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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIANDRAFT

BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

May 9, 2024
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864-1198
Town Hall Room, 9:00 A.M.

PRESENT:	Vice Chair Jeff Theuer, Director John Sarver, Director Kimberly Thompson, Director John Matuszak, Director Milton Scales
ABSENT:	
[bookmark: _GoBack]STAFF:	Director of Community Planning and Development & Interim Manager Timothy Schmitt and Neighborhoods and Economic Development Director Clark
OTHER:	

1.	Call meeting to order
Vice Chair Theuer called the regular meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. 	

2.	Approval of Agenda

Director Matuszak moved to approve the agenda as presented.
Supported by Director Scales.

VOICE VOTE: Motion carried unanimously. 

3.	Approval of Minutes

Director Matuszak moved to approve the March 14, 2024 minutes as amended.
Supported by Director Thompson.

VOICE VOTE: Motion carried unanimously. 

4.	Public Remarks – None	

5.	New Business

A. Election of Officers-Subcommittee Recommendation

At the March 14th Brownfield Redevelopment Authority (BRA) meeting, a nominating committee of Former Manager Walsh and Director Van Coevering was established to recommend officers for the BRA for 2024.  After discussion, the nominating committee’s recommendation is to elect Director Theuer as Chairperson and Director Matuszak as Vice Chair. Both recommendations are consistent with our bylaw requirements.  

Director Scales moved to accept and approve the recommendation of the nominating committee.
Supported by Director Thompson.

VOICE VOTE: Motion carried unanimously. 


B. Alternative Brownfield Consultant RFP-Selection

Director Clark provided the Authority with an update on the selection of a Secondary Brownfield Consultant. An open bid process took place in March and we received two bids:  AKT Peerless and Fishbeck.  After reviewing both proposals, Director Clark recommends AKT Peerless as the secondary Brownfield Consultant based on their work in Mid-Michigan and their personal touch.

TriTerra will still remain the primary Brownfield Consultant for the Township.  However, they are the consultant hired by the developer for the Haslett 2.0 Project. So, in this instance and any others where TriTerra is hired by the developer, the Township would engage AKT Peerless to represent the Township on the project.

Director Matuszak moved to approve AKT Peerless as the Secondary Brownfield Consultant for the Charter Township of Meridian Brownfield Redevelopment Authority and subsequently Township Community Planning and Economic Development Departments. Authorize staff to submit a contract for services.  
Supported by Director Scales.

VOICE VOTE: Motion carried unanimously. 

6.	Old Business

A. MSHDA Affordable Housing Brownfield TIF 

Interim Manager Schmitt discussed the need to amend the Township Brownfield Policies to address the new MSHDA Brownfield TIF.  Local projects including the Haslett Village Square and the Village of Okemos are looking at this new TIF.  Local governments will need to approve projects first, establish policies and the requirements as it relates to financing, duration, incentives, and housing units/properties.  

Director Thompson moved to authorize staff to change/modify the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority policy to incorporate PA 90 of 2023 which amended the Brownfield Act to include certain housing development activities as eligible activities.  
Supported by Director Scales.

VOICE VOTE: Motion carried unanimously. 

7. 	Project Updates	
	
Interim Manager Schmitt reported the following:
· American House Meridian is close to receiving their final occupancy permit  
· The Elevation Project will be starting phase 4 soon  
· Village of Okemos Project Concept Plan changes will be discussed tonight at the Township Board meeting 
· Joe’s on Jolly are getting their reimbursements together for the June meeting
· Joyce Van Coevering has resigned from her position. 
· Director Milton Scales introduced himself to the BRA as the Planning Commission representative.

8.	Public Remarks

Treasurer Deschaine thanked all for their important work and agrees on the fact that affordable housing should be indistinguishable from main stream housing.

9.	Adjournment
	
	Chair Theuer adjourned the meeting at 10:01 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Timothy R. Schmitt, AICP
Interim Township Manager and 
Director of Community Planning & Development
