
  
 

 

 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INTRODUCTIONS 
3. ROLL CALL 

4. PRESENTATION 
5. CITIZENS ADDRESS AGENDA ITEMS AND NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

6. TOWNSHIP MANAGER REPORT 
7. BOARD MEMBER REPORTS OF ACTIVITIES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

8. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

9. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Communications 

B. Minutes-April 13, 2021 Virtual Regular Board Meeting 

C. Bills 

D. Ratification of New Police Officer Appointments 
 

10. QUESTIONS FOR THE ATTORNEY 

11. HEARINGS (CANARY) 

12. ACTION ITEMS (PINK) 

A. Zoning Amendment #21010 (Township Board) amend the Code of Ordinances to require 
Township Board approval of a special use permit for motor vehicle sales and service 
establishments and automobile dealerships in the C-2 and C-3 (Commercial) zoning district-
Final Adoption 

B. Acceptance of  Lansing Economic Area Partnership (LEAP) Public Art Grant 

C. Final Plat #17012 (Powell Road Holding LLC) Silverstone Estates 

D. Powell Road Public Road Improvement SAD #43- Resolution #4  
E. Resolution Celebrating Asian American Pacific Islander Month 

 
13. BOARD DISCUSSION ITEMS (ORCHID) 

A. Special Use Permit #18091 (Newton Pointe, LLC) request for an extension of the special use 
permit for the square footage of buildings at Newton Place, 6276 Newton Road 
 

14. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

15. OTHER MATTERS AND BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

16. CLOSED SESSION-Move to go into closed session to discuss the township attorney’s confidential 
written legal opinion concerning the Lansing Board of Water and Light Franchise Fee 

 

17. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

All comments limited to 3 minutes, unless prior approval for additional time for good cause is obtained from the Supervisor. 
Appointment of Supervisor Pro Tem and/ or Temporary Clerk if necessary. 

 

Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the Meridian Township Board by contacting: 
Township Manager Frank L. Walsh, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864 or 517.853.4258 - Ten Day Notice is Required. 
Meeting Location: 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Ml 48864 Township Hall (VIRTUAL MEETING) 

 
 

Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN                                  
TOWNSHIP BOARD – VIRTUAL MEETING 

May 6, 2021 6:00 PM 
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From: Kati Adams
To: Derek Perry; LuAnn Maisner; Deborah Guthrie; Brad Bach
Cc: Jane Greenway; Emma Campbell; Larry Bobb
Subject: Davis-Foster Preserve - sod piles
Date: Friday, April 16, 2021 4:43:37 PM

Good afternoon. I know there has been a lot of concern throughout today regarding the massive
piles of sod on the Davis-Foster Preserve. I went and took a look at it and contacted Brett with ICRC.
He confirmed that it is part of the current drain project there and he apologized for the location of
the piles. His crew was instructed to pile it next to the drain, but they didn’t. He said it will be moved
next week, but it will still be piles of sod in that vicinity until they finish that project. It is being used
for building a slope while they extend the pipe another 30 feet in from the road. I do not have a
projected completion date at this time.
 
Hope that makes sense and eases everyone’s minds. Let me know if you have any questions.
 
Thank you,
 
 
 
Kati Adams
Park and Land Preservation Superintendent
kadams@meridian.mi.us
W 517.853.4616 | HNC 517.349.3866
3998 Van Atta Rd | Okemos, MI 48864
meridian.mi.us
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From: Yingxin Zhou
To: juliebrixie@house.mi.gov; Dan Opsommer
Cc: Board; Patricia Herring Jackson; Kathy Ann Sundland; Courtney Wisinski; board@okemosk12.net; John Hood;

cooksl@haslett.k12.mi.us; TAMMY LEMMER; wheeleca@haslett.k12.mi.us
Subject: Recreational marihuana businesses in Meridian Township (Opposition)
Date: Saturday, April 17, 2021 1:47:18 PM

Dear Rep. Brixie,
 
I’m a resident in Okemos.  I sent you a correspondence on Feb 21, 2021 expressing
strong opposition to opting in to recreational marihuana businesses in Meridian
township but hasn’t heard back from you or your office.
 
We have placed our trust in elected officials including you.  I hope you could put
community first and not put special interest before local residents’ interest.
 
Sincerely,
 
Yingxin Zhou
2565 Sophiea Pkwy
Okemos, MI 48864
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From: Cindy Liu
To: Board
Cc: Haibiao Zhang
Subject: Rezoning 21040
Date: Sunday, April 18, 2021 12:49:32 AM

Hi, 

Can you please send us the detailed documents regarding Rezoning #21040 (Okemos IL-AL
Investors, LLC)?  Will they keep the detention pond?  What's the plan for the 16 feet tall 
fence and trees?  Any lot map?  Thanks. 

Cindy 

mailto:cindyliu66ps@gmail.com
mailto:Board@meridian.mi.us
mailto:haibiao.zhang@gmail.com


From: Yangfan (Phoebe) Liu
To: Board
Subject: Against commercial recreational marijuana
Date: Monday, April 19, 2021 6:14:11 PM

Hell township board,

As residents of Meridian township with two children, we view this place as our home and our
children's place to be brought up and educated. We don't see any benefits commercia
marijuana stores can bring to this town of residency and education, not even financially.
Instead, we see potential threatening to the safety and peace. This is also a direction that the
board promised not going previously. Therefore, we are strongly against the idea of allowing
commercial recreational marijuana stores in the township. This type of decision should be
made based on the preference of all the residents, instead of that of the people from the
marijuana business.

Thanks.

Yangfan Liu & Yuying Xie
2165 Long Leaf Trl, Okemos, MI 48864

mailto:liu.yangfan@gmail.com
mailto:Board@meridian.mi.us




From: Sally Jordan
To: Board
Subject: Recreational Marijuana license in Meridian township
Date: Tuesday, April 20, 2021 2:06:35 PM

Meridian township members,

I am Sally Jordan Wiggins. I live in Meridian township. I have worked as a nurse in oncology. I was Okemos school
Nurse about 12 years ago. I currently work as private duty nurse at Maxim Health Care. We provide nursing
services for children who qualify under Medicaid guidelines.
I am communicating in regards to the recreational marijuana license being considered for Meridian township. I am
NOT in favor of Adult recreational marijuana business in Meridian township for several reasons:
1 Just like COVID 19, if it is IN the community it affects EVERYONE. Please do not be so naive and flip that adult 
use only affects adults.
2 Recreational adult  marijuana use affects EVERYONE  in the community including CHILDREN.
3 This can be seen with other dangerous products like cigarettes, alcohol and guns putting children and others at
risk. We do not need to add products  to the list!
4 During this time of pandemic Adults and children are under more stress. Children are at home where they could be
EXPOSED TO ADULT MARIJUANA USE. This second hand smoke or access to UNINTENDED use of
Marijuana is dangerous to children and others in the home.
5 Marijuana smoke is unhealthy for the anyone’s lungs.
6 Marijuana changes the structure of the brain.
7 Many families will want to raise children in communities free from dangerous products. That may mean leaving
the township or just never coming in the first place.
8 Traffic will  increase in the township  from other areas to purchase.
9 No valid test for driving under the influence of Marijuana like there is for alcohol.
10 I worked on a research oncology unit in a teaching hospital in Memphis Tennessee. We had patients from all
over the USA and the world including London and China.The oncology doctors preferred drug for nausea and
anxiety is Ativan. Oxycodone is the preferred drug for cancer pain. Marijuana pills were rarely prescribed, usually 
at patient request without problems.
This is a major change to the community. I believe it should be put to a VOTE. I have easily collected many
signatures to put it on the August ballot. I have found that many are ANGRY that this significant issue should be
decided only by the board. Many feel that if the board passes this issue without a community vote this board should
be REPLACED.
I was successful with the Okemos school board several years ago when I spearheaded the  campaign to STOP the
group pushing for small class sizes.
Many in the community know and respect me as  a parent of two Okemos school graduates, Okemos school nurse,
Girl Scout leader and Parish education director.
I know this community. Marijuana business in Meridian township is NOT an accurate reflection of this community.

Sally Jordan Wiggins
3672 E Hiawatha
Okemos Mi
48864

Sent from my iPad

mailto:sajwiggins@att.net
mailto:Board@meridian.mi.us


april 24th 9:30 -12 pm

april 10th 11 am - 1:30 pm
trailblazers workday

april 17th 9:30 - 12 pm

"Join the meridian conservation

corps this month and make

everyday earth day!"

#earthmonth with the corps!

pull spring invasive species

at Hillbrook Park

april 3rd 9:30am - 12pm Stewardship saturday 

help spruce up trails at

foster-crouse preserve

Pull spring invasives at

Ted Black Woods

Earth day cleanup at Tihart-
cornell wetland

email ecampbell@meridian.mi.us or call 517.853.4614

1:30 - 3 pm
Earthy day gm pull at harris

nature center



From: The Office of Senator Hertel
To: LuAnn Maisner
Cc: Board
Subject: Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Project Approval
Date: Wednesday, April 21, 2021 3:45:40 PM

Good afternoon,
 
I am writing to make you aware that the Michigan State Senate voted to pass House Bill 4469,
legislation to provide funding for Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund projects.
 
I am pleased to report that the Meridian Charter Township, Michigan State University to Lake
Lansing Trail
Hub acquisition was approved under this legislation. This legislation will now head to the Governor’s
desk, where she is expected to sign it.
  
The Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) projects are essential to our communities as
they are developments that protect natural resources, encourage walkability in urban communities,
study and maintain our state’s natural ecosystems, and further invest in our trails and greenways.
Michigan’s natural environment has been protected and enhanced through MNRTF projects, and I
will continue to advocate for similar projects throughout our communities in the future.
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns, or if I may ever be of any
assistance to you.
 
Sincerely,
 
Curtis Hertel, Jr.
State Senator
District 23
 

mailto:SenCHertel@senate.michigan.gov
mailto:maisner@meridian.mi.us
mailto:Board@meridian.mi.us


From: LuAnn Maisner
To: The Office of Senator Hertel
Cc: Board; Ami Van Antwerp; Amanda Lick; Mark Stephens (steph143@msu.edu); Mary Farris; MIKE MCDONALD
Subject: RE: Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Project Approval
Date: Wednesday, April 21, 2021 4:15:15 PM

Dear Senator Hertel,
This is great news!  Thank you so much for this notification and for your continued support of Parks
and Recreation!  We look forward to moving forward with our land acquisition project as soon as our
grant agreement is executed.
 
Sincerely,
 
LuAnn Maisner, CPRP
Director of Parks and Recreation
517-853-4604
 

From: The Office of Senator Hertel <SenCHertel@senate.michigan.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 21, 2021 3:46 PM
To: LuAnn Maisner <maisner@meridian.mi.us>
Cc: Board <Board@meridian.mi.us>
Subject: Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Project Approval
 
Good afternoon,
 
I am writing to make you aware that the Michigan State Senate voted to pass House Bill 4469,
legislation to provide funding for Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund projects.
 
I am pleased to report that the Meridian Charter Township, Michigan State University to Lake
Lansing Trail
Hub acquisition was approved under this legislation. This legislation will now head to the Governor’s
desk, where she is expected to sign it.
  
The Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) projects are essential to our communities as
they are developments that protect natural resources, encourage walkability in urban communities,
study and maintain our state’s natural ecosystems, and further invest in our trails and greenways.
Michigan’s natural environment has been protected and enhanced through MNRTF projects, and I
will continue to advocate for similar projects throughout our communities in the future.
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns, or if I may ever be of any
assistance to you.
 
Sincerely,
 
Curtis Hertel, Jr.
State Senator

mailto:maisner@meridian.mi.us
mailto:SenCHertel@senate.michigan.gov
mailto:Board@meridian.mi.us
mailto:vanantwerp.ami@gmail.com
mailto:amanda.lick@gmail.com
mailto:steph143@msu.edu
mailto:farrism291@me.com
mailto:macmeridian@comcast.net


 
 

The community of Meridian Township is in close proximity to the Michigan State Capitol and Michigan State University. The Township 
serves the community through exceptional services, beneficial amenities and an outstanding quality of life. It is a welcoming community 
that celebrates quality education, recreation and lifestyles. 
 

  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
April 21, 2021 

 
CONTACT: Rick Grillo, Lieutenant 

517.853.4800 | grillo@meridian.mi.us 

 

Meridian Township Police Investigate Motor Vehicle Crash  
Fatal Injuries 

 
Meridian Township, MI — On April 17, 2021 at 1:22 p.m., Meridian Township Police were 

dispatched to Mt. Hope Road and Maumee Drive in Meridian Township for a two-vehicle 

crash with multiple people injured.  The crash occurred when a vehicle that was traveling 

westbound on Mt. Hope Road collided with another vehicle that was pulling out of Glendale 

Cemetery.  The driver and passengers of both vehicles were wearing seat belts. 

Meridian Township Police were informed on April 21, 2021 at 6:40 a.m. one of the victims, 

70 year-old Linda Merwin of Mason, died as a result of injuries sustained in the crash. 

The Meridian Township Police Department were assisted by the Michigan State University 

Police, Ingham County Sheriff’s Office, and the Lansing Police Department.  

The investigation of this case is ongoing. Anyone who has information regarding this incident 

is requested to contact the Meridian Township Police Department at 517.853.4800, or 

submit an anonymous tip through the Department’s social media sites. 

### 
 

 
 

 

 



From: Lou Porter
To: Board
Subject: Speed limit on Mt Hope Between Hagadorn and Chippewa and Okemos Road and Chippewa
Date: Thursday, April 22, 2021 3:50:59 PM

Members of the Board:
 

There have been several serious accidents on Mt. Hope between Hagadorn
and Okemos Road with the most recent on Saturday April 17th resulting in a fatality. 
There are at least two places on Mt Hope where the line of sight is significantly
limited.  In the accident last Saturday the driver was exiting Glendale Cemetery and
was hit by a car proceeding westward on Mt. Hope.  The line of sight there is very
restricted  The other restricted line of sight is just west of Comanche.  Both making a
right turn traveling east onto Mt. Hope from a red light, and turning left onto
Comanche when traveling west, present risks of collision due to the restricted line of
sight there.
 

There are several different approaches that could be taken to lessen that risk,
from increased enforcement of the speed limit, to an additional speed limit sign further
up Mt Hope from Okemos Road, to lowering the speed limit to 35 mph consistently
from Okemos Rd to Hagadorn.
 

I’m aware that the township board may petition the county road commission or
the department of state police for a proposed change in the speed limit on a street.  I
request that the board undertake steps to have a new traffic and engineering study
conducted regarding the speed limit on Mt Hope between Hagadorn and Chippewa
(where the speed limit currently changes from 45 mph 35 mph) to determine whether
a reduction to a consistent 35 mph is warranted or whether additional signage or
approaches should be considered to reduce the number of accidents. 

 
Respectfully submitted,
 
Louis Porter
2587 Woodhill Dr.
Okemos

mailto:lporter@louporter.com
mailto:Board@meridian.mi.us


 
 

The community of Meridian Township is in close proximity to the Michigan State Capitol and Michigan State University. The Township 
serves the community through exceptional services, beneficial amenities and an outstanding quality of life. It is a welcoming community 
that celebrates quality education, recreation and lifestyles. 
 

  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
April 22, 2021 

 
CONTACT: LuAnn Maisner, Parks and Recreation Director 

517.853.4604 | maisner@meridian.mi.us 

 

Meridian Township Awarded Public Art – Artist Entrepreneurs Grant 
Township Receives $10,000 in Grant Funding to Enhance Business and Talent Attraction 

 
Meridian Township, MI – Meridian Township was recently awarded a $10,000 Public Art Grant from 

Lansing Economic Area Partnership (LEAP) with support from the PNC Foundation.  

LEAP announced its continued investment in public art and artist entrepreneurship Wednesday, 
April 21, by awarding $20,000 for public art to Meridian Township and one other local community 
through its Public Art for Communities (PAFC) grant program. A record-high number of applications 
were submitted, which indicates the region’s robust culture surrounding placemaking and public art. 
Public art will help the Township and Lansing region to compete for business and, especially, talent 
moving forward. 
 
“We want to thank LEAP for their support of this project. This funding will allow us the opportunity 
to engage local artists to create a prominent piece of artwork that is reflective of our heritage and 
will be enjoyed by generations to come,” stated Amanda Lick, Meridian Township Park Commission 
Chair.  
 
With this Public Art Grant, Meridian Township will be able to add a signature art installation at the 
heart of its new and active Farmers’ Market venue, Marketplace on the Green, located at 1995 Central 
Park Drive near the Meridian Mall.  
 
“On behalf of the people of Meridian Township I am very pleased that our Marketplace on the Green 

was selected by LEAP for a public art grant,” stated Meridian Township Supervisor Ronald J. 

Styka.  “Meridian is a prime community because of its neighborhoods, schools and businesses. Public 

art works enhance a community’s quality of life.  Art makes a community more than just a place to 

live or work, it gives it character.” 

Meridian Township will launch a public Request for Proposals to seek artist submissions with the 
goal to complete the installation by fall 2021. Bids for this project will be due by 3:00 pm Thursday, 
May 20, 2021. For additional information, please visit the Meridian Township website at 
www.meridian.mi.us/bids or contact LuAnn Maisner, Parks and Recreation Director by emailing 
maisner@meridian.mi.us. 
 

### 
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The community of Meridian Township is in close proximity to the Michigan State Capitol and Michigan State University. The Township 

serves the community through exceptional services, beneficial amenities and an outstanding quality of life. It is a welcoming community 

that celebrates quality education, recreation and lifestyles. 

  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

April 22, 2021 

 

CONTACT: Frank L. Walsh, Township Manager 

517.853.4254 | walsh@meridian.mi.us  

Meridian Township Police Use of Force Incident Investigation Completed 

Findings and Video to Be Released During a Virtual Press Conference 

 

Meridian Township, MI – Meridian Township officials will hold a virtual press conference via Zoom 

on Friday, April 23 at 11:00 am to release all materials from the criminal investigation and the 

independent external review relating to a retail fraud and an assault of a police officer that took place 

last month. On March 12, Township officials released a statement to the public and media regarding 

this incident and investigation.   

 

On March 10, the Meridian Township Police Department responded to a retail fraud complaint which 

escalated into an assault of a police officer. After a physical altercation, an arrest was made. The arrest 

was captured on video by a citizen. The citizen provided a copy of the video to Meridian Township 

Police officials. Due to the nature of the arrest, Meridian Township officials sought a criminal review 

by the Michigan State Police and the Ingham County Prosecutor’s Office. In addition, the Township 

retained retired Commander of the Michigan State Police Professional Standards Section, Twana 

Powell, to provide an external, unbiased review on the use of force in this arrest. Retired Commander 

Powell’s vast 25 years of law enforcement experience is widely viewed as an expert in police 

misconduct. 

 

Following through on the Township’s commitment of transparency, officials are prepared to release 

the citizen’s video, police officer body camera video, the Ingham County Prosecutor’s memorandum 

of findings and retired Commander Powell’s findings at a virtual press conference:   

 

Friday, April 23 at 11:00 am via Zoom 

https://zoom.us/join 

Webinar ID: 836 8827 2762 

Passcode: 5178534000 

 

The media and public are welcome to attend live directly on Zoom. Township officials will respond 

to questions from the media. HOMTV will be providing live coverage of the press conference, viewers 

can watch on Comcast Channel 21, www.homtv.net, HOMTV Facebook and HOMTV YouTube.  

For those media outlets who request a copy of the findings ahead of the press conference, written 

documents will be supplied through email no earlier than 9:00 am on Friday, April 23. Media outlets 

can request the documents by emailing the Meridian Township Communications Department at 

communications@meridian.mi.us. Following the press conference, the documents and press 

conference recording will be posted to the Meridian Township website at www.meridian.mi.us.    

For questions or more information regarding this matter, please contact Meridian Township 

Manager Frank L. Walsh at walsh@meridian.mi.us or 517.853.4254. 

 

### 



 

 

The community of Meridian Township is in close proximity to the Michigan State Capitol and Michigan State University. The Township 

serves the community through exceptional services, beneficial amenities and an outstanding quality of life. It is a welcoming community 

that celebrates quality education, recreation and lifestyles. 

  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

April 22, 2021 

 

CONTACT: Frank L. Walsh, Township Manager 

517.853.4254 | walsh@meridian.mi.us  

Meridian Township Police Use of Force Incident Investigation Completed 

Findings and Video to Be Released During a Virtual Press Conference 

 

Meridian Township, MI – Meridian Township officials will hold a virtual press conference via Zoom 

on Friday, April 23 at 11:00 am to release all materials from the criminal investigation and the 

independent external review relating to a retail fraud and an assault of a police officer that took place 

last month. On March 12, Township officials released a statement to the public and media regarding 

this incident and investigation.   

 

On March 10, the Meridian Township Police Department responded to a retail fraud complaint which 

escalated into an assault of a police officer. After a physical altercation, an arrest was made. The arrest 

was captured on video by a citizen. The citizen provided a copy of the video to Meridian Township 

Police officials. Due to the nature of the arrest, Meridian Township officials sought a criminal review 

by the Michigan State Police and the Ingham County Prosecutor’s Office. In addition, the Township 

retained retired Commander of the Michigan State Police Professional Standards Section, Twana 

Powell, to provide an external, unbiased review on the use of force in this arrest. Retired Commander 

Powell’s vast 25 years of law enforcement experience is widely viewed as an expert in police 

misconduct. 

 

Following through on the Township’s commitment of transparency, officials are prepared to release 

the citizen’s video, police officer body camera video, the Ingham County Prosecutor’s memorandum 

of findings and retired Commander Powell’s findings at a virtual press conference:   

 

Friday, April 23 at 11:00 am via Zoom 

https://zoom.us/join 

Webinar ID: 836 8827 2762 

Passcode: 5178534000 

 

The media and public are welcome to attend live directly on Zoom. Township officials will respond 

to questions from the media. HOMTV will be providing live coverage of the press conference, viewers 

can watch on Comcast Channel 21, www.homtv.net, HOMTV Facebook and HOMTV YouTube.  

For those media outlets who request a copy of the findings ahead of the press conference, written 

documents will be supplied through email no earlier than 9:00 am on Friday, April 23. Media outlets 

can request the documents by emailing the Meridian Township Communications Department at 

communications@meridian.mi.us. Following the press conference, the documents and press 

conference recording will be posted to the Meridian Township website at www.meridian.mi.us.    

For questions or more information regarding this matter, please contact Meridian Township 

Manager Frank L. Walsh at walsh@meridian.mi.us or 517.853.4254. 

 

### 



From: Okelly, Barbara Ann
To: Board
Subject: Fw: Speed and accidents on Mt. Hope Road
Date: Friday, April 23, 2021 9:58:40 AM

Greetings. The issues below may be of interest to the Board. 

Thank you for your service,

Barbara O'Kelly (she/her)
2576 Woodhill Dr.
Okemos, MI 48864
    517-333-8940

From: Okelly, Barbara Ann
Sent: Wednesday, April 21, 2021 8:55 PM
To: WConklin@ingham.org <WConklin@ingham.org>
Cc: Mark Polsdofer <MPolsdofer@ingham.org>; danielopsommer@gmail.com
<danielopsommer@gmail.com>; Jennifer Banks <jeniferbanks25@gmail.com>; Mary ann And John
Larzalere <malarz@aol.com>; Jean Tsao <jeanitsao@gmail.com>; Briggs, Betty <briggsb@msu.edu>;
Rivera, Diana <dianar@msu.edu>; Elaine Cal... <ecal123.ec@gmail.com>; Calantone, Roger
<rogercal@broad.msu.edu>; Carol Levin <levinc@gmail.com>; Lou Porter <ljporter2@comcast.net>;
slfeldman@comcast.net <slfeldman@comcast.net>; Peggy Malovrh
<margaret.malovrh@gmail.com>; Mary Anne Adams <MarybelleMI@aol.com>; Anne Hansen
<invested5@aol.com>; Rich Spreng <richspreng@gmail.com>; Thadd Gormas
<thaddgormas@gmail.com>; Michelle Gormas <michellegormas@gmail.com>; Joan King
<kingjoan8363@gmail.com>; Amy Payne <amypayne68@gmail.com>; John Gustafson
<jgustafson@hotmail.com>; Etta Abrahams <etta1225@gmail.com>; dan.shimkos@sbcglobal.net
<dan.shimkos@sbcglobal.net>; Maggie <mshimkos@sbcglobal.net>
Subject: Speed and accidents on Mt. Hope Road
 
Dear Mr. Conklin:

As you probably know, there was a serious auto accident Saturday at the intersection
of Mt. Hope and Maumee. A few weeks ago there was one at our corner, Mt. Hope
and Comanche. Assuming that the 
radar speed detection signs occasionally posted on Mt. Hope record the speeds
detected, I suspect that they have shown consistent excess speeds in both the zones
from Okemos Road to Chippewa and Chippewa to Hagadorn.

I've taken an informal survey of residents of Woodhill Drive regarding traffic on Mt.
Hope, and we have a number of recommendations that we hope the Road
Department will act on. Your feedback on these would be greatly appreciated.

mailto:okelly@msu.edu
mailto:Board@meridian.mi.us


1) Please post a radar speed detector more frequently on west-bound Mt. Hope.
Please also put of a sign with the posted speed limit above the detector,
because...

2) I believe that the current single sign informing drivers of the 35 mph limit on west-
bound Mt. Hope is located too close to Okemos Road. It's my observation that that
speed limit is seldom honored, and I believe part of the problem is that drivers
entering Mt. Hope are still fully occupied with checking lane markers, rear traffic, etc.
to notice it--so the first speed limit sign routine drivers of the route see is the 45 mph
sign after Chippewa. I recommend moving the single sign further west on Mt.
Hope and/or installing a second sign at the intersection with Nakoma Drive.

3) We request additional enforcement of the existing speed limits. I am
forwarding this recommendation to Meridian Township, since I believe they are
responsible for this.

4) We request an engineering study of the current speed limit from Chippewa to
Hagadorn Roads. In view of the limited sight distances due to hills on the Chippewa-
Comanche stretch and the presence of the Montessori School west of Comanche, a
speed limit of 35 mph may be justified for the entire stretch of Okemos to Hagadorn
Roads. We also request that the study include evaluating the lighting at night at
the intersections on the route, especially at Comanche and Mt. Hope.

Thank you for your consideration,

Barbara O'Kelly (she/her)
2576 Woodhill Dr.
Okemos, MI 48864
    517-333-8940



From: Okelly, Barbara Ann
To: WConklin@ingham.org
Cc: Mark Polsdofer; Board; board@ingham.org
Subject: Mt. Hope traffic
Date: Saturday, April 24, 2021 12:00:30 PM

Dear Mr. Conklin:

Thank you for your response to my recent email. For some reason, it didn't get
to me directly, but Commissioner Polsdofer was kind enough to forward it to
me.

According to Michigan law (Section 257.628--thanks, Lou Porter), the speed
limit is set according to a combination of an engineering/safety study and the
85th percentile speed. The final speed limit must be at or above the 50th
percentile speed but may be lower than the 85th. Presumably the safety study
takes into account factors such as hidden intersections and limited sight
distances.
 
Could you please tell us the date of the most recent engineering/safety study
of Mt. Hope Road and how to get a copy of the results and conclusions?

Thank you,

Barbara O'Kelly (she/her)
2576 Woodhill Dr.
Okemos, MI 48864
    517-333-8940

From: Mark Polsdofer <MPolsdofer@ingham.org>
Sent: Friday, April 23, 2021 1:09 PM
To: Okelly, Barbara Ann <okelly@msu.edu>
Subject: Copy and Paste
 
Greetings All,
 

mailto:okelly@msu.edu
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mailto:board@ingham.org


Ingham County Road Department (ICRD) will review the placement of speed limit signs on Mt Hope
Road and adjust locations or add any signs found necessary.  
 
Mt Hope Road’s speed limit is 45 mph between Chippewa and Hagadorn (and further west), and 35
mph between Chippewa and Okemos Road.
 
Under Michigan law—Motor Vehicle Code (MVC), speed limits typically are/have been set by speed
studies typically based on the speed a super-majority, 85%, of drivers are measured to be travelling
at or below.  This enables enforcement to focus on the fastest 15% of drivers and promotes more
uniformity in vehicle travel speeds consistent with that most drivers feel is reasonable—known as
platooning, which is found to be the safest way to set speed limits. 
 
To keep speed limits consistent for given conditions and compliant with MVC around the state, MVC
also requires the Michigan State Police (MSP) to agree with any proposed change in speed limits on
county roads.  As the existing speed limits are already set this way, MSP rarely agrees to any change,
unless there has been some obvious and significant change in traffic patterns or development along
the road, which there has not been on the subject portion of Mt Hope Road.   
 
The other items requested below, including public lighting, radar speed signs and enforcement, fall
under Meridian Township’s responsibility.  Thus, I have added Meridian Police Chief Ken Plaga,
Township Manager Frank Walsh, and Assistant Township Manager Derrick Perry to this response for
them to address those requests.
 
Feel free to let me know if there are any further questions for ICRD.
 
Bill Conklin, Managing Director,
Ingham County Road Department (ICRD)
Office:  517-676-9722

tel:517-676-9722


From: Cindy Liu
To: Mark Kieselbach; Haibiao Zhang; Board
Subject: Re: Rezoning 21040
Date: Monday, April 26, 2021 3:34:45 PM

Hi Mark,

Thank you so much for the information. 

We are opposed to the proposal of building a senior living community in that lot for the
following reasons:
1.  The senior living community likely will bring more ambulance and emergency traffic and
some will be at night, which will be very disturbing since our property is right next to it and
the previous developer had cut down all the trees.   Other options may be better, such as
daycare or professional offices, or regular neighborhood.  
2. The rezoning notice is confusing: it says it wants to rezoning it to RA (Single family,
medium density).  But I was told the proposed senior living community will not be
single family homes, but multifamily buildings, which doesn't match the zoning description.

Thank you!

Cindy

On Mon, Apr 26, 2021 at 7:06 AM Mark Kieselbach <Kieselbach@meridian.mi.us> wrote:

Cindy,

The agenda and the memo for Rezoning #21040 are attached. The applicant indicated if the
property is rezoned they would like to develop a senior living community. At this point a site plan
is not required to be submitted. If the project does move ahead a special use permit would be
required subject to a public hearing and approval by the Planning Commission. A site plan would
be submitted for the special use permit.

Mark

 

Mark Kieselbach

Community Planning & Development Director

kieselbach@meridian.mi.us

W 517.853.4506

5151 Marsh Road | Okemos, MI 48864

meridian.mi.us
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From: Frank Walsh
To: Township Board
Subject: FW: Saturday 4/24
Date: Tuesday, April 27, 2021 9:32:44 AM

FYI
 
“Best Town in Michigan to Raise a Family” Newsweek Magazine 2021
 
“Best Small Town in Michigan to Live” Niche 2020
 
“Be Somebody that Makes Everybody Feel Like Somebody.”
 
Frank L. Walsh
Township Manager
walsh@meridian.mi.us
W 517.853.4258 | F 517.853.4251
5151 Marsh Road | Okemos, MI 48864
meridian.mi.us
 
From: Richard Grillo <grillo@meridian.mi.us> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 27, 2021 8:16 AM
To: Ken Plaga <plaga@meridian.mi.us>; Brad Bach <bach@meridian.mi.us>; Frank Walsh
<walsh@meridian.mi.us>
Subject: Fw: Saturday 4/24
 
On Saturday, April 24th Sgt. Tobias organized a volunteer opportunity for the officers
on his shift to help maintain a natural area at the dead-end of Margate and Horizon. 
The officers that volunteered to help were Velasquez, Dietz, Trevino, Kuhn, and
Alvarado.  All of these officers work night shift and, as we all know, it is very difficult to
have to get up at 8 am during the middle of your off days and do work.  They worked
for three hours and through the rain to complete the task and I never heard one of
them complain.  It was a job well done by all.   
 

From: Andrew Tobias <tobias@meridian.mi.us>
Sent: Monday, April 26, 2021 6:49 PM
To: Richard Grillo <grillo@meridian.mi.us>; Austin Dietz <dietz@meridian.mi.us>; Lorenzo Velasquez
<velasquez@meridian.mi.us>; Antonio Trevino <trevino@meridian.mi.us>; Jordan Kuhn
<kuhn@meridian.mi.us>; Sierra Alvarado <alvarado@meridian.mi.us>
Subject: Saturday 4/24
 
All,
 
I want to thank you all again with volunteering to help last Saturday. I know you all easily could fill
your off-time / Saturday mornings with other things, but it means a lot in many ways. It helps the

mailto:walsh@meridian.mi.us
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mailto:grillo@meridian.mi.us
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neighborhood group tasked with maintaining the green space, it allows the other volunteers to focus
on other efforts in that area, and, most importantly, it is important we participate with such
activities to partner with our community beyond simple police work.
 
Throughout the morning and afterwards I heard many times from Dave, Don, and Sandy, how
appreciative they were you all were helping, how hard / fast you all worked, and how grateful they
were to see young Officers continuing to help the community.
 
 
Thank You,
 
Andy T
 
Sgt Andrew Tobias #738
Meridian Township Police Department
5151 Marsh Rd Okemos MI 48864
W- (517) 853-4800  / F - (517) 853-4097
tobias@meridian.mi.us
 

mailto:tobias@meridian.mi.us


 
 

The community of Meridian Township is in close proximity to the Michigan State Capitol and Michigan State University. The Township 
serves the community through exceptional services, beneficial amenities and an outstanding quality of life. It is a welcoming community 
that celebrates quality education, recreation and lifestyles. 

  

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
April 27, 2021 

 
CONTACT: Tom Cary, Famers’ Market Manager 

517.712.2395 | farmers.market@meridian.mi.us 

 

Meridian Township Announces Spring/Summer Farmers’ Market  
New Season Offers Additional Farm, Food & Crafts Shopping Hours 

 
Meridian Township, MI – The Meridian Township Farmers’ Market will kick-off its Spring/Summer 
Seasons on Saturday, May 1, 2021 from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm at the Marketplace on the Green pavilion 
(1995 Central Park Drive).   
 
The Meridian Township Farmers’ Market hosts between 40 and 50 vendors throughout the season 
featuring hot, ready to eat foods, produce, meats, cheese, eggs, baked goods, breads, flower and veggie 
garden plants and so much more.  
 
“We are looking forward to a great year safely celebrating our local food, artisans and farms,” stated Tom 
Cary, Meridian Township Farmers’ Market Manager. “It will be the first full year at the Marketplace on 
the Green venue with many new and returning vendors. I think everyone is ready to get out in the open-
air and enjoy themselves, but remember we still require masks and social distancing.”  
 
The Market will be open every Saturday 8:00 am to 2:00 pm from May through October. Wednesday 
Market Days will be added in July. The Market accepts SNAP, DUFB, WIC Project Fresh, Senior Market 
Fresh and a new program called Capital Area Prescriptions for Health. Most vendors take credit cards. 
 
For more information, please contact Tom Cary, Meridian Township Farmers’ Market Manager at 
517.712.2395 or farmers.market.manager@gmail.com. For the latest vendor information and market 
updates, visit the Township website at www.meridian.mi.us/FarmersMarket or follow the Farmers’ 
Market on Facebook at www.facebook.com/MeridianTownshipFarmersMarket. 

 
### 
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ADOPTED – APRIL 27, 2021 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 5 

 

Introduced by the County Services Committee of the: 

 

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE CONTINUATION OF THE 

DECLARATION OF THE STATE OF EMERGENCY FOR THE 

COUNTY OF INGHAM 

 

RESOLUTION #21 – 219 

 

 

WHEREAS, on March 12, 2020, the County of Ingham sustained one of the first confirmed 

cases of COVID-19 within the State of Michigan; and 

 

WHEREAS, any widespread outbreak within the County of Ingham could hinder and/or cease 

most daily operations within the entire County and overwhelm Emergency Medical Services, 

Hospitals, and Urgent Cares; and 

 

WHEREAS, as of March 13, 2020 a State of Emergency was declared for Ingham County which 

was subsequently extended through April 30, 2021; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to extend the Declaration of the State of Emergency through May 31, 

2021. 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners, in 

accordance with Section 10 of 1976 PA 390, as amended, hereby declares that a “state of 

emergency” exists within our jurisdiction as of March 13, 2020, and that local resources and 

funding are being utilized to the fullest possible extent. The response and recovery elements of 

our emergency operations plan have been activated. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Declaration replaces the initial Declaration submitted 

on March 16, 2020 and all subsequent declarations submitted thereafter and will expire on May 

31, 2021.    

 

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Stivers, Celentino, Grebner, Sebolt, Slaughter, Peña, Naeyaert 

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  04/20/2021 



                Declaration of Local “State of Emergency" 
 

Submission date: April 28, 2021 
 
To: Deputy State Director of Emergency Management and Homeland Security – Emergency Management and Homeland Security 
Division, Michigan State Police; District (1) Emergency Management and Homeland Security Division Coordinator 
 
On March 12th, 2020, the County of Ingham sustained one of the first confirmed cases of COVID-19 within the State of Michigan. As a 
result of this on-going situation, and the uncertainty of the impact to the residents, school and daily “work” population, the following 
conditions exist: continued virus monitoring within the County of Ingham, State of Michigan, the United States, and Globally; heightened 
and strict response protocols for EMS, Law Enforcement and Public Works Departments within Ingham County when required to enter 
residences and for any interaction with the general public; face-to-face interactions between County employees and potential infected 
general public during daily business; district wide school closing and potential impact on parents. Any widespread outbreak within the 
County of Ingham could hinder and/or cease most daily operations within the entire County and overwhelm, Emergency Medical 
Services, Hospitals and Urgent Cares. Therefore, as the Commissioner of the County of Ingham, in accordance with Section 10 of 
1976 PA390, as amended, I hereby declare that a “state of emergency” exists within our jurisdiction as of March 13, 2020, and that 
local resources and funding are being utilized to the fullest possible extent. The response and recovery elements of our emergency 
operations plan have been activated. This Declaration replaces the original Declaration and will expire on May 31, 2021.  
 
Authorized by:    Bryan Crenshaw, Chairperson, Ingham County Board of Commissioner’s   
 
 
Signature: ______________________________ 
 
 

Submittal Instructions 
 
1. This declaration must be promptly forwarded (via the MI CIMS as an attachment to the EM Program Status board, or by email, facsimile, or LEIN as 

a backup only if the MI CIMS is inoperable or not accessible / available) to the Commanding Officer of the Emergency Management and Homeland 
Security Division, Michigan State Police (email address: MSP-EMHSD@michigan.gov; facsimile #: 517-284-3857; LEIN code: ELOP), and the appropriate 
MSP/EMHSD District Coordinator. 

  
2. If the MI CIMS is inoperable or not accessible / available and using email, facsimile, or LEIN will delay the information, the telephone should be used.  If 

telephone service is not available, radio may be used.  MI CIMS or hardcopy confirmation must be forwarded as soon as possible. 
  
3. A copy of this declaration should be kept on file with the local Clerk (County Clerk for counties; City or Township Clerk for municipal emergency management 

programs).   



 

 

  

Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

 

 
 

 
           April 29, 2021 

 

Dear Township Board members: 

 

The Community Resources Commission supports the proposed initiative regarding 

providing affordable broadband access throughout the Township.   

 

Access to the internet has become essential to performing necessary tasks including 

completing homework, working from home, applying for college or jobs, attending 

telehealth medical appointments, and accessing state and federal benefits, such as 

unemployment or the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program.  As a result, some 

households face significant barriers in completing basic steps to ensure their health, 

education, and well-being.   

 

According to U.S. Census data, there are approximately 2,000 Meridian Township 

households without internet service.  There is a strong correlation between access 

to internet service and income and education: an estimated 25.8% of households 

making less than $20,000 per year do not have internet service compared to 4.2% of 

households making more than $75,000 per year.  Similarly, 32.3% of households that 

have an educational attainment less than high school graduation do not have an 

internet subscription, compared to 2.1% of households having a bachelor’s degree 

or higher.   

 

The Meridian Township Community Resources Commission believes that affordable, 

reliable broadband is crucial for the wellbeing of the community and to advance 

equity among its populace. We fully endorse the Meridian Township broadband 

initiative. 

 

Thank you for your consideration.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Suzanne Brouse 

Chair 

Community Resources Commission 

Meridian Township 
5151 Marsh Road 
Okemos, MI 48864 
 

P 517.853.4000 

F 517.853.4096 

 
 
 
 
Township Board: 
 
Ronald J. Styka 
Township Supervisor 
 
Deborah Guthrie 
Township Clerk 
 
Phil Deschaine 
Township Treasurer 
 
Patricia Herring 
Jackson 
Township Trustee 
 
Dan Opsommer 
Township Trustee 
 
Kathy Ann Sundland 
Township Trustee 
 
Courtney Wisinski 
Township Trustee 
 
 
 
Frank L. Walsh 
Township Manager 
 
 
 
 



From: Darla Jackson
To: Deborah Guthrie
Cc: Frank Walsh; Robin Faust; Michelle Prinz
Subject: Letter to the Board from the CRC re: broadband
Date: Thursday, April 29, 2021 8:40:47 AM
Attachments: CRC letter to board re broadband.pdf

Good morning:
 
Attached is a letter from the CRC regarding broadband that I was hoping could be
included in the upcoming board packet.  Please let me know if you have any questions or
any additional steps need to be taken.
 
Thanks for your help.
 
 
 
Darla Jackson
Human Services Specialist
jackson@meridian.mi.us
Phone 517.853.4204
Fax 517.853.4251
5151 Marsh Road | Okemos, MI 48864
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           April 29, 2021 


 


Dear Township Board members: 


 


The Community Resources Commission supports the proposed initiative regarding 


providing affordable broadband access throughout the Township.   


 


Access to the internet has become essential to performing necessary tasks including 


completing homework, working from home, applying for college or jobs, attending 


telehealth medical appointments, and accessing state and federal benefits, such as 


unemployment or the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program.  As a result, some 


households face significant barriers in completing basic steps to ensure their health, 


education, and well-being.   


 


According to U.S. Census data, there are approximately 2,000 Meridian Township 


households without internet service.  There is a strong correlation between access 


to internet service and income and education: an estimated 25.8% of households 


making less than $20,000 per year do not have internet service compared to 4.2% of 


households making more than $75,000 per year.  Similarly, 32.3% of households that 


have an educational attainment less than high school graduation do not have an 


internet subscription, compared to 2.1% of households having a bachelor’s degree 


or higher.   


 


The Meridian Township Community Resources Commission believes that affordable, 


reliable broadband is crucial for the wellbeing of the community and to advance 


equity among its populace. We fully endorse the Meridian Township broadband 


initiative. 


 


Thank you for your consideration.   


 


Sincerely, 


 


 


 


Suzanne Brouse 


Chair 


Community Resources Commission 


Meridian Township 
5151 Marsh Road 
Okemos, MI 48864 
 


P 517.853.4000 


F 517.853.4096 


 
 
 
 
Township Board: 
 
Ronald J. Styka 
Township Supervisor 
 
Deborah Guthrie 
Township Clerk 
 
Phil Deschaine 
Township Treasurer 
 
Patricia Herring 
Jackson 
Township Trustee 
 
Dan Opsommer 
Township Trustee 
 
Kathy Ann Sundland 
Township Trustee 
 
Courtney Wisinski 
Township Trustee 
 
 
 
Frank L. Walsh 
Township Manager 
 
 
 
 







 
 

The community of Meridian Township is in close proximity to the Michigan State Capitol and Michigan State University. The Township 
serves the community through exceptional services, beneficial amenities and an outstanding quality of life. It is a welcoming community 
that celebrates quality education, recreation and lifestyles. 
 

  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
April 29, 2021 

 
CONTACT: Rick Grillo, Lieutenant 

517.853.4800 | grillo@meridian.mi.us 

 

Meridian Township Police Investigate Motor Vehicle Crash  
Single Vehicle Accident Resulted in Injury 

 
 

Meridian Township, MI — On April 28, 2021 at 8:13 p.m., Meridian Township Police were 

dispatched to Marsh Road and Franklin Street in Meridian Township for a single vehicle 

crash with one person injured.  Witnesses reported a vehicle traveling south on Marsh Road 

crossed over the northbound lanes of travel and struck a utility pole on the east side of the 

road.  The driver, a 61 year old male, sustained injuries and was transported to the hospital 

for treatment.  The driver was wearing his seatbelt at the time of the crash. 

The Meridian Township Police Department were assisted by the Michigan State University 

Police, Michigan State Police, and the Lansing Police Department.  

The investigation of this case is ongoing. Anyone who has information regarding this incident 

is requested to contact the Meridian Township Police Department at 517.853.4800, or 

submit an anonymous tip through the Department’s social media sites. 

### 
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           April 29, 2021 

 

Dear Township Board members: 

 

The Community Resources Commission supports the proposed initiative regarding 

providing affordable broadband access throughout the Township.   

 

Access to the internet has become essential to performing necessary tasks including 

completing homework, working from home, applying for college or jobs, attending 

telehealth medical appointments, and accessing state and federal benefits, such as 

unemployment or the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program.  As a result, some 

households face significant barriers in completing basic steps to ensure their health, 

education, and well-being.   

 

According to U.S. Census data, there are approximately 2,000 Meridian Township 

households without internet service.  There is a strong correlation between access 

to internet service and income and education: an estimated 25.8% of households 

making less than $20,000 per year do not have internet service compared to 4.2% of 

households making more than $75,000 per year.  Similarly, 32.3% of households that 

have an educational attainment less than high school graduation do not have an 

internet subscription, compared to 2.1% of households having a bachelor’s degree 

or higher.   

 

The Meridian Township Community Resources Commission believes that affordable, 

reliable broadband is crucial for the wellbeing of the community and to advance 

equity among its populace. We fully endorse the Meridian Township broadband 

initiative. 

 

Thank you for your consideration.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Suzanne Brouse 

Chair 

Community Resources Commission 

Meridian Township 
5151 Marsh Road 
Okemos, MI 48864 
 

P 517.853.4000 

F 517.853.4096 

 
 
 
 
Township Board: 
 
Ronald J. Styka 
Township Supervisor 
 
Deborah Guthrie 
Township Clerk 
 
Phil Deschaine 
Township Treasurer 
 
Patricia Herring 
Jackson 
Township Trustee 
 
Dan Opsommer 
Township Trustee 
 
Kathy Ann Sundland 
Township Trustee 
 
Courtney Wisinski 
Township Trustee 
 
 
 
Frank L. Walsh 
Township Manager 
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Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

DRAFT MINUTES 

PROPOSED MOTION: 

(1) Move to approve and ratify the minutes of the April 13, 
2021 Virtual Meeting of the Township Board, as submitted.

ALTERNATE MOTION: 

(1) Move to approve and ratify the minutes of the April 13, 2021
Virtual Meeting of the Township Board, with the following
amendment(s):

[insert amendments]



 CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 
TOWNSHIP BOARD VIRTUAL REGULAR MEETING   -DRAFT- 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos MI 48864-1198 
517.349.1232, Virtual Meeting via Zoom  
TUESDAY, APRIL 13, 2021  6:00 pm. 
 
PRESENT: Supervisor Styka, Clerk Guthrie, Treasurer Deschaine, Trustees Jackson (arrived at 

6:06 pm), Opsommer, Wisinski 
 
ABSENT: Trustee Sundland 
 
STAFF: Township Manager Walsh, Director of Public Works Perry, Fire Chief Hamel, 

Community Planning and Development Director Kieselbach, Information 
Technology Director Gebes, Parks and Recreation Director Maisner, Finance 
Director Mattison, Human Resources Director Tithof, Economic Development and 
Neighborhoods Director Clark, Communications Manager Yates, Principal Planner 
Menser 
 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
Supervisor Styka called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INTRODUCTIONS 

Supervisor Styka led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. ROLL CALL 

Clerk Guthrie called the roll of the Board. 
  
4. PRESENTATIONS 

A. Introduction of New Firefighter/Paramedic Gavin Ulman – Chief Hamel introduced new 
Firefighter/Paramedic Gavin Ulman.   
 

5.   CITIZENS ADDDRESS AGENDA ITEMS AND NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
 

Supervisor Styka opened public remarks at 6:04 pm 
 
Alex Brace, Executive Director, Small Talk Children’s Advocacy Center, stated they were a non-
profit located in Lansing serving children in Ingham and Eaton Counties that were victims of sexual 
and physical abuse.  He gave an overview of the Center’s services and the Child Abuse Prevention 
Month Awareness campaign and the blue pinwheel gardens.  He thanked the Board, staff and the 
Township for their partnership and support.  
 
John Faichney, 3566 Kansas Street, Okemos, spoke in opposition to the proposed rezoning on 
Kansas Road from residential to professional office and asked the Board to support their 
neighborhood and keep the area designated residential.   
 

Supervisor Styka closed public remarks at 6:11 pm.  
 
6. TOWNSHIP MANAGER REPORT 

Manager Walsh reported 
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• COVID Precautions in Township Facilities – staff is balancing the safety of the team members 
and people entering the building to provide the level of services needed by the public 

• Community Planning and Development Director Mark Kieselbach is retiring and staff is 
conducting a search for his replacement with applications due this Friday.  

• Township has engaged the Michigan State Police and retired State Police Internal Affairs Officer 
Twana Powell to conduct an internal review as it relates to the March 10 arrest that started as 
retail fraud and then escalated.  All materials will be released within the next ten days. 

• Broadband - as a Township Board goal, the committee and staff are taking the lead in the 
County and thanked County Controller Greg Todd for his assistance.  

• First Quarter Budget Report – was sent to Board members and noted the revenue receipts for 
the Fire Department Ambulance transport were low.  The issue was researched and one of the 
revenue deposit was received after the posting of first quarter figures.  The adjusted figure is 
$343,000 not $240,000 and it appears the project revenue will be higher than $1.3 million at 
the end of the year. 

• The Jolly Road Rezoning Request will be on the May 6 Township Board meeting. 
• Building Permit Review – received $13 million in new investment in 2020 in the first three 

months of the year and in the first three months of 2021, received $11 million, slightly under 
the amount from last year. 

• Brownfield Redevelopment Authority will meet on April 29 and plan to issue the first 
reimbursement to the developers of the Okemos Village project. 

• New ATV for the Fire Department: purchase was recommended by Chief Hamel to assist with 
grass fires and medical responses on trails and land preserves.  After discussions with the 
Supervisor, staff will be moving forward with this purchase of approximately $20,000 which is 
not in the budget. 

 
7. BOARD MEMBER REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Supervisor Styka: 
• Received communication from League of Women’s Voters indicating they will have individuals 

attend the township meetings to observe and will then update the League.  Doris May has been 
assigned to the township. 
 
Treasurer Deschaine: 

• Working to reduce staffing due to COVID and thanked the residences for mailing in or dropping 
off their tax and utility bill payments; reduced visits inside the building by 90%.     

• Department is working at half-staff until the COVID crisis has past  
• Attended the March meeting of the CATA Board and the April meeting of the EDC 
• Next week will be attending the MTA annual convention with other board members which is 

being held virtually 
• In the board packet is the First Quarter Treasurer’s Report, which is close to last year’s First 

Quarter Report.  The tax revenues are approximately one percent off and most of the residents 
and commercial operations  have been able to pay their taxes during this Pandemic  

• In the board packet is the Annual Arbitrage Report from Bingham Arbitrage Rebate Services Inc. 
They are hired to review the bond revenues and the report is submitted to the Internal Revenue 
Service.   
 
Trustee Wisinski: 
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• The Environmental Commission has approved two green infrastructure grants.  One grant is for 
Rademore Montessori School to improve their nature trail and their greenhouse.  The second 
one is for Haslett Middle School to create an outdoor learning lab and classroom.   

• Will be attending the Ground Water Board Management Meeting tomorrow 
 

Supervisor Styka 
• Received communication of support from the Communications Commission on the Township’s 

efforts to move forward with the broadband goal. 
• The second Food Pantry is being installed at the Haslett Library.  The first pantry was installed 

at Faith Lutheran Church on Dobie Road. 
 

8. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Trustee Jackson moved to approve the agenda as presented. Seconded by Trustee 
Opsommer.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Wisinski, Opsommer, Treasurer Deschaine, Trustee 

Jackson, Clerk Guthrie, Supervisor Styka, 
 

NAYS: None 
 
Motion carried: 6-0 

 
9. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Supervisor Styka reviewed the consent agenda. 
 
Treasurer Deschaine moved to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Seconded by 
Trustee Wisinski 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Wisinski, Opsommer, Supervisor Styka, Clerk Guthrie, 

Treasurer Deschaine, Trustee Jackson  
 

NAYS: None 
 
Motion carried: 6-0  
 

Treasurer Deschaine referred to agenda item #9 F School Tax Collection Agreements and stated 
the many Townships charge their school districts a flat fee or a percentage to collect school taxes, 
Meridian Township absorbs the cost and does not charge a fee. 
     

A. Communications 
 
Treasurer Deschaine move the communications not already assigned for disposition be 
referred to the Township Manager or Supervisor for follow-up. Seconded by Trustee 
Wisinski 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Wisinski, Opsommer, Supervisor Styka, Clerk Guthrie, 

Treasurer Deschaine, Trustee Jackson  
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NAYS: None 
 
Motion carried: 6-0 
   

B. Approval of Minutes – March 16, 2021 Virtual Regular Meeting 
 
Treasurer Deschaine moved to approve and ratify the minutes of the March 16, 2021 Virtual 
Regular Meeting, as submitted. Seconded by Trustee Wisinski 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Wisinski, Opsommer, Supervisor Styka, Clerk Guthrie, 

Treasurer Deschaine, Trustee Jackson  
 

NAYS: None 
 
Motion carried: 6-0  

C. Bills 
 
Treasurer Deschaine moved to approve that the Township Board approve the Manager’s 
Bills as follows:  Seconded by Trustee Wisinski 
 
  Common Cash       $     228,471.85 
  Public Works       $        78,919.58 
  Trust & Agency      $                      2,496.81 
      Total Checks   $                 309,888.24 
 
  Credit Card Transactions     $        10,725.07 
  03.25.2021 – 04.07.2021     
      Total Purchases  $                 320,613.31 
 
  ACH Payments      $     784,243.93 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Wisinski, Opsommer, Supervisor Styka, Clerk Guthrie, 

Treasurer Deschaine, Trustee Jackson  
 

NAYS: None 
 
Motion carried: 6-0 
 

D. Quarterly Treasurer’s Report 
 
Treasurer Deschaine moved to accept the Quarterly Treasurer’s Report.  Seconded by 
Trustee Wisinski 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Wisinski, Opsommer, Supervisor Styka, Clerk Guthrie, 

Treasurer Deschaine, Trustee Jackson  
 

NAYS: None 
 
Motion carried: 6-0 
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E. Annual Arbitrage Report 
 
Treasurer Deschaine moved to accept the Annual Arbitrage Report.  Seconded by Trustee 
Wisinski 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Wisinski, Opsommer, Supervisor Styka, Clerk Guthrie, 

Treasurer Deschaine, Trustee Jackson  
 

NAYS: None 
 
Motion carried: 6-0 

 
F. School Tax Collection Agreements 

 
Treasurer Deschaine move that the Township Board approve the 2021 Tax Collection 
Requests and Agreements for East Lansing, Okemos, Williamson, Haslett and Ingham County 
Intermediate School Districts.  Seconded by Trustee Wisinski 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Wisinski, Opsommer, Supervisor Styka, Clerk Guthrie, 

Treasurer Deschaine, Trustee Jackson  
 

NAYS: None 
 
Motion carried: 6-0 
 

G. Resolution of Support for Community Projects Funding Applications 
 
Treasurer Deschaine move to adopt the Okemos Road CFP Application Resolution of Support 
as presented.  Seconded by Trustee Wisinski 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Wisinski, Opsommer, Supervisor Styka, Clerk Guthrie, 

Treasurer Deschaine, Trustee Jackson  
 

NAYS: None 
 
Motion carried: 6-0 

 
10. QUESTIONS FOR THE ATTORNEY – NONE  
 
11. HEARINGS - NONE  

 
12. ACTION ITEMS 
 

A. 2021 Citizen Survey 
 
Trustee Jackson move to approve the 2021 Community Survey creation, implementation and 
analysis with Cobalt Community Research for costs not to exceed $17,975 and authorize 
Township Manager to create and sign the contract.  Seconded by Trustee Wisinski 
 
Discussion: 
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• Neighborhoods & Economic Development Director Clark summarized the request for proposals, 
review process of the proposals, staff’s recommendations, and the timeline if the proposal is 
approved 

• William SaintAmour, Executive Director, Cobalt Community Research, outlined the survey 
processes, the use of diverse demographic characteristics to create the databases for the 
random sampling, and evaluation process used to analyze the survey responses 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Supervisor Styka, Clerk Guthrie, Treasurer Deschaine, Trustees 

Jackson, Opsommer, Trustee Wisinski 
   

NAYS: None 
 
Motion carried:  6-0 
 

B. Extension of Redi-Ride Services 
 

Treasurer Deschaine move to request that CATA expand Meridian Redi-Ride to include the 
following service locations:  Autism Centers of Michigan, Lansing Urgent Care in Haslett, 
Gilden Woods Early Care and Preschool in Haslett, Monticello’s Market & Butcher Block, 
Hope Network Neuro Rehabilitation in East Lansing and Pleasantrees East Lansing.  
Seconded by Trustee Opsommer 
 
Discussion; 
• Suggested Treasurer Deschaine speak with CATA to include the multi-module gateway facility 

in East Lansing 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Treasurer Deschaine, Trustee Jackson, Clerk Guthrie, Supervisor 
Styka, Trustees Opsommer, Wisinski 

 
NAYS: None 
     
Motion carried:  6-0 
 

C. National Child Abuse Prevention Month Resolution 
 

Clerk Guthrie expressed appreciation to Alex Brace, Executive Director, Small Talk Children’s 
Advocacy Center, for outlining the services for abuse children and the work they do with the Police 
Department and volunteering with the Parks and Recreation Department to plant pinwheel 
gardens.  She is a supporter and advocate for the Center and wanted to recognize their work and 
Child Abuse Prevention Month.  
  
Clerk Guthrie moved to approve the Resolution Recognizing April 2021 as Child Abuse 
Prevention Month in Meridian Township.  Seconded by Trustee Jackson 
 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Treasurer Deschaine, Trustees Jackson, Opsommer, Wisinski, 
   Clerk Guthrie, Supervisor Styka 
 

NAYS: None 
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Motion carried:  6-0 
 

D. Sexual Assault Awareness Month Resolution 
 
Clerk Guthrie stated she was a long-time supporter of sexual assault awareness and felt everyone 
should do whatever they could to curtail sexual assault in the community.  She appreciates the 
efforts of township staff and the leadership of Township Manager Walsh and MTeam in addressing 
this issue in the community. 
 
Chief Plaga reported his staff works with Small Talk to provide trainers to assist with increasing 
community awareness in identifying victims or potential victims, Police staff could then provide 
services and conduct investigations where necessary.  Township has a dedicated detective with 
specialized training to investigate these cases, Det. Becky Payne is well respected in this area, and 
her advice is sought regionally in these cases. 
  
Clerk Guthrie move to approve the Resolution Recognizing Sexual Assault Awareness Month 
in Meridian Township.  Seconded by Trustee Jackson 
 
Discussion: 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Opsommer, Wisinski, Supervisor Styka, Clerk Guthrie, 

Treasurer Deschaine, Trustee Jackson  
 

NAYS: None 
     
Motion carried:  6-0 
 

 
13. BOARD DISCUSSION ITEMS 

A. Zoning Amendment #21010 
 
Director Kieselbach outlined the proposed amendment to require Township Board approval of 
special use permits for motor vehicle sales and service establishment and automobile dealerships 
in the C-2 and C-3 (Commercial) zoning districts.  The Planning Commission held a public hearing 
and voted to recommend approval of the proposed amendment. 
 
Discussion: 
• The word “body shop” is not included in definitions but it is a use allowed by right in the 

Industrial District.  A dealership cannot have a body shop in C-2 or C-3 zoning districts.  The 
existing dealerships on Grand River were allowed body shops because they were in place before 
the C-2 or C-3 zoning districts were developed.   

• Question was raised on if body shops should be allowed. 
•  Suggested Director Clark check with the current dealerships on if they have a body shop or 

offered mechanical services.   
• It was suggested to make the Ordinance permissive and allow body shops be a consideration of 

the special use permit in C-3 but not C-2 where it could be close to a residential area. 
• Suggested it be left as written unless there are inquiries 
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Board consensus to place this item on the next Board meeting agenda. 

B. Utility Shut-off Extension 
 
Deputy Manager Perry outlined the water shutoff moratorium extension and recommended it end 
on June 30, 2021.  He stated the date was chosen because the Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC)’s eviction moratorium expires on June 30, 2021.  This would allow the Township 
to reach out to residents who may require a payment plan to pay their utility invoices.  He stated 
there is a small number of residents affected. 
 
Trustee Opsommer moved to suspend the rules to allow this item to be taken up this evening.  
Supported by Trustee Jackson. 

VOICE/HAND VOTE:   Motion carried 6-0. 
 

Trustee Opsommer move to direct the Department of Public Works to suspend the use of 
water shutoffs for non-payment until June 30 2021.  Seconded by Treasurer Deschaine 

Discussion: 
• Recommend this item be brought back if there is a need in the community. 
• Concern was raised in the owner/tenant situation where a tenant could run up a bill and then 

move out leaving the owner to pay the utility bill. 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Treasurer Deschaine, Trustee Jackson, Opsommer, Wisinski, Clerk 
Guthrie, Supervisor Styka 

 
NAYS: None 
     
Motion carried:  6-0 

 

C. 4th of July Fireworks 
 
Supervisor Styka stated the Township Manager is recommending postponing the firework for 
another year but he thought about moving ahead with the fireworks before the news about the 
recent increase in COVID cases.  He asked the board members their recommendations 
 
Discussion: 
• Support postponing because of the increase in positive cases and hospitalizations especially 

with the younger generation and would not support a congregation at this time 
• Suggest waiting on the celebration when it is safe to congregate 
• If approved, this item is not budgeted, it is 85 days away, it needs to be planned for and there 

are only a small amount of companies who can provide this type of entertainment 
• Not sure it is the right thing to do even though other communities are having events  
• Suggested revisiting hosting a celebration around the end of summer or Labor Day 
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• Like the schools and governor suggested that if the community gets to a vaccination rate at 70% 
then that is something to celebrate  

It was the Board consensus to not hold a 4h of July Fireworks Celebration  

14. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 

Supervisor Styka Opened Public Remarks at 7:54 pm. 
 

John Faichney, 3566 Kansas Street, Okemos, stated he appreciated the decision to not hold a July 4th 
Fireworks Celebration.  He asked if any new information on the May 6 presentation would be 
provided to the neighborhood. 
 

Supervisor Styka Closed Public Remarks at 7:56 pm. 
 
15. OTHER MATTERS AND BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS -NONE 
 
Director Kieselbach stated the applicant for Rezoning #21020 asked to have the item postponed 
until the May 6 Township Board meeting in order to complete additional research.  Any new 
information will be included in the Township Board packet.  On May 6, it will be listed as a 
discussion item and will include all of the communications received by the Planning Commission, 
minutes from the Planning Commission meetings, and staff reports. 
 
Manager Walsh asked if any board members would like to participate in the review of applications 
for the Director of Community Planning and Development to send him an email. 
 
Trustee Wisinski thanked Director Kieselbach for his years of services, teaching her about planning 
and wished him the best of luck.   
 
Trustee Jackson stated she was surprised Director Kieselbach did not retire when he hit 40 years. 
She learned about Meridian Township and serving on a volunteer basis either directly or indirectly 
from Director Kieselbach, She will miss him, his wisdom, even temperament and enjoy your 
retirement.  ‘ 
 
16. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Trustee Opsommer moved to adjourn. Seconded by Treasurer Deschaine  
 
VOICE/HAND VOTE:   Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Supervisor Styka adjourned the meeting at 8:01 pm. 
 
 

 
 

_____________________________ 
                    RONALD J. STYKA, 

TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR 

 
______________________________ 

DEBORAH GUTHRIE, 
TOWNSHIP CLERK 

 
 

























 
 

 

  

Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

 

9. D 

To:  Board Members 

From:  Abby Tithof, Human Resources Director 

Date:  April 30, 2021 

Re:  Ratification of New Police Officer Appointments 

 

The Township has presented a conditional offer of employment to two qualified police officer 

candidates. Their prospective hiring will bring the staffing level of the police department to 38 

sworn personnel.  

Bryant Martin graduated from Fowlerville High School, obtained a Bachelor’s Degree in Criminal 

Justice from Western Michigan University.   He is currently attending the Police Academy with plans 

to graduate in May.   

Taya Catherwood graduated from Medina High School, obtained an Associates of Arts Degree from 

Cuyahoga Community College.   She is currently attending the Law Enforcement Regional Training 

Academy with plans to graduate at the end of April.   

 

A motion is prepared for Board consideration: 

MOVE TO RATIFY THE APPOINTMENTS OF BRYANT MARTIN AND TAYA 

CATHERWOOD TO THE POSITION OF POLICE OFFICER CONTINGENT UPON 

SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THOSE ITEMS STIPULATED IN THE CONDITIONAL 

OFFER OF EMPLOYMENT. 

 
 

 

















 
 

           
 
 
 
                                                            Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 
 

       
 
       
To:  Meridian Township Board Members 

From:  Amber Clark 
Neighborhoods & Economic Development Director  
 

  LuAnn Maisner Parks & Recreation Director 

Date:  May 6, 2021 

RE: Acceptance of Lansing Economic Area Partnership (LEAP) 2021 Public Art Grant  

 
 
The Public Arts for Communities grant program is offered through a collaborative partnership with 
Lansing Economic Area Partnership (LEAP) on an annual basis, for two awarded communities at 
$10,000. Each year LEAP partners with a local business with the intent to build up and empower 
communities with great examples of art created by a Michigan resident. The last time Meridian 
Township submitted an application for this grant was 2019, for Marketplace on the Green. 
Marketplace on the Green project was the relocation and expansion of our popular Meridian 
Township Farmer’s Market. At the time of the 2019 application, the large public private partnership 
was planned to be completed in 2020.  
 
In 2021 LEAP announced the return of the PFAC grant, through a partnership with PNC Bank.  
Meridian Township staff comprised of the Parks & Recreation Department, Community 
Development and Economic Development departments reviewed the 2019 application with intent 
to resubmit for Marketplace on the Green. With Marketplace on the Green opening in October of 
2020 we were capable of presenting current data related to the success of the new Farmer’s Market 
and pavilion. With over 63,000 visitors during COVID-19 pandemic we were overjoyed at the 
success we had.  
 
The next steps in the process include Meridian Township submission of a RFP for a local artist to 
submit proposals for the art piece. The selection of that artist through the use of a committee and 
implementation of the piece prior to October 1, 2021. We are required by the grant program to 
submit a final report of activities for the piece by October 31, 2021. 
 
On behalf of the Economic Development Department, Parks and Recreation and Community 
Development teams, we are pleased to present to the Township board the acceptance of the 2021 
LEAP Public Art Grant.  
 
 
 
 
Attachments: 
LEAP Art Grant Contract 
LEAP Art Grant Implementation Timeline 
 

12 B 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Art for Communities Grant Program 

2021 

Between the Lansing Economic Area Partnership (LEAP) and 

Meridian Township 

 

This Contract Agreement, entered into this _______ day of ______, 2021 by and between the Lansing Economic 

Area Partnership (LEAP), hereinafter referred to as “LEAP”, and Meridian Township, hereinafter referred to as 

the “Grant Recipient.” 

 

The Grant Recipient agrees to accept the grant funds and carry out the project in a lawful, satisfactory and 

proper manner, pursuant to and in accordance with all requirements of the Contract Agreement. 

 

1. Project Description: The Grant Recipient will use the grant funds to contract with a local artist for the 

placement of permanent sculpture(s) located at 1995 Central Park Dr. Okemos, MI 48864 within the 

“Marketplace on the Green.”  

 

2. Grant Term:  The project is to be accomplished within the grant period of April 1, 2021 through 

October 31, 2021. 

 

3. Inspection of Project:  The Grant Recipient agrees to an onsite review and monitoring as conducted by 

a staff member of LEAP.  

 

4.  Choice of Piece: The Grant Recipient agrees to solicit proposals through a Request for Proposals (RFP) 

process upon being named a recipient of funds. A panel or designated committee will review proposals and 

make an appropriate choice for artist and piece of art. LEAP reserves the right to participate in the review 

process and reject the chosen piece before it is commissioned.  

 

5. Promotion:  The Grant Recipient agrees to include the LEAP logo as well as the PNC logo prominently 

displayed on all promotional materials along with the following statement: “This project was made possible by a 

grant from the Lansing Economic Area Partnership (LEAP) with support from PNC Foundation”. Examples of 

these materials must be included in the final report. LEAP reserves the right to arrange a press event dedicating 

the completed piece in partnership with the Grant Recipient with a speaking role offered to LEAP’s President 

and CEO.  

 

6. Grant Amount:  The maximum amount of the grant hereby awarded is $10,000. One-half of the grant 

funds will be distributed upon achievement of all of the following milestones: 

a. execution of the Contract Agreement; 

b. public launch of the RFP; 

c. selection of an approved artist through the RFP process no later than July 1, 2021. 

 

The remaining one-half of the grant funds will be distributed upon approval and installation of the piece 

and submission of a final report. Failure to submit a final report will jeopardize the remaining one-half of grant 

funds as well as future LEAP funding. 

 

Initial_______________ 



 

In the event that the grant funding provided pursuant to this Contract Agreement is not sufficient to 

complete the project for which the grant was approved, the Grant Recipient shall complete the project 

and assume responsibility for any additional expenses in excess of the grant award amount. 

 

7. Modifications:  The Grant Recipient must obtain written authorization from LEAP before 

implementing any change that materially alters the project as originally proposed, including but not limited to, 

new activities and alteration of the existing project.  The Grant Recipient shall immediately notify LEAP if a 

change in the project is required, or if the project cannot be implemented as projected. Any proposed change in 

the project is subject to written approval by LEAP. Failure in doing so will jeopardize the remaining one-half of 

grant funds as well as future LEAP funding. 

 

Initial_______________ 

 

8. Final Report:  The Grant Recipient agrees to submit to LEAP a final report within 30 days after 

completion of the project or no later than October 31, 2021, whichever occurs earlier. The final report must 

include a financial statement of revenues and expenditures with proof of expenditures used with LEAP funds 

and a narrative report of activities. Final reporting information forms are available by email from LEAP. 

 

Initial_______________ 

 

9. Continued Funding:  LEAP makes no implied or explicit guarantee, offer or representation of future 

funding from LEAP beyond termination of this Contract Agreement. 

 

10. Accounting:  The Grant Recipient agrees to maintain records in accordance with generally accepted 

accounting practices, to retain these records for a period of no less than three years from the date of the final 

report and to make this accounting available for audit by appropriate staff of LEAP. 

 

11. Liability:  Any liability resulting from activities engaged in by the Grant Recipient shall be the sole 

responsibility of the Grant Recipient.  If the art is placed in the public right-of-way, The Grant Recipient must 

acquire liability insurance naming LEAP as additionally insured. Additionally, the Grant Recipient agrees to 

hold LEAP harmless in the event of any claim arising out of the activities described herein. If the art is to be 

placed on private property, the Grant Recipient must secure a written statement signed by the property owner 

agreeing to hold LEAP harmless in the event of any claim arising out of the activities described herein.  

 

12. Certifications:   

 a. The Grant Recipient hereby certifies that there has been no known change in the project as 

described in the grant application. 

 

 b. The Grant Recipient hereby agrees to implement the project as defined in this Contract 

Agreement and that the funds made available will be used only as set forth in this Contract Agreement. 

 

Meridian Township and the Lansing Economic Area Partnership have executed this Contract Agreement as of 

the date first written above.   

       

Lansing Economic Area Partnership (LEAP)  Meridian Township 

 

 

        

By: ________________________________  By: ______________________________________ 

    Robert L. Trezise, Jr., President & CEO   (Authorizing Grant Recipient Signature) 



PUBLIC ART FOR COMMUNITIES GRANT PROGRAM – 2021 
LANSING ECONOMIC AREA PARTNERSHIP (LEAP) 
MARKETPLACE ON THE GREEN, 1995 CENTRAL PARK DRIVE, OKEMOS, MI 
GRANT TERM: APRIL 1, 2021 – OCTOBER 31, 2021 

April 

April 9 

April 22 

April 27-30 

April/early May 

May 20 

May 25,26 

June 1  

June 2  

June 3-Oct 1 

October 1 

Mid-October 

October 31 

Enter contract with LEAP 

Meet with Brandie to discuss “idea starters”, ask her for a supplemental page 
with brand standards that will accompany the RFP, maybe also include the 
Township community marketing pages, community “descriptors” 

Publish RFP to solicit for artist/concepts (Jane/LuAnn/Amber/Brandie) – 
send directly to artists/communities (Amber) 

Formation of Arts Committee

Develop Township contract to have artist sign so that we are ready to go 

Bids due 
Distribute bids to committee for review prior to meeting 

Selection committee selects winning submission (invite LEAP) **LEAP has 
the right to participate in the review process and reject the chosen piece 
before it is commissioned 

Township Board meeting 

Township enters into agreement with the selected artist 

Fabrication of the art piece, Township support (concrete or whatever is 
needed)  

Installation Deadline 

Ribbon cutting unveiling and press releases 

Entire project must be accomplished by 10/31/21 (installed, reviewed by 
LEAP, promoted by us, report developed). Final report is due on 10/31/21 

PROMOTION NOTES FOR COMMUNICATIONS: 

We have to include the LEAP logo as well as the PNC logo prominently on all promotional materials 
along with the following statement: “This project was made possible by a grant from the Lansing 
Economic Area Partnership (LEAP) with support from PNC Foundation.” Examples of these 
materials must be included in the final report. LEAP reserves the right to arrange a press event 



dedicating the completed piece in partnership with Meridian and want a speaking role offered to 
LEAP’s President and CEO. 

 

GRANT AMOUNT: 

One-half of the grant funds will be distributed upon achievement of these items: 

 1. Executing Contract Agreement – DONE 

2. Public launch of the RFP – IN PROCESS 

3. Selection of an approved artist through the RFP process no later than July 1, 2021 

The remaining one-half of the grant funds will be distributed upon approval and installation of the 
report and submission of a final report. 

 

 

 







































































 
 

 
  

16. 

 

To:  Township Board Members 

From:  William K. Fahey, Township Attorney 
 
Derek N. Perry, Deputy Township Manager 

  Director of Public Works & Engineering 
 
Date:  April 28, 2021 

Re:  CLOSED SESSION- Lansing BWL Electric Franchise Agreement 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposed motion: 

“Move to go into closed session to discuss the township attorney’s confidential 
written legal opinion concerning the Lansing Board of Water and Light (LBWL) 
franchise fee.”  
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