
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 
TOWNSHIP BOARD REGULAR MEETING - APPROVED - 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864-1198 
853-4000, Town Hall Room 
TUESDAY, MAY 16, 2006, 6:00 P.M. 
 
 
PRESENT:  Supervisor McGillicuddy, Treasurer Hunting, Trustees Brixie, Such (6:10 P.M.), 

Veenstra 
ABSENT:   Clerk Helmbrecht, Trustee Woiwode 
STAFF:  Township Manager Gerald Richards, Director of Community Planning & Development 

Mark Kieselbach, Director of Engineering & Public Works Ray Severy, Police Chief 
Dave Hall, EMS/Fire Chief Fred Cowper, Personnel Director/Assistant Manager Paul 
Brake, Attorney Andria Ditschman 

 
 
 1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Supervisor McGillicuddy called the meeting to order at 6:01 P.M. 
 
 2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Supervisor McGillicuddy led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 3. ROLL CALL 

Supervisor McGillicuddy called the roll of the Board. 
 
 4. PUBLIC REMARKS 

Supervisor McGillicuddy opened Public Remarks. 
Deborah Canja, 3920 Sheldrake, Okemos, spoke in favor of the augmentation well for WUP #06-03 
(Briarwood Drain). 
 
Leonard Provenchur, 5824 Buena Parkway, Haslett, stated a Ride of Silence will be conducted 
tomorrow, May 17th, in Haslett to honor those who have been injured or killed while cycling on 
public roads. 
 
Lynne Page, President, Briarwood Homeowners Association, 3912 Raleigh Drive, Okemos, spoke in 
support of WUP #06-03 (Briarwood Drain) as designed. 
 
John Anderson, 215 W. Newman Road, Okemos, spoke concerning recycling initiatives. 
 
Mike Thomas, 2555 Capeside Drive, Okemos, spoke on behalf of the Environmental Commission in 
support of the Tree Preservation Ordinance. 
 
Carla Clos, Environmental Commission representative, 2669 Linden, East Lansing, gave a brief 
history on the Tree Preservation Ordinance and commended the Board for its introduction. 
 
Billie Jo O’Berry, 1195 Clayton Court, Mason, introduced herself as a candidate in the upcoming 
election for the 55th District Court seat. 
 
Supervisor McGillicuddy noted the augmentation well for the Briarwood Drain will be handled 
administratively through the Public Works and Engineering Department.  She also noted a resident 
group has worked with the Township Manager and a committee was formed to address recycling 
initiatives.  

 
Supervisor McGillicuddy closed Public Remarks. 

 
5. REPORTS/BOARD COMMENT/NEW WORRIES 

Trustee Brixie attended Dr. Vojnovic’s MSU design class on mixed use development.  She stated the 
focus of the class was to create mixed use designs for the Mobile Home Manor area and frontage along 
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Grand River Avenue between Brookfield and Park Lake Road.  Dr. Vojnovic will present the Board 
with a printed package of materials containing a summary of class presentations. 
 

6.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA — OR CHANGES 
Trustee Brixie moved to approve the agenda as submitted.  Seconded by Trustee Such. 

 
 VOICE VOTE:  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
7. CONSENT AGENDA 

Supervisor McGillicuddy reviewed the consent agenda. 
 

Trustee Such moved to adopt the Consent Agenda.  Seconded by Trustee Brixie. 
 
Trustee Veenstra offered the following friendly amendment: 
• Amend the motion for Agenda Item #7D to read:  “Move to adopt a resolution entitled 

“Authority to Open an Investment Account” at Summit Community Bank” 
 
The amendment was accepted by the maker and seconder. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Brixie, Such, Veenstra, Supervisor McGillicuddy, 

Treasurer Hunting 
      NAYS: None 
      Motion carried 5-0. 
 
The adopted Consent Agenda items are as follow: 
A. Communications 

(1). Board Determination (BD) 
10C-1 Abubakr I. Zaid and Emma J. Buycks, 5954 Westminster Way, East Lansing; RE:  

Opposition to 2006 Order to Maintain Sidewalk SAD #8 
10C-2 Gary G. Conklin, 2505 Barnsbury Road, East Lansing; RE:  2006 Order to Maintain 

Sidewalk SAD #8 
 

(2). Board Information (BI) 
BI-1 Michigan Townships Association, 512 Westshire Drive, Lansing; RE:  Impact of the 

New Michigan Zoning Enabling Act on Townships that Zone 
BI-2 American Legion, Captain Stephen W. Frank Post #269, PO Box 245, Haslett; RE:  

Invitation for Meridian Township officials to attend its dedication ceremony on 
Saturday, May 20, 2006 at 11:00 a.m. 

BI-3 Ann Leago, 3811 Hemminway Drive, Okemos; RE:  Support for Board approval of 
the Briarwood Pond improvement 

BI-4 Scott and Chanin Heise, 3857 Hemmingway Drive, Okemos; RE:  Support for the 
Briarwood Pond improvement  

BI-5 Dina Archipley, 3832 Crooked Creek, Okemos; RE:   Support for the Briarwood 
Pond improvement 

BI-6 Keith L. Granger, Chief Executive Officer, Granger III and Associates, LLC, 16980 
Wood Road, Lansing; RE:  Recycling and Waste Hauling 

BI-7 Vincent Lyon-Callo, 4112 Hulett Road, Okemos; RE:  Dark sky initiatives and 
recycling 

  
(3) Regional Linkage (RL) 

RL-1 Ingham County Board of Commissioners, PO Box 319, Mason; RE:  Resolution to 
Approve the City of Mason as a participating Municipality in the Capital Area 
District Library 
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(4). Staff Communication/Referral (SC) 
SC-1 LuAnn Maisner, Director of Parks and Recreation; RE:  Transmission of the Five-

Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2006-2011 
SC-2 Memorandum from Cindy Cummings, Police Records Supervisor; RE:  Current list 

of licensed vendors and non-licensed persons or nonprofit organizations engaged in 
soliciting or canvassing dated May 11, 2006 

SC-3 Michigan Townships Association Legislative E-Report, April 28, 2006 Edition 
SC-4 Michigan Townships Association Legislative E-Report, May 5, 2006 Edition 

 
Trustee Such moved that the communications be received and placed on file, and any 
communications not already assigned for disposition be referred to the Township Manager 
or Supervisor for follow-up.  Seconded by Trustee Brixie. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Brixie, Such, Veenstra, Supervisor McGillicuddy, 

Treasurer Hunting 
       NAYS: None 
       Motion carried 5-0. 
       
B. Minutes 

Trustee Such moved to approve and ratify the minutes of the May 4, 2006 Regular Meeting 
as submitted.  Seconded by Trustee Brixie. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Brixie, Such, Veenstra, Supervisor McGillicuddy, 

Treasurer Hunting 
       NAYS: None 
       Motion carried 5-0. 
 
C. Bills 

Trustee Such moved that the Township Board approve the Manager’s Bills as follows:   
 

Common Cash          $   223,079.88 
Public Works          $   287,492.01 

Total Checks         $   510,571.89 
Credit Card Transactions       $     14,182.68 

Total Purchases         $   524,754.57 
 
   ACH Payments          $   282,486.40 
 

Seconded by Trustee Brixie. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Brixie, Such, Veenstra, Supervisor McGillicuddy, 

Treasurer Hunting 
       NAYS: None 
       Motion carried 5-0. 

 
[Bill list in Official Minute Book] 

 
 D. Resolution to Open an Investment Account 

Trustee Such moved to adopt a resolution entitled “Authority to Open an Investment 
Account” at Summit Community Bank.  Seconded by Trustee Brixie. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Brixie, Such, Veenstra, Supervisor McGillicuddy, 

Treasurer Hunting 
       NAYS: None 
       Motion carried 5-0. 

 
E. Assessing Stipulation 

Trustee Such moved that the Township Assessor be authorized to sign a stipulation with John 
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and Inge Diehl on the following property: 
 
 
  YEAR     DOCKET NO.  ADDRESS OF PROPERTY 
 
  2005/2006    0314312      6312 Porter Avenue, East Lansing, MI 
 
  Assessment       2005 AV $65,400  TV $43,059 
  Assessment       2006 AV $68,700  TV $44,479     
 
  Proposed Assessment    2005   AV $62,000   TV $43,059 
  Proposed Assessment    2006 AV $63,600  TV $44,479 
 
  Seconded by Trustee Brixie. 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Brixie, Such, Veenstra, Supervisor McGillicuddy, 
Treasurer Hunting 

       NAYS: None 
       Motion carried 5-0. 

 
 F. Appointment to Boards/Commissions – Economic Development Corporation (EDC) 

Trustee Such moved to accept the resignation of Tricia Keith and appoint Stuart Morrison 
to fill the vacancy on the Meridian Economic Development Corporation Board.  Seconded 
by Trustee Brixie. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Brixie, Such, Veenstra, Supervisor McGillicuddy, 

Treasurer Hunting 
       NAYS: None 
       Motion carried 5-0. 

 
 8. QUESTIONS FOR THE ATTORNEY (See Agenda Items # 9A, #11B) 

 
9. HEARINGS 

A. Wetland Use Permit #06-02 (Eyde), Georgetown 
Supervisor McGillicuddy opened the public hearing at 6:27 P.M.  
Director Kieselbach summarized the wetland use permit request as outlined in staff memorandum 
dated May 11, 2006. 
 
Trustee Brixie inquired if there were any unresolved issues from the consultant’s report in terms of 
what has been addressed in the new plan.  
 
Director Kieselbach responded that the applicant attempted to do what the consultant suggested in 
their report and the meeting which was conducted. 
 
Trustee Such inquired as to the definition of a vegetative flow path. 
 
Director Kieselbach stated it is a swale or ditch which contains native vegetation which slows down 
the flow of water and doesn’t erode away. 
 
Trustee Veenstra pointed to the January 28, 2005 letter from the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality (MDEQ) which stated the wetlands were larger than the owner originally 
thought.  He inquired if the owner accepted the larger wetland boundaries determined by the state. 
 
Director Kieselbach responded he believed they did. 
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APPLICANT 
Mark Clouse, CEO, Eyde Co., 4660 S. Hagadorn, Suite 660, East Lansing, stated the MDEQ 
reviewed the wetland delineations and they have been agreed upon between the applicant and the 
MDEQ.  That letter was provided to the Township.  At the Township consultant’s suggestion, the 
applicant met with Township staff, the consultant, staff from the Ingham County Drain Commission 
and KEBS Engineering.  At the time, the wetland concerns were discussed and addressed.  As a 
result of that meeting, the engineering changes were made, and reflected in the revised plan 
presented to the Board this evening.    
 
PUBLIC 
John Anderson, 215 W. Newman Road, Okemos, spoke in opposition to WUP #06-02 (Eyde) and 
suggested another public hearing after the changes are reflected in the final proposal.  He spoke to a 
lawsuit filed by citizens and alleged the Eyde Co. lost its appeal to the Michigan Supreme Court. 
 
Trustee Veenstra requested the hearing be postponed until the Township’s environmental 
consultant has had an opportunity to prepare a report to the Board and the Environmental 
Commission has had time to review the revised plans. 
 
Public hearing procedure:  (Questions for the Attorney (See Agenda Item #8)) 
Q. Should we do as Trustee Veenstra suggests and hold this over, or is it appropriate to go ahead 

and hear what the public has to say at this hearing?  
A. I think it is appropriate to hear what the public has to say, and if you need further information 

from the Environmental Commission, the Board can ask for that, even during its discussion.  If 
you feel you don’t have enough information at that point, you can ask for more.  I don’t see any 
reason to not let the public speak tonight.  

 
Supervisor McGillicuddy closed the public hearing at 6:47 P.M.  

 
 B. Land Division Ordinance 
  Supervisor McGillicuddy opened the public hearing at 6:47 P.M 

Director Kieselbach summarized the draft land division ordinance as outlined in staff memorandum 
dated May 11, 2006. 
 
PUBLIC 
Charles Willems, PO Box 184, Haslett, spoke in opposition to the Land Division Ordinance as he 
alleged there was no reference to compliance with the State Land Division Act. 
 
Supervisor McGillicuddy closed the public hearing at 6:53 P.M. 

 
10. ACTION ITEMS/ENDS 

Supervisor McGillicuddy opened and closed public comment. 
 
A. Ordinance to Approve Downtown Development Authority Development Plan and Tax Increment 

Financing Plan, Final Adoption 
 

Trustee Such moved [and read into the record] NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY 
THE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, that the 
Township Board hereby FINALLY ADOPTS Ordinance No. 2006-02, entitled “Ordinance to 
Approve the Charter Township of Meridian’s Development Plan and Tax Increment 
Financing Plan of the Downtown Development Authority.” 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the Charter Township of Meridian is 
directed to publish the Ordinance in the form in which it is introduced at least once prior to 
the next regular meeting of the Township Board.   Seconded by Trustee Brixie. 
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ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Brixie, Such, Veenstra, Supervisor McGillicuddy, 
Treasurer Hunting 

       NAYS: None 
       Motion carried 5-0. 

 
B. Tax Sharing Agreement, Meridian Township DDA and Ingham County  

Trustee Brixie moved approval of the attached TAX SHARING AGREEMENT between 
the Meridian Charter Township Downtown Development Authority and the County of 
Ingham, Michigan, subject to final approval of the township attorney.  Furthermore, 
authorize the Supervisor and Clerk to sign the same, as described in the staff memorandum 
dated May 12, 2006.  Seconded by Treasurer Hunting. 
 
Board members discussed the following: 
• Tax capture ceiling of 4% is dictated by Ingham County 
• Possible renegotiation if there is substantial change in the growth of the area 
• Ingham County is under no obligation to give Meridian Township any tax capture  
• Copy of the agreement to be placed on the Township’s website 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Brixie, Such, Veenstra, Supervisor McGillicuddy, 

Treasurer Hunting 
       NAYS: None 
       Motion carried 5-0. 

 
C.  Resolution for Support of Local Control of Cable Franchising 

Trustee Brixie moved [and read into the record] NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
that Charter Township of Meridian, Ingham County, Michigan, hereby affirms its support 
for the current local cable franchise agreement system; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Charter Township of Meridian, Ingham County, Michigan 
urges federal and state policymakers to only support legislation that:  Maintains local control 
of the cable franchise process, Continues local control and enforcement authority of build-out 
requirements to ensure that all customers in their respective communities are provided 
services in a timely fashion agreeable to both the local units of government and said 
providers, Preserves local governments’ ability to manage the public rights-of-way, ensures 
no reduction in local revenues and that Michigan’s Metro Act is preserved, preserves the 
public, educational, and government channels that have community programming like local 
news, sports, plays, concerts, governmental meetings, and elections; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a copy of this resolution is forwarded to our Congressional 
representatives in Washington, D.C., our state legislators in Lansing, Governor Granholm 
and the Michigan Townships Association. 

 
 Seconded by Trustee Such. 
 
 Treasurer Hunting offered the following friendly amendment: 

• Amend the last BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED clause after “Governor Granholm”  by 
deleting the word “and “ and inserting “,” and inserting after the word “Association”  
“and the Michigan Municipal League”   

 
 The amendment was accepted by the maker and seconder. 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Brixie, Such, Veenstra, Supervisor McGillicuddy, 
Treasurer Hunting 

       NAYS: None 
       Motion carried 5-0. 
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D. 2006 Order to Maintain Sidewalk SAD #8, Resolution #3 
Trustee Such moved to approve 2006 Order to Maintain Sidewalk Special Assessment 
District #8, Resolution #3 which approves repair and maintenance of sidewalk in portions 
of the following subdivisions:  Everett Farms, Everett Farms No. 2, Everett Farms No. 3, 
Everett Farms No. 5, Everett Hills, Everett Woods, and Wood Creek Subdivision, and to 
defray the cost by special assessment; approves the cost estimate of $10,543.64; determines 
the special assessment district; directs the making of an assessment roll, including a 
certificate; and authorizes notices be sent to the property owners giving 20 days notice to 
replace defective sidewalk.  Seconded by Trustee Brixie. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Brixie, Such, Veenstra, Supervisor McGillicuddy, 

Treasurer Hunting 
       NAYS: None 

      Motion carried 5-0. 
 

11. DISCUSSION ITEMS/ENDS 
Supervisor McGillicuddy opened public comment. 
John Anderson, 215 W. Newman Road, Okemos, spoke in opposition to Wetland Use Permit #06-02 
(Eyde), Georgetown, citing his version of legal action at various court levels. 
 
Supervisor McGillicuddy closed public comment. 
 
A. Wetland Use Permit #06-02 (Eyde), Georgetown 
 
 Board members and the applicant discussed the following: 

• Board will place this item on for action once the wetland consultant has had an opportunity to 
review and comment on the amendments 

• Public will have another opportunity for comment when it comes before the Board at a future 
date 

• Applicant’s consultant to meet with the Township’s consultant, Township staff and the Drain 
Commissioner 

• Possible rereferral to the Environmental Commission for input on the revised plans 
• Unnecessary to have as a discussion item for a future Board meeting unless the Township’s 

consultant finds something in the plans which does not agree with his recommendations 
• Manmade retention areas are all in upland area 
• Overall storm drainage plan and the size of the retention areas will be subject to the Ingham 

County Drain Commissioner’s approval 
• Frequency and mechanism of the  monitoring reports 
• Boring under the drain for the sanitary sewer and public water 
• Process to ensure prevention of the sewer lines underneath from inverting 
• Engineering will monitor to ensure special pipes are used whose joints lock together to prevent 

inversion 
• Assurance that wetlands will remain hydrated 
• Current pathway crossing to connect the two areas in the same location where utilities will be 

bored 
• Earlier public comment came from one of the complainants in the case who sued the Township 
• Remand back to Judge Manderfield’s court who initially ruled in the Township’s favor 

 
The consensus of the Board was to direct staff to provide reports on the revised plan from the 
Township’s wetland consultant, the Environmental Commission and the approval of the 
Drain Commissioner for the next Board meeting and place this item on for action at the June 
6, 2006 meeting. 

  
B. Land Division Ordinance 

Director Kieselbach stated that the Community Planning and Development staff is working with the 
Township attorney regarding suggested changes.  Staff will provide a strike-out/highlight draft 
document for the next Board meeting packet.  
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Reference(s) to the state act in the Land Division Ordinance:  (Questions for the Attorney (See 
Agenda Item #8)) 
Q. Mr. Willems made reference that this ordinance needs to comply with the state act and he was 

referencing something in particular.  Are we doing as he suggested, or is that not the case? 
A. I believe what he was suggesting is that somewhere in the ordinance it should state that this is 

to comply with the Land Division Act.  I believe it states that throughout the ordinance, but 
when we look at it again, we will make sure if there is something missed as far as a reference to 
the state act, we will add it.  There are references to the state act throughout this ordinance. 

 
  Board members discussed the following: 

• Could subdivision regulations in ordinance format possibly require a ZBA variance 
• Waiver of standards which apply to the subdivision regulations would be subject to Township 

Board approval 
• Board cannot waive a zoning standard 
• Cluster sanitary sewer systems is common name used by the state and the county and allowance 

is in a new state act 
• Definition of a flag shaped lot  
 
The consensus of the Board was to place this item on for action at the June 6, 2006 Board 
meeting. 

 
C. Draft Tree Preservation Ordinance 

Supervisor McGillicuddy suggested the Supervisor, Clerk and Treasurer meet with the Township 
attorney, Planning staff, the Township forester and a member of the Environmental Commission to 
condense this draft ordinance with the land clearing ordinance and bring back to the Board.  She 
emphasized consistency in the approach that is taken.  

 
Board members discussed the following: 
• Belief this draft ordinance is a solution in pursuit of a problem 
 
The consensus of the Board was to move this draft ordinance forward, which will be 
brought back to the Board at a future meeting with significantly different language. 

 
 Supervisor McGillicuddy recessed the meeting at 7:36 P.M. 
 Supervisor McGillicuddy reconvened the meeting at 7:47 P.M. 
   
12. VISION SESSION/ENDS: 
 A. Recycling Initiatives 

Keith Granger, Chief Executive Officer, Granger Container Service, 16980 Wood Road, Lansing, 
offered the following: 
• Granger initiated letters to all Meridian Township single family residents offering curbside 

recycling at no additional cost beginning July 10th  
• Free recycling will remove the financial barriers which would prevent recycling 
• Previously discussed financial ramifications of mandatory recycling should no longer be an 

issue because of free service 
• Option of choice to select a collection provider 
• Granger currently in discussions regarding types of services for yard waste collection  
• Free recycling as a service provider issue which serves Granger’s customer base 
 
Coy Sheets, Residential Marketing Representative, Waste Management, 48797 Alpha Drive, 
Wixom, MI, Brian Conaway, Community and Municipal Relationships Manager and Jeff 

  Wilson, District Manager, Lansing District offered the following: 
• Waste Management the leader of recycling in the United States 
• Waste Management has established services and facilities 
• Waste Management tracks participation and volumes 
• Waste Management has developed educational programs within school systems and 

communities 
• Willingness to work with the Board and the community to establish educational programs 
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• Board suggestions to have a waste hauler offer services which would increase recycling, 
amount of recycling and number and type of items which can be recycled at the curb 

• Grass root efforts in recycling start in the schools and the peer pressure the students bring home 
to their parents through videos and curriculum programs 

• Reinforcement of the importance of recycling on our natural resources  
 
Board members and invitees discussed the following: 
• Primary focus is to increase the opportunities and amount of recycling for single family 

residents  
• Interest in looking at curbside recycling for the large number of multi-family units in the 

Township 
• Discussion of what to do with the Township’s current Transfer Station to have the total 

community covered for recycling efforts 
• Costs of providing “free” curbside recycling 
• Per household figure of how much the service would cost and items which could be recycled at 

curbside 
• Current $7.75/month charge for Granger curbside recycling in addition to waste 
• Current $5.00/month charge for Waste Management curbside recycling in addition to waste 
• Both providers have a volume based program for waste  
• Items to be included in Granger’s “no additional cost” curbside recycling:  newspapers, glossy 

magazines and catalogs, junk mail, food and beverage glass (clear and brown), tin cans, 
aluminum,  #2 plastic milk jugs, #2 colored plastic bottles and jugs, #1 PETE plastic bottles and 
jugs 

• Addition of #1 plastic to Granger’s current recycling roster 
• Difficulty in enforcement of multi-family curbside recycling 
• Possibility of providing a conveniently located drop off recycling facility within the Township 

for multi-family tenants 
• Exploration of a drop off center for hard to handle items (cardboard, hazardous materials, 

televisions, computer monitors) at a later date 
• Waste hauler partnership with the Township to establish an easily accessible drop-off location 

for “hard to dispose” items 
• Negligible amount of receivables uncollected due to non-payment as the service is paid for in 

advance on a quarterly basis 
• No tracking mechanism for residential “donated” trash 
• “Donated” trash more prevalent in the commercial sector environment 
• Address “donated” trash in the commercial sector through container lock systems and stickers 

which post fines for illegal dumping 
• Waste Management has new trucks which are capable of dumping front load and curbside 

recycling  
• Recycled materials from  Waste Management is transferred to Williamston then hauled in 

aluminum trailers to a recycling facility in Grand Rapids 
• Waste Management operator performs a two (2) sort system curbside (ridges and fibers) 
• Waste Management currently picks up cardboard and box board curbside with limitations 
• Providing a free service does not equate into higher consumer participation 
• Granger curbside recycling is sorted at the curb into a variety of compartments to increase 

efficiency  
• Items which are not recyclable are left in the container at the curb after pickup 
• Granger and Waste Management both have single vendor contracts and single subscription 

service with other municipalities 
• Mills prefer that boxboard not be included in the corrugated bale which goes to market 
• Granger provides school tours of its facility for a hands-on educational experience 
• Vendor cooperation with the Township to use informational vehicles (HOM-TV, Meridian 

Monitor, Township website) to promote recycling 
• Impact of refuse/recycling trucks on Township roads 
• In a free market system, the final price is controlled by the provider 
• Request for proposal (RFP) process could be conducted at no cost to the Township while other 

alternatives are explored 
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• Board opportunity to hear community response to statements made this evening by the Board 
and both providers 

• Board member request for each provider to supply its current charges, a list of acceptable 
recyclable items and the number of customers currently served within Meridian Township 

• Granger to be looked upon as a resource as it provides the education, tours and makes the  
investments within the local community 

 
13. PUBLIC REMARKS 

Supervisor McGillicuddy opened Public Remarks. 
Rex Harrington, 820 Piper Road, Haslett, offered suggestions based on a discussion with 69th State 
Representative District candidate Mark Meadows regarding a municipal solid waste recovery program. 
 
Judy Kindel, 2915 Margate Lane, Okemos, spoke in support of township implementation of a recycling 
program.  She suggested there be financial incentive through a direct correlation with the amount of 
trash discarded and the cost for pickup of that trash. 
 
Carl Harmon, 1924 Birchwood, Okemos, spoke in support of the Board’s efforts relative to recycling 
and expressed concern with responsiveness if the Township implements the single vendor concept. 
 
Tina Kahn, 734 W. Grand River Avenue, #62, Okemos, spoke in support of a monetary incentive for 
residents to recycle.  She requested the Board consider asking the waste haulers for ideas regarding a 
recycling center and noted public input was critical in order to develop a good plan. 
 
Ed Gillespie, 2692 Rockwood, East Lansing, spoke against government intervention in the free 
enterprise system. 
 
John Anderson, 215 W. Newman, Okemos, spoke in support of recycling and against monopolies and 
government intervention in free enterprise. 
 
Manager Richards noted there has been no discussion by Township staff or the focus groups regarding a 
millage to support refuse collection or recycling within the Township. 
 
Supervisor McGillicuddy closed Public Remarks. 

 
14. ADJOURNMENT 

Supervisor McGillicuddy adjourned the meeting at 9:15 P.M. 
 
 
 
                           
SUSAN McGILLICUDDY          MARY M. G. HELMBRECHT 
TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR         TOWNSHIP CLERK 
 
Sandra K. Otto, Secretary 
  


