully request a delayed vote on the establishment of the 
recreational drug dispensary at Okemos and Jolly until comprehensive studies have been 
completed. Specifically, we propose the formation of three task forces: one focused on Public Health, 
another on Public Safety, and a third on Real Estate Values. Each task force should include unbiased 
professionals, alongside representation from at least one Meridian Township resident to ensure 
community perspectives are thoroughly considered in the decision-making process. Equally 
important, this delay would allow for broader community awareness and input, ensuring that any 
decision made truly represents the best interests of our community. 
 

mailto:Board@meridian.mi.us


From: Michael Gawecki <**************************> 
Sent: Monday, July 8, 2024 1:08 PM 
To: Board <Board@meridian.mi.us> 
Subject: Fwd: Okemos/Jolly weed dispensary 

 
The board does not enjoy full governmental immunity. The board is legally required and 
owes the community a duty of care.  
 
 
Michael B. Gawecki 
Attorney at Law 
P.O. Box 1190 
Okemos, MI 48805 
Military & Veterans Law Section 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Michael Gawecki <**************************> 
Date: July 8, 2024 at 10:24:15 AM EDT 
To: board@meridian.mi.us 
Subject: Okemos/Jolly weed dispensary 

 
 
Good morning, 
 
To: Meridian Township Governing Board From: Concerned Meridian Township Citizens 
Re: Request for a delayed vote on the recreational drug dispensary planned at the Okemos 
and Jolly intersection. 
Dear board members 
To: Meridian Township Governing Board From: Concerned Meridian Township Citizens 
Re: Request for a delayed vote on the recreational drug dispensary planned at the Okemos 
and Jolly intersection. 
Dear board members 
In recent weeks, we have become aware of the impending decision regarding the approval 
of a recreational drug dispensary in our community, specifically at the corner of Okemos 
and Jolly. It has come to our attention that a significant majority of Meridian Township 
residents are unaware of this upcoming vote. 
Our concerns are as follows: 
• The traffic study used as the basis for this decision dates back to 2019 and was 
conducted 
for a medical drug dispensary. Since then, the landscape has changed with the addition of 
The Okemos Emergency Center and the completion of the McLaren Hospital, both 
dependent on the Okemos freeway exit. The 2019 study indicated that the intersection 

mailto:Board@meridian.mi.us
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would be at 80% of its maximum capacity. 
• Due to the cash-only nature of recreational dispensaries and the potential for impaired 
driving by customers, we are deeply concerned about the impact on public safety. 
• The proximity of the proposed dispensary to Okemos High School and Hiawatha 
Elementary School raises additional concerns. Children frequent nearby establishments 
like 7-11 and Biggby and nearby fast-food restaurants while walking or riding bikes. Our 
concerns encompass safety risks due to increased traffic, heightened potential for crime, 
and the accessibility of drugs to minors. 
• Studies indicate that increased traffic, crime, and visitors from neighboring communities 
via the nearby freeway could lead to a 4-5% decrease in property values. 
• The vote to allow recreational dispensaries was made during the Covid-19 pandemic and 
involved only a small percentage of the community, passing by a narrow margin. We are 
concerned that approving a dispensary, particularly at the proposed location, does not 
accurately reflect the desires or needs of Meridian Township residents. 
In light of these concerns, we respectfully request a delayed vote on the establishment of 
the recreational drug dispensary at Okemos and Jolly until comprehensive studies have 
been completed. Specifically, we propose the formation of three task forces: one focused 
on Public Health, another on Public Safety, and a third on Real Estate Values. Each task 
force should include unbiased professionals, alongside representation from at least one 
Meridian Township resident to ensure community perspectives are thoroughly considered 
in the decision-making process. Equally important, this delay would allow for broader 
community awareness and input, ensuring that any decision made truly represents the 
best interests of our community. 
 
 
Michael B. Gawecki 
Attorney at Law 
 



From: soumya madala <**************>  
Sent: Monday, July 8, 2024 1:13 PM 
To: Board <Board@meridian.mi.us> 
Cc: mohan madala <mmadala@hotmail.com> 
Subject: Request for a delayed vote on the recreational drug dispensary planned at the Okemos and 
Jolly intersection. 

 
To: Meridian Township Governing Board  
From: 
Soumya Madala, a Concerned Meridian Township Citizen. 
 
Dear board members  
In recent weeks, I have become aware of the impending decision regarding the 
approval of a  
recreational drug dispensary in our community, specifically at the corner of Okemos and 
Jolly. It  
has come to our attention that a significant majority of Meridian Township residents are 
unaware of this upcoming vote. 
 
Our concerns are as follows:  
• The traffic study used as the basis for this decision dates back to 2019 and was 
conducted  
for a medical drug dispensary. Since then, the landscape has changed with the addition  
of The Okemos Emergency Center and the completion of the McLaren Hospital, both  
dependent on the Okemos freeway exit. The 2019 study indicated that the intersection  
would be at 80% of its maximum capacity.  
• Due to the cash-only nature of recreational dispensaries and the potential for impaired  
driving by customers, we are deeply concerned about the impact on public safety.  
• The proximity of the proposed dispensary to Okemos High School and Hiawatha  
Elementary School raises additional concerns. Children frequent nearby establishments  
like 7-11 and Biggby and nearby fast-food restaurants while walking or riding bikes. Our  
concerns encompass safety risks due to increased traffic, heightened potential for 
crime,  
and the accessibility of drugs to minors.  
• Studies indicate that increased traffic, crime, and visitors from neighboring 
communities  
via the nearby freeway could lead to a 4-5% decrease in property values.  
• The vote to allow recreational dispensaries was made during the Covid-19 pandemic 
and  
involved only a small percentage of the community, passing by a narrow margin. We 
are  
concerned that approving a dispensary, particularly at the proposed location, does not  
accurately reflect the desires or needs of Meridian Township residents.  
 
In light of these concerns, we respectfully request a delayed vote on the establishment 
of the  

mailto:Board@meridian.mi.us
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recreational drug dispensary at Okemos and Jolly until comprehensive studies have 
been completed. Specifically, we propose the formation of three task forces: one 
focused on Public 
Health, another on Public Safety, and a third on Real Estate Values. Each task force 
should  
include unbiased professionals, alongside representation from at least one Meridian 
Township resident to ensure community perspectives are thoroughly considered in the 
decision-making process. Equally important, this delay would allow for broader 
community awareness and input, ensuring that any decision made truly represents the 
best interests of our community. 
 
Thank you for taking this request into consideration.  
 
Sincerely  
Soumya Madala. 



To: Meridian Township Governing Board 
From: Concerned Meridian Township Citizens 
 
Re: Request for a delayed vote on the recreational drug dispensary planned at the Okemos and 
Jolly intersection. 
 
Dear board members 
 
To: Meridian Township Governing Board 
From: Concerned Meridian Township Citizens 
 
Re: Request for a delayed vote on the recreational drug dispensary planned at the Okemos and 
Jolly intersection. 
 
Dear board members 
 
In recent weeks, we have become aware of the impending decision regarding the approval of a 
recreational drug dispensary in our community, specifically at the corner of Okemos and Jolly. It 
has come to our attention that a significant majority of Meridian Township residents are unaware 
of this upcoming vote. 
 
Our concerns are as follows: 

• The traffic study used as the basis for this decision dates back to 2019 and was conducted 
for a medical drug dispensary. Since then, the landscape has changed with the addition 
of The Okemos Emergency Center and the completion of the McLaren Hospital, both 
dependent on the Okemos freeway exit. The 2019 study indicated that the intersection 
would be at 80% of its maximum capacity. 

• Due to the cash-only nature of recreational dispensaries and the potential for impaired 
driving by customers, we are deeply concerned about the impact on public safety. 

• The proximity of the proposed dispensary to Okemos High School and Hiawatha 
Elementary School raises additional concerns. Children frequent nearby establishments 
like 7-11 and Biggby and nearby fast-food restaurants while walking or riding bikes. Our 
concerns encompass safety risks due to increased traffic, heightened potential for crime, 
and the accessibility of drugs to minors. 

• Studies indicate that increased traffic, crime, and visitors from neighboring communities 
via the nearby freeway could lead to a 4-5% decrease in property values. 

• The vote to allow recreational dispensaries was made during the Covid-19 pandemic and 
involved only a small percentage of the community, passing by a narrow margin. We are 
concerned that approving a dispensary, particularly at the proposed location, does not 
accurately reflect the desires or needs of Meridian Township residents. 

 
 
In light of these concerns, we respectfully request a delayed vote on the establishment of the 
recreational drug dispensary at Okemos and Jolly until comprehensive studies have been 
completed. Specifically, we propose the formation of three task forces: one focused on Public 
Health, another on Public Safety, and a third on Real Estate Values. Each task force should 
include unbiased professionals, alongside representation from at least one Meridian Township 
resident to ensure community perspectives are thoroughly considered in the decision-making 
process. Equally important, this delay would allow for broader community awareness and input, 
ensuring that any decision made truly represents the best interests of our community. 



From: Michael Gawecki <*****************************>  
Sent: Tuesday, July 9, 2024 11:47 AM 
To: Board <Board@meridian.mi.us> 
Subject: Re: Okemos/Jolly weed dispensary 

 
Thank you for filing my concerns. Also, if the Township or the board doesn’t already know - 
somebody tried to break into Sportsclips and broke the door down. Sportsclips is located 
in that strip mall.  
 
That commercial building now has a boarded up door as it was all glass. 
 
The weed people whom I understand purchased the entire strip mall also have tripled all 
the tenants rent and are trying to force them out. Why would they want to own the entire 
strip mall? 
 
I have alot of reasons why and I hope everybody has thought this through. One would be to 
cut down distribution costs and eventually grow it next door, therefore bypassing the law 
that limits the amount of weed that can be transported on our public roads. 
 
Ironic, we have had limited to zero break-ins in our community and now a tenant’s glass 
door that opens to their business was kicked in. 
 
I have had a friend’s car broken into that lives in Spring Lake community behind that strip 
mall already. Also, another friend’s car was stolen out of their garage. 
 
This is very bad. And it’s going to get worse. Our community already looks nice from the 
road, boarded up windows on one of our commercial buildings. 
 
The next thing going up is a huge sign on 96 interstate - Weed exit 110, Okemos. Wait for it - 
that’s coming next. 
 
I don’t think you understand the impact this is going to have on crime rates alone, amongst 
other factors including property values. 
 
 
 
 
Michael B. Gawecki 
Attorney at Law 
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From: Lisa Hildorf <**************>  
Sent: Tuesday, July 9, 2024 1:59 PM 
To: Board <Board@meridian.mi.us> 
Subject: Opposed to Recreational Drug Dispensary/ Okemos & Jolly 

 
Our family is opposed to a Recreational Drug Dispensary being located at the 
intersection of Okemos Road and Jolly Road. 
The location has a proximity to several public schools, which is 
a big red flag in our opinion.  Increased traffic with impaired drivers 
represents additional negative implications for the entire community. 
 
We are opposed to this potential location for this new business. 
 
Lisa Hildorf 
 
Meridian Township Residents  
 

mailto:Board@meridian.mi.us


From: Stephanie W <************************>  
Sent: Monday, July 15, 2024 5:33 PM 
To: Board <Board@meridian.mi.us> 
Subject: Community/Senior Center Meetings. 

 

 

Hi, 

I won't be able to attend either of the meetings because of work/travel. However, I wanted to 
suggest to the board that due to the overwhelming impact that climate change is going to have 
on our environment and, consequently, our lives, that the community center should be 
planned and built in order to increase the adaptive capacity of our township. 

 

Not only should the center use carbon mitigation strategies in planning and construction (e.g. 
renewable energy, heat pumps, appropriate building materials, improvement of flood 
mitigation via green infrastructure), it should also plan for use as a shelter during heat waves, 
flooding, and/or power outages. 

 

These tactics and practices should no longer be seen as optional; they should be seen as 
necessary given our quickly changing reality and need for infrastructure that will support 
community wellbeing. Climate change has to be a part and parcel of any new projects. 

 

There are many planning aides out there. Here's one: Climate and Health Adaptation Guide for 
Michigan Communities.  

 

Thanks, 

Stephanie White 

mailto:Board@meridian.mi.us
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From: Elizabeth Seagull <*************************>  
Sent: Tuesday, July 16, 2024 1:33 PM 
To: Board <Board@meridian.mi.us> 
Cc: Emma Campbell <ecampbell@meridian.mi.us> 
Subject: Invasive Species Removal and Increasing the Use of Native Plants 

 

July 16, 2024 

Dear Meridian Township Board, 

I have been a homeowner in three different homes in Meridian Township since 1971. As a retiree, I 
have the freedom to move somewhere else, but I don’t want to. I love living in Meridian Township.  

I am grateful for our many parks and natural areas, which clean and cool our air, purify our water, 
help control flooding, provide habitat for wildlife, and enable the public to connect with nature. 
Quality of life brought me here, and quality of life keeps me here. 

I am especially grateful to Emma Campbell, Meridian Township Land Stewardship Coordinator, for 
her unflagging dedication to education and service. Her many programs introducing residents to 
the wonders of nature and encouraging the preservation of nature in the township are an 
inspiration.  

But we can do more. Emma Campbell has recruited and trained a host of dedicated volunteers, the 
Meridian Conservation Corps, to remove invasive plants from our public green spaces, but the job 
is too big for one paid staff member, an intern and volunteers. We need more paid professional help 
to keep up with the overwhelming job of removing existing invasive species and keeping ahead of 
new ones. She has spearheaded initiatives to plant pollinator gardens of native plants in public 
spaces, but these efforts need to be expanded to all our public lands. 

Michigan has lagged behind other Great Lakes States in outlawing the sale of many invasive plants, 
leaving them still being sold in the horticulture trade. Most citizens and developers are unaware 
that the tree or shrub that they legally purchased is harmful to the environment. They would happily 
make a different choice if they were informed. It would not be difficult to draw up a list of invasive 
plants still legal to buy in the nursery trade and suggest native alternatives that would support 
beneficial insects, such as pollinators, as well as birds and other wildlife. Either the Land 
Preservation Advisory Board or the Environmental Commission could be asked to work on this 
project. 

I would like our township to give citizens accurate, easy-to-find information about this issue on the 
township website. Planting a Native Meridian, a wonderful document that a group of staff and 
citizens worked hard on, is buried somewhere in the township website, but I could not find it. 
Similarly, information about the value of wetlands and the wetland ordinance is buried three layers 
deep on the website.  

As well as being a guide for homeowners, a list of legally sold invasive species to avoid, paired with 
native alternatives, should be used to guide new plantings and revise existing plantings on publicly 
owned lands, which may still have shrubs, trees and flowers that were planted at a time before they 

mailto:Board@meridian.mi.us
mailto:ecampbell@meridian.mi.us


were recognized as invasive. We need to take an inventory of the landscaping around publicly 
owned buildings and target areas for improvement, removing invasive plants and replacing them 
with beneficial native plantings. The list should, furthermore, be shared with developers planning 
projects in the township. 

We Meridian Township citizens value our green environment. Green Meridian is among the top 
reasons the quality of life is high here. Green initiatives not only help the environment and our 
health, but they also have wide public support because they keep property values high. Let’s make 
improvements to the township website to highlight all the good environmental work already being 
done. And let’s do even better by increasing the budget for invasive plant removal and informing 
citizens and developers about native alternatives to invasive landscaping plants.  

In sum I am requesting: 

1)      More funding for invasive species removal on public lands. 

2)      Inventorying the landscaping around publicly owned buildings and targeting areas for 
improvement, removing invasive plants and replacing them with beneficial native plantings.  

3)      Creating a list of invasive plants currently legal to buy in the nursery trade, with suggested 
native alternatives. 

4)      Sharing the above list with citizens and with developers planning projects in the township. 

5)      Improving the township website to make it easy to find information on native plants (e.g. 
Planting a Native Meridian), the list of invasive plants with suggested native alternatives, the value 
of wetlands and current wetland ordinances affecting planting. 

  

Thank you so much. 

  

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth Seagull, homeowner 

 





From: Dan Opsommer <opsommer@meridian.mi.us>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 3, 2024 12:05 PM 
To: Board <Board@meridian.mi.us> 
Cc: Tim Schmitt <schmitt@meridian.mi.us>; Courtney Wisinski 
<wisinski@meridian.mi.us> 
Subject: FW: Tacoma Hills Park Sign - Ready for Installation 

  
Board Members,  
  
Our final park sign will be installed at Tacoma Hills Park in the month of July, completing 
our replacement of every park sign. The old park signs were installed in 1992-1994.  
  
We also installed a new crosswalk at the intersection adjacent to this park (i.e. Hamilton 
Rd and Washington Heights Ave intersection). We now have one mid-block crosswalk on 
Hamilton Rd between Marsh Rd and Dobie Rd. We had to raise the elevation of the 
pathway and bring it closer to Hamilton Rd due to the new park sign’s proximity to the 
Wolverine Pipeline. Raising the elevation of the pathway allowed us to create an ADA 
accessible crosswalk in this location as part of this larger project.  
  
As always, please let us know if you need anything and we hope you have a wonderful 4th of 
July with family and friends. 
  
Take care, 
  
Dan Opsommer 
Deputy Township Manager 

Director of Public Works & Engineering 
opsommer@meridian.mi.us 
Work: 517.853.4440 | Fax: 517.853.4099 
5151 Marsh Road | Okemos, MI 48864 
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GRETCHEN WHITMER
GOVERNOR

STATE OF MICHIGAN
DEPARTMENT OF TREASURY

LANSING
RACHAEL EUBANKS
STATE TREASURER

July 11, 2024

Approval
Municipality Code: 331100
Fiscal Year Ended: 12/2023
Report ID Number: 156315

Dear Chief Administrative Officer:

Thank you for submitting a Qualifying Statement for Meridian Charter Township to the
Michigan Department of Treasury on July 10, 2024. Based upon the information
provided in the Qualifying Statement, we have determined that the municipality is in
material compliance with the criteria identified in Section 303(3) of Public Act 34 of
2001.

The municipality is now authorized to issue municipal securities under this Act without
further approval from Treasury. This authorization will remain in effect for six months
plus 30 business days after the end of your next fiscal year, or when Treasury has
made a new determination, whichever occurs first.

Within 15 business days after the issuance of a municipal security, you will need to
upload with the Department a Treasury Website (Security Report) and the documents
required in Michigan Legislature Website (Section 319) of Public Act 34 of 2001. 

If you would like to speak with a member of our team, please email our office at
Treas_MunicipalFinance@Michigan.gov.

Sincerely,

Cary Jay Vaughn, CPA, Administrator
Local Audit and Finance Division

P.O. BOX  30728 • LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909-8228
www.michigan.gov/treasury • 517-335-7469
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The community of Meridian Township is in close proximity to the Michigan State Capitol and Michigan State University. The Township 
serves the community through exceptional services, beneficial amenities and an outstanding quality of life. It is a welcoming community 
that celebrates quality education, recreation and lifestyles. 
 
  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
July 12, 2024 

 
CONTACT: Timothy R. Schmitt, Interim Township Manager 

517.853.4254 | schmitt@meridian.mi.us 

 

Meridian Township to Host Information Sessions on Proposed Community & Senior Center 
Sessions to Provide Opportunities to Discuss and View Concept Plans 

 
Meridian Township, MI – Meridian Township will soon provide two opportunities for community 
members to learn more about the proposed plan for the Meridian Township Community & Senior 
Center.  

Information session details are provided below: 

• Tuesday, July 16, 2024, from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm in the Town Hall Room of the Meridian 
Township Municipal Building (5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI) 

• Wednesday, July 24, 2024, from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm in the Central Park Pavilion (5153 Marsh 
Road, Okemos, MI) 

Attendees can view large illustrations of the Meridian Township Community & Senior Center concept, 
speak with the concept’s designers from Progressive AE, and discuss plans for the center with Township 
Board members and staff.  

The proposed plan for the Community & Senior Center comes following six listening sessions in the fall 
of 2023, where community members expressed an interest in a community center for Township 
residents, as well as concerns about the future location of the Meridian Senior Center following the 
demolition of Chippewa Middle School. 

Meridian Township is in the initial planning phase for the Township’s Community & Senior Center. Input 
from the community collected at this stage will guide the Township in future decisions regarding 
concepts, finances, and development. 

For questions about these information sessions, contact Meridian Township’s Interim Township 
Manager, Timothy R. Schmitt, at 517.853.4254 or schmitt@meridian.mi.us. 

### 
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3.A 
 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY 

LEGAL AD NOTICE: ELECTION COMMISSION MEETING 

MONDAY, JUNE 15, 2024 AT 4:00 PM 
 

 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 

LEGAL NOTICE 
ELECTION COMMISSION MEETING 

JULY 15, 2024 

 
Notice is hereby given that the Meridian Township Election Commission will conduct a 

regular meeting on Monday, July 15, 2024, at 4:00 pm, in the Administrative Conference Room, 

Meridian Municipal Building, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI, to appoint election inspectors 

for the August 6, 2024, Primary Election 

The meeting agenda, packet and/or virtual meeting credentials will be posted on the 
Township webpage at www.meridian.mi.us 

 

Publish: Lansing State Journal Deborah Guthrie 

July 15, 2024 Township Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

http://www.meridian.mi.us/
http://www.meridian.mi.us/


 
 

 

  

Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY 

LEGAL AD NOTICE: NOTICE OF PUBLIC ACCURACY  

TEST OF VOTING EQUIPMENT 

DATE: Friday, July 19, 2024 

 

 

 

Meridian Charter Township 
Notice of Public Accuracy Test of Voting Equipment 

Friday, July 19, 2024 
 

To the qualified electors of Meridian township, Ingham County, State of Michigan; Notice is hereby 
given that a Public Accuracy Test for the electronic equipment that will be used for the August 6, 

2024, Primary Election for registered voters in the Charter Township of Meridian, has been 

scheduled for Friday, July 19, 2024 at 11:00 am, in the Municipal Building Townhall 

Room, at 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864. The Public Accuracy Test is conducted to 
demonstrate that the computer programming used to tabulate the votes cast at the election meets the 
requirements of Michigan election law.  
 
Publish:   LSJ       Deborah Guthrie 
   July 17, 2024      Township Clerk 
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CATA's partnership 

with the Refugee 

Development Center 

gives newcomers to the 

region, including Rosie 

and her mother, Them, 

a means of access to 

transportation services.

CATA's Transportation Center opened in 1997 in downtown  

  Lansing. It's the central hub for 16 of CATA's 33 fixed  

    routes, and regional transit and intercity bus services.
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A WORD  
FROM OUR CEO

Dear Capital Region Resident: 

As we reach the midpoint of another year filled with promise 
and progress, I'm thrilled to pause and reflect on the significant 
milestones we’ve attained in fiscal 2024. Our dedication to CATA's 
strategic goals remains unwavering: regional mobility, customer 
experience excellence, organizational strength, community 

partnership and dynamic workplace. These priorities continue to guide 
our efforts as we strive to meet the mobility needs of our region and beyond. 

In recognition of our commitment to regional transit coordination, CATA was awarded $1.66 million 
from the Michigan Department of Transportation. This funding will support the Enhance Lansing 
Equity via Creative Transit Solutions project, to advance regional transit in an equitable manner. 
We're honored to partner with MDOT to ensure accessible and inclusive public transportation for all.

Our upcoming microtransit pilot program, alongside recent regional initiatives such as the Route 3 
extension and the launch of EATRAN’s two Connectors in Eaton County, reflects our dedication to 
improving transit connectivity, increasing ridership, and reducing single-occupancy vehicle travel 
and associated air pollution. We're committed to staying at the forefront of progress, strengthening 
transportation options and enriching quality of life through innovative technologies and a shared 
vision with our transit partners, community leaders, business owners, stakeholders and, of course, 
our riders.

I'm excited about the future. Lansing Mayor Andy Schor's proposal to build a new home for municipal 
government adjacent to the CATA Transportation Center in downtown Lansing offers an extraordinary 
opportunity for CATA to help develop a regional transit-oriented, mixed-use facility. This facility could 
address our administrative space constraints and potentially accommodate other regional offices 
and their employees downtown. There is also an opportunity to foster collaboration and efficiency by 
bringing much-needed public services to the heart of Lansing.

Transit plays a key role in regional economic development, making our region an attractive place to 
live, work and start a business. CATA serves as a lifeline for many and a valuable resource for all. This 
new project represents a significant step forward in our ongoing efforts to improve access to CATA 
services and enhance public transportation infrastructure. We’re committed to working with the city 
and other agencies to provide robust, high-quality transit services that meet the diverse needs of our 
community.

Join us in celebrating our achievements and vision for the future. Within the pages of CATA's 2024 
Community Report, you'll find stories that highlight the Authority’s pledge to deliver the highest 
standard of service to our community. We're here to serve you, and reaffirm our commitment to 
delivering exceptional public transportation services, now and in years to come.

Sincerely, 
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A WORD  
FROM OUR CEO

DRIVING MOBILITY SOLUTIONS 5

REGIONAL MOBILITY  
RAMPS UP WITH 
 NEW SERVICES

I hear from constituents all the time about 
what CATA is doing, especially in my area, 
partnering with EATRAN and offering 
expanded services. CATA is about 
family and people and movement, not 
about lines and borders.

– Fonda Brewer,  

Trustee, Delta Township

In 2022, CATA’s chief executive 
officer also became executive 
director of the Eaton County 
Transportation Authority. 
Shared management was 
a monumental step toward 
deepening the ongoing 
partnership between the two 
transit providers and launching 
a new era of regional mobility 
across the Capital region. Since 
then, the transit partnership 
has rolled out exciting new 
services that make it easier 
than ever for CATA and EATRAN 

riders to get a seamless ride 
to their favorite destinations 
across county lines.

A recent online survey found 
that Eaton County residents 
support improved public transit 
services — and the CATA-
EATRAN partnership is doing 
just that. A new and improved 
Charlotte Connector returned 
to service in January, allowing 
Charlotte residents to catch 
a ride to key employment and 
shopping destinations in Delta 
Township and beyond. The new 

Charlotte Connector 
offers improved 
routing and expanded 
service hours, and — 
in an unprecedented 
move — Saturday 
service. Four months 
later, EATRAN launched 
the Grand Ledge 
Connector. 

The Charlotte 
Connector created 
a blueprint for 
regional mobility. 
Considerable thought, 
planning, research and 
collaboration  

I think about how 
transportation and CATA 
have played [a part] in my life 
and how they've impacted 
my family. We understand 
the importance of providing a 
viable transportation  
system for the  
entire community.

– Patrick Spyke,  

CEO, LAFCU

were required to bring this 
concept to life in Eaton County. 
The EATRAN team delivered  
a mobility solution that 
includes the voice of riders  
and residents. 

Combined with CATA’s Route 
3 extension, which debuted 
in May 2023 and added 30 
new bus stops, both EATRAN 
Connectors support a network 
that integrates riders in 
Charlotte and Grand Ledge to 
the entire CATA system. Need 
to get to the Lansing airport? 
How about an MSU football 
game? Got a new job at the 
Amazon Fulfillment Center? 
You can count on EATRAN and 
CATA to get you there.

Watch for even more service 
enhancements as the region’s 
public transit partnership 
continues to bear fruit for 
residents across the region.

REGIONAL 
MOBILITY



ORGANIZATIONAL 
STRENGTH
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ANNUAL  RIDERSHIP *Fiscal 2024 is projected 
as of May 2024.
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CATA's Transportation Center, 
located in downtown Lansing, 
opened to the public in 1997. 
More than a quarter-century 
later, it's no surprise the 
facility needs updates and 
improvements.

In recent years, the facility 
underwent several renovations 
including the addition of a 
dedicated resource room, 

conversion to energy efficient 
LED lighting and upgrades 
to the heating and cooling 
systems. 

Soon, riders can expect to 
see a number of additional 
enhancements at the CTC. 
Replacement of the original 
roof, upgrading concrete 
driveways and approaches, 
remodeling restrooms and 

CUSTOMER 
EXPERIENCE 
EXCELLENCE

W   RD ON  
THE  STREET
Hear what community members have to 
say about CATA and the value of public 
transportation at cata.org/CommunityReport.

utilizing new technology to 
improve security are among 
the planned changes. 

When renovations are 
completed, the CTC will serve 
as a regional transfer hub for 
not only CATA but EATRAN, 
Clinton Area Transit System, 
microtransit solutions, 
transportation network 
companies and intercity  
bus services. 

DRIVING MOBILITY SOLUTIONS 7

UPGRADES PLANNED 

FOR CATA'S TRANSPORTATION  
CENTER



CATA's fleet and facilities 
are certified as "safe places" 
through the National Safe 

Place program, making 
CATA the first licensed 

agency partner 
in Michigan. This 
initiative contributes 
to the safety and 

well-being of vulnerable 
community members.

Operational in 40 states, 
the National Safe Place 
program provides immediate 
assistance to youths who 
face homelessness, abuse 
or exploitation. Through 
partnerships with community 
social services, CATA will 
extend this support to anyone 
in crisis.

If individuals are in danger 
or need assistance, they can 
notify a CATA employee. A 
supervisor will promptly meet 
them, assess the situation and 
connect them with appropriate 
resources or, if necessary, 
law enforcement. Signage 
detailing the program will be 
displayed in all CATA vehicles 
and facilities.

CATA's adoption of the 
National Safe Place program 
underscores its commitment 
to community safety and 
support for vulnerable 
individuals. This initiative 
complements existing efforts 
to address safety concerns 
and combat human trafficking 
through the See Say app, 
enabling users to anonymously 
report incidents.

MICHIGAN'S 1ST AGENCY 
LICENSED AS COMMUNITY 

 SAFE PLACE
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CUSTOMER 
EXPERIENCE 
EXCELLENCE

SEE SUSPICIOUS 
ACTIVITY? 

REPORT IT!



MICHIGAN'S 1ST AGENCY 
LICENSED AS COMMUNITY 

 SAFE PLACE

DRIVING MOBILITY SOLUTIONS 9

USERS MAY  
ANONYMOUSLY REPORT
  Disruptive behavior
  Safety or security concerns
  Suspicious activity
  Unattended bag or package

 STRAIGHT FROM  
 THE HEART: 
CATA  
PARTNERSHIPS 
LIFT VULNERABLE 
CITIZENS
CATA serves people of every stripe and in all walks of 
life from students to families, professionals to retirees, 
and everyone in between. It’s no secret that many riders 
represent underserved and marginalized communities 
and supporting them is a collaborative effort. Lifting 
these vulnerable citizens isn’t just a strategic goal, it’s 
integral to CATA's core values.

CATA’s impact is greatly enhanced by its partnerships in 
the region. In fiscal 2023, the Authority supported over 
53 non-profit organizations and local programs. CATA 
is grateful for the opportunity to assist agencies that 
provide essential social services to the region. CATA's 
support comes in various forms: donated bus passes, 
sponsorships and participation in community events.

Partnerships with the Refugee Development Center to 
welcome new residents, Habitat for Humanity to build 
homes and providing cooling or warming buses to local 
law enforcement during emergencies are just a few 
examples of how CATA supports the essential work of 
these organizations.

Learn more about how these partnerships are  
building a stronger, more resilient community at  
cata.org/Partnerships.

COMMUNITY 
PARTNERSHIP

Learn more and download at  

CATA.ORG/SEESAY

  Vandalism
  Wellness check
  Suspected human  
	 trafficking

OVER 

53  
NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATIONS
AND LOCAL
PROGRAMS 
SUPPORTED



Do you remember a time 
when you felt lost, alone and 
confused by new surroundings? 
This is a common experience 
for newcomers to the United 
States, including those 
relocating to the Capital region. 
Fortunately, CATA and its 
partners are here to help.

Founded in 2002, Lansing’s 
nonprofit, the Refugee 
Development Center, supports 
mid-Michigan’s refugee 
population by offering 
crucial resources that help 
newcomers adjust to life in 
their new country. The RDC 
provides 13 programs, including 
English classes and driver 
education, alongside vital 
connections to resources 
necessary for thriving in a  
new community.

Esther, who relocated to 
Lansing from Haiti, finds the 
English classes at the RDC 
incredibly helpful.

“At the RDC, it’s a good 
community to help you speak 
English. Your culture is very 
nice if you understand it. They 
help you write it and we repeat 
it for the teacher,” said Esther. 
“The teachers are all very 
nice. If you don’t understand 
something they repeat it and 

help you. 
They are 
very, very 
good.” 

Rosie and 
her mother, 
Them, 
Burmese 
refugees 
who arrived 
in Lansing 
in 2024, 
also find 

the RDC’s classes beneficial.  

“I can speak Hindi, but I never 
spoke English in India, so it’s a 
new thing for me,” said Rosie. 
“I take the English classes 
to improve my English skills. 
Before, I didn’t know how  
to speak or say anything  
in English. Now, day-by-day,  
I’m improving.”

The benefits of the RDC’s 
courses are clear, but there 
remains a challenge for 
aspiring English speakers: 
getting to class. 

CATA partners with the RDC 
by providing bus passes for 
those who regularly use the 
center’s resources. The RDC 
even offers a program where 
instructors visit students' 
homes to teach them how 
to use CATA’s bus system to 
get to school, often their first 
experience with American 
public transportation.

When refugees arrive in 
Lansing, it is typically without 
a car, bicycle or other mode 
of transportation. It can be 
difficult to focus on classes 
when relying on neighbors 
or co-workers to get around. 
CATA services give them the 
freedom to build a life in this 
community without constantly 
worrying about how they will 
get from point A to point B. 
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COMMUNITY 
PARTNERSHIP

"WHEN THEY GET 
ON THE BUS,  
THEY FEEL 
ENGAGED 
IN THE COMMUNITY."

CATA is a good partner with the  
RDC because they help people  
for the transportation...people 
come over here and don't  
have a car. 

– Esther,  

Resident, Lansing / RDC Student

 REFUGEE DEVELOPMENT CENTER 
PARTNERSHIP HELPS LANSING NEWCOMERS  
RIDE & SUCCEED



“I’m not driving,” said Esther. 
“I take a bus to come to the 
RDC, go to the library or the 
supermarket because I don’t 
have a car.” 

Mariah Shafer, the outreach 
director at the RDC, believes 
the center’s work with CATA 
is one of its most successful 
partnerships.

“For many, this is the only way 
they can get to class any time  
of year,” said Shafer. “CATA  
has provided us with a lot  
of support in terms of getting 
bus passes.”  

CATA connects the community 
to the RDC and other resources.

“If there is no CATA, we can’t 
go anywhere because we don't 
have a car,” said Rosie. “Plus, we 
don't know how to drive yet.  

DRIVING MOBILITY SOLUTIONS 11

"FOR MANY 
THIS IS THE 
ONLY WAY  
THEY CAN GET 
TO CLASS."

So, if there is no bus, we can’t 
go to the RDC to take classes 
or to go to any appointments.” 

Hundreds 
attend classes 
at the RDC 
each week 
with many 
taking the 
bus. To better 
accommodate 
riders, CATA 
installed a bus 
shelter at the 
bus stop near 
the RDC to protect students 
from inclement weather while 
they wait for transportation.  

“We needed a shelter for the 
students and CATA provided it,” 
said Shafer. “We needed bus 
passes for our students using 
Spec-Tran and CATA provided 
them. We needed passes for 

The RDC thrives off of community partnerships and one 
of our most successful partnerships is with CATA. We're 
really proud to be able to welcome our newcomers with a 
newly built and designed bus stop. Our students often take 
multiple buses to get [to the RDC] and CATA has provided 
us with a lot of support in terms of getting bus passes.

– Mariah Shafer,  

Outreach Director, Refugee Development Center

students who are taking one, 
two, three buses to get here 
and CATA once again provided.” 

CATA not only 
helps connect 
these new 
members of 
the community 
to their 
destinations 
but also fosters 
a sense of 
belonging. 
Shafer recalled 
something that 

Rosie and her mother shared 
with her about their experience 
with CATA’s service. 

"When they get on the bus, 
they feel engaged in the 
community," said Shafer. "They 
see their neighbors, friends 
and classmates, and they feel 
a part of something. After 
having to leave your home and 
relocate to a new place, it can 
be very isolating." 

CATA is more than just a bus 
service; it’s a vital part of the 
community for many who 
make Lansing their new home. 
CATA's partnership with the 
RDC creates a lifeline for 
newcomers to the region.

 REFUGEE DEVELOPMENT CENTER 
PARTNERSHIP HELPS LANSING NEWCOMERS  
RIDE & SUCCEED



CATA is expanding its reach 
with an innovative new 
microtransit service designed 
to revolutionize the way people 
utilize public transportation. 
Whether you're a stone's 
throw from a bus stop or miles 
away, CATA's latest initiative 
promises seamless journeys 
from your doorstep to your 
destination.

Contracting with Via, a leading 
microtransit provider, CATA will 
launch a new pilot program 
later this year. Imagine the 
flexibility of Uber or Lyft 
combined with the reliability of 
public transit. Via’s zone-based 
system will offer rides within 

NEW  MICROTRANSIT SERVICE  
TO OFFER SEAMLESS CONNECTIONS

12

REGIONAL 
MOBILITY

service areas, all accessible 
through an app. Future plans 
include seamless integration 
into CATA’s Transit app for 
ultimate convenience and 
accessibility.

In Mumbai, public transportation 
is very common. So, you don't 
really have to drive anywhere. 
That was one of the things I was 
looking at when actually coming 
to MSU. I've had a pretty good 
time riding with CATA.

– Aahan Gohil,  

Student, Michigan  

State University

CATA.ORG/COMMUNITYREPORT
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BREAKING THROUGH THE 
 LANGUAGE BARRIER 
This fall, 
CATA will 
launch a 
new service 
to help non- 
and limited-
English 
speaking 
customers 
overcome 
language 
barriers. 
Language Line will offer 
translation and interpretation 
services in nearly 250 
languages, including American 
Sign Language. With 40 years 
of expertise, Language Line is a 
leader in its field.

"THE PEOPLE  
WE WORK WITH 
THE MOST 
FACE ENOUGH 
BARRIERS."

CUSTOMER EXPERIENCE 
EXCELLENCE

CATA employees 
will be trained 
by Language 
Line to recognize 
when language 
assistance is 
needed and  
how to provide 
immediate help.

For phone 
translations, 

employees will connect  
callers to a Language 
Line interpreter. In-person 
assistance will be facilitated 
through tablets available  
at all public-facing CATA 
locations and workstations.  

These tablets will feature  
an app that connects 
customers with translators  
or ASL professionals. 

CATA Customer Experience 
Manager Margaret Stephens 
said the main goal of the 
program is inclusion —  
so everyone who needs  
public transportation can  
use it successfully.

“The people we work with the 
most face enough barriers,” 
said Stephens. “Language and 
communication shouldn’t be 
among them.”



AUTOMATIC-DETOUR DETECTION 
FEATURE IN TRANSIT

Never be surprised by detours again.  
Now you can see them right in Transit. 
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GO MOBILE WITH CATA:

 NEW FARE PAYMENT OPTIONS 
CATA continues its commitment to improve customer experience by introducing new ways to pay for  
a ride. After upgrading fareboxes in the spring of 2022, CATA is now focused on contactless payment 
options, which will be rolled out in two phases:

CUSTOMER EXPERIENCE 
EXCELLENCE

Phase I  
Mobile Pay App (Fall 2024)

CATA will launch a new payment app. CATA 
Mobile Pay will be the first of the new 
contactless payment options, allowing 
riders to pay for bus rides directly from their 
smartphones. Mobile pay features will also 
be integrated in the Transit app.

Phase II  
Smart Cards, Contactless Credit Cards and 
Stored Values in App (Winter 2024)

Riders will have access to smart cards and 
the ability to use their contactless-enabled 
credit cards with 'tap and go' functionality. 
Stored values will also be an option for easier 
fare payment.  

CATA aims to offer payment options that 
cater to all riders' preferences. For those 
who prefer existing payment methods, 
rest assured that cash and traditional 
passes will still be accepted and available 
for purchase. Smart cards, offering a new 
way to pay, will be available at major local 
retailers, vending machines and through  
the new mobile pay app.

Download the AppVisit cata.org/Transit for details. 
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PROGRESSING TOWARD  FLEET ELECTRIFICATION
CATA is making strides toward its goal of fleet 
electrification and achieving net-zero emissions. 
The expansion of its hybrid fleet has been a 
successful first step, and the next phase of the 
plan is to transition entirely to electric vehicles. 
CATA is collaborating with manufacturers to 
introduce electric buses by 2025, aiming for a fully 
electric fleet by 2035.

“We’re excited about our progress,” said CATA 
Director of Planning and Development Dustin 
Hagfors. “While supply chain delays pose 
challenges, we remain committed to our timeline.”

This initiative also recently earned CATA gold 
status from the American Public Transportation 
Association, recognizing the Authority's ambitious 
commitments, as well as a $1 million funding 
award from U.S. Representative Elissa Slotkin. 

An investment in charging infrastructure and staff 
training will result in an efficient fleet integration. 
CATA will continue to deliver reliable service while 
introducing electric buses. The only noticeable 
difference will be a quieter ride.

“We want the community to know we’re doing 
our due diligence,” added Hagfors. “Our goal is for 
this technology to be seamless, because we don’t 
want to disrupt someone’s ability to get to work 
just to get an electric bus on the road.”

The Authority’s dedication to sustainability is 
evident. In addition to electric vehicles, CATA 
implemented recycling programs for vehicle parts 
to lessen upkeep waste and furnished new bus 
shelters with solar panels. 

EXPANDING ONBOARD CAMERA  
INITIATIVE FOR  SAFER TRANSIT

For some CATA customers, 
onboard cameras are not a new 
security feature. In April 2018, 
cameras were installed on 
all small buses and minivans 
operated by CATA's contractor, 
Transdev, which have been well-
received. 

While the timeline for the 
expanded initiative's trial 
remains open-ended, CATA will 
evaluate the effectiveness of 
utilizing cameras across its 
entire fleet in the future. 

Driven by its commitment to 
provide a safe experience for 
customers, employees and the 
public, CATA is expanding the 
use of onboard cameras. 

This summer, a pilot program 
will launch with nine vehicles 
slated for camera installation, 
including 60-foot buses,  
40-foot buses and cutaway 
buses for Spec-Tran, Redi-
Ride and Connector services. 
Cameras will be strategically 
placed inside and outside 
the vehicles, providing 
comprehensive coverage. The 
goal is to deter any potential 
misconduct that could 
compromise safety aboard or 
around CATA vehicles.

ORGANIZATIONAL 
STRENGTH
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I ride free because I’m a veteran. I have to depend on CATA a lot  
because I quit driving about five years ago and it's a godsend  
for me. I go to the VA clinic on Cedar Street with CATA.  
I can still be independent to a certain extent.  
Because of CATA, I can do that.

– Lewis Schnabelrauch, Resident, Holt / Veteran

FREE RIDES 
TO POLLS

It's very important that voters have the opportunity to call CATA 
for a ride or have a route [nearby] to get on a bus to go vote. We 
work in partnership with CATA to make sure the community 
is taken care of. For the bus stop near the township building, 
I requested a bus shelter so voters had a place to stay out of 
the elements and CATA said yes.

– Deborah Guthrie, Clerk, Meridian Township

VOTING  
IS EASIER 
WITH

Since 1988, CATA has offered 
systemwide free rides to the polls. 
The November 2022 passing of 
Proposal 2 expanded CATA's free 
rides to the polls service to include 
early voting. 

Visit cata.org/Vote for  
additional information.



46 YEARS OF KINDNESS 
 BEHIND THE WHEEL

Ned Rudolph has worked as 
a CATA bus operator for 46 
years, serving passengers with 
a smile since 1978. He is a lot 
of different things to a lot of 
different people — dependable, 
charitable and kind to name a 
few — but the one thing he is to 
everyone is a friendly face. 

“Ned is a kind soul,” said CATA 
Director of Operations Todd 
Brooks. “He wants to help you, 
whether he’s known you for one 
month or for 20 years.” 

Beyond his penchant for 
kindness, Rudolph is an 
extraordinary bus operator 
with a career-long record of 
safe driving. His driving is so 
smooth, the only time he gets 
complaints from riders is when 
he’s on vacation and someone 
else is driving his route.

Rudolph grew up in 
Montgomery, Alabama, and 
served in the U.S. Army for three 
years in air defense. Following 
his time in 
the service, 
he found 
another way 
to serve his 
country — 
driving. 

He began 
his career 
behind the 
wheel as a 
truck driver, 
becoming 

part of the backbone of 
American industry. But being 
part of a profession that 
transports 70% of all goods 
in the country can take its 
toll, and long nights away 
from home began to weigh 
on Rudolph. When a friend 
suggested he work locally at 
CATA, he soon found himself 
transporting people instead 
of products and never looked 
back.

For the past 20 years, Rudolph 
has driven Route 24, giving 
him a unique chance to build 
relationships with his riders. 
He knows most of them by 
name, which he believes is a 
key part of being a true bus 
driver.

DYNAMIC 
WORKPLACE
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"ANYONE CAN 
DRIVE A BUS, 
BUT NOT 
EVERYONE  
CAN BE A  

BUS  
DRIVER."

“Anyone can drive a bus, but 
not everyone can be a bus 
driver,” said Rudolph. “There’s 
more to it than just turning the 
wheel.”

Rudolph’s passion for helping 
people extends beyond his 
passengers. He supports 
several charities, including 
the American Red Cross, 
Volunteers of America and 
Disabled American Veterans.

“I like helping,” said Rudolph. “I 
just love giving back to people.” 

Even at 78, Rudolph sees little 
reason to retire. Staying busy is 
important, but more than that, 
he wants to continue helping 
people any way he can.

EMPLOYEE 
SPOTLIGHT 

FREE RIDES 
TO POLLS



ENHANCING 
  HOLIDAY TRAVEL
CATA is excited to announce the return of limited curb-to-curb service on select holidays in 2024, building 
on the success of last year’s pilot program. 

This service allows passengers to reserve rides for Easter Sunday, Independence Day, Thanksgiving Day 
and Christmas Day. Advance reservations are required and same-day bookings are not permitted. The 
service is available to the general public within the Spec-Tran service boundaries.

For additional details, service hours and reservation deadlines, visit cata.org/Holidays.
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CATA introduced wait-stop trips for Spec-Tran 
customers in 2023. The program allows riders 
to make brief stops during their scheduled 
trips. Need to drop off or pick up a child from 
school or day care before heading to work? 
Want to grab groceries on your way back home? 
No problem. Wait-stop trips allow riders to 
seamlessly incorporate stops while staying on the 
same Spec-Tran vehicle. It's all about providing 
flexibility and convenience.

WAIT-STOP TRIPS

BOOKING A  
WAIT-STOP TRIP:

To schedule a wait-stop trip on Spec-Tran, simply 
call CATA’s Paratransit Department at  
517-394-2282 (CATA). 

Please note that same-day service is not available, and 
next-day ride requests must be received by 5 p.m.

CUSTOMER 
EXPERIENCE 
EXCELLENCE

I've been riding CATA for 30 years. 
First, I rode the big bus, then I got 
in an accident and ended up in a 
wheelchair, and I graduated to  
Spec-Tran. I love it, it's really 
convenient. I'd be lost  
without CATA.

– Patsy Dillard,  

Resident, Lansing

CATA gives Peckham a voice and the ability to represent all the individuals 
with disabilities we serve. They rely on CATA transportation daily to 
succeed in employment and access all the services they need.

– J. Caleb Adams, Chief Human Services Officer, Peckham
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Seats for City of Lansing and Meridian Township are pending appointment.



@rideCATACONNECT WITH US

DISCOVER  
MORE STORIES
Visit cata.org/CommunityReport 
to access full video testimonials, 
additional Community Report content 
or to be featured in a future issue.

LOOK TO THE ROAD FOR YOUR DREAM CAREER!
Achieve your dreams with CATA. 

See available positions and 
apply at cata.org/Drive.

CATA is an equal-opportunity employer. All applicants must 
provide a clean driving record when applicable, and pass a drug 
and alcohol screening, physical and background check.
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CONSENT AGENDA 
PROPOSED BOARD MINUTES 

PROPOSED MOTION: 

Move to approve and ratify the minutes of the Regular 
Meeting of July 9, 2024 as submitted.  (1)

ALTERNATE MOTION: 

Move to approve and ratify the minutes of the Regular Meeting of July 9, 
2024 with the following amendment(s):[insert amendments]

(1)

(1)
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 CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 

REGULAR MEETING TOWNSHIP BOARD -DRAFT- 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos MI 48864-1198 
517.853.4000, Township Hall Room 

Tuesday, July 9, 2024, 6:00 pm 
 
PRESENT: Supervisor Hendrickson, Treasurer Deschaine, Trustee McCurtis, Trustee Sundland, 

Trustee Trezise, Trustee Wilson 

ABSENT: Clerk Guthrie 

STAFF: Interim Manager Schmitt, Deputy Manager Opsommer, Director Gebes, Director Ianni, 
Director Clark, Manager Diehl, Chief Grillo 

 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
 
Supervisor Hendrickson called the July 9, 2024, Regular Township Board meeting to order at 
6:00 pm.   
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Supervisor Hendrickson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

3. ROLL CALL 
 
Deputy Clerk Gordon called the roll of the Board. Supervisor Hendrickson, Treasurer 
Deschaine, Trustee McCurtis, Trustee Sundland, Trustee Trezise, and Trustee Wilson present at 
6:01 pm.  
 
6 Board members present, Clerk Guthrie Absent 
 

4. PRESENTATION  
 
A. 2024 Green Grants 

  
Deputy Township Manager Opsommer presented on the 2024 Green Grants award.  
 
Treasurer Deschaine spoke in favor of the program  

 
5. CITIZENS ADDRESS AGENDA ITEMS AND NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

 
Supervisor Hendrickson opened comments from the public at 6:13 pm. 
 
David Pawsat, Township resident, spoke in opposition to marijuana legalization. 
 
Jay Meyer, Township resident, spoke in opposition to proposed marijuana dispensary.  
 
Debora Dantus, Township resident, spoke in opposition to marijuana dispensary at the corner 
of Okemos and Jolly Roads.  
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Marcos Dantus, Township resident, spoke in opposition to marijuana dispensary at the corner 
of Okemos and Jolly Roads. 
 
Rhonda Bueche, Township resident, spoke in opposition to marijuana. 

 
Supervisor Hendrickson closed comments from the public at 6:29 pm. 
 

6. INTERIM TOWNSHIP MANAGER REPORT 
 
Interim Manager Schmitt gave updates about the following: 
 

• Asphalt rejuvenator program will be coming this month. 
• Township Manager search is on schedule. 
• A suspect pleaded guilty for the vandalism at the Nokomis Center.  Detective Slavik 

recognized for his work on this case 
• Chief Hamel is recovering well 

 
7. BOARD MEMBER REPORTS OF ACTIVITIES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Trustee Sundland attended the Ron Styka Memorial Pathway ribbon cutting.  
 
Trustee Wilson spoke regarding the success of Celebrate Meridian.  
 
Treasurer Deschaine attended the Ron Styka Memorial Pathway ribbon cutting and spoke 
about the Celebrate Meridian event.  
 
Supervisor Hendrickson spoke about the two listening sessions that the Board held, attending 
the Ron Styka Memorial Pathway ribbon cutting, the opening of Trader Joe’s, and gave an 
overview of Celebrate Meridian.  
 

8. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

Supervisor Hendrickson spoke about the changes that had been made on the agenda. 
 
Trustee Wilson moved to approve the agenda.  Supported by Treasurer Deschaine. 

 
VOICE VOTE:  YEAS:  Supervisor Hendrickson, Treasurer Deschaine, Trustee 

McCurtis, Trustee Sundland, Trustee Trezise, Trustee Wilson 
 
NAYS:  NONE 
 
Motion carried: 6-0 

  
9. CONSENT AGENDA 

 
Supervisor Hendrickson listed the items on the agenda. 
 

Treasurer Deschaine moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Supported by Trustee 
Wilson.  

 
ROLL CALL VOTE YEAS:  Supervisor Hendrickson, Treasurer Deschaine, Trustee 

McCurtis, Trustee Sundland, Trustee Trezise, Trustee Wilson 
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NAYS:  NONE 
 
Motion carried: 6-0 

 
Treasurer Deschaine spoke about the commission appointments on the consent agenda.  

 
Trustee Trezise spoke about the environmental commission appointment and the new 
EMT/Firefighters.  
 
Supervisor Hendrickson spoke about the Environmental Commission and commission 
openings. 
 

10. QUESTIONS FOR THE ATTORNEY 
 
NONE 
 

11. HEARINGS 
 
NONE 

 
12. ACTION ITEMS 
  

A. Community Survey 
 
Director Clark gave a brief overview of the 2024 Community Survey Draft.  
 
Trustee Trezise and Treasurer Deschaine thanked Director Clark for her work on the 
survey and spoke in favor of it,  
 
Supervisor Hendrickson requested that Cobalt weigh in on the word “small” be added 
between the word “a” and “local”. 
 
Treasurer Deschaine moved to adopt the drafted language of the 2024 Community 
Survey and request Cobalt Community Research to conduct 2024 Community Survey 
as presented with the possible amendment with the change discussed by the Board.  
Seconded by Trustee McCurtis. 
 
VOICE VOTE YEAS:  Supervisor Hendrickson, Trustee McCurtis, Trustee 

Sundland, Trustee Trezise, Trustee Wilson, Treasurer 
Deschaine 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Motion carried: 6-0 

 
B. Whitehills Lakes Subdivision #7 – Streetlight SAD #429 Resolution #3 

 
Deputy Manager Opsommer recapped the action that has been taken so far on this item.  He 
informed the board that he has addressed resident questions and requested feedback from 
the HOA.  The HOA was provided with the cost for each type of streetlight pole and head. 
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The HOA must now determine which pole and head they would like to move forward with 
based on the associated costs. 

Trustee Trezise moved to remove the item from the table so the Board can consider 
it.  Supported by Treasurer Deschaine. 
 
VOICE VOTE  YEAS:  Supervisor Hendrickson, Treasurer Deschaine, Trustee 

McCurtis, Trustee Sundland, Trustee Trezise, Trustee Wilson 
 
NAYS:  NONE 
 
Motion carried: 6-0 

 
 
Trustee Trezise approved the Whitehills Lakes South #7 Public Streetlighting 
Improvement Special Assessment District #429 – Resolution #3, which approves the 
construction of the public improvement, the estimate of cost and defraying the cost 
by Special Assessment, determines the Special Assessment District, and directs the 
making of an Assessment Roll.  Supported by Trustee McCurtis.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE  YEAS:  Supervisor Hendrickson, Treasurer Deschaine, Trustee 

McCurtis, Trustee Sundland, Trustee Trezise, Trustee Wilson 
 
NAYS:  NONE 
 
Motion carried: 6-0 

 
 

C. 2nd Quarter Budget Amendments 

Director Ianni reviewed the 2nd Quarter Budget Amendments.  
 
Trustee Hendrickson thanked Director Ianni and spoke on the Pension Stabilization fund.  
 
Treasurer Deschaine asked if the Pension Stabilization fund was included or separate in the 
General Fund fund balance. Director Ianni explained that it is not included in the fund 
balance. 
 
Trustee McCurtis moved to approve the attached 2024 2nd Quarter Budget 
Amendments with a decrease in budgeted fund balance for the General Fund in the 
amount of $193,323 which projects a use of Fund Balance of $735,397.  Based on 
2024 results, the projected Fund Balance at December 31, 2024, will be $11,617,126.. 
Supported by Trustee Wilson. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE YEAS:  Supervisor Hendrickson, Treasurer Deschaine, Trustee 

McCurtis, Trustee Sundland, Trustee Trezise, Trustee Wilson 
 
NAYS:  NONE 
 
Motion carried: 6-0 

 
13. BOARD DISCUSSION ITEMS 
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A. Fire Truck Financing 
 
Interim Manager Schmitt spoke about the financial implications of financing the fire truck 
and that the plan is to pay for the fire truck outright and not financing the truck due to 
interest rate levels.  
 
Trustee Trezise asked clarifying questions regarding using the motor pool fund and spoke 
in favor of outright paying for the Fire Truck.  
 
Trustee Wilson asked what the total cost of the pumper truck is.  Interim Manager Schmitt 
indicated that it is approximately $930,000 but that he will follow up with a final price.  
 
Trustee McCurtis asked the date of delivery and what we will be using until this new 
pumper truck arrives. Interim Manager Schmitt outlined the current fire equipment and 
indicated that delivery is expected in the fall.  
 
Supervisor Hendrickson spoke in favor of the changes.  
 

14. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
Supervisor Hendrickson opened comments from the public at 7:06 pm 
 
Supervisor Hendrickson closed comments from the public at 7:06 pm 
 

15. OTHER MATTERS AND BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS  
 
Supervisor Hendrickson spoke about the Meridian Pride event on August 10, 2024.  

 
16. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Treasurer Sundland moved to adjourn. Seconded by Trustee Trezise. 
 

VOICE VOTE YEAS:  Supervisor Hendrickson, Treasurer Deschaine, Trustee 
McCurtis, Trustee Sundland, Trustee Trezise, Trustee Wilson 
 
NAYS:  NONE 
 
Motion carried: 6-0 

 
The meeting adjourned at 7:07 pm. 

 

__________________________________ 
Scott Hendrickson 

Township Supervisor 

 

__________________________________ 
Deborah Guthrie 
Township Clerk 
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9. D 

To:  Board Members 

From:  Scott Hendrickson, Township Supervisor 

Date:  July 23, 2024 

Re:  Brownfield Redevelopment Authority Appointment  

  

With the departure of Joyce VanCoevering as the finance representative on the Brownfield 
Redevelopment Authority (BRA), there is a vacancy.  Jim Houthoofd was recently appointed to the 
Pension Board.  He is interested in serving as the new finance representative on the BRA.  During 

his time at Neogen, he worked on several BRA sites within the company. He has familiarized himself 

with the protocols of the BRA and reviewed the website.  
 

The following motions have been prepared for Board consideration: 

MOVE TO APPOINT JAMES HOUTHOOFD TO THE BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT 

AUTHORITY FOR A TERM ENDING 12/31/24.            

 

 



* 1. I am interested in service on one or more of the following public bodies as checked below:
Brownfield Redevelopment Authority *
Economic Development Corporation
Zoning Board of Appeals

* 2. Summarize your reasons for applying to do this type of service
I have been living in Meridian Township for over 35 years and feel that I am knowledgeable on Township issues and feel that my business experience would be valuable to
the Township.

* 3. Describe education, experience or training which will assist you if appointed.
Studied Communications at MSU, Accounting at U of M and Business Administration (MBA) at Northwood University. I worked as a CPA with Ernst and Young for 4 years and
as the Treasurer for Neogen Corp for 33 years. I currently am retired but continue to consult. At Neogen, I handled many economic development projects in Michigan,
Wisconsin, Kentucky and Nebraska and led nearly 100 construction projects to completion, including Brownfields and Obsolete Property. I also handled all zoning requests.

(Attach resume if available)
**SKIPPED**

* Full Name
James Houthoofd

* Occupation
Retired Treasurer for Neogen Corporation

* Place of Employment
Retired - Neogen Corporation

* Home Address
60 Chimney Oaks Dr
Okemos 48864

* Phone (Day)
517.285.6383

* Phone (Evening)
517.285.6383

* Email
houthoofd@yahoo.com

* Please type your name in the box below as a digital signature
James A Houthoofd

* Date and Time
05/21/2024

Other than the Downtown Development Authority Board, the Corridor Improvement Authority, and the Economic Development Corporation, persons appointed to Meridian
Township boards and commissions must be a resident and elector (if of voting age) of the Township during the term of office. Excessive absences may be cause for review
of appointment. The policy for appointment of candidates to the various public service positions is based on the following criteria: desire to serve, experience, expertise,
availability of time to serve, and maintenance of equitable geographic representation. In most instances it will be desirable to develop further information through a
personal interview. This application will be retained in township files for two years.
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To: Board Members 

From: Dan Opsommer, Deputy Township Manager 
Director of Public Works and Engineering 

Date: July 23, 2024 

Re: Disposal of Surplus Vehicles 

The following Motor Pool vehicles have been declared surplus by the Department of Public 
Works. We are requesting authorization to sell the vehicles at public auction, internet 
auction, direct sale to another municipality, or by sealed bid. 

Unit # 141 
Ford Escape 
VIN# 1FMCU9C70AKD12223  2010 

Unit # 105 
Ford Escape  
VIN# 1FMCU9C79AKD12222 2010 

Unit # 104 
Ford F-150 
VIN# 1FTRF12258KD70161 2008 

Unit # 145 
Ford F-250 
VIN# 3FTNX21L53MB35529 2003 

Unit# 23 
Ford F-350 
VIN# 1FD8W3H66BEA30939 2011 

The following motion has been prepared for the Board’s consideration: 

MOVE TO APPROVE THE DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS VEHICLES. 
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To: Board Members 

From: Timothy R. Schmitt, AICP, Interim Township Manager and 
Director of Community Planning and Development 

Date: July 15, 2024 

Re: Recreational Marijuana Licensing – Zones 3 – Resolution for Approval 

At the June 18, 2024 meeting, the Township Board approved the issuance of a conditional license 
for recreational marijuana to DNVK 4 at 1614 Grand River Avenue. Upon further review by Staff, the 
resolution for approval appears to have been inadvertently left out of the packet for that meeting. 
Per discussion with the Township Attorney, the June 18th approval is effective as a formal vote and 
approval is all that is needed, but he advised we place the resolution on the consent agenda for 
formal approval, to keep the record consistent. To follow this advice, we have placed the resolution 
on the consent agenda at this meeting, to keep the record consistent.  

Motion to adopt the resolution granting conditional approval of the 
recreational marijuana license application to DVNK 4 for the proposed 
marijuana retailer location at 1614 Grand River Avenue. The property is zoned 
C-2, Commercial, and is located within the Marijuana Facilities Overlay District.



RESOLUTION TO APPROVE CONDITIONAL Recreational Marijuana License 
1614 Grand River Avenue – DNVK 4 

 
RESOLUTION 

 
 At a regular meeting of the Township Board of the Charter Township of Meridian, Ingham 
County, Michigan, held at 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864 on the 23rd day of July 2024, at 6:00 
p.m., Local Time. 
 
PRESENT: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ABSENT: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
 The following resolution was offered by _________________ and supported by ___________________. 
 

WHEREAS, DNVK 4, owner of the property at 1614 Grand River Avenue, has submitted an 
application to operate a marijuana retailer to the located at this location, and 
 

WHEREAS, the property is located within one of the five marijuana overlay districts 
established under the Meridian Township Zoning Ordinance; and 

 
WHEREAS, DNVK 4’s application was one of two applications received in Zone 3, where the 

property in question is located, and 
 

WHEREAS, the application was determined to be a complete application by the Director of 
Community Planning and Development; and 

 
WHEREAS, the application was reviewed by the Recreational Marijuana Review Committee, 

who unanimously recommended approval of the license to the Township Board, over the competing 
application from Amsterdam CC, due to the quality of the security and operations plan, along with the 
financial plan that was in place to open and operate the facility; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Township Board held a public hearing on the two applications received in 
Zone 3 on May 9th and after a robust discussion, asked the Township Attorney and Staff to provide 
additional analysis on the applications; and 
 
 WHEREAS, after reviewing the competitive review criteria established by the Township 
Board and the analysis from the Staff and Township Attorney, the Board has determined that DNVK 
4 is best suited to operate in Zone 3 in compliance with the local ordinances and the Michigan 
Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, given the ownership group’s excellent initial 
submission, their security plan, and their financial plan for opening and operations; and 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN hereby issued CONDITIONAL APPROVAL for a recreational marijuana 
license to DNVK 4, for a marijuana retailer at 1614 Grand River, subject to the following conditions: 
 
1. Approval is granted in general accordance with the complete application submitted to the 

Township, signed by Marvin Karana on 1/22/2024. 
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2. A Special Use Permit application for the facility must be submitted within 60 days following this 

approval.  
 

3. Any material changes to the details in the licensing application will be reviewed by the Director 
of Community Planning and Development to determine the appropriate amendment procedure.  

 
 

ADOPTED: YEAS: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                            
  NAYS: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
    ) ss 
COUNTY OF INGHAM ) 
 
 I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Clerk of the Township Board of the Charter 
Township Meridian, Ingham County, Michigan, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true 
and a complete copy of a resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Township Board on the 23rd 
day of July, 2024. 
 
 
       ______________________________   
       Deborah Guthrie 
       Township Clerk 
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To: Board Members 

From: Amber Clark, Neighborhoods and Economic Development Director 

Date: July 23, 2024 

Re: Liquor License Ordinance #2024-05 - Reintroduction 

At the final June meeting, the Board introduced an ordinance to repeal and replace the current 
liquor license ordinance within the Township. Following that meeting, additional review by 
counsel identified modifications that would clarify the ordinance for applicants and better capture 
the regulatory intent of the Township regarding SDM and SDD licenses. On advice from counsel, 
staff recommends that the ordinance be re-introduced, with subsequent final adoption at the next 
regular Board meeting. 

The Charter Township Act provides that generally an ordinance must be introduced and published 
in that form prior to final adoption. MCL 42.20. Due to the July 4 holiday, the updated ordinance 
was not received prior to the meeting of July 9. Although these are clarifications within the text of 
the ordinance, the conservative approach recommended by counsel is to re-introduce the updated 
text of the ordinance.  

Enclosed is the updated ordinance with the modifications shown in redline. As disclosed therein, 
the updates achieve the following:  

• Improve the language and better highlight that SDM and SDD materials can be subject to a
local application.
• Clarified and the use of defined terms, e.g., “Applicant.”
• Expanded defined terms to clarify intent, including “Licensee” and “Licensed Premises.”
• Clarified the documentation required as part of the application.
• Expanded the disclosure of civil or criminal convictions.
• Clarify transfers and expedited transfer consistent with MLCC practices.

Finally, the ordinance will be introduced and any applications submitted will not be processed 
until it becomes finally effective and they will be processed at that time consistent with the new 
ordinance. 

The following motion have been prepared for Board consideration: 

MOVE TO INTRODUCE FOR FIRST READING AND SUBSEQUENT ADOPTION OF 
ORDINANCE #2024-05 AS PRESENTED TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES TO 
REGULATE THE ISSUANCE, TRANSFER, RENEWAL, AND REVOCATION OF LIQUOR 
LICENSES WITHIN THE TOWNSHIP. 

Attachments: 
1. Clean Version of  Liquor License Ordinance



CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY, MICHIGAN 
LIQUOR LICENSE ORDINANCE 

 
Ordinance No. __________ 

 
At a meeting of the Township Board of the Charter Township of Meridian, Ingham County, 
Michigan, held at the Meridian Municipal Building on ________________, 2024, at 6:00 p.m., 
Township Board Member ____________ moved to introduce for first reading and subsequent 
adoption the following Ordinance, which motion was seconded by Board Member 
_____________: 
 

An Ordinance to amend the Code of Ordinances to regulate the issuance, transfer, 
renewal, and revocation of liquor licenses in the Charter Township of Meridian to 
preserve the public health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of and visitors to the 
Township.  

 
THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS: 
 
SECTION 1. AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 6, ARTICLE II, TO REPLACE SECTION 6-
26. Chapter 6, Article II, Section 6-26 of the Charter Township of Meridian Code of Ordinances 
is hereby repealed, replaced, and amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 6-26: Scope and intent. 

This Article governs applications for Specially Designated Merchant (“SDM”) licenses, Specially 
Designated Distributor (“SDD”) licenses, and all licenses to sell beer, wine, or spirits for on-
premises consumption within the Township, including but not limited to, Class B licenses, Class 
C licenses, resort licenses, tavern licenses, club licenses, hotel licenses, and tasting rooms operated 
by manufacturers including, but not limited to, brewers, micro-brewers, wine makers, small wine 
makers, distillers, small distillers, mixed drink spirit manufacturers, and brandy manufacturers. 
This Article does not apply to applications for special licenses granted by the Michigan Liquor 
Control Commission, or one-day permits as allowed by statute.  
 
The Township acknowledges the difference which the law recognizes between applications for 
new licenses and the transfer, renewal, or revocation of existing licenses. This Article is designed 
to provide a framework in which the Township can decide whether to approve or deny an 
application for a new license or an application to transfer an existing license. This framework, 
when followed, will show a reviewing court that the Township’s discretion was not exercised 
arbitrarily or capriciously. The Township acknowledges that existing licensees have certain 
property rights in those licenses. Thus, for the renewal or revocation of existing licenses, the 
Township has adopted a system in this Article to meet procedural due process requirements. 
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SECTION 2. AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 6, ARTICLE II, TO REPLACE SECTION 6-
27. Chapter 6, Article II, Section 6-27 of the Charter Township of Meridian Code of Ordinances 
is hereby repealed, replaced, and amended to read as follows: 

Section 6-27: Licensing policy. 

A. This Article establishes an application and review process for the issuance of both new 
Licenses and the transfer of existing Licenses into the Township or between or among 
applicants. The process is intended to ensure that the individuals and entities seeking 
Licenses from, or charged with operating Licensed Establishments within, the Township 
meet certain qualifications and minimum requirements including but not limited to criminal 
history, past conduct, zoning, and ongoing business operation standards. It requires 
Township Board review of application information in light of certain criteria that is 
established for purposes of identifying the kinds of facilities that qualify for a License. It 
reserves to the Township any and all discretion afforded to it under applicable law relating 
to the issuance of Licenses. 

B. As a general matter of policy, each Applicant for a License will need to demonstrate an 
identifiable benefit to the Township and its inhabitants resulting from the granting of the 
License. The weight to be given to each item of the criteria identified in this Article, and the 
determination whether a particular Applicant meets or satisfies those criteria, is intended to 
be within the sole discretion of the Township Board. While all of the criteria set forth in this 
Article are relevant to the decision whether to grant a License, an Applicant must 
demonstrate in particular that the proposed business and Licensed Premises:  

i. Will provide a service, product, or function that is not presently available within the 
Township or that would be unique to the Township or not presently available to an 
identifiable area within the Township;  

ii. Is of a character that will foster or generate economic development, employment 
opportunity, or growth within the Township, or an identifiable area of the Township, 
in a manner consistent with the Township's policies; or  

iii. Represents an added financial investment on the part of a long-term business or 
resident with recognized ties to the Township and the local community.  

 

SECTION 3. AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 6, ARTICLE II, TO REPLACE SECTION 6-
28. Chapter 6, Article II, Section 6-28 of the Charter Township of Meridian Code of Ordinances 
is hereby repealed, replaced, and amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 6-28: Definitions.  

The following definitions shall apply to this Article. Terms not otherwise defined herein shall have 
the meaning assigned in the Michigan Liquor Control Code (MCL 436.1101 et seq.). 

A. “Alcoholic Liquor” shall mean any spirituous, vinous, malt, or fermented liquor, liquid or 
compound, whether or not medicated, proprietary, or patented, and by whatever name 
called, containing one-half (½) of one (1) percent or more of alcohol by volume which are 
fit use for beverage purposes.  
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B. “Affiliate” shall mean any entity in which the Applicant, including any key management 
personnel, owner, member, shareholder thereof, owns ten percent or more. 

C. “Applicant” shall mean and include all persons and entities proposed to be owners of the 
License and/or of the proposed Licensed Premises, all key personnel involved in the 
management of the licensed business, and all persons and entities proposed to be involved 
in the finance of the License and/or Licensed Premises. In the case of a partnership, 
"Applicant" shall include all partners in the partnership. In the case of a corporation other 
than a corporation with publicly-traded stock, "Applicant" shall include all shareholders. In 
the case of a limited liability company, "Applicant" shall include all members.  

D. “On-Premises License” means a liquor license to sell Alcoholic Liquor at retail for 
consumption on the Licensed Premises, including, but not limited to, Class B licenses, Class 
C licenses, resort licenses, tavern licenses, club licenses, hotel licenses, and tasting rooms 
operated by manufacturers including, but not limited to, brewers, micro-brewers, wine 
makers, small wine makers, distillers, small distillers, mixed drink spirit manufacturers, and 
brandy manufacturers.  

E. “In writing” shall be construed to include written correspondence, including electronic mail.  
F. “License” shall mean an SDM license, SDD license, or On-Premises License.  
G. “Licensee” shall mean a person or entity holding a valid License in the Township.  
H. “Licensed Premises” means the building, property, or facility upon or in which Alcoholic 

Liquor is bought, sold, or manufactured in conjunction with a License.   
 

SECTION 4. AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 6, ARTICLE II, TO REPLACE SECTION 6-
29. Chapter 6, Article II, Section 6-29 of the Charter Township of Meridian Code of Ordinances 
is hereby repealed, replaced, and amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 6-29: Applications for on-premises license. 

A. Application required. Every Applicant for a new On-Premises License shall submit to the 
Economic Development Director a fully completed "Meridian Township Liquor License 
Application" on a form furnished by the Economic Development Director, along with all 
additional documents and materials referred to in the application form or otherwise 
required under this Article.  

B. Required information. The application shall include at least the following information: 
i. Name and address of Applicant. If the Applicant is a partnership, the name and 

address of each partner shall be provided, and a copy of any partnership agreement 
attached. If the Applicant is a privately-held corporation, the names and addresses 
of all corporate officers, members of the board of directors, and stockholders shall 
be provided, and a copy of the articles of incorporation, bylaws, shareholder 
agreement, and applicable authorization resolution of the board of directors shall 
be attached. If the Applicant is a publicly-held corporation, the names and addresses 
of all corporate officers, members of the board of directors, and stockholders who 
own ten percent (10%) or more of the corporate stock shall be provided. If the 
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Applicant is a limited liability company, the names and addresses of all members, 
managers and assignees of membership interests shall be provided, and a copy of 
the articles of organization, operating agreement, and applicable authorization 
resolution of the members shall be attached.  

ii. License desired.  
iii. The address and legal description of the property to become the Licensed Premises.  
iv. A location map that identifies any church, school, or other Licensed Premises 

within five hundred (500) feet of the proposed Licensed Premises. 
v. Information and documents addressing all review criteria below. 

vi. If the Licensed Premises is to be located in a proposed building for which site plan 
approval has not yet been obtained, or in an existing building that is to be 
remodeled, a conceptual plan showing proposed building elevations, floor plans, 
seating arrangements, site dimensions, and parking areas.  

vii. A written statement and supporting documentation as to the Applicant's character, 
experience, and financial ability to meet the obligations and business undertakings 
for which the License is to be issued.  

viii. A written statement demonstrating that the location proposed, and the methods of 
operation will not detrimentally and unreasonably impact nearby property owners, 
businesses, and residents.  

ix. Information and documents within the Applicant’s knowledge or control regarding 
the criteria listed below. 

x. Information of any previous License application(s) to the Michigan Liquor Control 
Commission, License history, and denial history of the Applicant or any Affiliate. 

xi. Any other information or documents pertinent to the Applicant and operation of the 
proposed Licensed Premises as may be required by this Article. The Township may 
require the Applicant to provide documentation to or from the MLCC. 

C. Nonrefundable application fee. The application shall include payment of a nonrefundable 
fee, in an amount determined by the Township Board, to be sufficient to cover the costs of 
investigation, review, and inspection.  

D. Recommendations from Township departments.  
i. Following the receipt of the fully completed application, fees, and other such 

information as may be requested by the Township, the Economic Development 
Director shall forward the application to the Department of Community Planning 
& Development, Police Department, Fire Department, and such other departments 
as required by the Township Manager.  

ii. All Township departments shall make their recommendations prior to consideration 
by the Township Board.  

iii. In making its review, the Township may request from the Applicant other pertinent 
information.  
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iv. All department reviews or processing of the application shall be completed within 
60 days of receipt of a complete application, any additional information requested, 
and all required fees.  

E. Placement upon Township Board agenda. Upon receipt by the Economic Development 
Director of the recommendations of all the departments identified above, the Economic 
Development Director shall submit the application and recommendations for placement 
upon the agenda of the next regular Township Board meeting.  

F. Township Board action required.  
i. All applications are subject to the final approval of the Township Board.  

ii. The Township Board may grant the requested License, conditionally grant the 
requested License, postpone consideration for a reasonable period, or deny the 
License.  

iii. If the License is either approved or denied, the Township Board shall cause its 
decision to be transmitted to the Michigan Liquor Control Commission and 
promptly give notice of the decision to the Applicant, in writing. 

iv. The Township shall grant, grant with conditions, or deny the application within 30 
days of its placement on the agenda of a regular Township Board meeting or within 
120 days of the Economic Development Director’s receipt of the completed 
application. 

a. The processing time may be extended upon written notice by the 
Township for good cause. 

b. Any failure to meet the required processing times shall not result in the 
automatic grant of the application or License. 

G. Contingencies; Requirements after Board approval. 
i. Unless otherwise indicated by the Township Board, all approvals are contingent 

upon the Applicant obtaining any required building permits and any other permits, 
licenses, or approvals from the Township or other regulatory agencies within 60 
days from the date of conditional approval.  

ii. The construction of new buildings and alterations of existing buildings shall 
commence within six months after the date of conditional approval, with a 
completion date of no more than one year after the issuance of the relevant building 
permit. Extensions for completion of construction or alteration may be granted by 
the Township Board for good cause. 

iii. Failure to comply with any contingency shall render the License subject to 
revocation. 

iv. Upon completion and in accordance with a prior conditional approval granted by 
the Township Board, the Township Board shall thereupon recommend the 
Applicant for approval of the License to the Liquor Control Commission of the 
State of Michigan. The Township Board may withhold or refuse recommendation 
and approval of the Applicant if such Applicant fails to satisfy all conditions set 
forth under the Township’s prior conditional approval.  
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H. Review criteria. In making its determination pursuant to subsections above, the Township 
Board shall consider whether the Applicant's proposal is reasonable when measured against 
any and all of the criteria listed below.  

i. General information regarding Applicant: 
a. The Applicant's management experience in the alcohol or liquor business. 
b. The Applicant's general business management experience. 
c. The Applicant's general business reputation.  
d. The Applicant's financial status and its ability to build or operate the 

proposed Licensed Premises. 
e. The Applicant’s or any Affiliate’s labor violations, civil judgments, 

criminal arrests, criminal convictions, or any violations arising out of or 
in connection with the Michigan Liquor Control Code and its rules or 
regulations.  

ii. Information related to proposed Licensed Premises: 
a. The recommendations of the Police Department, Building Department, 

Department of Community Planning & Development, Fire Department, 
and such other departments as required by the Township Manager with 
regard to the proposed Licensed Premises.  

b. Whether the proposed Licensed Premises complies, or will comply, with 
the applicable building, plumbing, electrical and fire prevention codes, 
zoning ordinance, or other ordinances applicable in the Township.  

c. The effects that the proposed Licensed Premises would have upon 
vehicular and pedestrian traffic in the area.  

d. The effects that the proposed Licensed Premises would have upon the 
surrounding neighborhood or business establishments, including impacts 
upon the area, district, or uses of residences, churches, and schools.  

e. The availability of utilities to serve the proposed Licensed Premises.  
f. The proximity of the proposed Licensed Premises to other similarly 

situated Licensed Premises.  
g. The proximity to complementary uses, such as office and commercial 

development.  
h. Availability of adequate parking, taking all circumstances of the location 

into consideration.  
iii. Benefits to community: 

a. The effects that the issuance of the License would have upon the economic 
development of the Township or the surrounding area.  

b. Whether the Applicant has demonstrated a public need or convenience for 
the issuance of the License for the proposed Licensed Premises, taking 
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into consideration the following, together with other factors deemed 
relevant by the Township Board:  

1. The total number of similar Licensed Premises in the Township, 
considered both in terms of whether such number of similar 
Licensed Premises are needed and whether there may be a need for 
other types of Licensed Premises that could go unmet if the 
requested License were granted; 

2. The proximity of the proposed Licensed Premises to other existing 
Licensed Premises, the type of such Licensed Premises, whether 
such other Licensed Premises are similar to that proposed, and the 
anticipated impact of all such determinations;  

3. Whether the proposed Licensed Premises is in an area characterized 
as developed, redeveloping, or undeveloped, and the anticipated 
impact of approving the proposed Licensed Premises in light of such 
character, taking into consideration the need for any type of 
additional Licensed Premises in the area, and the need for the 
particular type of Licensed Premises proposed;  

4. The impact of the proposed Licensed Premises on Township 
policing and code enforcement activities;  

5. The overall benefits of the proposed Licensed Premises to the 
Township;  

6. The overall detriments of the proposed Licensed Premises to the 
Township; and  

7. Any other factors that may affect the health, safety, and welfare 
relative to the need for or the convenience of the proposed Licensed 
Premises in the Township.  

c. The uniqueness of the proposed Licensed Premises when contrasted 
against other existing or proposed Licensed Premises, and the 
compatibility of the proposed Licensed Premises to surrounding 
architecture and land use.  

d. The permanence of the proposed Licensed Premises in the community, as 
evidenced by the prior or proposed contributions to the Township or 
community by the Applicant or business, and the extent to which the 
issuance of the License will assist in the further investment of the 
Applicant or business in the Township or the community.  

e. The character and extent of investment in improvements to the building, 
property, and general area.  

f. Such other considerations as the Township Board may deem proper, 
provided such considerations are reasonable under all of the 
circumstances.  
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I. Restrictions on issuance of Licenses.  The Township may deny or refuse to approve a 
License for any of the following reasons:  

i. The Applicant previously had any liquor license revoked or not renewed under this 
Article, a comparable Township ordinance, other local ordinance, or state law, 
whether in Michigan or otherwise.  

ii. The Applicant is a co-partnership or partnership in which less than all members of 
a co-partnership or partnership would qualify to obtain a License hereunder for any 
reason.  

iii. The Applicant is a corporation, other than a public corporation, in which less than 
all officers, managers, directors, or stockholders owning in the aggregate more than 
ten percent (10%) of the stock of such corporation, would qualify to obtain a 
License hereunder for any reason.  

iv. The Applicant is a limited liability company in which less than all members, 
managers or assignees owing a ten percent (10%) membership interest or more 
would qualify to obtain a License hereunder for any reason.  

v. The Applicant has been convicted of a crime punishable by death or imprisonment 
in excess of one year under the law which he or she was convicted; a crime 
involving theft, dishonesty, or false statement (including tax evasion) regardless of 
punishment; a crime concerning alcohol consumption, manufacture, possession, 
sale, or distribution; an administrative violation of a federal or state law concerning 
alcohol consumption, manufacture, possession, sale, or distribution; a crime 
concerning controlled substance consumption, manufacture, possession, sale, or 
distribution.  

vi. The proposed Licensed Premises violate applicable building, electrical, 
mechanical, plumbing, fire, or other codes; applicable zoning regulations; 
applicable public health regulations; or any other applicable Township ordinance.  

vii. The Applicant cannot establish that the License will be used within six months of 
Township approval and will not be held for investment.  

viii. The Township Board determines that the Licensed Premises is inappropriate 
because of the compatibility with adjacent uses of the land; traffic safety; 
accessibility to the site from abutting roads; capability of abutting roads to 
accommodate the commercial activity; proximity to churches or schools; proximity 
of an inconsistent zoning classification; or accessibility from primary roads or state 
highways.  

ix. The Applicant has any personal property taxes, real property taxes, or any other 
obligations that are past-due and payable to the Township.  

x. The Applicant omits or falsifies any information required by this Article.  
J. Reservation of authority. No Applicant for a License has a right to the issuance of such 

License to him, her, or it, and the Township Board reserves the right to exercise reasonable 
discretion to determine who, if anyone, shall be entitled to the issuance of such License.  
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SECTION 5. AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 6, ARTICLE II, TO ADD SECTION 6-30. 
Chapter 6, Article II of the Charter Township of Meridian Code of Ordinances is hereby amended 
to add Section 6-30 entitled Transfer of Existing Licenses to read as follows: 
 

Section 6-30: Transfer of existing Licenses. 

A. The transfer of any existing License to another individual or entity, from a location in the 
Township to another location in the Township, or from a location outside the Township 
into the Township, shall require approval of the Township Board before any use and 
occupancy of the proposed Licensed Premises to which the License is being transferred is 
permitted. An Applicant for approval of an License transfer and the use and occupancy of 
such a Licensed Premises shall:  

i. Submit an application with all of the information required for a new License as 
provided for in this Article; and 

ii. Pay the nonrefundable transfer application fee established by the Township Board. 
B. Certain transfers may be placed on a Township Board agenda for consideration without 

payment of a fee and without the necessity of furnishing the information required for new 
licenses, including:  

i. The exchange of the assets of a licensed sole proprietorship for all outstanding 
shares of stock or membership interests to be held by the sole proprietor. 

ii. The removal of a member of a firm, a stockholder, a member of a general 
partnership, a member of a limited partnership, a member of a limited liability 
company, or association of licensees from a license.  

iii. The occurrence of any of the following events:  
a. A corporate stock split of a licensed corporation.  
b. To an existing member or stockholder holding 10% or more of a licensed 

corporation or company, the issuance of previously unissued stock or 
ownership interest to that member or stockholder as compensation for 
services performed.  

c. The redemption by a licensed corporation of its own stock.  
d. A corporate public offering.  

C. Existing permits ancillary to License are transferred with the License unless cancelled in 
writing. Transferees must present plans regarding the operation they intend to conduct 
using the particular permit.  

 

SECTION 6. AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 6, ARTICLE II, TO ADD SECTION 6-31. 
Chapter 6, Article II of the Charter Township of Meridian Code of Ordinances is hereby amended 
to add Section 6-31 entitled Prohibition on profiteering by On-Premises Licensees to read as 
follows: 
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Section 6-31: Prohibition on profiteering by On-Premises Licensees. 

A. The Township Board has determined that profiteering by a Licensee holding a newly issued 
On-Premises quota License is contrary to the best interests of the Township. Accordingly, 
in order to prevent profiteering, to the full extent authorized by law, the Township Board 
shall not approve the transfer of an On-Premises License issued as a new quota License 
under this Article within three years of the date of the original issuance of the quota License 
except under circumstances where the Licensee clearly and convincingly demonstrates that 
unusual hardship will result if the Township does not consent to the transfer. An agreement 
between the Applicant, Licensee, and the Township, following recommendation by the 
Township attorney, may be prepared and agreed upon to give effect to this provision prior 
to final action being taken by the Township Board on an application.  

B. The agreement shall provide that, unless excused by the Township Board as provided 
above and following notice and an opportunity to be heard, in the event a newly issued On-
Premises quota License is proposed for transfer within three years from the date of 
issuance, the Licensee and Applicant agree that the Michigan Liquor Control Commission 
shall terminate the License and the Township Board may approve the issuance of a new 
License to a new Applicant without any compensation to the Licensee who placed the 
License at issue into escrow, and that Licensee waives any property interest in such License 
upon placement of the License into escrow within such three-year period. 

 

SECTION 7. AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 6, ARTICLE II, TO ADD SECTION 6-32. 
Chapter 6, Article II of the Charter Township of Meridian Code of Ordinances is hereby amended 
to add Section 6-32 entitled Off-Premises Licenses to read as follows: 
 
Section 6-33: Off-Premises Licenses. The application and review requirements for On-Premises 
licenses in this Article shall apply to the application for new Specially Designated Merchant 
(“SDM”) and Specially Designated Distributor (“SDD”) licenses as well as to the application for 
transfer of an SDD or SDM license. 
 

SECTION 8. AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 6, ARTICLE II, TO ADD SECTION 6-33. 
Chapter 6, Article II of the Charter Township of Meridian Code of Ordinances is hereby amended 
to add Section 6-33 entitled Objections to renewal and requests for revocation to read as follows: 
 

Section 6-33: Objections to renewal and requests for revocation. 

A. Generally. The Township Board may object to a renewal of any License or request the 
revocation of any License with the Michigan Liquor Control Commission.  

B. Procedure. Before filing an objection to the renewal or request for revocation of a License 
with the Michigan Liquor Control Commission, the Township Board shall serve the 
Licensee, by first class mail, mailed not less than 10 days prior to the hearing, a notice of 
such hearing, which notice shall contain the following information:  

i. Notice of the proposed action.  
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ii. Reasons for the proposed action.  
iii. Date, time and place of such hearing.  
iv. A statement that the Licensee may present evidence and testimony, and may 

confront witnesses and may be represented by a licensed attorney.  
C. Hearing and final decision. Such hearing may be conducted by the Township Board as a 

whole, or by a hearing officer appointed by the Township Board for such purposes. It shall 
be the duty of the Township Board—or the hearing officer, if appointed—to undertake 
such hearing, hear and take evidence and testimony from the interested parties, especially 
including from the Licensee or witnesses on its behalf, in opposition thereto. The hearing 
officer cannot be the Economic Development Director, the Community Planning and 
Development Director, or a member of the Township Board. If appointed, the hearing 
officer shall make a recommendation in writing to the Township Board. The Township 
Board shall have ultimate final review and decision and may adopt, adopt with 
modifications, or reject the recommendation of the hearing officer. The Township Board 
shall submit to the Licensee, and the Michigan Liquor Control Commission, a written 
statement of its ultimate findings and determination not less than 30 days before the date 
of expiration of the license.  

D. Criteria for non-renewal or revocation. The Township Board may recommend non-
renewal or request revocation of a License upon a determination by it that, based upon a 
preponderance of the evidence presented at the hearing, any of the following exist: 

i. A violation of any applicable building, electrical, mechanical, plumbing, or fire 
code; applicable zoning regulations; applicable public health regulations; 
applicable rules and regulations of the county health department; or any other 
applicable Township Code provision. 

ii. Maintenance of a nuisance upon the premises.  
iii. A material change in those conditions, statements or representations contained in 

the written application by the Licensee, upon which the Township Board based its 
recommendation for approval, when that change is found to be contrary to the best 
interest of the Township residents, in the judgment of the Township Board.  

iv. The Licensee has been convicted of any federal or state law concerning the 
manufacture, possession, or sale of alcoholic liquor or a controlled substance.  

v. The Licensed Premises do not or will not reasonably soon have adequate off-street 
parking, lighting, refuse disposal facilities, screening, noise control, or nuisance 
control where a nuisance does or will exist.  

vi. The Licensee’s Operations are detrimental to the public health, safety, or welfare 
of the Township, including but not limited to a violation of any Township 
ordinance, any section of this Article, the Liquor Control Code, or of the rules and 
regulations of the Michigan Liquor Control Commission. 

 
SECTION 9. SEVERABILITY. The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared severable. 
If any part of this Ordinance is declared invalid for any reason by a court of competent jurisdiction, 
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that declaration does not affect or impair the validity of all other provisions that are not subject to 
that declaration. 
 
SECTION 10. SAVINGS CLAUSE. This Ordinance does not affect rights and duties matured, 
or penalties that were incurred, before its effective date. 
 
SECTION 11. MORATORIUM LIFTED. The moratorium established by the Township Board 
limiting the processing of License applications is terminated as of the effective date of this 
Ordinance. 
 
SECTION 12. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon 
its publication after final adoption. 
 
 
YEAS:             
 
NAYS:            
 
ABSENT:         
 
 
ORDINANCE DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
 
____________________________________________ 
Scott Hendrickson, Supervisor 
Charter Township of Meridian 
 
 
____________________________________________ 
Deborah Guthrie, Clerk 
Charter Township of Meridian 
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12. A

To: Township Board 

From: Keith Chapman, Associate Planner 

Date: July 17, 2024 

Re: Final Plat #19012 – Sanctuary III 

Giguere Homes is requesting final plat approval for Sanctuary III.  The plat consists of 7 lots on 7.36 
acres located east of Hulett Road, north of Jolly Road, off of Robins Way.  The property is zoned is 
RAAA (One-Family Low-Density Residential). 

The Township Board approved the final preliminary plat on March 15, 2022 and the tentative 
preliminary plat for Sanctuary III at its meeting on October 15, 2019. The final plat mirrors the final 
preliminary plat and the tentative preliminary plat approved by the Township Board in 2019 & 2022 
with the major change being the addition of a ten-foot tree buffer area that has been added to the 
north end of the property. Trees with a diameter of twelve inches or greater that are within the 
buffer will be preserved. 

The purpose of the final plat is to ensure completion of public and private improvements and 
consistency with the approved preliminary plat. All lots in the plat meet or exceed the requirements 
of the underlying RAA, Single Family-Low Density zoning district. The subdivision improvements 
have been completed and installed as required in the approved preliminary plat, with the exception 
of the pathway to the north of the site that a performance guarantee is being held for until 
completion. 

The State Land Division Act and the Township Land Division ordinance provide for a 20-day review 
period once a final plat application has been deemed complete by Staff. The end of the 20-day review 
period is July 28, 2024. The Final Plat is consistent with the previously approved preliminary plat 
and the infrastructure has been installed properly. At this time, Staff has identified no major 
concerns and would recommend approval of the proposed final plat for Sanctuary III. A resolution 
to approve the final plat is provided for the Board’s consideration. 

• Move to approve the resolution for Final Plat #19012, Giguere Homes, for Sanctuary III, a
single-family subdivision consisting of 7 lots located east of Hulett Road, north of Jolly
Road, off of Robins Way.

Attachments: 
1. Resolution to approve Sanctuary 3 Final Plat
2. Final plat



RESOLUTION TO APPROVE   Final Plat #19012 
Sanctuary III 

  
RESOLUTION 

 
 At a regular meeting of the Township Board of the Charter Township of Meridian, Ingham 
County, Michigan, held at the Meridian Municipal Building, in said Township on the 23rd day of July 
2024, at 6:00 p.m., Local Time. 
 
PRESENT:  
 
ABSENT:  
 
 The following resolution was offered by _________________ and supported by 
_______________________. 
 

WHEREAS, Giguere Homes has requested final plat approval for for Sanctuary III, a single-
family subdivision consisting of 7 lots located east of Hulett Road, north of Jolly Road, off of Robins 
Way.; and 

 
WHEREAS, the planning staff has reviewed the final plat and found it consistent with the final 

preliminary plat approved by the Township Board on March 15, 2022; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subdivision improvements have been completed and installed as required in 

the approved preliminary plat; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Township Board has reviewed the material forwarded under cover 
memorandum dated July 17, 2024.  
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
OF MERIDIAN hereby approves Final Plat #19012 for Sanctuary III, subject to the following 
conditions: 

 
1. All previous conditions placed on the plat shall remain in effect. 

 
2. The pathway to the north of the site shall be installed. 

 
ADOPTED: YEAS:  
    
  NAYS:  
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
    ) ss  
COUNTY OF INGHAM ) 
  
 I, the undersigned, the duly qualified Clerk of the Charter Township of Meridian, Ingham 
County, Michigan, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and a complete copy of a 
resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Township Board on the 23rd day of July, 2024. 
 
 
       _________________________________   
       Deborah Guthrie 
       Township Clerk 
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13.A 
 

To:  Township Board  
 
From:  Timothy R. Schmitt, AICP, Interim Township Manager and 

Director of Community Planning and Development 
 
Date:  July 17, 2024 
 
Re: Text Amendment #2024-04 – Local Prosecution of Marijuana Violations 

Ordinance 
 
Text Amendment #2024-04 is an ordinance suggested by the Township’s Prosecuting Attorney, 
Cullen Harkness. It would allow for local prosecution of marijuana violations. The actual violations 
would not change, but the fines that may be levied under the violation could be directed towards the 
Township, rather than the County with this ordinance. Prosecutor Harkness and Chief Grillo will be 
available at the Township Board meeting to discuss further.  
 
Township Board Options 
A draft Ordinance is attached to allow local prosecution of marijuana violations. The Township Board 
may approve, deny, modify the proposed text amendment. A resolution for Introduction will be 
provided at a future meeting. 
 
Attachments 
1. Draft Local Prosecution of Marijuana Violations Ordinance 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2024-04 
  
ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, 

MICHIGAN CHAPTER 50, ARTICLE II, BY ADDING SECTION 50-119 
  
THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN ORDAINS:  
  
Section 1.  Addition to Chapter 50, Article II. The code of the Charter Township of 
Meridian, Ingham County, Michigan, is hereby amended to add Section 119 to 
Chapter 50, Article II, entitled Possession and Use of Marihuana, which shall read 
as follows:  
 

50-119: Possession and Use of Marihuana 
 

(a) Possession of Excess Marihuana 
 

(1) The possession of marihuana, in excess of the amounts authorized by 
the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, Initiated Law 1 
of 2018, MCL 333.27951, et seq., as may be amended, (the “MRTMA”), 
is prohibited.  

 
(2) Except for a person who engaged in conduct described in MCL 

333.27964(1)(a), (1)(b), (1)(c), (1)(d), (1)(g), or (1)(h), a person who 
possesses, delivers, or possesses with intent to deliver more than the 
amount of marihuana allowed by the MRTMA or cultivates more than 
the amount of marihuana plants allowed by the MRTMA, shall be 
responsible for a civil infraction and may be punished by a fine of not 
more than $100.00 and forfeiture of all marihuana.  

 
(3) Except for a person who engaged in conduct described in MCL 

333.27964, a person who possesses, delivers, or possesses with intent 
to deliver more than twice the amount of marihuana allowed by the 
MRTMA or cultivates more than twice the amount of marihuana plants 
allowed by the MRTMA, shall be punishable as follows: 

 
a. For a first or a second violation, the person shall be responsible 

for a civil infraction and may be punished by a fine of not more 
than $500.00 and forfeiture of the marihuana; 
 

b. For a third or subsequent violation, the person shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor and may be punished by a fine of not more than 
$500.00 in addition forfeiture of the marihuana. 
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(b) Minors in Possession of Marihuana. A person under 21 years of age who 
possesses not more than 2.5 ounces of marihuana or who cultivates not more 
than 12 marihuana plants, except as otherwise authorized by law, shall be 
responsible for a civil infraction as follows: 

 
(1) For a first offense: 

 
a. If the person is less than 18 years of age, a fine of not more than 

$100.00 or community service, forfeiture of the marihuana, and 
completion of 4 hours of drug education or counseling. 

 
b. If the person is at least 18 years of age, a fine of not more than 

$100.00 and forfeiture of the marihuana. 
 

(2) For a second offense: 
 

a. If the person is less than 18 years of age, a fine of not more than 
$500.00 or community service, forfeiture of the marihuana, and 
completion of 8 hours of drug education or counseling. 
 

b. If the person is at least 18 years of age, by a fine of not more than 
$500.00 and forfeiture of the marihuana. 

 
(c) Use of Marihuana on Township Property Prohibited. Consuming, smoking, or 

otherwise using marihuana on, in, or at any Township property or park is 
prohibited. 

 
(d) Use of Marihuana in Public Prohibited. Consuming, smoking, or otherwise 

using marihuana in a public place or where prohibited by the person who owns, 
occupies, or manages the property is prohibited. As used in this section, “public 
place” shall not include an area designated for marihuana consumption 
authorized by the Township and which are not accessible to persons under 21 
years of age. A person who violates this subsection is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by imprisonment for not more than 90 days or a fine of not more 
than $100.00, or both. 

 
(e) Prosecution under any section of this ordinance shall not be deemed to 

preclude prosecution available under any other local, state, or federal law.  
 

(f) The possession, use, delivery, or intent to deliver marihuana or the cultivation 
of marihuana plants specifically authorized or permitted by other Township 
Ordinances or state law is not a violation of this Section. 
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(g) Words used within this Section shall be construed to have the same meaning 
as provided in the MRTMA.  

 
State Law Reference: MCL 333.27951, et seq 
 
Section 2. Validity and Severability.  The provisions of this Ordinance are severable and 
the invalidity of any phrase, clause or part of this Ordinance shall not affect the validity or 
effectiveness of the remainder of the Ordinance.  
  
 Section 3. Repealer Clause.  Except those ordinances implementing the Michigan 
Medical Marihuana Act, the Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act, or the MRTMA, 
all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed only to the 
extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect.  
  
 Section 4. Savings Clause.  This Ordinance does not affect rights and duties matured, 
penalties that were incurred, and proceedings that were begun, before its effective date.  
  
 Section 5. Effective Date.   This Ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days after its 
publication. 
 
 

YEAS:           
 
  NAYS:           
 
  ABSENT / ABSTAIN:         
 
ORDINANCE DECLARED ADOPTED 
 
 
________________________________ 
Scott Hendrickson 
Meridian Charter Township Supervisor 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I, Deborah Guthrie, Clerk of Meridian Charter Township, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a true and accurate copy of Ordinance No. 2024-04 adopted by Meridian 
Charter Township on the ____________, 2024. A summary of the Ordinance was duly 
published in the __________________ newspaper, a newspaper that circulates within 
Meridian Charter Township, on ____________, 2014. Within 1 week after such 
publication, I recorded the Ordinance in a book of ordinances kept by me for that purpose, 
including the date of passage of the ordinance, the names of the members of the township 
board voting, and how each member voted. I filed an attested copy of the Ordinance with 
the Ingham County Clerk on _____________, 2024.  
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ATTESTED: 
 
_____________________________________ 
Deborah Guthrie 
Meridian Charter Township Clerk 
 
Approved as to Form: 
The Harkness Law Firm, PLLC 
  
  
_____________________________ 
Cullen Harkness, Township Attorney 
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To: Township Board 

From: Timothy R. Schmitt, AICP, Interim Township Manager and 
Director of Community Planning and Development 

Date: July 15, 2024 

Re: Special Use Permit #24-09 – SANDDS Meridian LLC – 3520 Okemos Road, Suites 
8, 9, 10 – Recreational Marijuana Retailer 

SANDDS Meridian LLC has requested special use permit approval to build out an approximately 3,775 
square foot recreational marihuana retailer in the existing space at 3520 Okemos Road. The 0.394 acre 
site is located just north of Jolly Road, on the east side of Okemos Road, is zoned C-2, Commercial, and 
is located within the Marihuana Business Overlay District. The site was in the original overlay area for 
potential medical marijuana licenses and is still in the amended overlay districts that were approved 
by the Township Board.  

The Planning Commission held a public hearing on the proposal at its meeting on May 13, 2024. The 
application has generated substantial public feedback, largely focused on not allowing a marijuana 
retailer in this location. The matter was discussed further by the Planning Commission at their June 
10th meeting and the Commission recommended approval to the Township Board at that meeting. The 
application under consideration is nearly identical to the one previously approved by the Township 
for medical marijuana, with the addition of Suite 8 in the building to the application. The applicant has 
received a temporary certificate of occupancy for Suites 9 and 10, which were built out under the 
medical marijuana special use permit.  

Staff memorandums outlining the SUP request and minutes from the Planning Commission meetings 
at which the request was discussed are attached for the Board’s review.  

Township Board Options 

The Township Board may approve or deny the proposed special use permit proposal.  If the Board 
amends the proposal, the request may be referred back to the Planning Commission for a 
recommendation.  A resolution will be provided at a future meeting. 

Attachments: 
1. Application Information
2. Staff memorandums dated May 13, 2024 and June 10, 2024
3. Planning Commission resolution recommending approval
4. Planning Commission minutes dated May 13, 2024 (public hearing) and June 10, 2024 (decision)

 13.B 





















Giffels Webster    28 W. Adams Street, Suite 1200, Detroit, MI  48226    313.962.4442 

 

   

FROM: William Stimpson, P.E., Mohamed Aguib, E.I.T 
 

SUBJECT: The Cured Leaf Development Traffic Impact Assessment 
 

DATE: December 16, 2019 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

This memorandum documents a traffic impact assessment (TIA) for a 2,400 SF outparcel located on the 

east side of Okemos Road between Jolly Road and Hampton Place (at 3520 Okemos Road). The subject 

outparcel was previously used as a retail shop and a restaurant which are intended to be replaced by a 

marijuana dispensary. The site location is shown on Figure 1.  A traffic impact assessment is being 

requested for the subject outparcel as part of the permit application. This study assumes that the 

proposed development would be fully occupied by end of 2020.  

The key findings and conclusions of the assessment are summarized below, followed by supporting 

analyses.  Detailed data used in the supporting analyses are provided in the appendix. 

Key Findings and Conclusions 

• The subject development can be expected to generate about 25 vehicle trips in the AM peak 

hour (14 entering and 11 exiting) and 52 vehicle trips in the PM peak hour (26 entering and 

26 exiting). 
 

• Under existing and future traffic conditions, both study intersections are expected to 

operate at acceptable levels of service (LOS) of C or better, with acceptable delays during 

both the AM and PM peak hours. (LOS is assigned on a letter-based grading scale, based on 

average vehicular delay).  
 

• The simulation models for the existing and future traffic conditions indicated acceptable 

traffic operations and negligible queues at the study intersections. (The results of the 

simulation and queue lengths are included in the appendix.)  
 

• Sight distance evaluation indicated no apparent sight distance issues, contingent on keeping 

the sight distance clear at the site access locations. 
 

• Access management evaluation indicated that there is no conflict with the opposing 

driveways for the entering or exiting vehicles at the study intersections. 
  

• An evaluation of internal site circulation indicated that, provided the current two two-way 

lanes in the parking lot and the multiple access points to the plaza, traffic circulation is not 

of concern. 
 

• The expected impacts of adding site-generated traffic to the site driveways on Okemos Road 

are negligible. 
 

  

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Nemer Haddad 

 

CC: Michael G. Darga, P.E. 
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Existing Conditions 

Roads – Okemos Road between Jolly Road and Hampton Place is classified as a principal arterial and 

consists of four lanes with a center left-turn lane. The posted speed limit on Okemos Road is 45 mph.  

Traffic Volumes – Daily traffic volumes along Okemos Road were obtained from the Michigan Department 

of Transportation’s (MDOT) Transportation Data Management System (TDMS). The study segment has an 

interpolated Annual Average Daily Traffic volume (AADT 2018) of 21,981 vehicles-per-day.  

For this study, Traffic Data Collection, LLC (TDC) was subcontracted to make video-based turning-

movement counts during the typical 7-9 a.m. and 4-6 p.m. peak periods of Thursday, December 5, 2019.  

As approved by the township, these counts were conducted at the following intersections: 

• Okemos Road and Hampton Place 

• Okemos Road and Site Access 

These recent detailed count data are also presented in the appendix.  The peak-hour volumes for the 

study intersections during existing conditions are illustrated in Figure 2. 

Sight Distance Evaluation – Since the study intersections are not proposed and currently being used, an 

evaluation of sight distance was deemed unnecessary. However, an evaluation of roadway geometry and 

obstructions at the study intersections was performed using traffic cameras, Google Earth Aerials, and 

Google Street View, indicating that no apparent issues would cause sight distance issues, contingent on 

keeping the sight distance clear. 

 

Access Management and Site Circulation – The nearest opposing driveway on Okemos Road is located 

between the study intersections, about 80 feet south of Hampton Place, and it is currently a right-in/right-

out driveway. This opposing driveway is not anticipated to affect the access to any of the study 

intersections due to its restricted movements. The second nearest opposing driveway on Okemos Road is 

located approximately 280 feet north of Hampton Place, and it is not anticipated to impact the Hampton 

Place site access. A simulation of traffic operations in future conditions indicated negligible vehicle 

queuing in the center two-way left-turn lane, see appendix for simulation files. Therefore, there will be 

no conflict with the opposing driveways for the entering or exiting vehicles at the study intersections.  

 

The evaluation of internal site circulation indicated that, provided the current two two-way lanes in the 

parking lot and the multiple access points to the site, traffic circulation is not anticipated to be of concern.  
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Future Conditions  

Roads – This study assumes that no major road improvements will occur in the study area. In addition, 

improvements were recently completed at the intersection of Jolly Road and Okemos Road. 

Background Traffic Volumes – To properly evaluate the traffic impacts of a proposed development, it is 

generally necessary to anticipate the background volumes at the time of project build-out. Since the 

subject parcel is planned for occupation within one year of this study, background growth was excluded 

from the study following industry standards.  

Trip Generation – The published daily and peak hour trip generation rates, along with inbound/outbound 

percentages from the Institute of Transportation Engineer’s Trip Generation Manual (10th Edition), were 

used to calculate the number of daily and peak hour trips for the land uses, as shown on Table 1.  

 

Table 1.  Trip Generation 
 

Land Use 
ITE 
Use 

Size 
Week-

day 
Trips 

AM Peak-Hour 
Trips 

PM Peak-Hour 
Trips 

In Out Total In Out Total 

Existing 

High-Turnover (Sit-Down) Restaurant  932 1,200 SF 135 7 5 12 7 5 12 

Shopping Center1  820 1,200 SF 45 1 0 1 2 3 5 

 Total Existing Trips 180 8 5 13 9 8 17 

Proposed Marijuana Dispensary  882 2,400 SF 606 14 11 25 26 26 52 

Change in Total Trips 426 6 6 12 17 18 35 

1  Potential trip generation if this (now vacant) space were to be re-occupied by a retail use 

 

Trip Distribution and Assignment – Site-generated traffic is commonly assumed to be distributed 

consistent with existing traffic patterns, subject to professional judgment.  Here, the directionality of 

overall traffic on Okemos Road – 54% southbound and 46% northbound in the AM peak hour and 48% 

southbound and 52% northbound in the PM peak hour – was a major determinant of this study’s trip 

distribution modeling.  The expected distribution of the future additional site traffic between the two 

access intersections on Okemos Road was estimated by applying professional judgment to the location of 

the proposed new use within the overall site. 

It should be noted that the site has a third access point on Jolly Road which, if included in the study, would 

provide more distributed site-generated trips and reduce the impacts predicted on the other two access 

points on Okemos Road. However, per the Township’s request and as a conservative approach, only two 

site access points were considered in this study.  

The above directional considerations were combined to develop trip distribution patterns, which were 

then applied to the trip generation totals in Table 1 to assign site trips by peak hour; see Figure 3.  Total 

peak-hour traffic at build-out is predicted in Figure 4; this figure adds the site trips shown in Figure 3 to 

the existing traffic volumes shown in Figure 2. 

Traffic Impacts – Impact (or capacity) analyses for the site access drives were conducted using the Synchro 

10 computerized traffic model, based on methodology contained in the Transportation Research Board’s 

Highway Capacity Manual (HCM). The current study applied the latest, most conservative methodology, 

first appearing in the HCM 6th Edition.  The primary objective of such analyses is to determine the level of 

service, a qualitative measure of the “ease” of traffic flow based on vehicular delay.  Analytical models are 
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used in Synchro to estimate average “control” delay.  These models account for lane configuration, grade 

(if any), type of traffic control, traffic volume and composition, and other traffic flow parameters.  At 

intersections with stop-sign control on the side street, results are provided only for the side street and 

major street left turns. 

 

Level of service (LOS) is expressed on a letter-based grading scale, with A being the highest level and F 

being the lowest level.  Table 2 defines LOS in terms of average control delay per vehicle according to 

HCM methodology. Detailed Synchro printouts are presented in the appendix, with the results 

summarized in Tables 3 and 4. Note that the summary results address current traffic and future total 

(build-out) traffic. 

 

Table 2.  Level of Service Criteria for Unsignalized Intersections 
 

Level of Service Average Control Delay per Vehicle (sec) 

A ≤ 10 

B > 10  and  ≤ 15 

C > 15  and  ≤ 25 

D > 25  and  ≤ 35 

E > 35  and  ≤ 50 

F > 50 
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The key findings of the Synchro analyses are as follows: 

 

• Under the existing traffic condition, both study intersections are showing acceptable LOS of 

C or better, and acceptable delay during both the AM and PM peak hours. 

 

• Under the future traffic condition, both study intersections are showing acceptable LOS of 

C or better, and acceptable delay during both the AM and PM peak hours.  

 

• Under the future traffic condition at Okemos and Hampton, the delay on the westbound 

left-turn movement is 34.7 seconds (LOS D) during the PM peak hour. A simulation model 

was evaluated at this intersection indicating negligible queues, and vehicles were able to 

adequately enter Okemos Road.  

 

• It should be noted that a third access to the site on Jolly Road was not included in the study, 

which is a conservative approach. More distributed site-generated trips (at three access 

points) would alleviate the operations at the two intersections evaluated.  

 

• The simulation models for the existing and future traffic conditions indicated acceptable 

traffic operations and negligible queues. The results of the simulation and queue lengths 

are included in the appendix.  

 

Table 3.  Level of Service Criteria at Okemos Road and Site Access 
 

Approach Movement 

AM Peak Hour PM Peak Hour 

Delay 

(sec) 
LOS Delay 

(sec) 
LOS 

Existing Traffic Conditions 

WB L + R 14.8 B 15.3 C 

SB L 11.8 B 12.7 B 

Future Total Traffic Conditions 

WB L + R 17.4 C 21.5 C 

SB L 11.9 B 13.0 B 

 

Table 4.  Level of Service Criteria at Okemos Road and Hampton Place 
 

Approach Movement 

AM Peak Hour PM Peak Hour 

Delay 

(sec) 
LOS Delay 

(sec) 
LOS 

Existing Traffic Conditions 

WB L + R 20.2 C 19.0 C 

SB L 11.7 B 13.8 B 

Future Total Traffic Conditions 

WB L + R 20.5 C 19.5 C 

SB L 11.8 B 14.0 B 
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To:  Planning Commission  
 
From:  Brian Shorkey, Principal Planner 
 
Date:  June 10, 2024 
 
Re: Special Use Permit #24009 (SANDDS Meridian LLC), establish an adult use 

marihuana retailer in an existing commercial center located at 3520 Okemos 
Road, Suites 8, 9, and 10.  

 
 
SANDDS Meridian LLC (Applicant) has applied for a Special Use Permit (SUP) to establish a 2,282 
square foot adult use marihuana retailer in an existing commercial center located at 3520 Okemos 
Road (Subject Property). As proposed, the retail space would occupy multiple spaces that are currently 
vacant. The 0.39-acre project site is zoned C-2 (Commercial) and is currently developed with a 12,990 
square foot multi-tenant building identified as Jolly Oak Center, which was built in 1989. Other tenants 
in the commercial center include Subway, Royal Nails, Mathnasium, Sport Clips, and Biggby.  
 
This SUP application follows the Board of Trustees’ approval of the adult use marijuana conditional 
license on April 16, 2024 and is similar to a medical marijuana SUP application on the same site that 
was approved by the Township in 2019. The Subject Property was divided from the rest of the Jolly 
Oak Center on February 22, 2020. The Planning Commission held a public hearing on this application 
at their regular meeting on May 13, 2024 and indicated support for the application. 
 
The original staff report, dated May 13, 2024, is attached. Additional materials from the public hearing 
may be found at the following link: https://www.meridian.mi.us/government/boards-and-
commissions/agendas-packets-and-minutes/-folder-3610#docan5601_5944_42 
 
Staff would recommend approval to establish a 2,282 square foot adult use marihuana retailer in 
an existing commercial center located at 3520 Okemos Road.  
 
Planning Commission Options 
The Planning Commission may recommend approval, approval with conditions, or denial of the 
Special Use Permit. A resolution to approve the request is provided. If the Planning Commission 
wishes to recommend the approval of the Special Use Permit, Staff suggests the following motion: 
 
Move to adopt the attached resolution recommending approval of Special Use Permit 
#24009, a request to establish an adult use recreational marihuana retailer in an existing 
commercial center located at 3520 Okemos Road. 
 
Attachments 
1. Resolution recommending approval of the adult use marihuana retailer 
2. Staff report and attached materials from the public hearing, dated May 13, 2024 
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To:  Planning Commission  
 
From:  Brian Shorkey, Principal Planner 
 
Date:  May 13, 2024 
 
Re: Special Use Permit #24009 (SANDDS Meridian LLC), establish an adult use 

marihuana provisioning center in an existing commercial center located at 
3520 Okemos Road, Suites 9 and 10.  

 
 
SANDDS Meridian LLC (Applicant) has applied for a special use permit (SUP) to establish a 2,282 
square foot adult use marihuana provisioning center in an existing commercial center located at 3520 
Okemos Road (Subject Property). As proposed, the provisioning center would occupy multiple spaces 
that are currently vacant. The 0.39 acre project site is zoned C-2 (Commercial) and is currently 
developed with a 12,990 square foot multi-tenant building identified as Jolly Oak Center, which was 
built in 1989. Other tenants in the commercial center include Subway, Royal Nails, Mathnasium, Sport 
Clips, Biggby, and Baryames Cleaners.  
 
This SUP application follows the Board of Trustees’ approval of the adult use marijuana facility on 
April 16, 2024 and is similar to a marijuana SUP application from the applicant in 2019. The Subject 
Property was divided from the rest of the Jolly Oak Center on February 22, 2020. 
 
Zoning and Future Land 
Use 
The proposed project is 
located in the C-2 – 
Commercial zoning district 
and within the Marijuana 
Business Overlay District. 
An adult use marijuana 
facility is allowed permitted 
in the C-2 district subject to 
approval of a special use 
permit reviewed by the 
Planning Commission and 
approved by the Board of 
Trustees. All properties 
adjacent to the Subject 
Property are likewise zoned 
C-2.  
 
The C-2 district requires a 
minimum of 100 feet of lot 
frontage and 4,000 square 

 

ZONING MAP 
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feet of lot area.  The parcel is 0.39 acres in size (16,988 square feet) and has 100 feet of frontage 
along Okemos Road. 
 
The Future Land Use Map 
from the 2023 Master Plan 
designates the subject site in 
the Commercial category. 
This is likewise true for all 
adjacent properties. 
 
The proposed project is 
located in the C-2 
(Commercial) zoning district, 
within the Marijuana 
Business Overlay District.  A 
provisioning center is 
permitted in the C-1, C-2, C-3 
(Commercial), I (Industrial), 
and RP (Research and Office 
Park) zoning districts subject 
to approval of a special use 
permit reviewed by the 
Planning Commission and 
approved by the Township 
Board. 
 
Physical Features 
The site is currently developed with a 12,990 square foot multi-tenant commercial center identified 
as Jolly Oak Center, which was constructed in 1989.  
 
The Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) for Meridian Township indicates the property is not located 
in the floodplain and wetlands are not present on the site.  The Township Greenspace Plan shows 
no special designation on the site.  
 
Staff Analysis 
SANDDS Meridian LLC has requested SUP approval to occupy tenant space in the Jolly Oak Center 
commercial center at 3520 Okemos Road to operate an adult use marihuana provisioning center. 
For such marihuana facilities, the Planning Commission makes a recommendation on the request 
and the Township Board makes the final decision. The special use permit review criteria found in 
Section 86-126 of the Code of Ordinances should be used when evaluating the proposed special use 
permit. The Review Criteria are as follows: 
 

1. The project is consistent with the intent and purposes of this chapter. 

2. The project is consistent with applicable land use policies contained in the Township’s 
comprehensive development plan of current adoption. 

 
FUTURE LAND USE MAP 
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3. The project is designed, constructed, operated, and maintained so as to be harmonious and 
appropriate in appearance with the existing or intended character of the general vicinity and 
that such a use will not change the essential character of the same area.  

4. The project will not adversely affect or be hazardous to existing neighboring uses. 

5. The project will not be detrimental to the economic welfare of the surrounding properties 
or the community. 

6. The project is adequately served by public facilities, such as existing roads, schools, 
stormwater drainage, public safety, public transportation, and public recreation, or that the 
persons or agencies responsible for the establishment of the proposed use shall be able to 
provide any such service. 

7. The project is adequately served by public sanitation facilities if so designed. If on-site 
sanitation facilities for sewage disposal, potable water supply, and stormwater are 
proposed, they shall be properly designed and capable of handling the longterm needs of the 
proposed project. 

8. The project will not involve uses, activities, processes, materials, and equipment and 
conditions of operation that will be detrimental to any persons, property, or the general 
welfare by reason of excessive production of traffic, noise, smoke, fumes, glare, or odors. 

9. The project will not directly or indirectly have a substantial adverse impact on the natural 
resources of the Township, including, but not limited to, prime agricultural soils, water 
recharge areas, lakes, rivers, streams, major forests, wetlands, and wildlife areas. 

Based on these criteria, Staff has the following comments: 
 
Streets and Traffic 
The approximate 0.39-acre site is located on the east side of Okemos Road, north of Jolly Road.  
Access to the site is provided from two driveways, one from Okemos Road and one from Hampton 
Place. A seven foot wide pathway is installed along the Okemos Road frontage. Okemos Road and is 
a four-lane road with a center turn lane and curb and gutter that is classified as a Principal Arterial 
in the Street Setbacks and Service Drive map in Section 86-367 of the Code of Ordinances. 
 
The most recent (2018) traffic count information from the Michigan Department of Transportation 
(MDOT) showed a total of 21,981 two-way vehicle trips in a 24 hour period on Okemos Road, north 
of Jolly Road.   
 
A traffic assessment is required for an expansion or change of an existing special use where the 
increase in intensity would generate an additional 50 to 249 directional trips during morning and 
afternoon peak hours of traffic. The applicant submitted a traffic assessment prepared by Giffels 
Webster dated December 16, 2019. The traffic assessment provides information on potential traffic 
generated by the proposed provisioning center. 
 
The assessment looks at existing and future level of service (LOS) during the AM (7:30-8:30 a.m.) 
and PM (4:45-5:45 p.m.) peak hours at the two existing driveway locations located along Okemos 
Road and Hampton Plaza.  The traffic assessment notes existing traffic at the studied locations all 
operate at an acceptable LOS (LOS C or better) during the AM and PM peak hours.  Under future 
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conditions, it is projected that all movements will operate at an acceptable level of service (LOS C or 
better). 
 
The submitted traffic assessment contains a trip generation analysis which estimates future vehicle 
trips that could be generated by the proposed provisioning center.  The Institute of Transportation 
Engineers (ITE) trip generation rates for a Marijuana Dispensary (Land Use Code 882) were selected 
to represent the proposed provisioning center. The following table summarizes findings from the 
trip generation analysis. 
 

Description Size AM Peak Hour PM Peak Hour Weekday In Out Total In Out Total 
Marijuana Dispensary, 
Land Use Code 882 

2,400 
sq. ft.  14 11 25 26 26 52 606 

  
The findings of the traffic assessment show traffic generated by the proposed provisioning center 
would not create a significant impact at the studied locations. 
  
Parking 
The Township Code of Ordinances requires five (minimum) to 5.5 (maximum) parking spaces per 
1,000 square feet of gross floor area for commercial centers and shopping malls having a gross floor 
area less than 25,000 square feet.  The 12,990 square foot multi-tenant commercial center requires a 
minimum of 65 parking spaces and a maximum of 71 parking spaces.  The shopping center currently 
has a total of 68 parking spaces, a portion of which the applicant intends to utilize.  
 
Required Spacing  
The non-zoning ordinance adopted by the Township Board requires marihuana facilities to be located 
one-thousand (1,000) feet from any public or private K-12 school, five hundred (500) feet from any 
church, place of worship or other religious facility, and five hundred (500) feet from any library, 
preschool, or child care center. The minimum distance between uses is measured horizontally 
between the nearest property lines. The closest facility to the proposed provisioning center is Gilden 
Woods Early Care and Preschool. Gilden Woods is located at 2190 Association Drive, which is 
approximately 890 feet away from the proposed provisioning center.   
 
Recreational Marihuana Approval Process 
Applicants for a Recreational Marihuana Facility must go through various steps in order to establish a 
facility within Meridian Township, including securing local and state approval. Applications are 
submitted to the Director of Community Planning and Development for review. All inspections, 
review, processing, and competitive review, if necessary, shall be completed within 90 days of a 
complete application. A completed application is forwarded to the Township Board, who must 
approve or deny the application within 120 days of a completed application and fees. If the application 
is approved, then the Applicant shall receive a conditional approval, the conditions of which must be 
met for the Applicant to receive a Permit as the Permit Holder. If the Township Board issues 
conditional approval, then the Applicant must submit their SUP application to the Planning 
Commission within 60 days. Recreational Marihuana permits are reviewed for renewal or 
amendment, but the SUP does not require annual renewal. If the applicant maintains a valid State 
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license and remains in good standing with both the State and Township a renewal will be granted for 
another one year period.   
 
 
Planning Commission Options 
The Planning Commission may recommend approval, approval with conditions, or denial of the 
proposed special use permit. A resolution will be provided at a future meeting. 
 
Attachments 
1. Special use permit application and attachments. 
2. Site plan prepared by Kebs, Inc. dated August 5, 2019 and received on November 13, 2019. 
3. Floor plans prepared by Serra-Marko & Associates dated August 2019 and received by the 

Township on November 13, 2019.  
4. Traffic Assessment prepared by Giffels Webster dated December 16, 2019 and received by the 

Township on December 16, 2019.   
 

 



RESOLUTION TO APPROVE Special Use Permit #24009 
 SANDDS Meridian LLC 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
 At a regular meeting of the Planning Commission of the Charter Township of Meridian, 
Ingham County, Michigan, held at the Meridian Municipal Building, in said Township on the 
10th day of June, 2024 at 6:30 p.m., Local Time. 
  
PRESENT:  
 
ABSENT:  
 
 The following resolution was offered by _______________ and supported ___________________. 
 

WHEREAS, SANDDS Meridian LLC has submitted a request to establish a 2,282 square 
foot adult use marihuana retailer in an existing commercial center located at 3520 Okemos 
Road; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Township Board adopted standards to allow adult use marihuana retailers in 

designated overlay areas throughout the Township at its meeting on July 11, 2023; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township Board approved the permit for an adult use marihuana conditional 

license on the subject property at its meeting on April 16, 2024; and 
 
WHEREAS, the overlay areas adopted by the Township Board allow one adult use marihuana 

retailer in each one of five overlay areas, subject to the approval of a special use permit reviewed by 
the Planning Commission and approved by the Township Board; and   

 
WHEREAS, the subject site is located entirely within Overlay Area 5 and is appropriately 

zoned C-2 (Commercial), which allows adult use marihuana retailers by special use permit; and 
 
WHEREAS, the applicant was required to submit for Special Use Permit approval within 60 

days of the Board’s approval of their permit; and 
 
WHEREAS, the applicant has submitted for Special Use Permit approval as required by the 

Township’s adult use marihuana ordinances; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township Planning Commission held a public hearing on the Special Use 

Permit application at their regular meeting on May 13, 2024; and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed adult use marihuana retailer meets the required setbacks from any 

public or private K-12 school, church, place of worship or other religious facility, library, preschool, or 
child care center established in Section 40-31 of the Code of Ordinances; and 

 
WHEREAS, the proposed adult use marihuana retailer will not adversely affect adjacent land 

uses or the health, safety, and general welfare of the community; and 
 

WHEREAS, the proposed project is consistent with the general standards for granting a 
special use permit found in Section 86-126 of the Code of Ordinances. 
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN hereby approves Special Use Permit #24009, subject to the 
following conditions: 
 

1. Approval is in accordance with the site plan prepared by Kebs, Inc. dated August 5, 2019 and 
received on November 13, 2019.  

 
2. Approval is in accordance with the floor plans prepared by Serra-Marko & Associates dated 

August 2, 2019 and received by the Township on November 13, 2019.  
 
3. Approval is subject to the applicant receiving approval of an Adult Use Marihuana Facility 

permit by the Director of Community Planning and Development. 
 
4. Approval is subject to the applicant receiving Final Approval for an adult use marihuana 

license from the State of Michigan, Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs. 
 
5. The applicant shall obtain and maintain any and all other applicable permits, licenses, and 

approvals necessary to operate the proposed commercial medical marihuana retailer from 
the State of Michigan, Township, and any other applicable agencies. Copies of all permits, 
licenses, and approvals shall be submitted to the Department of Community Planning and 
Development.  

 
6. Any proposed future expansion, additions, or revisions to the proposed tenant space, 

building, or site, will require an amendment to Special Use Permit #24009. 
 
7. All applicable conditions from previous approvals for the construction of the shopping 

center shall remain in effect.  
 
8. A sign permit shall be required to install a wall sign on the building. 
 
9. The retailer shall remain in compliance with the operational requirements established in 

Section 40-31 of the Code of Ordinances. 
 
10. The special use permit shall be revoked if the applicant fails to maintain a valid Adult Use 

Marihuana Facility permit from the Township and Facility License from the State of 
Michigan. 

 
 
ADOPTED: YEAS:  
                                                                                             
  NAYS:  
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
    ) ss 
COUNTY OF INGHAM ) 
 
 I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Chairperson of the Planning 
Commission of the Charter Township Meridian, Ingham County, Michigan, DO HEREBY 
CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and a complete copy of a resolution adopted at a regular 
meeting of the Planning Commission on the 10th day of June, 2024. 
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       ______________________________   
       Alisande Shrewsbury 
       Planning Commission Chairperson 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 
REGULAR MEETING PLANNING COMMISSION 
 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos MI 48864-1198 
517.853.4000, Township Hall Room 
Monday, May 13, 2024, 6:30 pm 

PRESENT: Chair Shrewsbury, Vice-Chair Snyder, Commissioners Blumer, Brooks, McConnell, 
McCurtis, and Scales 

ABSENT: None 

STAFF: Principal Planner Brian Shorkey 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER

Chair Shrewsbury called the May 13, 2024, regular meeting for the Meridian Township Planning
Commission to order at 6:30 pm.

2. ROLL CALL

Chair Shrewsbury called the roll of the Board. All board members present.

3. PUBLIC REMARKS
None

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Commissioner Scales moved to approve the May 13, 2024, regular Planning Commission
meeting agenda. Seconded by Commissioner Blumer. Motion passed unanimously.

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Commissioners discussed the level of detail that should be included in the minutes. Chair
Shrewsbury recommended the discussion be held separately from discussing these specific
minutes.

Commissioner McConnell asked that Mr. Heltzer’s comments in the last paragraph of section
9.A be amended to add that Mr. Heltzer stated that if the site was vegetated, it could only be
around the perimeter of the site.

Vice-Chair Snyder moved to approve the Minutes of the April 22, 2024, Planning 
Commission Regular Meeting as amended. Seconded by Commissioner McCurtis. Motion 
passed unanimously as amended. 

6. COMMUNICATIONS
A. Baryshev Family re: SUP #24008 (Email)
B. re: SUP #24009
C. re: SUP #24009
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7. PUBLIC HEARINGS

Principal Planner Shorkey gave an overview of the Public Hearing process

A. SUP #24007 – Lilliac LLC (5681 Shaw)

Chair Shrewsbury opened the Public Hearing at 6:40pm.

Principal Planner Shorkey explained the project submitted for SUP.

The applicant was unavailable for comment.

Commissioner Scales asked for the dimensions of the parking lot.  Principal Planner
Shorkey stated that he has not seen an engineered drawing but that the size of the
space indicates that there may be room for ten parking spaces.

Commissioner Brooks asked if there was a connection between this project and the
Village of Nemoka zoning, and if the proposed change in parking ordinances would have
an effect on this project. Principal Planner Shorkey could not answer the parking
ordinance question specifically because the process is not complete, however in a broad
sense it would be unlikely that the changes would affect the project. There is no
connection between this project and the Village of Nemoka zoning. Commissioner
Blumer said that this project is consistent with properties around it. Vice-Chair Snyder
discussed the application and asked if they could approve it without the applicant
present. Principal Planner Shorkey said the Planning Commission was not making a
decision until the next meeting and that he would contact the applicant to ensure that
he attends the next meeting. Chair Shrewsbury asked when the SUP would expire if the
site plan could not be approved.

Chair Shrewsbury closed the public hearing at 6:50. By voice vote, the Planning
Commission indicated support for the application.

B. SUP #24008 Radmoor Montessori (2745 Mt. Hope)

Chair Shrewsbury opened the public hearing at 6:50.

Principal Planner Shorkey explained the project submitted for SUP. Commissioner
Scales asked about the body of water to the east of the site. Principal Planner Shorkey
showed the site on the Township Parcel Viewer and said that it appeared as a wetland.
Commissioner Scales asked about the regulation of the wetland.

Irina Jameson, representative for Montessori Radmoor School, explained the need for
the project.  People are lingering past designated drop-off and pick-up times which
leaves less parking spaces for later drop-off and pick-up vehicles. The additional spaces
allow for the needed overflow for these times of day.

Commissioner McConnell stated that the size of the building is not changing so, from a
planning standpoint, it is not an expansion of use. Commissioner McConnell asked if
consideration will be given to non-traditional paving materials to alleviate runoff.

Chair Shrewsbury closed the public hearing at 7:04. By voice vote, the Planning
Commission indicated support for the application.



Page 3 

C. SUP #24009 – SANDDS (3520 Okemos Road)

Chair Shrewsbury opened the public hearing at 7:04.

Principal Planner Shorkey explained the project submitted for SUP.  Principal Planner
Shorkey said that the SUP would require the Planning Commission to make a
recommendation that will go to the Township Board.

Jamie Garmo, representative for SANDDS Meridian LLC, explained the need for the
project.  This is the next step in the process to establish an adult use marijuana
provisioning center.  The Township Board has conditionally approved the permit,
pending approval of the SUP.  The applicant explained that they can proceed as a
medical marijuana applicant but have chosen not to because of economic pressures.
She clarified State requirements for checking Identification.

Dr. David Pawsat, Township resident, spoke against the application.

Chair Shrewsbury closed the public hearing at 7:25. By voice vote, the Planning
Commission indicated support for the application.

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. None

9. OTHER BUSINESS

A. Discussion regarding minutes

Principal Planner Shorkey discussed the minutes with the Planning Commission.
Principal Planner Shorkey asked what the balance is between recording comments and
summarizing. Vice-Chair Snyder said that she was generally happy with the detail in the
minutes and that videos exist if someone wanted to dig deeper. Chair Shrewsbury
discussed the minutes; she is generally happy with the level of detail and brought up
Commissioner Brooks’ question.

Commissioner Brooks clarified that in the specific meeting on April 22nd, he was
wondering how discussion and feedback should be captured in minutes format.
Commissioner Brooks wanted to know if the minutes or the recording are legally
binding.  Commissioner Blumer answered that the votes are legally binding, the
minutes are information behind the vote. Commissioner McConnell discussed the
distillation of information that happens when the meeting is summarized by Staff’s
reports.

Chair Shrewsbury discussed the conversations from April 22nd and suggested that the
Planning Commission may have missed an opportunity to create a formal summary of
their opinions for the Board. Commissioner Scales discussed the April 22nd meeting and
said that the Board had received the message from the Planning Commission.
Commissioner Blumer said that the conversation was broader than the April 22nd

meeting and that the DDA had written a formal letter by consensus to express their
opinion without a vote.

10. REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

A. Township Board Update
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Principal Planner Shorkey said that there was no report. 

B. Liaison Reports

Commissioner Scales reported that the DDA was very upset regarding the Village of
Okemos proposal and that they wrote a letter stating their position to the Township
Board.

Commissioner McConnell reported that the Environmental Commission reviewed
applications for Climate Sustainability Plan funding.  Green Burial and Green Space Plan
update were not recommended to go forward at this time.  Commissioner McConnell
supported a proposal from an MSU faculty member to Congressperson Slotkin’s office
supporting anaerobic digestion research.

11. PROJECT UPDATES

A. Project Report

Principal Planner Shorkey briefed the Commission on changes to the project report,
highlighted in bold text, and new applications.

12. PUBLIC REMARKS

Chair Shrewsbury opened public remarks at 7:47

Ann Perkins, Township resident, asked board members to please remember to speak more
clearly.

Chair Shrewsbury closed public remarks at 7:48

13. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS

Commissioner Scales attended Michigan Associations of Planners Spring Resilience Summitt
where he learned about recovery and mitigation from disaster.

Commissioner McConnell asked staff if they could provide information about levels of traffic
service post-covid.  Principal Planner Shorkey related the information he’s received from
speaking with engineers in other municipalities.

14. ADJOURNMENT

Chair Shrewsbury called for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:56 pm.

Commissioner Scales moved to close the May 13, 2024 regular meeting of the Planning
Commission. Seconded by Commissioner Blumer. Motion passed unanimously.
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 
REGULAR MEETING PLANNING COMMISSION  
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos MI 48864-1198 
517.853.4000, Township Hall Room 
Monday, June 10, 2024, 6:30 pm 
 
PRESENT: Chair Shrewsbury, Vice-Chair Snyder, Commissioners Blumer, Brooks, McConnell, 

and Scales 

ABSENT: None 

STAFF: Principal Planner Brian Shorkey 

 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

 
Chair Shrewsbury called the June 10, 2024, regular meeting for the Meridian Township Planning 
Commission to order at 6:31 pm. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
 
Chair Shrewsbury called the roll of the Board. All board members present. 
 

3. PUBLIC REMARKS 
 
Chair Shrewsbury opened public remarks at 6:32 pm 
 
Trustee James McCurtis thanked the commission for the honor and privilege of serving with 
them during his term. 
 
Roger Taylor, Township resident, asked the Commission how many dispensaries the Township 
needs. 
 
Debora Dantus, Township resident, spoke against marijuana dispensaries. 
 
Clara Regal, Township resident, spoke against marijuana dispensaries, specifically the location 
of one of the dispensaries. 
 
Dr. David Pawsat, Township resident, spoke against marijuana dispensaries. 
 
Jay Meyer, Township resident, spoke against marijuana dispensaries. 
 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Commissioner McConnell moved to approve the June 10, 2024, regular Planning 
Commission meeting agenda. Seconded by Commissioner Scales. Motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Chair Shrewsbury asked that the wording of the adjournment of the meeting be changed to 
reflect the word “adjourn” instead of the word “close.” 
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Commissioner Scales moved to approve the Minutes of the May 13, 2024, Planning 
Commission Regular Meeting as amended. Seconded by Commissioner Blumer. Motion 
passed unanimously as amended. 
 

6. COMMUNICATIONS 
A. Kalyani Vangala re: SUP #24009 (Email) 
B. Mohan Madala, MD re: SUP #24009 (Email) 
C. Soumya Madala re: SUP #24009 (Email) 
D. Liz Kesler re: SUP #24009 (Email) 
E. Judith Leibinger/Richard York re: SUP #24009 (Email) 
F. Seth Kesler re: SUP #24009 (Email) 
G. Ellen Hoekstra re: SUP #24009 (Email) 
H. Satish Udpa re: SUP #24009 (Email) 
I. Xiaoping Li re: SUP #24009 (Email) 
J. Daniel Thompson re: SUP #24009 (Email) 
K. Sonh Su Kim re: SUP #24009 (Email) 
L. Zhichao Cao re: SUP #24009 (Email) 
M. Howard and Marlene Stover re: SUP #24009 (Email) 
N. Williamston Township Intent to Plan (Email) 
O. Alison Kochan re: SUP #24009 (Email) 

 
7. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
Principal Planner Shorkey gave an overview of the Public Hearing process.  Principal Planner 
Shorkey noted that, with regards to the rezoning hearing, it is only in regards to the rezoning.  
The ensuing special use permit will come up for a public hearing in the future if the rezoning is 
approved. 
 

A. TA #24010 – Sec. 36-377 – RN – Village of Nemoka Ordinance Update 
 

Chair Shrewsbury opened the Public Hearing at 6:48 pm. 
 
Principal Planner Shorkey explained the project submitted for text amendment.   
 
Chair Shrewsbury closed the public hearing at 6:54 pm. By voice vote, the Planning 
Commission indicated support for the application. 
 

B. SUP #24012 – Consumers Transfer Station (Rutherford Drive) 
 
Chair Shrewsbury opened the public hearing at 6:54. 
 
Principal Planner Shorkey explained the project submitted for SUP.  
 
Anthony Stepke and Amy Gilpin, representatives for Consumers Energy, explained the 
need for the project.  The current station provides gas to the neighborhood.  It is in the 
right-of-way and it is outdated, issues that can be corrected if the SUP is approved. Mr. 
Stepke gave additional details regarding the upgrades that will be provided by creating 
a new station.  
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Commissioner McConnell asked for more information about the variance application 
for the fence.  Mr. Stepke explained that a fence height is a requirement for safety, and 
in this instance part of the fence will be opaque as part of an agreement with the 
neighboring landowner.  Principal Planner Shorkey clarified that concerns about the 
fence can be directed to the ZBA. 
 
Commissioner Scales asked for the density of the population that the station will serve 
with regards to consideration of critical infrastructure.  Mr. Stepke indicated that he 
will need to return to the Commission with the number of people served.  Mr. Stepke 
stated that part of the reason for the application is because it serves many people and 
gave detail about how the station works to regulate gas pressure. 
 
Vice-chair Snyder asked for more details about the appearance.  Mr. Stepke gave details 
about what components will be visible above grade. 
 
Roger Taylor, township resident, asked if a geological survey will be done to assess 
where rainwater will go with the change in grade and if an environmental survey will 
be done on the valves that are in the ground. 
 
Chair Shrewsbury closed the public hearing at 7:20 pm. By voice vote, the Planning 
Commission indicated support for the application. 
 

C. REZ #24013 – Fedewa Holdings (Dobie Road) 
 

Chair Shrewsbury opened the public hearing at 7:20 pm. 
 
Principal Planner Shorkey explained the project submitted for REZ.  
 
Jerry Fedewa, David Fedewa, and Greg Fedewa, representatives for Fedewa Holdings, 
explained the need for the rezoning.  Explained that their plans avoid the need for a 
variance request. 
 
Commissioner Scales asked for clarity about the number of units.  Jerry Fedewa 
explained that the number is still flexible because he has not spoken with the engineers 
to get details about the specific needs of the site.  Once the details are available, the 
exact number of units will be determined.  Principal Planner Shorkey clarified that if the 
REZ is approved, the project will need to gather more information to provide specifics 
when they apply for an SUP. 
 
Chair Shrewsbury asked if affordability was being considered.  Jerry Fedewa clarified 
that affordable units would result in higher density and would not provide garages and 
commented that there is a need in the community for the planned type of housing. 
 
Joel Major, Township resident, spoke against the application, citing the denial of the 
2019 rezoning application. 
 
Michael McIntosh, Township resident, spoke against the application. 
 
Kristina Kloc, Township resident, spoke against the application.  
 
David Kloc, Township resident, spoke against the application. 
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Cecelia Kramer, Township resident and Faith Lutheran member, spoke in favor of the 
application.  Ms. Kramer clarified that the church will be moving the driveway, not 
eliminating it. 
 
John McCracken, Faith Lutheran member, spoke in favor of the application. Mr. 
McCracken stated that the only interest in the property has been multi-family 
development. 
 
Wayne Popard, Township resident, spoke against the application. 
 
Commissioner Blumer asked the applicant if they had architectural plans.  Jerry Fedewa 
returned to clarify that there are currently no architectural drawings in this preliminary 
stage.  Mr. Fedewa also commented that the Drain Commissioner’s Office will require 
the development have appropriate drainage and that office will need to approve the 
plan.  
 
Chair Shrewsbury closed the public hearing and opened Board Member comment at 
8:03 pm.  
 
Commissioner Blumer spoke in support of the developer but spoke against the 
application because it is not consistent with the neighborhood regarding density and 
land use planning.  Commissioner Blumer asked if the western-most block of buildings 
could instead be planted as a buffer for view and traffic for the neighborhood. 
 
Commissioner McConell spoke in support of the application because it is consistent 
with the Master Plan and in appropriate proximity to amenities but spoke against it 
because he acknowledges the inconsistency with the neighborhood.   
 
Commissioner Scales acknowledged residents concerns and stated that the application 
is consistent with the Master Plan and he would like to hear more about the proposed 
development. 
 
Chair Shrewsbury clarified to residents that this is just one step in a multi-step process 
and Commission support at this step does not mean the project is approved. 
 
Vice-chair Snyder expressed her concern that this application does not meet the Master 
Plan goal to increase middle-housing development and does not support the application 
for this reason.  Vice-chair Snyder asked if the Commission could be provided with the 
number of projects in the last year that cater to the demographic of multi-family 
housing rented for greater than $2,000 per month. 
 
Commissioner Brooks expressed concern about drainage from this property and stated 
that he would like the development to be middle level housing.  He asked for more 
details about the differences this proposal has to the proposal that was rejected in 
2019.  Principal Planner Shorkey noted that the Master Plan changes are the main 
difference, and he would have to look deeper to have more specifics. 
 
By voice vote Chair Shrewsbury, Commissioners McConnell and Scales support the 
project; Vice-chair Snyder and Commissioner Blumer oppose the project; Commissioner 
Brooks undecided. 
 

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
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A. SUP #24007 – Lilliac LLC (5681 Shaw) 
 
Principal Planner Shorkey gave an overview of the process that has occurred regarding this 
permit to date and stated that this would be approval of the permit and it would not go 
before the Township Board. 
 
Commissioner McConnell moved to adopt the attached resolution approving Special 
Use Permit #24007, a request to reconstruct an existing building at 5681 Shaw Street 
into a four-unit residential building. Supported by Commissioner Scales. Motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

B. SUP #24008 – Radmoor Montessori (2745 Mt. Hope) 
 
Principal Planner Shorkey gave an overview of the process that has occurred regarding this 
permit to date and stated that this will proceed to site plan approval. 
 
Commissioner Scales moved to adopt the attached resolution approving Special Use 
Permit #24008, a request to expand the parking lot to add 12 spaces at 2745 Mt Hope 
Road, known as the Montessori Radmoor School.  Supported by Vice-chair Snyder. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 

C. SUP #24009 – SANDDS (3520 Okemos Road) 
 
Principal Planner Shorkey gave an overview of the process that has occurred regarding this 
permit to date and confirmed that the Commission’s recommendation will go before the 
Township Board. 
 
Commissioner Scales moved to adopt the attached resolution recommending 
approval of Special Use Permit #24009, a request to establish an adult use recreation 
marijuana retailer in an existing commercial center located at 3520 Okemos Rd.  
Supported by Commissioner Blumer. Motion passed unanimously. 

 
9. OTHER BUSINESS 

 
A. Zoning Board of Appeals Appointment 

 
Principal Planner Shorkey outlined the need for a Planning Commissioner to sit on the 
Zoning Board of Appeals and gave information about the topics reviewed by the Zoning 
Board of Appeals. 
 
Commissioner Brooks indicated his interest in being the appointee. Commissioners 
unanimously appointed Commissioner Brooks to the Zoning Board of Appeals 

 
10. REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
A. Township Board Update 

 
Principal Planner Shorkey said that there was no report. 
 

B. Liaison Reports 
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Commissioner McConnell updated the Commission about the applications for Climate 
Sustainability related funding that the Environmental Commission has reviewed. 

 
Commissioner Scales reminded the community that the EDC has planned a Juneteenth 
Festival at Lake Lansing South Park. 
 

11. PROJECT UPDATES 
 

A. Project Report 
 

Principal Planner Shorkey briefed the Commission on changes to the project report, 
highlighted in bold text, and new applications. 
 

12. PUBLIC REMARKS 
 
Chair Shrewsbury opened public remarks at 8:42 
 
Chair Shrewsbury closed public remarks at 8:42 

 
13. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
 

Commissioner McConnell complemented the layout of the project report and asked to see an 
aerial map view of the projects at a future meeting. Commissioner McConnell asked if a column 
could be added that will indicate the price-point of rental units on the project report. 
 
Commissioner Brooks asked for an outline of how public hearings should be conducted. Chair 
Shrewsbury concurred and added detail as to what would help the Commission conduct them 
smoothly. 
 

14. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Chair Shrewsbury called for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:48 pm 
 
Commissioner Blumer moved to adjourn the June 10, 2024 regular meeting of the 
Planning Commission. Seconded by Commissioner Scales. Motion passed unanimously. 
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To: Board Members 

From: Timothy R. Schmitt, AICP 
Director of Community Planning and Development 

Date: July 15, 2024 

Re: Ordinance 2024-07 – rezone two parcels at 350 Haslett Road and the adjacent 
vacant parcel from RR, Rural Residential, to RA, Single-Family Residential  

Mayberry Homes (Applicant) has requested the rezoning of the property at 350 Haslett Road and 
the adjacent vacant parcel (Subject Property) in order to continue the development of the 
Copper Creek subdivision. In total, the area of property to be rezoned is approximately 139 acres 
directly adjacent to phases three and four of the existing Copper Creek subdivision. The 
property at 350 Haslett Road has a single family home on it, while the remaining property is 
vacant. The entire Subject Property is currently zoned RR, Rural Residential, which allows 
single-family residential homes at slightly more than one dwelling unit per acre. The Future 
Land Use Map changed in the 2023 update from residential use between 0-0.5 dwelling units 
per acre to Suburban Residential, which is consistent with the RAAA, RAA, and RA zoning 
categories. The surrounding properties are all single-family residential or they are vacant.   

The Planning Commission held a public hearing on June 24, 2024 and received no comments from 
the general public. The Planning Commission again reviewed the matter on July 8, 2024 and 
recommended approval to the Township Board to rezone the property to RA, to bring the use of the 
property to fit the character of the area and to meet the Master Plan’s goals for increased walkability 
and diversity of housing.  

The Planning Commission packet from the July 8, 2024 meeting is attached to this memo, with the 
entire Staff analysis. Staff looks forward to discussing this matter with the Board.  

Attachments 
1. Ordinance 2024-07 – Rezone 350 Haslett and vacant adjacent property
2. Rezoning Application and Attached Information
3. Planning Commission Information from July 8, 2024 Meeting
4. Planning Commission minutes from July 8, 2024 Meeting
5. Planning Commission minutes from June 24, 2024



ORDINANCE NO. 2024-07 
ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING DISTRICT MAP 

OF MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP 
PURSUANT TO REZONING #24015 

 
 The Charter Township of Meridian ordains: 
 
 Section 1. Amending the Zoning District Map. 
  
A. The Zoning District Map of Meridian Township, as adopted in Section 86-312 of the 
Code of the Charter Township of Meridian, Michigan, as previously amended, is hereby 
amended by changing the RR, Rural Residential symbol and indication as shown on the 
Zoning District Map, for Parcel #33-02-02-12-400-003, land legally described as: 
 
M12-2-1 BEG. 1320 FT. N & 480 FT. E OF S ¼ COR. OF SEC. 12, N264 FT E 165 FT S 264 FT. W 
165 FT. TO BEG., EXC. EASEMENT TO CONSUMERS POWER CO. ON SE ¼ OF SEC. 12, T4N 
R1W. 
 
to that of RA, One-Family Medium-Density Residential. 
 
B.  The Zoning District Map of Meridian Township, as adopted in Section 86-312 of the 
Code of the Charter Township of Meridian, Michigan, as previously amended, is hereby 
amended by changing the RR, Rural Residential symbol and indication as shown on the 
Zoning District Map, for Parcel #33-02-02-12-200-015, land legally described as: 
 
A PART OF NW 1/4 & SE 1/4 OF SEC 12 T4N R1W DESC AS:  BEG AT E 1/4 CORNER OF SEC 
12 - S00D28'42"E ALNG E LINE OF SEC 12 1312.81 FT TO S LINE OF N 1/2 OF SE 1/4 & N 
LINE OF HASLETT RD - S89D26'12"W ALNG SD N LINE 1976.72 FT - N00D51'31"W PLL 
WITH PROPERTY CONTROLLING N-S 1/4 LINE OF SEC 12 264 FT – S89D26’12”W 165 FT – 
N00D51’31”W 24.94 FT – N71D41’37”W 81.84 FT – N60D09’34”W 110.13 FT – 
N48D37’31”W 110.13 FT – N37D05’29”W 110.13 FT – N25D33’26”W 110.13 FT – 
N14D01’23”W 352.62 FT – N07D06’31”W 97.44 FT – S89D57’38”E 190.63 FT - SE’LY 122.15 
FT ON A CURVE TO THE LEFT, RAD OF 317 FT, DELTA OF 22D04’43”, CHD BRG S18D32’48”E 
121.40 FT - SE’LY 23.56 FT ON A CURVE TO THE RIGHT, RAD OF 283 FT, DELTA OF 
04D46’11”, CHD BRG S27D12’04”E 23.55 FT - N65D11’02”E 25 FT – N74D00’00”E 156.41 FT 
– N08D22’58”E 179.33 FT – N14D36’49”W 220.36 FT – S80D11’54”W 206.29 FT – 
S01D50’09”E 29.08 FT – S89D29’09”W 209.31 FT ALNG E-W 1/4 LN TO PROPERTY 
CONTROLLING CENTER OF SEC 12 – N00D51’31”W ALNG N-S 1/4 LN 1319.13 FT TO N LINE 
OF S 1/2 OF NE 1/4 OF SEC 12 - N89D58'35"E ALNG SD N LINE 405 FT - N88D45'33"E ALNG 
SD N LINE 1237.01 FT - S00D50'17"E ALNG E LINE EXTENDED OF WOOD VALLEY NO 4 17.30 
FT TO N LINE OF S 1/2 OF NE 1/4 OF SEC 12 - N89D33'38"E ALNG SD N LINE 997.72 FT TO 
E LINE OF SEC 12 - S00D27'20"E ALNG SD E LINE OF SEC 12 1312.09 FT TO POB (148.97 A 
M/L) 
(SPLIT/COMBINED ON 01/12/2021 FROM 33-02-02-12-200-014, 33-02-02-12-326-007) 
 
to that of RA, One-Family Medium-Density Residential. 
 
 Section 2. Validity and Severability.  The provisions of this Ordinance are severable 
and the invalidity of any phrase, clause or part of this Ordinance shall not affect the validity 
or effectiveness of the remainder of the Ordinance. 



 
 Section 3. Repealer Clause.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict therewith 
are hereby repealed only to the extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect. 
 
 Section 4. Savings Clause.  This Ordinance does not affect rights and duties matured, 
penalties that were incurred, and proceedings that were begun, before its effective date. 
 
 Section 5. Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be effective seven (7) days after its 
publication or upon such later date as may be required under Section 402 of the Michigan 
Zoning Enabling Act (MCL 125.3402) after filing of a notice of intent to file a petition for a 
referendum. 
 
 
_______________________________________   ________________________________ 
Scott Hendrickson, Township Supervisor  Deborah Guthrie, Township Clerk 
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Part II        REASONS FOR REZONING REQUEST 
 
Respond only to the items which you intend to support with proof.  Explain your position on the lines 
below, and attach supporting information to this form. 

 
A. Reasons why the present zoning is unreasonable: 

 
1)    There is an error in the boundaries of the Zoning Map, specifically: ______________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________         
 

2)    The conditions of the surrounding area have changed in the following respects: ____________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

         
3)  The current zoning is inconsistent with the Township’s Master Plan, explain: 

____________________________________________________________________________  
         
4)    The Township did not follow the procedures that are required by Michigan laws, when adopting 

the Zoning Ordinance, specifically: ________________________________________________ 
        ___________________________________________________________________________ 

       
5)    The Township did not have a reasonable basis to support the current zoning classification at 

the time it was adopted; and the zoning has exempted the following legitimate uses from the 
area: _______________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
6)  The current zoning restrictions on the use of the property do not further the health safety or 

general welfare of the public, explain: ______________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

B. Reasons why the requested zoning is appropriate: 
 

1)  Requested rezoning is consistent with the Township’s Master Plan, explain: 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2)  Requested rezoning is compatible with other existing and proposed uses surrounding the site, 

specifically:___________________________________________________________________  
   

3)  Requested rezoning would not result in significant adverse impacts on the natural environment, 
explain: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
4)  Requested rezoning would not result in significant adverse impacts on traffic circulation, water 

and sewer systems, education, recreation or other public services, 
explain:______________________________________________________________________ 

 
5)  Requested rezoning addresses a proven community need, specifically: ___________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6)  Requested rezoning results in logical and orderly development in the Township, explain: 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
7)  Requested rezoning will result in better use of Township land, resources and properties and 

therefore more efficient expenditure of Township funds for public improvements and services, 
explain: _____________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

To:  Planning Commission  
 
From:  Brian Shorkey, Principal Planner 
 
Date:  July 8, 2024 
 
Re: Rezoning #24015 (Copper Creek), rezone approximately 139 acres located on 

Haslett Road from RR (Rural Residential) to RA (Single-family Residential). 
 
 
Mayberry Homes (Applicant) has requested the rezoning of approximately 139 acres located on 
Haslett Road, adjacent to the east of the existing Copper Creek development (Subject Property), from 
RR (Rural Residential) to RA (Single-family Residential). Most of the Subject Property is the 
undeveloped section of the next phase of Copper Creek. However, the Subject Property also includes 
a roughly one acre piece at 350 Haslett Road.  
 
The Planning Commission held a public hearing for Rezoning #24015 at its June 24, 2024 regular 
meeting and the Planning Commission indicated that they supported the rezoning from RR to RA. 
One resident from Williamstown Township asked questions about the project at the public hearing. 
No other comments have been received from the public regarding this request.  
 
The original staff report, dated June 24, 2024, is attached. Additional materials from the public hearing 
may be found at the following link: https://www.meridian.mi.us/government/boards-and-
commissions/agendas-packets-and-minutes/-folder-3684#docan5601_5944_42 
 
Planning Commission Options 
The Planning Commission may recommend approval or denial of the request, or it may recommend a 
different zoning designation than proposed by the applicant to the Township Board. Staff 
recommends approval of Rezoning #24015 for the construction of the next phase of Copper Creek, 
with the conditions listed in the resolution. 
 
Staff would offer the following motion for the Planning Commission to consider during their review of 
the proposed rezoning request. Should the Planning Commission have additional reasons for 
supporting the recommendation, they can be added to the end of the motion. 
 
Move to adopt the resolution to recommend approval of Rezoning #24015 to rezone the 
Subject Property on Haslett Road from RR (Rural Residential) to RA (Single-family 
Residential), for the following reason: 

 
• The proposed rezoning conforms with the Township Master Plan and the Future Land Use 

map. 
• The proposed project that would result from the rezoning fits the character of the area.  

 
Attachments 
1. Resolution recommending approval of the rezoning 
2. Staff report from the public hearing, dated June 24, 2024 



 

 

To:  Planning Commission  
 
From:  Brian Shorkey, Principal Planner 
 
Date:  June 24, 2024 
 
Re: Rezoning #24015 (Copper Creek), rezone approximately 4.28 acres located on 

Dobie Road from RAA (Single Family-Low Density) to RC (Multiple Family). 
 
 
Mayberry Homes (Applicant) has requested the rezoning of approximately 139 acres located on 
Haslett Road, adjacent to the east of the existing Copper Creek development (Subject Property), from 
RR (Rural Residential) to RA (Single-family Residential). Most of the Subject Property is the 
undeveloped section of the next phase of Copper Creek. However, the Subject Property also includes 
a roughly one acre piece at 350 Haslett Road. The survey of the site, included with the application 
materials, shows the RR area proposed to be rezoned. 
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Future Land Use 
The Future Land Use Map from the 
2023 Master Plan designates the 
Subject Property as Suburban 
Residential. This designation aligns 
with the requested RA zoning and 
is the same as the designations to 
the west and north. The properties 
adjacent to the south are 
designated as Rural Residential. 
The property to the east is in 
Williamston Township and is 
designated as Open Space in their 
Future Land Use map.  
 
Zoning 
The property is currently zoned RR 
(Rural Residential), which requires 
a minimum of 200 feet of lot width 
and 40,000 square feet of lot area. 
The requested RA zoning district 
requires a minimum of 80 feet of lot width, 10,000 square feet of lot area. The property to the north 
and west is similarly zoned RA. The properties to the south are zoned the existing RR zone. Property 
to the east are in Williamston Township. 
 
Physical Features 
The northern third of the Subject 
Property is crossed by the Jefferies 
Drain. The drain generally crosses 
the southern edge of extensive 
wetlands on the northern third of 
the Subject Property. Wetland also 
covers the southeast corner of the 
Subject Property. The concept plan 
submitted with the application 
acknowledges the wetlands and 
shows 40-foot buffers around them 
and labels the wetlands as parks.  
 
The wetlands take up 
approximately 68 acres of the 
Subject Property and are shown on 
the Township’s Greenspace Plan as 
Priority Conservation Corridors 
(PCC). PCCs are recognized as part 
of a network of ecologically 

 

2023 FUTURE LAND USE MAP 

 

ZONING MAP 
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significant open spaces that link wildlife habitat, protect water quality, and preserve the natural 
character of the Township. 
 
The remainder of the Subject Property is developable open space, except for the one acre parcel on 
Haslett Road, which contains a single family residence.  
 
Streets & Traffic 
The site fronts on its southern boundary on Haslett Road, which is a two-lane road without curb and 
gutter classified as a Minor Arterial Street on the Street Setbacks and Service Drives Map in the 
zoning ordinance.  
 
The applicant submitted a traffic study prepared by Fleis & Vandenbrink, Inc. dated April 2024. 
According to the study, site access is proposed via the continuation of the existing Copper Creek 
development.  
 
The study used data from the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Trip Generation Manual, 
11th edition to estimate trip generation rates for Single Family-Detached Housing under the existing 
RR zoning and the requested RA zoning. The study estimated that 83 units are currently available 
under the RR zoning while the requested RA zoning would yield 307 units. The following table 
summarizes findings from the submitted traffic assessment. 
 

Land Use Size AM Peak Hour PM Peak Hour Weekday In Out Total In Out Total 

Existing Zoning (RR) 83 
Units 16 47 63 52 31 83 850 

Proposed Zoning 
(RA) 

307 
units 52 155 207 180 105 285 2,832 

Difference +36 +108 +144 +128 +74 +202 +1,982 
 
A traffic impact study is required for rezonings when the proposed district would permit uses that 
could generate more than 249 additional directional trips during the peak hour than the principal 
uses permitted under the current zoning, or if directional trips are expected to increase by at least 
750 during the day. Based on the study, development of the Subject Property will require a traffic 
impact study, which will be required to be approved by the Ingham County Road Department prior 
to site plan approval. 
 
Utilities 
The Subject Property is inside of the Urban Service Boundary and municipal water and sanitary 
sewer are available. The location and capacity of utilities for any proposed development will be 
reviewed in detail by the Department of Public Works and Engineering at the time of a development 
submittal. 
 
Staff Analysis 
The applicant has requested the rezoning of approximately 139 acres from RR to RA. When evaluating 
a rezoning request, the Planning Commission should consider all uses permitted by right and by 
special use permit in the current and proposed zoning districts, as well as the reasons for rezoning 
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listed on page two of the rezoning application (attached). Based on that, Staff has the following 
comments: 
 

1. The Future Land Use map for the Subject Property was updated during the 2023 Master Plan 
update to support the requested RA zoning. This was done at the request of the applicant and 
had no opposition from the Township Planning Commission or Board of Trustees.  

2. The proposed development will continue the existing Copper Creek development and mirror 
it in terms of aesthetics and density. As such, the requested zoning is compatible with the 
surrounding area. 

3. Significant environmental challenges face development of the Subject Property. The concept 
plan submitted demonstrates that the Applicant is aware of those challenges. Before 
development can occur on the Subject Property, a site plan will have to be approved by the 
Ingham County Drain Commission and the Township Engineering Department. 

4. The proposed rezoning may have adverse effects on surrounding traffic, as demonstrated by 
the traffic study. A full traffic impact study will be required to be approved by the Ingham 
County Road Department before a site plan approval can be granted. The Applicant will be 
required to construct any required road improvements in order to mitigate the increased 
traffic. 

 
Planning Commission Options 
The Planning Commission may recommend approval or denial of the request, or it may recommend a 
different zoning designation than proposed by the applicant to the Township Board.  A resolution will 
be provided at a future meeting. 
 
Attachments 
1. Rezoning application dated March 25, 2024 and received by the Township on May 19, 2024. 
2. Traffic assessment prepared by Fleis & Vandenbrink, Inc., dated April 2024 and received by the 

Township on May 19, 2024. 
3. Property survey prepared by Kebs, Inc., received by the Township on May 19, 2024. 
4. Rezoning criteria. 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 
REGULAR MEETING PLANNING COMMISSION -DRAFT- 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos MI 48864-1198 
517.853.4000, Township Hall Room 
Monday, July 8, 2024, 6:30 pm 
 
PRESENT: Chair Shrewsbury, Commissioners Blumer, Brooks, McConnell, Romback, and Scales 

ABSENT: Vice-Chair Snyder, 

STAFF: Principal Planner Brian Shorkey 

 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

 
Chair Shrewsbury called the July 8, 2024, regular meeting for the Meridian Township Planning 
Commission to order at 6:31 pm. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
 
Chair Shrewsbury called the roll of the Board. All board members were present except Vice-
Chair Snyder. 
 

3. PUBLIC REMARKS 
 
Chair Shrewsbury opened public remarks at 6:32 pm 
 
Greg Fedewa, representative for Fedewa Holdings, spoke in support of REZ #24013. 
 
John Leone, Township resident, spoke in opposition to REZ #24013. 
 
David Fedewa, representative for Fedewa Holdings, spoke in support of REZ #24013. 
 
Wayne Popard, Township resident, spoke in opposition to REZ #24013. 
 
Joel Major, Township resident, spoke in opposition to REZ #24013. 
 
Cecelia Kramer, representative for Faith Lutheran Church, spoke in support of REZ #24013. 
 
Chris Kloc, Township resident, spoke in opposition to REZ #24013. 
 
Debra Major, Township resident, spoke in opposition to REZ #24013. 
 
David Kloc, Township resident, spoke in opposition to REZ #24013. 
 
Peggy Anderson, Township resident, spoke in opposition to REZ #24013. 
 
Jerry Fedewa, representative for Fedewa Holdings, spoke in support of REZ #24013. 
 
Michael McIntosh, Township resident, spoke in opposition to REZ #24013. 
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Chair Shrewsbury closed public remarks at 7:07 
 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Commissioner Scales moved to approve the July 8, 2024, regular Planning Commission 
meeting agenda. Seconded by Commissioner Blumer. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Commissioner McConnell asked that discussion regarding sidewalk master plan and ratio of 
rental to owner occupied be added to item 8.A. Chair Shrewsbury determined that such 
discussion can be included with 8.A and does not need to be a separate agenda item 
 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Scales moved to approve the Minutes of the June 24, 2024, Planning 
Commission Regular Meeting as amended. Seconded by Commissioner McConnell. 
Motion passed, Commissioner Blumer abstaining. 
 
Chair Shrewsbury asked that the spelling of a name on the communications section be verified 
and that the amendment to the minutes be clarified. 
 

6. COMMUNICATIONS 
 

A. David Kloc re: REZ #24013 
B. Debra Major re: REZ #24013 
C. Ray and Trish Ugorowski re: REZ #24013 
D. Michael McIntosh re: REZ #24013 (email) 
E. Brad Shaw re: REZ #24013 (email) 
F. Cecelia Kramer re: REZ #24013 (handout) 
G. Bob Westrate re: REZ #24013 (email) 
H. Kristina Kloc re: REZ #24013 (email) 

 
7. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
NONE 

 
 

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

A. REZ #24013 – Fedewa Holdings (Dobie Road) 
 

Principal Planner Shorkey reviewed the discussion that has occurred to date regarding this 
agenda item and highlighted the information included in this packet that the Commissioners 
requested at the previous meeting. Principal Planner Shorkey pointed out that the Planning 
Commission’s decision was a recommendation and that the final decision of the application 
would come from the Board. Principal Planner Shorkey pointed out the options that the 
Planning Commission had and that there were resolutions to recommend approval and 
denial in the packet. 
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Commissioner Rombeck disclosed a concern about potential conflict of interest and asked 
the Commission for their opinion.  Commissioners thanked Commissioner Rombeck for his 
transparency and determined that there is no conflict of interest. 
 
Commissioner Blumer moved to allow Commissioner Rombeck to participate in the 
decision of this matter. Seconded by Commissioner Scales. Motion passed 4 to 1, 
Commissioner Brooks voting against and Commissioner Rombeck abstaining. 
 
Commissioner Scales asked staff for detail for how this grew from the Master Plan land use 
discussion.  Commissioner Scales asked the applicant what sort of development changes he 
would suggest given the opposition from the neighborhood and recommended that the 
applicant meet with the neighborhood.  Jerry Fedewa, applicant, approached the podium to 
answer that he could downsize to 8 units per acre and add fencing and trees to the property 
line to diffuse noise and lighting.  Commissioner Scales stated that based on the 2019 
decision by the Board, he would not recommend this decision because density seems to be 
an issue. 
 
Commissioner Rombeck asked staff for details about the traffic study and its connection to 
the current state of the property.  Commissioner Rombeck asked the applicant how he 
proposed speaking with potential tenants as indicated in the letter the applicant sent to the 
Commission.  Mr. Fedewa acknowledged that it would be difficult to speak with potential 
tenants because tenants typically need a place to live on a shorter timeline than a proposed 
rental unit could be built, but that this type of development is sought after and the location 
offers many attractive amenities. 
 
Commissioner McConnell asked for clarity regarding the ratio of owner occupied to rental 
homes and asked if this portion of Dobie Road is part of the Pathway Master Plan. 
 
Principal Planner Shorkey explained the 2019 rezoning request, the 2022-2023 update of 
the Master Plan and a subsequent land division application for the 4.3 acres that met the 
zoning ordinance.  Principal Planner Shorkey stated that the traffic study is based on the 
allowed density and current zoning, not the current state of the property. Principal Planner 
Shorkey stated that the ratio of owner occupied to rental homes is taken from the latest US 
Census data and clarified that the applicant would be required to meet the Pathway 
requirements if the property does not currently meet them.  

 
Commissioner Blumer moved to adopt the resolution to recommend denial of 
Rezoning #24013 to rezone approximately 4.28 acres located on Dobie Road from 
RAA (Single Family-Low Density) to RC (Multiple Family, maximum 14 dwelling units 
per acre), because the proposed rezoning does not match the character of adjacent 
residential neighborhoods to the west. Supported by Commissioner Scales. Motion 
passed 4 to 1, Commissioner McConnell voting against and Commissioner Rombeck 
abstained. 

 
At 8:27, Chair Shrewsbury called for a 10-minute recess. 
 
At 8:40, the Commission reconvened. 

 
B. REZ #24015 – Copper Creek Phase 5 
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Principal Planner Shorkey reviewed the agenda item. 
 
Commissioner McConnell moved to adopt the resolution to recommend approval of 
Rezoning #24015 to rezone the Subject Property of Haslett Road from RR (Rural 
Residential) to RA (Single-family residential). Supported by Commissioner Scales. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 

C. SUP #24017 – Herbana Adult Use Marijuana 
 

Principal Planner Shorkey reviewed the agenda item. 
 
Commissioner Brooks moved to adopt the resolution to recommend approval of SUP 
#24017 to construct an adult use marijuana retailer at 2119A Haslett Rd, Haslett, MI 
48840. Supported by Commissioner Scales. Motion passed unanimously. 

 
9. OTHER BUSINESS 
 

A. Corridor Approvement Authority Appointment 
 
Principal Planner Shorkey informed the Commission that it is not mandated that a 
Planning Commissioner sit on the Corridor Approvement Authority, it is instead at the 
discretion of the Planning Commission to seat someone on that Board. 
 
Chair Shrewsbury asked that staff include her on the agenda distribution list so that she 
can arrange to have a Commissioner attend if there is an agenda item that the 
Commission feels the need to address. 
 

10. REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

A. Township Board Update 
 
Principal Planner Shorkey had nothing to report 
 

B. Liaison Reports 
 

Commissioner Scales asked Principal Planner Shorkey to ensure that the Brownfield 
Redevelopment Authority include him in communications. 
 
Commissioner Brooks reported that the Zoning Board of Appeals approved the items 
presented to them at the June 26th meeting. 
 

11. PROJECT UPDATES 
 

A. Project Report 
 

Principal Planner Shorkey highlighted the updates to the report. 
 
Commissioner Scales asked for the status of the Village of Okemos development. Principal 
Planner Shorkey answered that it is still under site plan review. 
 

12. PUBLIC REMARKS 
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Chair Shrewsbury opened public remarks at 8:53 
 
Debra Major, Township resident, thanked the Commission for their consideration of public 
comments regarding REZ #24013. 
 
Chair Shrewsbury closed public remarks at 8:54 

 
13. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

 
Commissioner Blumer and Commissioner McConnell thanked the community for their 
thoughtful input on the issue of REZ #24013. Commissioner McConnell also stated that character 
attacks aimed at applicants are inappropriate in discussions; Chair Shrewsbury concurred. 
 
Commissioner Scales announced the Meridian Pride event on August 10th. Commissioner Scales 
also commented that there is a transparency issue surrounding discussions involving all sides of 
an issue and that the Commission should make efforts to invite all parties. 
 

14. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Chair Shrewsbury called for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:02 pm 
 
Commissioner McConnell moved to adjourn the July 8, 2024 regular meeting of the 
Planning Commission. Seconded by Commissioner Brooks. Motion passed unanimously. 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 
REGULAR MEETING PLANNING COMMISSION  
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos MI 48864-1198 
517.853.4000, Township Hall Room 
Monday, June 24, 2024, 6:30 pm 
 
PRESENT: Chair Shrewsbury, Vice-Chair Snyder, Commissioners Brooks, McConnell, Romback, 

and Scales 

ABSENT: Commissioner Blumer 

STAFF: Principal Planner Brian Shorkey 

 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Chair Shrewsbury called the June 24, 2024, regular meeting for the Meridian Township Planning 
Commission to order at 6:52 pm. 
 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
Chair Shrewsbury called the roll of the Board. All board members were present except 
Commissioner Blumer. 
 
 

3. PUBLIC REMARKS 
Chair Shrewsbury opened public remarks at 6:53 pm 
 
Wayne Popard, Township resident, spoke in opposition to REZ #24013. 
 
Joel Major, Township resident, spoke in opposition to REZ #24013. 
 
Deborah Major, Township resident, spoke in opposition to REZ #24013. 
 
David Kloc, Township resident, spoke in opposition to REZ #24013. 
 
Kris Kloc, Township resident, spoke in opposition to REZ #24013. 
 
Michael McIntosh, Township resident, spoke in opposition to REZ #24013. 
 
Jeanette Feintuch, Township resident, spoke in opposition to REZ #24013. 
 
Bradley Shaw, Township resident, spoke in opposition to REZ #24013. 
 
 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Commissioner Scales moved to approve the June 24, 2024, regular Planning Commission 
meeting agenda. Seconded by Vice-Chair Snyder. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Commissioner Brooks moved to approve the Minutes of the June 10, 2024, Planning 
Commission Regular Meeting as amended with the corrected typos. Seconded by 
Commissioner McConnell. Motion passed unanimously. 
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6. COMMUNICATIONS 
A. Gia McIntosh re: REZ #24013 
B. Dave Bueche re: REZ #24013 (email) 
C. Guy Davis re: REZ #24013 (email) 
D. Bob Westrate re: REZ #24013 (email) 

 
 
7. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Principal Planner Shorkey gave an overview of the Public Hearing process.  
 

A. REZ #24015 – Copper Creek Phase 5 
 

Chair Shrewsbury opened the Public Hearing. 
 
Principal Planner Shorkey explained the project submitted for REZ 
 
Joseph Schroeder, representative for the applicant, answered the Commissioner’s 
questions. 
 
Robert Barkham, Williamstown Township resident, spoke 
 
Chair Shrewsbury closed the public hearing. By voice vote, the Planning Commission 
indicated support for the application. 
 

B. SUP #24017 – Herbana Adult Use Marijuana 
 
Chair Shrewsbury opened the public hearing. 
 
Principal Planner Shorkey explained the project submitted for SUP.  
 
Ben Joffe, representative for the applicant, answered the Commissioner’s questions. 
 
Chair Shrewsbury closed the public hearing. By voice vote, the Planning Commission 
indicated support for the application. 
 
 

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

A. TA #24313 – Sec. 36-377 – RN – Village of Nemoka Ordinance Update 
 
Principal Planner Shorkey gave an overview of the process that has occurred regarding this 
Text Amendment. 
 
Commissioner Brooks asked that the resolution language be corrected to reflect the current 
Supervisor’s name. 
 
Commissioner McConnell moved to adopt the resolution recommending approval of 
Zoning Amendment #2024-06 in accordance with the revised draft ordinance 
language. Supported by Vice-Chair Snyder. Motion passed unanimously. 
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B. SUP #24012 – Consumers Transfer Station (Rutherford Drive) 

 
Principal Planner Shorkey gave an overview of the process that has occurred regarding this 
permit to date and stated that this will proceed to site plan approval. 
 
Vice-chair Snyder moved to adopt the attached resolution approving Special Use 
Permit #24012, a request to construct a natural gas regulator station on the property 
on the northeast corner of Lake Lansing Road and Rutherford Drive. Supported by 
Commissioner McConnell. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

 
9. OTHER BUSINESS 

 
A. Resolution of Appreciation – James McCurtis 

 
Commissioner Scales read the Resolution of Appreciation for Commissioner James 
McCurtis for Outstanding Public Service. 
 
Commissioner Scales moved to approve the Resolution of Appreciation for 
Commissioner James McCurtis for Outstanding Public Service. Supported by Vice-
Chair Snyder. Motion passed unanimously. 

 
B. Corridor Approvement Authority Appointment 

 
Commissioner Brooks explained the functions of the Corridor Approvement Authority 
and the expectations of the Planning Commission Liaison to that board. 
 
Commissioners discussed the appointment and decided to postpone the selection until 
the next meeting. 
 
 

10. REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

A. Township Board Update 
 
Principal Planner Shorkey reported that the Township Board approved the marihuana 
retail permit for DVNK in the Zone 3 Recreational overlay area. 
 

B. Liaison Reports 
 

Commissioner Scales reported that he attended the Juneteenth Celebration. 
 
 

11. PROJECT UPDATES 
 

A. Project Report 
 

Principal Planner Shorkey had no changes to the report. 
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Principal Planner Shorkey informed the Commission that there were no new applications 
for the July 22nd regular meeting. Principal Planner Shorkey asked the Commission if they 
wanted a meeting to discuss planning topics or if they would like to cancel the meeting. 
 
After discussion, the Planning Commission indicated that they would like to schedule a 
discussion meeting. Chair Shrewsbury said that she would appreciate the opportunity and 
asked Commissioners to share topics to discuss with Principal Planner Shorkey. 
 

12. PUBLIC REMARKS 
Chair Shrewsbury opened public remarks at 8:36 
 
Chair Shrewsbury closed public remarks at 8:36 

 
13. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

Commissioner McConnell summarized the comments regarding REZ #24013 and spoke about 
the historical land use of the property. Commissioner McConnell elaborated that the parcel was 
likely well drained in the first place and suitable for building upon. Chair Shrewsbury clarified 
that property owners are permitted to develop their property in accordance to the zoning 
regulations. Commissioner Scales reminded the Commissioners that they are permitted to 
discuss resident concerns with property owners who are planning developments. 
 
Vice-chair Snyder and Commissioner Brooks asked staff for a synopsis of discussions regarding 
REZ #24013. 
 
Commissioner Brooks asked staff if there is a plan that addresses walkability and sidewalk 
maintenance.  Principal Planner Shorkey clarified that Township-owned sidewalks are classified 
as pathways and that there is a map that shows existing and proposed Pathway routes. Principal 
Planner Shorkey said that the map could be part of a new Bike Plan and that neighborhood 
sidewalks are not necessarily part of the Pathway system. 
 
Commissioner Brooks asked staff for more information regarding the ratio of rental-occupied to 
owner-occupied properties. Principal Planner Shorkey stated that he will look for information 
for the Commission. 
 
 

14. ADJOURNMENT 
Chair Shrewsbury called for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:59 pm 
 
Commissioner Brooks moved to adjourn the June 24, 2024 regular meeting of the 
Planning Commission. Seconded by Commissioner Scales. Motion passed unanimously. 
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